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PEEFACE 


**  So,  for  better  and  for  worse, 
Herr^  Biel,  accept  m;  verse  1  *' 


lT  this  book  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  readers 
who  are  not  entirely  familiar  with  the  identity  of  the 
3l&h  Company  is  not  improbahle,  and  to  ensure  for  these 
idwrer  anderstanding  of  the  story  herein  related  it  may 
f*fp  be  well  to  restate  that  the  34th  Company  was  the 
fim  o£  three  Imperial  Yeomanry  Companies  raised  in  the 
Gourty  of  Middlesex,  the  other  two  being  the  35th  and 
Aft  SSnid  Companies.     The  34th   and  35th   Companies 
one  half  of  the  11th  Battalion,  the  33rd   East 
and  86th  West  KeDts  being  the  other  half.* 
The  Uth  Battalion,  for  the  greater  part  of  its  cam- 
IHgning,  was  a  part  of  the  17th  Brigade,  which  was  com- 
■■Bded  by  Major-General  Boyes,  and  which  in  torn  was 
apart  of  the  Eighth  Division  of  the  great  South  African 
Amy.     The  Eighth  Division  was  commanded  by  Major- 
Sir  Leslie  Bundle,  and  it  operated  in  the  eastern 
of  the   Orange  Free   State,    which   afterwards 
the  Orange  River  Colony. 
old  34th  Company  was  begun  to  be  organised  in 
1899.      It  remained  at  the  front,  on  active 
■rriee,  from  April,  1900,  to  June,  1901,  and  during  that 
it  mfibred  casualties  to  the  amount  of  about  &fty 

m  r*-orv^aiMttoa  ol  the  llih  Bftttalioo,  se«  Uoroh  fi,  IdOl, 


PREFACE 


per  cent,  of  its  fighting  strength.  The  con 
its  casualties  forms  Appendix  III.  to  this  v< 
unnecessary  here  to  enlarge  upon  its  meani 

The  medal  given  us  for  this  work  has  three 
"  Wittebergen ;  "  "  Transvaal ;  "  and  "  Cape 

For  most  of  the  view  illustrations  of  th< 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Captains  N( 
EoUer,  and  to  Sergeant  Le  May  of  the  53i 
who  put  their  best  "snap  shots"  at  my  dispoi 
courtesy  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
illustrations^  "  A  Morning  Start/*  and  "  One 
Tents,"  were  sent  to  me  by  a  friend  who  tl 
suflSciently  tj^ical  to  be  included.  I  do  r 
whom  they  were  taken  or  I  would  here  giv« 
acknowledgment. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  that  an  interest 
time  to  time  has  manifested  itself  in  varioui 
kindly  ways,  has  been  maintained  in  the  ma 
book  from  its  very  beginnings  by  many  of  i 
and  friends.  It  is  an  interest  of  which  I  ai 
has  been  at  once  an  encoiuragement  and 
to  me. 

I  dare  not  go  so  far  as  to  name  it  a  jus 
these  pages.  It  would  savour  too  much  of  t 
of  excuse  to  say  that  my  comrades  '*  be 
though,  in  more  senses  than  one,  to  them 
responsibility  that  these,  my  notes,  have  take 
Very  early  in  the  campaign  I  began,  I  con: 
notes,  to  take  them  openly  and  frequently, 
aimlessly  and  certainly  vnthout  malice  a 
Nevertheless  I  must  have  laid  myself  open  i 
for  somehow  it  got  about  that  I  was  writing 
so  one  more  clear  proof  that  even  the  appeai 
should  be  avoided  was  established. 

Why  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  I  was  p 
un-original  sin  was  never  made  very  plain  to 
accusation  became  so  general  that  I  soon  fo' 
not  to  deny  the  impeachment,  and  finally  1 1 
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I  was  pertinently  asked,  "  If  you  have  not 
youraelf  Scribe  and  Recorder  to  the  Company 
to  Thai  pnrpooe  is  all  yoar  scribbling  ?  "  Once  being 
Qccnricted  I  rolled  my  somewhat  incoherent  snowball  of 
■ote  mace  diligently  than  ever,  tried  to  accept  the 
■tatfiop  gracefully,  and  began  to  realise  that  the  best 
matA  be  made  of  a  bad  job.  To  endeavour  to  fulfil  in 
a  mearare  certain  generous  expectations  that  were  ex- 
pnaaed«  I  felt  would  be  the  best  acknowledgment  that  I 
omld  i^iBT  for  that  kindly  interest. 

It  was  quite  natural  that  advice  should  follow,  and  it 
na  plenleou&ly  offered  at  almost  every  stage  of  the  book's 
gnwtb.  Often  it  was  very  good.  I  was  told,  **  Avoid 
Ife  diary  form/'  "Beware  of  the  continuous  narrative/' 
'*Toar  writing  must  possess  a  literary  merit/'  "  Enlarge 
ipOD  the  fighting ;  fighting  is  what  the  public  want  to 
hear  about,**  "  Spread  on  local  colour/'  **  Sprinkle 
Di«cli  About/'  "  Give  'em  beans.*'  (I  fancy  '*  *em  "  did 
DOl  refer  to  the  horses,  but  to  some  shadowy,  indefinite 
iBifaonty  t(X  whom  such  a  change  of  diet  might  be 
■htey.)  *'  Cut  it  down,  and  then  cut  it  down  again ;  a 
book  of  120  pages  of  large  type  should  more  than  suffice 
Id  tell  all  there  is  worth  telling  about  your  Company." 
(It  hardly  need  be  stated  that  this  piece  of  advice  did  not 
ffMrTti-"  from  a  member  of  our  Company.)  "Do  not 
BoIdb  joor  Preface  too  long  ;  no  one  reads  a  Preface  now- 
adajL**  Alas!  I  fear  that  my  book  is  altogether  an 
of  how  difficult  it  is  to  follow  good  advice,  how- 
deatlOQs  one  might  be  of  profiling  by  it.  I  know  how 
y  and  extensive  are  its  omissions,  and  that  its  faults 
MTfoad  any  power  of  remedy  I  possess. 

connaellor  I  ventured  :    *'  But   what  do  you 

id  by  •  local  colour '  ?  "    "  Well/'  he  answered, 

I,  don't  you  remember  that  horrible  stench  of 

honee  and  c-attle  that  time  we  marched  into 

theeeat?  You  might  lay  stress  on  that;  bring  it 
"Bui  that,"  I  protested,  *'  was  hardly  bo  much  a 
of  local  colour  as  of  pervading  odour?"     *'  Oh, 
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reveilles,  and  hard  work  (there  is  mnoh  hesid 
have  his  readers  to  think  that  sach  porticnlf 
been  repeated  without  consideration,  but  w: 
insisting  on  a  faithful,  nsefnl,  and  historici 
the  life  of  a  Trooper  of  the  Imperial  Yeoi 
South  African  War. 

WILLIAM 
WblziInoton,  Sombbsst. 
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rE  story  in  band  has  dates  of  beginning  and  ending  is99. 
which  Are  not  very  indefinite.  Its  chapters  are 
■D^viched  between  the  last  months  of  1899  and  the 
of  1901.  Should  an  occasional  break  be  made 
tbeee  bounds,  I  promise  that  the  hedge  shall  not 
h  gmthf  damaged  nor  the  gap  often  trodden.  I  desire 
to  ttUblisb  with  my  reader^  if  I  can*  my  point  of  view, 
■d  St  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  reached  by  that  single 
iifr*ToyagQ  made  within  the  narrow  boundaries  I  have 
leknowledged. 

What  bronght  the  Imperial  Yeoman  to  his  attestation  ? 
Rat  is  too  iaz^ge  a  question :  for  Imperial  Yeomen  were 
■BDj  md  reaeona  were  diverse.  What  brought  me  to 
aiil  will  alone  serve  the  purpose  of  assisting  a  reader  to 
ta  anderrtanding  of  the  experience  that  guided  my  choice 
rf  tfie  incidents  and  subjects  recorded,  or  will  explain 
atatero:  of  inclination  or  bias  that  may  be  apparent  in 
aiystaij.  My  own  reasons  may  not  have  widely  differed 
frara  tboee  of  the  majority  of  my  comrades,  yet  for  all 
Ail,  no  two  mcn*8  points  of  view  are  ever  quite  the  same, 


t 


1  sm  an  RngHshman,  one  who  for  many  years  has 
under  other  flags,  but  who,  in  spite  of  all  tempta* 
has  remained  an  Englishman,  and  voiceless  and 
in  the  politics  of  any  country.  My  age  was  more 
^iKi  than  I  care  to  tell  beyond  that  limit  which  the  War 
QSoB  decided  was  admissible  or  compatible  with  efficiency. 
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be  no  two  opinions  of  that  among  men  fami 
stretches  of  wild  country.  In  the  Time> 
Chesney  was  well  and  aptly  quoted  on 
Sir  H.  H.  Howorth  and  others  were  wond 
had  no  cavalry,  and  a  sentiment  was  gaininj 
colonial  experience  might  prove  almost  as  t 
batants  in  this  war  as  a  faultless  knowlec 
drill  or  sword  exercise.  There  were  many 
Masters  of  the  Seven  Seas  who  had  but 
conception  of  what  colonial  experience  met 
virtues,  knowledge,  or  acquirements  our  sol 
possess  it  stood  for,  and  there  was  little 
explaining  although  people  were  so  willing 
of  finding  out,  for  conditions  of  home  and 
differed  so.  An  old  "  Gum-sucker  **  rati 
English  complacency,  if  not  our  self-respect 
that  few  of  our  men  knew  anything  of  so  sir 
as  the  hghting  of  a  fire,  which  was  begi] 
bottom  of  things  with  a  vengeance,  for  it  is  a 
every  man,  a  vestige  of  primal  habits,  that  i 
better  how  to  start  or  mend  a  fire  than  he 
yet  how  much  the  most  expert  of  us  can  lear 
or  savage  juggling  with  a  glowing  ember  and 
dung  ! 

Something  was  wrong,  we  did  not  exactly 
and  uneasy  reflections  were  expressed,  but  ] 
spicuonsly  during  November.  Wrangling  o\ 
of  the  war,  a  kind  of  fiddling  over  a  bumi 
was  more  the  concern  of  the  hour  than  the  < 
for  scouts  and  legs  for  our  army.  It  was 
might  yet  muddle  through  without  them. 
was  assuring  us  passionately  that  the  Boer 
other  virtuous  things,  a  very  hospitable  person, 
as  is  well  known,  is  a  common  trait  of  nom 
who  know  how  it  is  themselves  to  be  left  c 
world — as,  for  instance,  the  Eed  Indian  and 
and  it  is  an  admirable  trait,  but  its  cloth  is 
ample  width  that  is  required  to  cover  a  i 
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delinquencies.  There  were  many  who  yet 
4be  existence  of  a  "  Dutch  Conspiracy."  The 
fid  Bfcnifiicance  of  evidence  of  the  lieitz-Schreiner- 
dUogoe  kind  was  too  apparent  to  be  conspicuous.  On 
23rd  a  friendly  German  officer  wrote  to  the 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  sufficiently 
€U  home  the  immense  gravity  of  the  war  as 
the  continuance  of  the  British  Empire  as 
Wdfevsich,  and  that  yon  are  consequently  resolved  on 
wlocy,  cost  what  it  may  in  time,  hfe,  or  money  sacrifice." 
A  week  later  Mr.  Chamberlain,  as  if  in  answer,  spoke  of 
Ihia  a^»ect  ol  the  question  in  clear  unmistakable  language. 
W«  were  ¥raking  up  to  the  situation. 

And  in  December  almost  every  morning  paper  was  as  a  "Tj^^k 
laih  oa  naked  flesh.  I  think  that  period  has  been  called  d»t&' 
*'tho6e  dark  December  days."  There  is  no  gainsaying  it, 
tiiey  were  dark  days,  and  we  were  reminded  of  what 
Ihrwiff^'*'  had  said  of  England  :  "  I  see  her  not  dispirited, 
Bok  ireakf  bnt  well  remembering  that  she  has  seen  dark 
daya  b^ore,  indeed  with  a  kind  of  instinct  that  she  sees  a 
fittl»  better  in  a  cloudy  day,  and  that  in  a  storm  of  battle 
mi  calamity  she  has  a  secret  vigour  and  a  pulse  Hke  a 

CUU&OZL. 

Foe  my  own  part  I  began  to  feel  the  serene  and 
ifaeheted  atmosphere  of  a  cathedral  town  too  rare,  and  I 
wnU  to  LondoD.  In  certain  quarters,  not  very  influential 
■m  jet,  there  were  insistent  demands  for  better  scouting 
■kd  more  mounted  men.  I  had  my  idea  (it  was  a  poor 
pabriot  who  had  not),  and  wanted  if  possible  to  share  it 
vitb  others,  and  discussed  it  with  such  persistence,  on 
occasion  that  presented  itself,  that  I  must  have 
a  noisance.  What  I  desired  to  become  was  a  public 
tf  because  I  thought  I  saw  that  if  one  wished  to 
pin  an  atteatiTe  bearing  the  next  best  thing  to  being  a 
Doke  was  to  be  a  pablic  nuisance ;  so  I  went  to  a  news- 
papcx  o&ce.  If  I  had  to  go  over  this  short  stage  of  my 
■'^Tnr*  ^ain  I  think  I  should  "hire  a  hall,"  as  I  was 
aeeaadvieed  to  do! 
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I  have  only  Bketched  the  first  eBsentials  of  GLction ;  q 
clothing,  equipment,  transport,  etc.,  would  be  prope 
the  oourae  of  things. 

{Signed)  Vfv 


Tbe  Imperial 
Teonuuory. " 


There  were  good  and  suflBcient  reasons,  I 
this  letter  was  not  published.     At  the  — 
asked  for  an  interview  with  the  editor.     I  v 
to  the  heights  of  Parnassus  in  a  lift.    Id  03 
stories  of  a  busy  newspaper  building  I  recei\ 
and  not  unsympathetic  reception  from  a  yoi 
rather  serious  and  intellectual  type  of  face. 
what  I  had  to  say  he  said,  "  I  am  glad  to  1: 
you  that  the  War  Office  has  under  consid 
scheme  for  the  raisI^TX^f  a  mounted  force 
work   of  which  will  be  t! ^  Yeomanry  of 
You  will  be  able  to  obtain  parfcr*M«rs  of  it  : 
the  papers  for  the  next  few  days,  perhaps 
will  be  published  to-morrow."     This  news 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  Burpribe,  but 
solve  the  question  as  far  as  I  was  conceme 
him  so.    I  asked,  "What  would  you  advise 
He  said,  "  I  think  I  should  apply  to  the  Yeoi 
quarters  of  your  county."    I  said,  "There  w( 
in  doing  that,  I  am  a  West  of  England  man, 
will  suit  me  very  well."     *'  You  are  going  t 
asked.     *'  Yes,"  I  replied,  and  we  bid  good-n: 

The  next  day  the  announcement  of  the 
published  in  the  press  in  the  nine  *  paragraphs 


*  Not "  olgbt  **  as  the  liuporioJ  TeomaDr;  Bepart  shows, 
ment  seema  to  have  been  "edited"  for  that  Boport.  "St 
was  very  much  insisted  upon.  The  original  fvnnouncement 
From  the  Tim£$,  December  20,  1800 :  "  The  following  impoi 
were  iasacd  from  the  War  Offioe  last  night  with  reference  to 
of  the  Yeomanr;  and  Volunteers  in  Soath  Africa. 

luFEBtAt.  YeoUIHBT, 

1.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  decided  to  raise  for  I 

Africa  a  moanted  infantry  force  to  be  named  '  The  Imperial 

U.  The  force  will  be  recruited  from  the  Yeomanry,  but 
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iMBe  Itntorical.  There  was  no  doubt  about  the  matter, 
fttGorenunent  had  decided  to  raise  a  good,  useful  body 
d  lloonted    Infantry  "to    be    named   'The    Imperial 

J&  the  ^irifc  of  paragraphs  five  and  six  there  seemed  to 
InIbB  ft  promise  which  so  far  from  being  fulfilled  was 
■Insled,  and  a  course  bo  utterly  opposed  to  it  substituted 
tt^  iTKy  floon  after  enlistment,  men  knew  that  they  had 
■U  ftemaelvea.  body  and  soul,  to  the  same  old  jingling 
fifimg  of  parade,  pipe-clay,  and  burnish.  There  were 
any  recraita  to  whom  this  had  been  the  one  mortal 
faai.  Discipline  and  order,  self-disciplined  and  orderly 
mat  knew  were  more  than  desirable,  they  knew  them  to 
k  a  iMjuiiBiiilji  in  the  ranks,  and  they  were  prepared  to 
■Hpl  Hhcd  with  good  grace  and  faithfully,  but  the  brow- 
hHing  and  degradation,  the  utter  efPacement  of  the 
thought  to  be  necessary  in  our  Army  to  the 
of  the  recruit  into  the  trained  soldier,  had  been 
to  mind  with  disquietude.  They  thought  that  it 
thai  the  yoke  would  be  eased  and  would  be 
what  lighter ;  metaphorically,  they  entertained 
onawares,  and  in  Knightsbridge  we  found 
**  the  young  men  who  had  been  brought  up  with 
1  tei*"  advised  that  his  little  finger  should  be  thicker  than 
^^  pndeeessor's  loins  I 
^ft  UpcB  loading  the  announcement  of  December  20th  I 

^^bAbi  vbe  mflj  poawif  the  requisile  qonHfications  (u  given  below)  wiU 
^Pb  i^t^aStj  cBioQad  m  the  Yeoxnanry  lor  Itiis  purpose. 

J.  Thm  teo*  viU  b»  ot^uiiMd  in  oompanies  of  115  rank  and  file,  five 
Aaa  Wag  alVitlwt  to  tmA  oompanj— riz.,  one  captain  and  (oar  sabol terns, 
pitoHM  Miw  sSv«B  to  Teonaarj  of&oers. 

i  TttB  of  wilfciliiiiMit  for  offioen  and  men  will  be  Cor  one  year,  or  for  not 
taaM  *tt  frinil  of  the  war. 

k  Tlv  oAon  mad  men  wiU  bring  their  own  horses,  olothiog,  saddlery, 
■4 MOBtnBMrtB.  Arae and  ammonition,  camp  oquipmont  and  regimental 
^ifvl  wifl  ba  |«OTid»d  by  Ooremnient. 

i  IW  tmn  wQi  be  dimnd  in  Norfolk  jackets  of  wooUen  material 
i  aiM  nJonr,  hrveehes  and  gaiters,  laoe  boots  and  felt  hate.  Strict 
■tei^  mt  MMaca  vUl  not  be  Lnaaeted  opon. 

1  Ba  M^  via  b«  Ai  omnhj  rates,  with  a  capitation  grant  for  harssi, 
d  Aoooatoameoti.    All  ranks  will  reoeire  raiioos  bom 
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N  Thursday  evening,   January  4 
telegr&m : 


**  Beport  yourself  Rutland  Gate,  Emghtsbridj 
Itiggage.    Bliss.** 

I  returned  to  London  on  Friday  mon 
that  had  elapsed  since  I  had  left  Lon 
28th,  must  have  been  pretty  fully  occi 
whom  the  organisation  of  our  Compan 
the  direction  of  the  tests  and  examinat 
that  presented  themselves.  On  Fri< 
men  collected  about  Rutland  Yard,  sea 
faces  and  questioning  one  another  I 
knowledge  of  imminent  movements  or 
new  Company.  Every  one  seemed  to  1 
of  what  plans  were  in  hand.  Each 
rather  like  the  new  boy  among  stra 
After  some  delay  we  were  marched  aci 
the  Knightsbridge  Barracks  quadrangl 
it  very  wet  and  sloppy  under  foot,  and 
chill  rain.  We  were  here  sorted  int 
about  twenty-seven  men  each.  I  founi 
of  Section  m.  As  far  as  could  be  ma 
was  to  distribute  men  who  hod  be( 
Yeomen,*  old  soldiers,  and  men  who  c 

•  Abont  thirty  of  the  old  Middlesex  County  Yeot 
Borvio©  in  our  compftny  for  the  front. 

U 


HKNHV   SkKIXKV    Dalhial'. 
Killed  ia  Aetiou,  May  ^,  1(MK>. 


To  /uM  |Miy«  15. 
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M  ngr  naofoJ  experience,  as  eqaolly  as  possible  among 
tte  Jour  sections.  We  were  then  formed  into  a  hollow 
ifHte  and  the  Articlea  of  War  were  read  out  to  us ;  we 
mU  not  clearly  make  ont  the  whole  text^  it  appeared  to 
Itaaoviof  an  amalgamation  o£  the  Riot  Act,  the  Ten  Com- 
,  and  the  Thirty-nine  Articles;  but  what  we 
t  solBoed  to  convince  as  that  dread  penalties  would 
hi  aoled  out  to  any  one  who  did  not  behave  as  became 
m  Bn^iahman  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  to  the  deserter, 
B^  to  any  man  who  should  dishearten  a  comrade  by 
false  reports,  etc.  Very  likely  there  was 
in  it  all  to  which  a  self-respecting  man  could 
J  AwTWtti,  yet  some  regretted  that  the  first  words 
to  US  were  of  the  nature  of  threats. 
Daltttac*  DOW  passed  along  our  lines,  scrutinising  i^or  Dftibuc 

«  speaking  a  word  here  and  there,  and  asking 
qoaetioiift.  This  was  the  first  sight  of  our  O.C. 
a  Bift  who  was  to  stamp  our  company  with  a  measure 
rf  \m  own  strong  indiriduality,  and  who  was  only  too 
tton  to  leare  ns  but  the  remembrance  of  an  example 
d.  ^obe  regardlessness  of  danger,  of  reckless  daring 
Ml  anconqnerable  gaUantry.  He  was  a  very  handsome 
■■B,  of  caqoisitely  cut  classical  features.  Quiet,  sub- 
lasi»  sad-eyed,  sa  now,  he  often  was.  Unofficially,  he 
to  one  in  that  quick,  soft,  half-lisping, 
of  his ;  but  as  a  soldier,  or  in  the  saddle, 
seemed  to  change,  he  blazed  up  with  the 
movement,  and  habit  of  speech  of 
Another  figure  that  took  part  in  this  first 
and  that  was  to  become  famiUar  to  us,  was  that 
Ldsd  Danman;  he  was  then  wearing  the  cap  with 
thftt  denoted  that  he  belonged   to  the   Koyal 

tt  aqpuiisftiion  of  oar  company  oconpied  the  greater 

id  the  Afternoon,  and  it  was  towards  evening  when 

Bibozid  oar  varionfl  sections  told  off  to  their  respective 

'^^'k  roonia.      Section  III/s  room  was  in  the  second 

*  Xia«d  in  ftotion  Utnj  35,  1900. 


B&rrackLife 
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storey  of  the  north-T^est  wing;  nortl 
looked  out  upon  Hyde  Park. 

The  story  of  harrack  life,  the  voyage,  1 
and  the  journey  thence  to  the  front  are  c\ 
an  account  of  useful  services  to  the  count: 
that  are  immaterial,  and  were  almost  beti 
told  quickly.  I  doubt  if  my  comrades  v 
reminded  in  detail  of  those  sorry  days, 
payer  a  recital  would  be  painful  readin 
ought  to  have  enjoyed  the  farce  that  was 
those  barrack  walls,  but  somehow  I  < 
amusing.  I  wince  now  at  the  remen 
unnecessary  torture  of  those  bonds.  ' 
ignorance,  the  squandering  of  spirit  ' 
Corruption  there  also  was,  as  an  acute 
of  which  one  feels,  but  upon  the  pole  of  w 
set  an  exact  finger.  I  would  pass  over  th- 
comment,  and  make  of  it  a  mere  chronc 
the  information  of  comrades,  but  for  th 
same  problems  of  raising  forces  for  the  c 
defence  of  the  Empire  and  honour  of  Engl 
the  natural  law  of  eternal  struggle,  if  not] 
bring  them  about ;  perhaps  the  time  wh 
problems  will  confront  us  is  at  no  great 
should  be  lacking  in  duty  if  I  did  not  coi 
only  a  mite,  my  quota  to  the  piles  of  da 
upon  which  a  common- sense  people  must 
like  solutions.  The  system  upon  which  \ 
BO-caDed  training,  the  disposition  of  our  e 
of  our  equipment,  and  our  drill,  were  bo  ii 
lacking  in  common-sense  as  rather  to  have 
of  inviting  further  disaster  than  of  givin 
our  forces  in  the  field.  It  was  only  wh 
infernal  nonsense  was  shaken  from  on 
relentless  and  wholesome  grip  of  nece 
became  a  useful  body  of  men. 

I  am  railing  only  at  the  unnecessary,  i 
galled.    Men  came  to  the  Imperial  Yeoma 
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mfe  ^«At  Belf-aacrifices,  &nd  to  acdergo  hardships  with- 
«t  niuruiur,  bat  if  tho  regular  recruit  was  punished  with 
their  chastisement  was  with  scorpions.  They 
io  their  ooimtry,  in  loyalty  and  good  faith,  life, 
caqmnence,  money  and  time ;  and  all  this  was 
Uiroagh  incompetent,  hide-bound  officers,  in 
possible  faith.  Fifteen  months  of  constant 
in  the  field  only  served  to  strengthen  con- 
I  fanned,  at  this  period,  of  the  wrong  and 
then  perpetrated.  Amon^  our  officers  there 
notable  exceptions,  and  one  of  them  had  a  way 
ad  only  of  preserring  discipline  without  offering  o£tence» 
te  ol  creating  in  his  men  an  eagerness  and  zeal  to 
osefol  and  efficient  soldiers  ;  but  he  left  us  to  join 
regiment  after  a  week  or  two.  Most  of  the 
would  not  then  admit  a  distinction  between  the 
of  intelligence  of  the  material  that  now  came 
fall  of  enthusiasm  to  help  the  army  in  an  hour 
4  oaed»  and  the  order  of  intelligence  of  that  which  came 
Id  ttke  army  chiefly  through  the  wiles  of  the  recruiting 
by  the  argument  of  gay  ribbons  and  the  tankard, 
afinvBiDent  of  gorgeous  uniforms,  or  as  shiftlessness 
amployment  or  a  hiding-place.     "  We  know  how 


1  '• 


men ! '  They  told  us  they  would  make  men  of 
And  that  all  was  grist  that  came  to  their  mill ! 
r,  thay  aeemed  to  have  an  idea  that  their  ancient 
men  of  superior  clay  might  be  encroached  upon. 
Tt  woold  Doi  do,  at  any  price,  to  recognise  the  value  or 
^^^itaiBoa  of  this  new  "  amateur."  "  We'll  teach 
^  .  «  •  vfaat  it  is  to  be  regulars."  "  Well,  what  shall 
^•dowilfa  *€an  this  morning?  *'  "Oht  take  'em  out  in 
^Piritaod  give  the  ...  a  leather  stretching."  That 
latbe  officerm*  attitude  as  axprcssed  by  them.  *'  Pick  it 
f  vidle  it's  'ot ;  wot  in  the*e]  are  you  stannin'  round  look- 
^Uk  fori  "  was  the  regolar  sergeant's  idea  of  training 
'AiUm.  nienien  were  to  be  "licked  into  shape"  in 
^mmm  old  spirit-breaking,  blackguard  way.  "In  the 
Mb  Barmy  we  tames  lions — wo  does  1  " 

3 
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The  records  show  that  the  34th  Con 
work  at  the  front,  but  whatever  glorie 
themselves  were  won  in  spite  oft  not  I 
initial  training.  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
original  Imperial  Yeomanry  evinced  such 
to  resume  service  was  the  recollection  ( 
treatment  they  received  at  the  hands  of  t 
regular  officers,  and  old  army  non-com 
remembrance  of  hardship  and  peril  in  t 

For  a  week  or  more  there  were  few  hors 
but  they  came  in  rapidly,  examined  in 
officers  and  approved  by  the  veterinary  ai 
soon  bad  our  staUs  full.    For  the  first  fe^ 
in  the  gangways  of  empty  stables.     Whal 
not  know  about  mounted  infantry  wou] 
big  volume,  but  they  assumed  a  knowledj 
not.     The  regular  sergeant  with  his  Httle 
manual  of  the  rifle,  clumsily  expounded 
gave  an  order,  hesitatingly  interpreted 
perhaps  in  the  execution  it  did  not  lool 
the  flicker  of  a  smile  would  pass  over  the 
volunteer ;  again  the  book  would  be  cons 
a  volunteer  sergeant  of  some  years  trai: 
out  of  the  line  and  explain  how  the  tricl 
then  the  sergeant  would  bawl  out  orders, 
vociferous  remarks  that  were  not  in  the  i 
his  discomfiture  and  incompetence. 

The  order  of  the  day  was :  Reveille  a 
morning  stables.    Watering.     Breakfas* 
day  stables.     Dinner.     Drill.     Stables, 
filled   in  v/ith  extra  duties,  fatigues,  st 
guards.    Lights  out  9.30  p.m. 

The  one  mortal  terror  that  haunted  n 
was  that  I  might  be  counted  out,  and  ha^ 
with  a  lame  tale,  that  I  might  be  foun( 
proper  execution  of  duties  I  believed  to  i 
and  unimportant,  duties  that  appertained 
life ;  and  sleepless  on  my  cot  at  night, 
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iqiside  down."  on  a  lonely  stable  guard,  I  would 
tnjwM  to  do  to  the  uttermost  what  was  required  of 
MB/i  next  day  I  would  5nd  myself,  with  apparent 
sowing  the  sergeant's  boots  in  the  "  Yes- 
ti,  I  'll-give-your-dog-my-di  nner  '  *  style  of  the 
ttxnj,  or,  in  the  barrack  yard,  long  before  light, 
L  riurt  aleere  tucked  up  to  the  arm  pit,  groping  in  the 
9rti^  to  see  if  it  was  dung  or  slabs  of  ice  which  choked 
WbAt  these  things  bad  to  do  with  a  capacity  for 
dusiTe  Boers  on  the  veldt  Heaven  does  not  know  1 
all  this  would  be  changed  at  the  front.  I  knew 
St  experiences  of  life  in  pioneer  camps  that  the 
iiial  and  ornamental  must  give  place  to  the  vital, 
«rfal«  ud  practical.  But  to  survive  these  barrack  ordeals 
mi  ideals  was  the  problem  that  taxed  all  my  resolution 


A  week  after  my  arrival  in  barracks  I  was  given  a  day's 
of  abeenoe,  to  settle  some  business  matters  in  the 
<m  the  return  journey  I  brought  my  little  mare 
^  to  town.      Young,  good-tempered,  but   nervous,  and 
oC  tbe  hunting  field,  I  did  not  find  her,  for  a  few  days, 
tractable  or  docile  sort  of  mount.     I  did  not,  as 
r.  mind  her  vagaries,  but  in  the  ranks  she  proved 
at  first,  and  she  earned  for  me  a  just  share  of 
What  she  as  little  understood  as  I,  was  that 
wobbling  rear-pack   and  its    construction.* 
tyro  in   such   things  would   know  that   its 
not  practical,  was  impossible,  and  that  in  a 
ID  Sttmest  the  thing  must   prove  as  insecure  as 
IB  hat  and  wig,  and  must  wobble  itself  to  pieces  in 
mtto,  besidea  wobbling  the  horse's  back  sore. 
IS  seemed  to  know  what  was  best  for  mounted 
r,  extfaer  in  the  matter  of  horses,  saddles,  wallets, 
of  peeking,  biidles,  bits,  rifle  or  carbine,  picketing, 

•  "  Hu  hofw,  who  D«v*r  in  ih&i  eort 
B*d  luadl«d  beea  before, 
WbaA  UUnf  apea  hit  bMk  had  got, 
DU  voodar  mora  and  mor*.'* 
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drill,  or,  in  fine,  an3rthing.  Every  move 
was  tentative  and  experimental,  or  gne 
appeared  to  be  known  by  men  who  ough 
who  had  been  paid  by  the  country  to 
about  their  business.  They  could  not 
selves  from  the  idea  of  cavalry.  Th 
with  the  old  love,  so  could  not  get  c 
It  would  take  active  service  against  w 
enemies  to  make  things  clear.  Congt 
this  campaign. 
Bflu^FKki.  ^  ^^^^  elevations,  section  drawings,  a 

of  their  wonderful  edifices — they  wen 
else  I  might  have  buckled  some  strap  at 
Here  is  a  full  list,  and  instructions  as  to 
us  in  our  printed  orders. 

Method  07  Oarrtino  Equifmx 

On  the  Person, 

Helmet  or  Blouched  hat. 

Frock  (khaki). 

Flannel  shirt. 

Urcochcs. 

Drawers. 

Braoos. 

Socks. 

Ankle  boots. 

Putties. 

Haversack,   with  field  service  cap,  and  fa 

rations. 
Jock  spurs. 

Field  dressing  and  dosotiptivc  card. 
Waist  belt  and  frog. 

Bandolier,  with  100  rounds  -308  ammunitioi 
Pocket  knife  and  lanyard. 
"Water  bottlo  (full)  with  strap. 
Rifle,  with  sling  "  pull  through  "  and  full  oil 
Bayonet  and  scabbard. 

Near  Wallet. 

Boot  laces  (spare). 
Housewife,  socks. 
Worsted  oapt  flannel  shirt. 
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HinHtlf,  with  oombi  knifes  fork,  and  Bpoon. 
Shoes  <QaxiTM). 


Off  TToW*!, 

euxfj  oonibi» 

*  wifth  two  kboes  and  twelve  n&Qs. 

wHh  filbs.  of  oom. 

,  florcixiglc  pad  oa  Barcingle. 


21 


C«ap^  baa 


■  front  of  nddle. 

^h^i),    trouflen     (khaki),     patties,    forage     net, 
ritkiKing  gCAT,   mess  Un,  and   strap. 

Picomo  Qkar. 
bofli-ap  rope,  heel  rope,  two  pegs,  aod  one  mallet  for 


JIX.O.  —rri—  ia  off  wallet,  one  pair  of  wire  oatbera  on  aotive 
In  addition  to  articles  mentioned  above. 


XBTRon  or  CAaBYTKo  Abticlbs  on  HoasB. 


S4  inrhfis,  i.0.,  length  of  bolt  to  end  of  barrel  of  rifle, 

oovsr  on  top.    Small  blanket  under  saddle.    Khaki 

4ad  trooaers  rolled  in  waterproof  sheet,  making  waist  in 

IflD^th  bo  be  ^length  of  sword  bayonet  and  wooden  part 

t>^  18  inches. 

wiB  be  earned  on  the  rear  of  the  saddle ;  also  picket 
pq^  «Bd  boill-iip  iop«  with  mesa-tin  on  top,  the  last-named 
\ma%  IsfllflBAd  by  the  centre  baggage  strap  and  behind  iron  arch, 
t  oHs  OB  Doar  slids  of  saddle. 

OD  Um  fthoe  case  strap,  point  to  the  rear. 
fe^  (vtaD  coipijr)  on  the  shoe  case,  fastened  to  the  baggage 


is  OAffzisd,  the  sirup  of  the  noso  bag  most  be  fastened 
«Ak  aroh  d  the  saddle. 

oo  off  iAde  of  saddle.    Mallet  on  near  side  wallet,  bead 
h«ni1H  fastened  by  wallet  straps.    Surcingle  pad  tmder 


k^oC 
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A&TICLKB  TO  BX   PACKBD  IK  RxT   ] 

Pocket  ledger. 
Boots  (ankle  one  pair). 
Breeobes. 
Stable  bag. 
Socks  (one  pair). 
Towel. 
Cloth  brash. 
Shaving  brnah. 
Bazor  and  caac. 
The  kit  bags  to  be  left  at  the  base  in  charge 

man.  The  boot*  will  be  tied  together  with  th 
regime ntfiJ  number  of  the  man  and  name 
battalion  being  legibly  marked  on  the  sole; 
be  packed  last  and  placed  in  the  mouth  of 
of  their  being  readily  withdrawn  should  it  I 
to  open  them  to  be  forwarded  to  the  front. 


To  climb  into  sach  a  saddle  was  a  task, 
not  lessened  in  its  difficulty  by  protesting 
in  your  hand,  the  faithless  elasticity  of 
straps  and  girths, — and  the  weight  of 
harness  of  belt,  bandolier,  bayonet,  wi 
haversack.  If  you  were  fortunate  enoug 
to  cock  your  leg  over  that  prodigious 
neighbour  might  not  have  been,  and,  i 
was  "dismount,"  "prepare  to  mount," 
all  over  again.  What  wonder  if  horses, 
to  develop  sore  backs  ? 

Within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  Barracl 
or  in  the  Park,  we  cavorted  at  the  wh 
amusement  of  men  who  knew  less  than 
real  requirements  at  the  front.  If  the 
hoof-pick  or  the  point  of  a  picketing-pin 
wrong  direction,  or  if  a  strap-end  were  not 
or  if  the  cloak  were  rolled  thirty-six  inch 
of  thirty-four,  there  was  trouble  and  lai 
particulars  were  points  for  parade;  our  i 
called  us  "  the  cavalry  section  "  of 
whereby,  in    an   epithet,  he   proved    hi 
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gSH^  the  raqmrements  of  the  case.  It  was  not  what 
m  wmntedy  and,  as  T  have  stated,  at  the  front  it  was 
ihifcai  to  pieoea  in  the  grip  of  necessity.  Picketing-pins 
mi  *'biiili  ap**  ropes  were,  sensibly,  soon  discarded  in 
hvDor  of  a  strong,  heavy,  company  rope  or  "  line/' 
OBied  in  the  waggon  or  Cape  cart.  Neither  cloaks 
aor  bUnkets  were  rolled,  bat  if  carried  on  horseback 
tf  aO  WBXo  allowed  to  hang  as  loosely  on  the  saddle 
■  waa  cansisteQt  with  safety.  "Bear  packs,"  as  con- 
-::raefted  in  oar  training  days,  were  abolished,  and  every- 
ttsfl^  b**^*"**  modified.  How  much  wisdom  was  got, 
hnr  many  and  varied  were  the  lessons  learnt,  may  be 
.-jdged  from  the  *'  Summary  of  Recommendations  and 
^ggeitMins  Made"  in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  Report, 
IMk  Wmjf  1901.  That  the  Committee  desire  to  purge 
Ae  mctay  of  belief  in  so  much  that  is  obsolete,  harmful, 
ad  zidicnloaa  wins  forgiveness  for  that  furtive,  *'  longing, 
look  behind"  they  may  be  detected  in  casting. 
hardly  a  suggestion  made  the  wisdom  of  which 
would  not  have  dictated  to  practical  men 
Everything  to  bo  done  to  make  the  horse's 
light  as  possible"  (Suggestion  149).  That  is 
kere  is  but  one  fault  to  be  found  with 
a;  it  dioold  have  been  suggestion  No,  i. 

Tht  Bojal  Horae  Guards,  Blue,  shored  the  barracks  ThaBiaot. 
ailk  oa;  they  occupied  the  west  half.  For  the  most  part 
capital  lot  of  fellows.  Their  drill,  sword 
poraning  practice,  brilliant  uniform  and  speck- 
tsm  cot  waa  a  really  beautiful  exhibition.  None 
more  thao  these  good-natured  Blues  that  our 
should  have  been  on  lines  so  harsh.  They 
that  they  hod  experienced  nothing  quite  so 
Bise.  It  was  frequently  the  case  that  dung-heap  work, 
in  Qghtfnlly  belonged  as  much  to  the  Guards  as  to  our 
preferably  given  to  us,  instead  of  a  proper 
of  the  labour  being  made.  So  in  the  same  way 
ihe  aoooriog  and  raking  of  the  quadrangle.  There 
laUl^  waja  of  "  rubbing  it  in,"  that  sort  of  torture 
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is  made  a  fine  art|  to  the  misery  of  tn 
duties  were  often  purposely  prolonged, 
difficult  and  disagreeable  under  the  assoi] 
sort  of  treatment  would  inculcate  a  soldi 
and  obedience. 

The  South  African  veldt  is  much  mor 
Plain  than  a  barrack  yard,  even  when  thai 
mented,  for  training  purposes,  by  a  limi 
Hyde  Park.  One  week  on  Salisbury  PL 
done  us  more  service  than  this  dreary,  fu 
of  barrack  life.  It  is  true  that  a  centra 
eqm'pment  of  our  new  force  was  conveni 
by  no  means  necessary.  There  were  othei 
no  doubt,  which  caused  a  decision  in  favi 
as,  for  instance,  the  fear  of  exposure  at  tb 
year,  for  men  unused  to  it.  A  few  da 
sufficed  to  see  suitable  shelters  built,  anc 
if  an3rthing,  tents,  bivouacs,  or  exposure  c 
worse,  for  either  the  health  or  spirit  of  the 
kind  of  life  provided  for  us.  It  certainly  i: 
us  for  the  work  we  were  to  do.  In  the  ■ 
have  read,  men  learn  "  to  sleep  in  the  oc 
woods,  on  the  rocks,  an5rwhere,  without 
ground  dry  or  wet."  Perhaps  the  auth 
care  to  undertake  such  a  risk  as  this  in 
home.  Perhaps  suitable  equipment  for  a 
was  not  ready ;  whatever  were  the  reasons 
in  barracks,  they  are  to  be  deplored. 

Very  few  useful  lessons  were  learnt 
some.  Bare-back  riding  was  one,  but  sui 
tion  was  not  given,  and  our  sergeant  ai 
invariably  rode  with  saddles.  Another  ^ 
with  the  horse.  Stable  hours  were  prole 
the  man  and  his  mount  might  become 
other;  so  much  so,  that  men  bringing 
groomed  horses  at  stable  inspections  woulc 
again  and  again,  to  continue  operations 
expected  to  keep  moving  duiing  stable  I 
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Ittir  wcA  were  completed  or  not,  and  I  heard  them  told, 
Ijf  tiw  sergeazit,  to  "pat**  their  horses  if  there  were 
Bodnoig  alae  to  occxipy  them.  I  frequently  saw  men 
•dopi  most  peculiar  expedients  in  order  to  appear  as  if 
voridng*  and  anintendonally  they  were  well  taught  the 
xatk.  of  keeping  "busy  at  doing  nothing.'* 

There  -were  many  trots  and  rides,  rather  of  a  proces- 
Mtti  land,  up  and  down,  around  and  about  Hyde  Park, 
••orders'*— "watering,"  **  drill,"  or  "full 
'* — and  little  crowds  would  assemble  to  show 
tttketr  good-will  and  occasionally  to  cheer  us.  Evolu- 
tion and  drills,  cm  the  grass  parade  grounds  of  the  park, 
ktlond  the  bacracks,  were  mostly  close-order  movements 
iAIbIi  we  were  never  required  to  execute  on  active  service. 
Mbj  movements  were  onfamiliar  to  the  ofBoers,  and 
Aay  vould  be  frequently  interpreted  differently,  according 
lo  TifiahtrmrTr  tactics — infantry  or  cavalry — the  officer  in 
had  been  used.  Done  by  the  book,  even  those 
Ihat  had  an  origin  based  on  field  experience 
MB  often  grotesquely  and  unsuitably  interpreted . 
"SaoBta  out!*'  an  officer  would  vociferously  bawl,  and 
Am  oeatani  three  or  four  men,  who  had  been  appointed 
"gmmd  scoata,"  would  be  required  to  detach  themselves 
fcoB  the  line  and  to  thunder  headlong  to  designated 
faaUm  on  the  parade  ground,  pulling  up  their  horses 
■Uenly  with  quite  the  approved  curvet  and  caricole. 
&  was  very  pretty.  That  scouting  was  a  science^ 
■ryiirmg  eyes,  ears,  keen  faculties  of  observation  and 
■■ijr  highly  trained  qualities  was  never  suggested  to  us. 
2K6groond  was  prepared  for  the  spirit  of  Baden-Powell's 
*Aiii  **  to  descend  upon.  That  little  book  was  a.  sealed 
iMcr,  in  a  language  not  understood.  By  rote  also,  we 
•n  taught,  at  times,  something  of  Videttos,  Double 
liiMM,  Coaaack  Posts,  Examining  Posts,  Pickets  and 
itil  not*  bat  of  the  adaptability  of  it  all  to  Active 
fsfve,  so  hint  was  given. 

With  the  Lee  Enfield  Rifie  it  was  the  same  tale ;  had  T^^^**' 
t  htm  an  arbalest  it  could  hardly  have  been  a  weapon 
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less  practically  familiar  to  most  of  our  ii 
was  a  matter  of  weeks  to  diacover  that  a 
ment  of  rifles  hod  been  incorrectly  sight 
alleged — by  the  manufacturers.     I  went 
Company,  who  had  recently  had  a  year'i 
Dragoon  Regiment  to  ask  him  some  quesi 
the  sight  of  the  rifle,  and  the  reply  I  got 
old  chap,  to  tell  you  the  truth  I  was  a  yei 
Dragoons,  but  I  was  not  once  required  to  fi 
and  I  never  fired  a  rifle  in   my  life  befc 
remembered  that  in  unpacking  our  first  c 
wondered  to  find   a  sergeant,  who   was 
corporal,  entirely  unfamiliar  with  the  aotic 
parts  of  the  rifle,  it  seemed  to  me  so  inc 
soldier  should  be  so  unacquainted  with  a 
Again  when  we  were  once  at  drill,  lying 
two  lieutenants  were  standing  together  jut 
the  day  before,  one  of  them  had  explained, 
to  a  class  about  parts  of  the  rifle  and  theii 
a  good  lesson ;  among  other  things  he  ha< 
"fixed  sights*'  was  five  hundred  yards,  ar 
obtained  by  moving  the  slide  forward  to 
not  erecting  the  leaf:  now,  his  companioi 
order  "  independent   firing  at  fixed   sight 
diately  established  the  sight  as  we  had  be( 
went  on  firing.    Presently  I  heard  rasped  o 
me,  **  Now  then,  why  in  the  hell  can't  you  \ 
at  '  fixed  sights  '  when  you're  ordered  ?  "    I 
but  I  heard  the  other  officer  say  in  a  low 
right,  that  is  now  the  regulation  *  fixed  sigh' 
that  no  more  was  said,  and  I  continued  1 
further  remark  or  apology  being  made  to 
Similar  unacquaintance  with  revisions,  sin: 
was  constantly  displayed  in  every  departm^ 
were  signs  that  did  not  earn  confldence. 
forward  these  trivialities,  the  point  I  wis! 
that  while  in  other  walks  of  life  a  man,  to 
and  useful  in  his  line^  must  learn  and  knov 
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ly,  technically,  and  thoroughly,  it  seemed  not 
"Id  b»  thought  neoessaiy  for  officers  of  our  army  to  trouble 
ir  heads  aboat  many  essential  details,  and  as  long  as 
oraampTital  was  not  neglected  it  was  nowhere  recog- 
d  that  they  were  lacking  in  duty.  What  would  be 
It  of  the  ciTil  engineer  who  did  not  know  his 
theodolite  or  level  from  beginning  to  end,  or  of  the  mate 
awkwaid  with  his  sextant,  or  of  a  textile 
whose  interest  in  looms  was  of  a  superficial 
?  That  is  about  the  kind  of  inefficiency  that 
among  a  large  body  of  the  officers  of  our  army : 
ttqr  did  not  know  their  business.  It  may  be  a  matter  of 
a  natural  process  of  selection,  as  that  men  of  brains  and 
aiihty  toii^ht  choose  a  branch  of  the  service  that  furnished 
bod  for  thought,  or  it  may  be  the  difference  is  due  to 
twifring,  but  higher  orders  of  intelligence  and  wider 
lafaffTTiatton  are  found  among  officers  of  the  artillery  than 
■DODg  those  of  other  branches  of  the  service  that  I  met. 
The  natiue  of  the  duties  of  artillery  officers  requires 
to  exercise  their  minds  on  problems  of  mechanics, 
mathematics,  and  chemistry;  and  for  similar 
the  naval  officer  excels.  If  physical  force  still 
^gared  so  predominantly  in  the  winning  of  battles  as 
\  that  officers  are  generally  good  sportsmen,  and 
they  bring  their  practice  of  polo,  tennis,  football, 
tad  other  sports  to  the  point  of  perfection  might  suffice. 
Many  ancient  and  deeply  rooted  prejudices  and  usages 
oar  English  views.  The  social  position,  smd  the 
good  natural  qualities  of  our  officers  make  it  a 
It  task  for  any  one  who  would  endeavour  to  point 
flat  thai  there  is  wide  room  for  improvement  in  practical 
finetkiDa.  '*But  see,"  it  is  urged  with  pride,  *' they 
kacvw  ao  well  how  to  stand  up  and  be  shot,  look  at  the 
of  casualties,  see  how  they  walk  to  their  deaths, 
the  grand  examples  they  set !  "  It  would  be  folly  to 
their  courage,  none  doubts  it;  but  by  it  they 
not  pvorad  to  be  not  lacking  in  a  practical  common- 
le  knowladge  of  their  profession.     It  is  rightly  one  of 
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our  most  cherished  beliefs  that  certain  fi 
chaxacterise  the  high-bred  English  ofi^ce 
courage,  calmness,  abnegation,  chivabry,  devo 
to  think  and  act  correctly  in  the  face  of 
hardship,  difficulty,  discouragement,  or  death- 
to  pain — or  those  that  influence  and  incite 
high  deeds,  and  those  that  compel  in  others 
able  spirit.  My  own  experience  seems  to  cj 
further.  I  fancy  that  I  have  seen  that  oa 
proves  that  these  same  qualities  are  tl 
characteristics  or  possession  of  no  particular 
race,  that  in  moments  of  stress  or  periods  of 
them,  something  rather  like  an  average  or 
struck  among  Englishmen.  But  the  ii 
rewards,  the  disparity  of  treatment,  and  ] 
Regulations  of  the  Army,  not  to  mention 
national  acquiescence  to  the  existence  of  clas 
create  a  belief  among  officers  that  the  qua 
enumerated  have  almost  become  to  be  the  di 
attributes  of  a  social  class,  characteristics  c 
that  somehow  they  are  matters  more  part: 
taining  to  caste,  breeding,  and  style,  and  thi 
leas  to  do  with  our  race  as  a  whole,  or  wii 
The  nation  at  large  is  not  loth  to  believe  in  i 
of  such  an  order,  and  that  the  possessioa  t 
quahties  is  a  source  of  so  much  national  st 
lessen  the  importance  of  constant  watchfuhie 
to  progress,  preparation,  and  tho  ever-alterii 
and  modes  of  warfare,  with  the  result  that  \ 
ready  for  war  except  in  respect  of  raw  mate] 
people  we  complacently  neglect,  and  allow  on 
to  neglect,  matters  of  the  most  vital  importai 


•  Thoro  tSto,  of  course,  officers  who  think  olhcrwlso,  foi 
Powell  says:    "  Many  peopl«  will  t«U  you  that  plnck  is 
coQ  be  taught  a,  man ;  it  is  either  bom  in  him  or  he  has  i 
Bat  I  think  that,  like  many  other  tbinga.  it  is  almost  a) 
thoQgh  In  some  cases  it  wants  developing  and  bringing 
Boouiing  "J, 
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■obility  was  Bnififed  at ;  infantry  was  preferred ;  the 
HtuUear  soldier  *'  despised ;  pom-poms  rejected  ;  indi- 
ndoiiiam  was  discoontenanced ;  that  cavalry  as  it  was  in 
ihe  pttBt  was  an  anachronism  conld  not  be  grasped ;  our 
nohininft  still  moye  at  the  rate  of  from  two  to  four  miles 
an  faonr,  although  rapid  transit  in  all  else  is  a  solved 
jvoblexn — the  age's  marvel ;  scarcely  any  improvement  in 
n^xd  to  shelter  has  been  devised  upon  the  tent  of  Jael, 
or  the  tepee  of  the  Indian ;  we  knew  the  awful  importance 
qI  pore  water,  yet  took  no  steps  to  provide  boiled  water ; 
kilts,  gaudy,  inappropriate  uniforms,  and  other 
of  Chinese  stink-pot  and  bug-a-boo  warfare  were 
m  bard  to  let  go — surely  this  is  evidence  that  confronts 

OS. 

And  should  one  retort,  "  the  possession  of  virtues  is 

BOk  a  aound  excuse  for  a  man's  ignorance  of  his  business/' 

the  Brilliant  Exceptions,  the  Exceptions  and  the  Volumes 

tfiai  are   Written  may  be  aligned    against    one.     Un- 

donbtedly  they  are  there,  great  and  glorious  names,  men 

«bo  have  bad  the  infinite  capacity  for  taking  pains^  who 

paid  the  minutest  attention  to  detail  and  who  have 

at  the  same  time  those  qualities   that  make 

leaders.    They  are  many,  it  is  perfectly  true.     It  is 

tme  that  the  average  British  oflBcer  does  not  know 

as  it  is  necessary  for  the  civilian,  the  layman, 

lo  know  his,  and  that  there  are  too  many  triflers.    I  am 

that  this  is  neither  a  new  nor  an  original  pro- 

,  hut  it  agrees  with  my  point  of  view  and  1  have 

it  in  that  light.    The  following  letter  from  The 

Sfittafor,  of  September  14, 1901,  historically  fixes  it  as  a 

eanplaint  that  has  lasted  one  himdred  and  forty  years  at 


Tmb  Bsfrm  Omcss,  Fast  akd  Puau(t. 

{To  ike  BdiU>r  of  the  "  Speetaior.") 

opinioo  of  Bf*jor  HiiuviUon,  a  oompeteni  critic,  npon  the 
of  ib»  BriUflh  toUUer,  excmpHfled  in  the  year  1760. 
■gMfa»B  vadw   Oak«  P«cdla*od  a4  liiiid«a  and  elMwhero, 
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■nggestfl  that  the  defects  are  racial,  and  are  not  to  b 
reform  »t  the  War  Office.  I  qaobe  from  Carlyle 
Friedrich  H.,"  vol.  vi.  p.  202:— 

"The  first  in  rank  were  the  English.  .  .  .  Braver  t 
the  field  of  battle  and  under  anus  agunal  the  enemy,  y 
find  in  the  world :  that  is  a  truth ;  and  mth  that  tl 
military  merit  ends.  .  .  .  Officers*  commissions  amoi 
had  by  purchase,  from  which  it  follows  that  their 
trouble  their  heads  about  the  service ;  and  understand 
few  excepted,  absolutely  nothing  whatever,  and  this 
Ensign  up  to  the  General.  Their  home-customs  inoli 
indulgences  of  life ;  and,  nearly  without  exception,  th 
have  ample  and  comfortable  means  of  sleep.  This  l 
into  military  negligences,  wliich  would  sound  increc 
narrated  to  a  soldier.  To  all  this  is  added  a  quiet  na 
which  tempts  them  to  despise  the  enemy  as  well  as  t 
as  they  very  seldom  think  of  making  any  surprisal  t 
generally  take  it  for  granted  that  the  enemy  will  as  lit 

I  am,  sir,  Ac., 


On  the  other  hand  "  A  Volunteer  of  Twent 
Service,'*  in  a  letter  to  the  Standard,  Nov* 
takes  an  ex-Yeoman  to  task  for  "  fouling  his 
because  he  epcaks  out  concerning  some  fls 
comings.  Let  us  hope  that  this  Voluntee] 
Volunteer  than  he  shows  himself  to  be  patri 
reputations  nor  lives  of  soldiers,  private 
company  or  regiment,  are  to  be  considere 
safety  and  lionour  of  England  are  conceme( 
is  England,  which  can  be  fouled  no  more 
the  sea. 

Beliefs  are,  for  the  most  part,  luxuries  tha 
paid  for  in  some  kind  or  another,  and  ever 
right  to  his  beHefs  until  they  endanger  the  sal 
of  others.  What  I  imagine  that  I  saw  in  t 
our  Anny  bravely  trying  to  wipe  off  an  accun 
for  the  luxury  of  many  beliefs  not  well  foun« 
cormtry,  in  turn,  nobly,  sadly  and  doggedh 
blood  and  treasure,  the  balance  due. 

The  nation  now  seems  to  be  about  per8ua( 
Army  must  be  radically  reformed.     There  art 
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voald  like  to  find  on  whom  to  fix  past  fault.  Some  say 
tha  "  Government  "  is  to  blame,  others  the  "  War  Office," 
or  stOl  more  vaguely,  "  the  Authorities,"  the  "system  *' 
condemned,  and  groups  and  individuals  are 
as  suitable  scapegoats.  It  would  not  be  just  to 
the  whole  blame  on  any  of  these.  The  nation, 
in  its  cheap  amusements  and  excitements,  must 
it  home  to  itself,  to  its  modem  heedlessness, 
of  leisure  upon  lines  of  sport  which  make  for 
except  specialism  and  professionalism,  to  its  rather 
assurance  of  an  unearned  security.  No  gene- 
bas  a  right  to  rest  upon  the  glorious  deeds  of  its 
faniathfiZB  as  we  seem  to  have  done,  but  only  to  hold 
in    dear   and  earnest    remembrance    in    its  own 


^p  U  was  recognised  some  years  ago  that  our  Navy  is  all 
^■Bpottaiit  to  oar  first  lines  of  defence.  Very  propcriy  the 
^fMfk  wmtch  it  with  jealousy  and  with  almost  a  nervous 
■Mpiuou  that  it  may  not  be  equal  to  any  three  navies  of 
I  tiie  worid,  for.  like  Saul's  armour,  it  has  never  been  tried. 
I  Ws  have  to  bring  a  similar  attitude  of  mind  to  bear  on 
our  Army,  and  our  defences  as  a  whole,  since  the  nations 
igBBe  to  stand  armed  and  to  hate  us  so.  The  problem  of 
eaasfcracting  an  Army  that  shall  meet  our  needs  is  before 
OL  To  ask  who  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  past  mistakes 
tznd  delinquencies  is  to  suggest  the  spinning  of  ropes  of 
the  present  and  future  concerns  us  most.  We 
not  be  lolled  to  sleep  to  the  same  old  music.  Some 
must  be  smashed,  ancient  and  beautiful  ones, 
but  none  the  less  idols.  Those  who  would  make 
si  oar  Army  a  high-class  workhouse,  the  refuge  for  indi- 
fidoak  of  family,  who  go  into  the  Army  simply  because 
th^mnat  be  "provided  for'*  in  some  way  or  another,  and 
vfco  hare  leas  brains  than  are  required  to  work  out  a 
'ol  career  in  some  walk  of  life  more  suited  to  their 
most  be  suppressed.  Much  less  must  be  tole- 
tbose  who  would  still  make  of  it  a  mere  ladder  for 
adal  ambitions   and  distinctions.    A  sound,  practical 
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Eystem  must  be  required,  organised  upon 
as,  as  a  people,  'we  apply  to  our  business  i 
is  not  difficult  to  foresee  tbat  it  will  be 
decided,  if  we  shall  offer  the  fair  price  tha 
material,  whether  for  rank  and  file  or  for 
shall  turn  to  conscription;  or  to  conscri] 
defence  plus  a  well-regulated  Army.  Ther 
said  in  favour  of  some  form  of  conscriptior 

At  the  end  of  about  two  weeks  we  were  a 
questioned  as  to  any  special  qualifications  i 
we  might  possess.  I  mentioned  that  I  wc 
the  old  needle  telegraph  instrument.  Mr,  P 
on  January  16th,  in  stables,  made  me  "I 
Section/*  and  asked  me  to  master  flag  wag 
possible.  I  at  once  engaged  the  services  c 
of  the  Blues,  at  two-and-sixpence  the  houi 
the  spare  time  I  had  in  acquiring  the  use  ( 
field  service.  There  was  no  leisure,  and 
the  time  mostly  out  of  meal  hours,  or  i 
before  "lights  out/'  when  mind  and  body 
by  the  long  day's  duty.  When  my  tu 
Sunday  pass  I  even  took  my  teacher  to  a : 
for  my  lessons. 

I  bought  the  necessary  flags,  books 
During  the  two  months  we  were  in  barra( 
sun  was  not  available  for  heliograph  instn 
than  a  few  hours  in  my  unoccupied  time,  i 
being  in  limbo,  were  not  in  working  order. 
the  Yeomanry  will  ever  forget  the  import! 
and  twinkle,  these  modes  of  signalling 
African  campaigning?  And  at  the  tim 
inexperience,  the  office  of  signaller  appeare 
be  a  most  important  one.  It  occurred  to  e 
been  worth  while  to  nominate  a  man  for  si| 
have  been  also  wise  to  give  him  the  opporti 
himself  proficient.  I  imagine  it  was  f 
course  of  the  regulation  **  licking  into  shi 
hindered,  for  pitchfork,   broom,   and   ah* 
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•Bdenee.  I  was  familiar  with  the  uses  and  utility  of 
IkHB,  aod  had  been  for  many  years,  and  in  my  mind  I 
eoaU  no4  oansiract  the  situation,  on  the  veldt,  where  such 
rf  Ifaflir  uses  tanght  here  would  prove  of  first  importance. 
I  didt  however,  all  I  knew  to  accept  the  situation  with 
iHoSsty  And  in  good  part.  Pains  and  expense  came  to 
■Ihuig,  for  although  a  battalion  signal  corps  was  ap- 
r****^,  on  board  the  CyiMic^  by  the  officer  of,  and  from 
At  bhIeb  of  one  of  oar  other  sections,  it  was  found  in  the 
Ui  that  the  duties  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  as  the 
Mtagoaida  and  scouts  of  moving  colunms,  seldom  called 
ice,  for  the  Company,  other  than  the  ready 
or  of  our  own  rifle  fire  as  we  came  into 
•A  with  the  enemy.  The  Brigade  and  Battalion  stafk 
■a  b»ttcr  and  more  conveniently  served  by  regulars  of 
inil  teaming.  I  only  remember  a  very  few  occasions 
i  MbTe  aervice  when  a  signaller  was  inquired  for  from 

Thm  moDotony  of  barrack  life  was  at  first  broken  by 

3p>  to  the  range,  when  the  marching  on  foot  through 

mttmeim  to  and  from  stations  or  Cathcart  Eoad  were 

by  the  men  whistling  in  unison  gay  marching 

Luch  to  the  entertainment  of  the  passers-by  and 

in  the  Park.     Lieutenant  Wake»  who  was 

^■t  ia  cliaige  of  these  expeditions,  seemed  to  divine 

■taa  nflea  grew  heavy  or  tiring  in  our  unaccustomed 

hida.  aad  one  could  see   that  the  orders  for  changes 

ini**tnO."  "slope."  or  "easy"  were  often  dictated  by 

tea  aHentioo  to  and  consideration  of  the  men   under 

Ibl    Our  shooting  «*aa  said  to  be  atrocious,  and  finally 

It   *  «M  ■lleyw!  that  the  rifles   were  incorrectly   sighted, 

■i  tbay  were  returned  to  Cathcart  Koad  for  readjust- 


Qb  Janaary  20th  we  got  our  uniforms,  and  in  the  nnUormti 
ttmag  dajs  almost  as  much  primping  and  fitting 
■slid  aa  m  said  to  go  on  in  the  tiring-room  of  a 
,  and  our  men  very  soon  presented  a  smart 
is  khaki.  To  obtain  a  better  fit  several  men 
4 
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sections  was  allowed  to  be,  in  a  measi 
choice  or  arrangement  among  the  mei 
approval  of  the  officers. 

Our  barrack-room  life  held  many  dutie 
coal-heaving,  sweeping  and  cleaning,  bei 
Some  of  these  were  executed  by  the  me 
day,  some  by  those  of  us  appointed  to  8| 
On  occasions,  especially  on  a  Saturday,  a 
fatigue  "  was  ordered,  for  more  extensive 
as  raking  the  barrack-yard  and  scrubbing 
floor.  The  mess-orderly  duty,  like  the  t 
stable  guards,  was  taken  in  rotation  by 
turns  being  checked  off  in  the  Orderly  Coi 
The  cooking  was  done  at  the  barrack' 
and  by  the  regulars'  cooks,  and  when 
cookhouse  door,  boys,'*  was  sounded,  i 
orderly's  duty  to  fetch  the  tea,  the  roosi 
or  whatever  there  was  going.  The  mese 
the  room  watchman  from  reveille  to  *' 
reveille  he  had  to  run  upstairs  to  the 
bucket  of  hot  coffee,  of  which,  if  the  mei 
turning  out,  they  obtained  a  mouthful  b( 
this  was  a  grateful  preparation  to  drow 
tumble  down  ice-coated  flights  of  iron  at* 
murky  morning  to  their  work.  Each  n 
to  fold  neatly  his  blankets,  and  with  the 
they  had  to  be  piled  uniformly  and  neatl; 
iron  cots  in  row ;  this  duty  was  to  be  pe 
the  end  of  morning  stables  and  breakfast 

We  were  gradually  accumulating  a  fuJ 
ing  amount  of  it.  Various  items  had  fc 
from  day  to  day — now  a  hold-all  ^  then  e 
dozen  things  together,  until  the  list  inc 
of  dubbin,  hoof-pick,  slippers,  boots,  knife 
hair-brush,  clothes-brush,  razor,  soap, 
puttees,  boot-laces,  grooming  kit,  chc 
o'shanter  (five  kinds  of  headgear  altoge' 
a  canvas  kit-bag  quite  full  of  things,  so: 
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mptgBaoas,  and  nearly  all  better  relegated  to  a  common 
than  given   to  a  man  expecting  to  fight  a  mobile 
F^reqnent  kit  inspections  began  to  be  part  of  the 
one  wonld  be  ordered  for  a  certain  homr,  when 
had  to  be  laid  out  in  miiform  arrays  on 
AteoCs.  and  each  man  had  to  foil  in,  at  attention,  at  his 
Mlv rigfat-hADd  corner,  to  await  the  visitof  the  inspecting 
iMam.    The  cots  so  decked  looked  much  like  a  lot  of 
irtlft  "  bargain  counters.'* 
Be  ntions  ■were  plain  and  wholesome,  the  bread  and  »*"*««• 
Mpni  iall J   were  excellent.    The  bad  quality  of  the 
afanoat  the  only  fault  found  by  the  men,  some- 
!■»  it  was  Tillainoas  and  tough.     Irregularly,  at  midday 
kaeTt  the  officer  of  the  day  formally  visited  us,  to  ask  if 
ftn  were  any  complaints  to  be  made.     Once  the  whole 
■■B  agreed  to  complain  of  the  bad  meat,  but  upon  com- 
pkial  the  officer  turned  to  the  sergeant,  instead  of  in- 
on  his  own  account,  and  the  sergeant  upheld 
hia  own  section  that  the  meat  was  good,  and  the 
waa  of  no  avail  and  had  no  effect  in  the  future. 
laala  tha  meas  orderly  had  to  "  scrap  "  the  dishes 
laa  and  wash  them  and  the  basins  in  hot  water. 
W«  drank  oat  of  white  china  basins ;  we  found  them  very 
bndj  sohatitntes  for  cups. 
Ba  nxitine  went  on  from  week  to  week,  without  much  BocieCaia 
ontil  the  fine  music  of  the  Guards'  trumpeters 
ngnals  of  hard  duties,  not  to  say  a  weariness. 
Qa  nanory  of  those  calls  !     Shall  we  ever  forget  them  ? 
fbflM  <|Bidc   notes  of  sharp  command,  of  long-drawn 
j-^mg,  of  iteiative  insistence,  the  jolly  rollicking  scales, 
'  BiOQmfal  echoes  of  *'  last  post  "  and  *'  lights  out "  and 
rnzng  G'a  ?     I  trow  not,  as  the  heavy  tragedian  might 

A^  tiad  onr  hmnoars,  oar  half-hours  of  fun,  frolic,  and 
^■DokinK  concerts,  and  irrepressible  mischief — times 

^Ihe  apirit  of  destmction  went  about,  when  for  the 

^  jf  keefnnK  plates  and  basins  flying  from  man  to  man 

d  Che  tootn  oniil  half  were  broken,  we  were  willing 
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to  "chip  in'*  to  buy  a  new  sot.    I  no'w 
sort  of  safety  valve.     Napier  had  been  : 
barracks — how  he  helped  us  in  anythini 
good  fellowship  and  a  kindly  understan 
in  that  as  he  was  in  all  else  that  concen 
work  or  play,  lending  any  one  a  helping 
healthy  athlete  of  the  best  public  scbo 
joyous,  cocksure  that  there  was  nothin 
wrong  with  the  world,  "  if  you  only  buck 
especially  if  *'  they  "  would  only  buck  up 
to  the  front !     Again  and  again  he  tool 
skating  rink — over  the  way.     He  was  a 
skater.  Few  of  Section  III.  will  forget  hij 
that  great  floor.    At  smoking  concerts  h 
in  that  downright,  direct  voice  of  his,  **  " 
and  Tommy  that,"  or  some  other  of  Kipli 
one  could  not  fail  to  understand  that  theri 
particularly  hateful  to  him  about  ''  a  pla. 
scorn  would  he  throw  into  the   words. 
good  comrade  that  you  were !  * 

There  are,  of  course,  several  other  fa 
that  stand  out  plainly  and  remarkable 
insignificance  that  wraps  most  of  the  stoi 
Roller,  with  hia  antique,  cameo-like  pr 
earnest  face,  imbued  with  seriousness  that 
recognition  of  the  task  before  his  Com 
sergeant-major  of  the  34th,  and  had  seen 
service  in  the  old  Middlesex  County  Yeom 
been  playing  at  soldiering  for  twenty  yeai 
heard  him  remark,  and  only  caught  ti 
further,  but  they  were  of  that  wonderful  sc 
up  so  much  that  was  in  the  minds  of  ma 
Tuno  r' — that  was  it — with  a  sort  of  res 
was  "  And  now  1  *'  with  almost  ail  of  as. 

I  think  the  situation  was  even  more  c 
than  for  the  rest  of  us,  for  to  the  regula 

*  Nnpier  w&s  mortally  wounded   at  Sonekal,  Dccf 
died  tbo  foUowiog  day. 
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of  that  chief  offenoe  the  "  amateur  soldier,"  and 
wdl  bollied  accordingly.  Besides,  I  fear  he 
the  efficacy  of  bo  mach  of  that  play  of  which  he 
now  he  was  face  to  face  with  what  promised  to  be 
Hie  memory  of  the  jingling,  showy  picturesque- 
wm  of  the  trainings  of  many  yesterdays  may  have 
ihaidy  began  to  mock  him,  for  I  had  observed  him, 
tan  a  night  stable  guard's  point  of  view,  walking  through 
Ita  dim,  with  a  look  of  perplexity.    He  was  one  of  our 


there  was  Agnew,*  in  our  Section — our  room — 
ftc  oot  juat  acrooB  from  me,  reserved,  silent,  modest 
A0HW,  with  his  high  sense  of  duty,  the  least  articulate 
iwj  of  OB — he  seemed  to  have  so  little  use  for  words — 
ta  Amply  pnTsned  his  way,  the  thing  in  hand,  with  a 
Am^Bd.  unquestioning  force,  the  persistence  of  an  instinct. 
Hi  pvored  his  mettle  later. 

We  were  a  group  of  men  of  all  sorts  and  conditions. 
He  of  OS  "  red  line  'eroes,"  yet.  There  were  ever  two 
iin  to  A  shield.  The  orderly  room,  for  instance,  was  a 
a  chaotic,  drunken  disgrace.  There  were  those 
OS  who  viewed  it  with  extreme  disquietude,  because 
felt  that  if  this  was  a  specimen  of  what  was  possible 
oor  Army  system  we  had  the  best  reasons  to  be 
with  oar  prospect.  I  was  called  upon  to  do 
Section  Sergeant's  writing  and  copying,  so  that  I 
had  occasion  to  visit  this  room,  where  the 
and  attestation  papers  of  the  Company  were  then 
and  there  can  be  no  two  honest  ways  of  thinking 
tiM  matter.  It  would  have  been  far  better  for  the 
and  for  us,  ii  we  had  all  been  amateurs  even  if 
had  blondered  a  httle  at  first. 

As  tune  went  by,  managers  of  theatres  and  music-halls 

IS  iDTitations,  and  those  who  chose  to  do  so  accepted 

and  patriotic  songs  were  bellowed  at  us  ad  natiseam. 

lb  WB  anxious  to  do  something  to  deserve  these  obla- 

What  was  more  pleasant  was  the  occasional  dinner 

*  niW<i  M  TwMfontein  on  ChruiioM  momixig,  1901. 
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party,  tendered  to  us  by  town  friends,  to 
now  and  then  allowed  to  go,  on  special  pa 

There  is  little  else  of  interest  to  chronicl 
life.    Eiding  and  drilling  continued  for 
more;  insurance  agents  and  salesmen  ta 
neighbouring  restaurants  and  Harrod's  anc 
got  to  know  us  pretty  familiarly.     Lord  ] 
each  man  of  his  Section  a  good  blanket. 
gave  each  man  of  our  Section  a  good  wate 
bag,  which,  in  my  own  case,  became  oi 
valued  possessions  on  the  campaign.     Th 
three  bad  falls  on  parade  in  the  park, 
busy ;  friends  came  to  say  goodbye ;  we 
only  awaiting  suitable  ocean  transport,  ai 
past  and  guesses  of  the  future,  after  light 
about  the  barrack-room  fire,  would  contin 
night,  and  there  was  little  sound  sleep  fc 
expectancy. 

At  last,  at  the  end  of  February,  word  cu 
ready.  Through  lack  of  sufficient  accomn 
ship,  only  a  portion  of  the  horses  could 
and,  much  to  my  disappointment,  my  little 
among  those  chosen — it  proved  to  be  mist 
on  the  part  of  those  concerned  in  her  rej- 
one  of  the  very  best.  How  she  and  I  met  i 
of  Maitland  Camp, 


0 


CHAPTER   in 

THB  VOYAOB  OUT 

N  the  night  of  February  27th  we  got  no  sleep.  It  ^'"• 
w»a  the  first  night-march.  There  were  to  be  many 
iabm|Q0Dt  ones.  Oar  barrack-room  was  crowded  with 
bnSft,  and  one  of  the  section  very  hospitably  '^  set  up  " 
ftfDod  sapper  for  the  whole  room.  At  2.30  a.m.,  Ash 
Witowflny  moming,  February  28th,  we  set  oat,  across 
LoodoD^  for  Maiden  Lane  Station,  the  L.  A  N.  W.  Railway 
Station.  Those  whose  horses  had  been  selected 
monnts,  and  the  remainder  marched  in  "full 
order."  There  was  not  much  of  bravery,  or  of 
o  speeding  of  the  parting  guest^  to  mark  the 
A  tery  few  friends,  a  shouting  string  of  cab- 
loafers,  and  femmei  du  pavi — that  was  all.     We 


our  horses  and  were  ourselves  crowded  into  '^••atnimtm 
■■Ijf  ■iiiiilliiig  compartments  of  third-class  carriages. 
We  ateried  about  5.30,  and  later  in  the  day,  about 
LlOp.m.,  we  arrived  at  Liverpool  by  the  dockaide  (Canada 
flwifci)  with  no  other  accident  than  one  dead  horse — 
iD  death  by  a  fellow-traveller.  At  the  shipside  we 
o^ier  C<Hnpanie8,  and  with  lees  confusion  than  might 

rkazpeeted,  we  embarked  on  the  White  Star  s.s.  Cymric 
hotwm.  kita,  and  aU.  some  time  before  sunset.    I  had 
ioable  dnty  to  dOp  for  I  was  "told  off*'  to  take  Major 
Dkflbiae**  bags  aboard,  and  to  remain  responsible  for  them» 
■  well  aa  tnj  own  kit,  until  all  should  be  aboard. 
Aflff    ZDaoy    little     scenes    of    farewell,    and    many  gowoihe 
abonta  from  ship  to  dockside,  and  the  hurry  of 


Jl 
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belated  messengers,  we  dropped  down  tt 
anchored  for  the  night. 

We  sailed  early  the  following  morning,  Tl 
1st,  and  as  we  passed  Holyhead,  it  was  i 
that  Ladysmith  had  been  relieved.  This 
pleasant  weather,  and  the  fact  that  there 
work  to  do  kept  the  men  in  very  good  spir 
of  our  leaving  England's  ahores,  and  the] 
and  whistling  on  every  hand. 

The  Cymric  was  a  splendid  12,000-tc 
twin-screw  steamship,  as  steady  as  a  house. 
of  the  largest  cargo  and  passenger  steame 
had  been  taken  from  the  Liverpool-New  Y 
this  transport  work.  She  was  such  a  fix 
that  there  was  little  excuse  for  sea-sicknee 
of  all,  a  few  men  became  quite  ill,  a  lot  felt 
unfit  for  work,  and  for  a  few  days  this  thre 
on  those  who  were  well 

Large  as  our  good  ship  was  we  were  \ 
Our  treatment,  accommodatiou,  and  food 
told,  a  great  improvement  on  that  which 
on  transports  a  Uttle  earlier  in  the  war  had 
The  Cymric  now  had  over  1,300  sotiIs  ab 
the  following  companies :  1st  and  2ud 
Gloucestershire,  4th  Glamorganshire,  20 
Horse,  33rd  East  Kent,  34th  and  35th  '. 
36th  West  Kent.  There  were  two  gun  se 
three  civil  surgeons,  sixteen  other  ofiic 
details — altogether  94  officers  and  1  JOG  noi 
officers  and  men  and  a  crew  of  about  12^ 
were  450  horses. 

We  were  at  once  assigned  to  special 
duties  in  cose  of  fire,  and  throughout  tl 
alarms  were  occasionally  sounded  in  orde 
might  be  practised  to  occupy  their  pot 
confusion  or  loss  of  time. 

The  officers  were  quite  apart  from  u; 
pleasant  cabins  on  the  upper  decks.    The 
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OMM-rooms  between  decks  and  amidBhip,  and  they 
VBB  told  off  into  messes  of  about  sixteen  men  to  each  table. 
Two  moaa- orderlies  were  chosen  for  each  table.  There 
vm  aepttEate  messes  for  the  sergeants. 

We  were  soon  organised  for  systematic  work.  Some 
had  stable  duties,  some  were  swabbers,  others  chose  to 
ht  men-orderlies,  there  were  assistant  stewards,  kitchen 
orderlies,  guards,  sentries,  M.P.'s  (Military 
b).  and  pioneers.  I  was  made  one  of  the  latter, 
Kad  I  found  myself  one  of  thirty  under  Sergeant  Hunt 
dt  Um  Bast  Kents,  a  man  who  had  once  held  a  lieutenant's 
I— mt—wTtn  in  a  cavalry  regiment,  and  a  very  pleasant 
aad  able  ganger  be  proved  to  be.  He  could  be  firm  when 
hft  wkhed.  My  Section  Sergeant  claimed  me  for  stable 
tejTv  and  as  many  of  the  men  were  suffering  from  "  Oh, 
My!*'  and  I  was  sorry  for  them,  I  did  not  complain. 
fi^pnnt  Hunt,  however,  soon  learnt  that  I  was  given 
Aer  than  pioneer  work,  and  became  indignant,  and, 
vcfl  knowing  the  ropes,  talked  so  Huently  to  my  Section 
ol  the  trouble  any  one  might  get  into  who 
to  interfere  with  his  men  that  I  was  allowed 
to  parage  my  way  as  a  free  pioneer  unmolested  for  the 
■■■inder  of  the  voyage. 

Oar  work  was  hard  manual  labour,  mostly  shoulder  and 
tnek  work,  and  block-and-tackle  hauling  ;  but  the  hours 
am,  not  long  and  squads  had  alternate  days  of  duty.  We 
kid  to  get  the  stores,  provisions,  and  drinks  up  from  the 
the  oold-storage  rooms,  and  take  them  to  their 
departments.  From  the  mysterious  and  dim 
ol  fthe  ship  we  hauled  sacks  of  potatoes,  barrels 
r«  eases  and  barrels  of  bottled  beer,  soda-water  and 
1,  and  many  different  kinds  of  stores  besides.  As 
aand  the  tropics,  drink-hauling  cut  a  principal  figure 
ir  work,  and  more  than  4,000  bottles  had  to  be  dealt 
ID  a  day.  All  this  driuk  was  sold  to  the  men  at  a 
profit,  and  I  hardly  see  why  the  men  should  have  been 
it  to  do  the  work  of  handhng  it  for  the  steamship 
Empty  bottles,  barrels,  and  cases  hod  to  take 
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a  return  journey  into  store-rooms  and  hold 
disagreeable  duty  was  the  carrying  of  het 
frozen  beef  from  the  cold  rooms  to  the  kil 
meat  was  hard,  unwieldy,  greasy,  and  i 
shouldering  it  up  and  down  the  narrow  g 
ladders  was  neither  pleasant  nor  easy  work 
this  meat  "  embalmed  beef "  ;  it  came  fc 
The  butchers  gave  us  cloths  to  put  over 
shoulders,  but  before  we  reached  our  goa 
dodging  the  horses  in  gangways  of  the  bU 
pitching  of  the  ship,  our  ill-balanced,  weigh 
slip  and  shift  out  of  place,  and  protruding  fat 
one's  neck  and  hair  with  a  playful  persists 
nasty  work,  but  I  daresay  that  the  unfortui 
had  still  more  disagreeable  duties  to  perfor 
the  mess-orderlies  an  enviable  time.  Their  w 
of  women,  seemed  never  ended  :  hungry 
them,  and,  waiting  in  line  at  the  kitchen  d 
under-stewards'  mess-room  gratings,  not  o: 
patience  and  tempera  of  our  servitors,  but,  a 
fighting  qualities.  No  sooner  had  they  wa 
had  their  tables  inspected  than  it  seemed  t 
to  be  thinking  of  securing  a  place  in  the  wai 
the  next  meal. 

At  night  we  slung  our  hammocks  from  the 
the  mess  tables.  Fortunately  the  ship  wai 
her  keel,  and  we  had  such  fine  weather, 
possible  to  leave  port-holes  open  at  almo 
One  of  the  first  duties  in  the  morning  was 
hammocks  and  blankets,  for  they  had  to  be 
racks.  I  did  not  like  the  closer  air  of  the  mt 
I  managed  to  sleep  on  deck,  forward,  in  tl 
whole  voyage. 

Everything  was  done  with  regularity  anc 
and  by  bugle-call.    If  anything,  wo  got  too 
for  some  call  or  another  it  was  going  every 
of  the  day.     Some  of  the  principal   calls 
fine ;    for   reveille,    for    instance,    fourteen 


THE  VOYAGE  OUT 


45 


And   there  was  no  mistakiiig    the    hoar    to 


Stable  doty  consisted  of  undivided  attention  to  the 
hone.  The  aiails  had  to  be  raked  out ;  they  were  very 
■anoWt  jast  large  enough  to  accommodate  a  single^ 
itetflhif;  horse.  They  were  partitioned  by  movable 
hittds — with  one  short  front  locking  board,  over  which 
tkftfriacnied  horse  stretched  his  head  to  catch  the  air  of 
te  giDgway  and  to  feed ;  he  could  not  lie  down.  To 
ciniiiio  the  poor  beasts  we  led  them  out  into  the  gang- 
Wt^  oo  which  large,  thick  rope-mats  were  laid,  and  we 
nBnml  them  up  and  down  in  an  endless  string.  We 
poomad  them  as  best  we  could.  There  were  appointed 
ieediDg  -  hours.      Lieutenant     Wallis,      the     battahon 

very  assiduously  looked  after  the  food   and 
of    the  horses,   and  he    was    extraordinarily 

for  only  three  horses  succumbed  on  the 
nyaga.  It  was  an  easier  matter  to  get  the  horse  from 
the  stall  than  to  get  him  in  again.  Some  horses  gave  so 
wmeh  trouble  that  it  required  the  united  eJlorts  of  several 
itDOBg  men  to  back  them  into  their  stalls.  Stables  were 
aled  loiir  times  daily,  so  that  every  attention  that  could 
bt  vaA  paid  our  mounts.  They  seemed  so  pleased  to  have 
%  kindly  notice  taken  of  them,  and  in  answer  to  a  friendly 
Maigjo  I  would  frequently  stop  and  give  their  ears  that 
fBOtie  nibbing  which  seemed  to  bo  so  grateful  a  sensation 
lo  thoDO*  A  strong  stable-guard  remained  in  the  stable 
pagwaya  all  night. 

Ilia  natural  incidents  of  ordinary  sea  voyages  resemble 
mA  other  very  closely  :  some  voyages  are  fair,  some  foul 
— «an  was  as  fine  a  one  as  we  could  have  prayed  for. 
Iha  paiiicillats  I  have  given  will  enable  a  reader  to  judge 
vftat  oar  life,  as  an  Imperial  Yeomanry  Company  out* 
laid  boofld  to  the  seat  of  war,  was  like.  Neither  the 
wmtbrn  nor  the  incidents  are  matters  of  very  great  import- 
am  IB  this  story,  and  its  relation  must  not  bo  farther 

The  story,  however,  would  not  be  complete 
ftba  outlines  of  this  southward  journey. 
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Ifc  ifi  (difficult  to  understand  why  many  ] 
bored  on  the  sea — the  "  monotony  "  of  i 
never  weighed  disagreeably  upon  myself. 
cares  to  read,  old  Ocean  makes  things  eas] 
constant  turning  of  fresh  pages,  and  interes 
flag  in  such  a  picture-book. 


ffi« 


"  San,  wind,  and  cloud  shnU  fttU  not  from 
btingmg,  ringing  spindrift,  nor  the  fulmar  fi 

Yet  there  were  those  here  who  were  sim 
and  who  longed  to  be  on  dry  land  again. 
comfort  or  absorption  in  the  gambling  circl 
or  slept  out  what  little  leisure  they  got. 
excitements,  which  the  new  and  enthusi 
enters  in  the  diary,  attracted  most  of  us 
spouting  whales,  frisking  porpoises,  flying  f 
and  adventurous  nautilus,  a  passing  sail 
bunch  of  wreckage,  and  so  forth. 
Th« c»ix*rio8.  On  Sunday,  March  4fch,  there  was  a  c 
and,  in  the  absence  of  a  chaplain,  Captain 
master  of  the  Cymric,  read  the  service.  0 
in  the  early  morning,  we  called  at  Las  ] 
Canaries,  and  a  big  mail,  a  multitude  of 
letters,  was  taken  ashore.  We  were  quid 
by  the  bamboats  of  the  place,  and  we  wi 
buy  many  articles  —  chocolate,  cigars, 
bananas,  all  of  very  bad  quality  at  exoi 
The  noisy  bartering  down  the  side  of  o 
brought  out  many  dialects  of  the  British 
realised  what  a  list  of  the  different  way 
English  might  mean.  An  officer  once 
"damned  suburban  lot."  The  epithet  stu< 
fitted  ;  it  had  a  sound  of  cleverness — the  cl 
ness  of  quip  affected  by  the  smart,  al 
of  truth.  Here  Oxford  and  Yorkshire,  ( 
Cork,  Aberdeen  and  Merthyr  shouted  agai 
in  accents  of  rich  racial   flavour.     There 


significance  about  suburban  English,  in  spite 
Schools,  or  perhaps,  because  of  them. 
Almil  noon  of  this  day,  upon  our  departure  from  Las 
lymafi,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Fife  Light  Horse  died 
cf  fMnmonia.     His   taking-o£f  ^vas  very   sudden;    ap- 
fmBtOj  he  had  been  ill  only  a  few  hours.    He  was  seized 
m  the  morning,  and  buried  at  five  o'clock,  just  before 
■Bdovn.     The  service  was  read  by  Captain  Lindsay ;  the 
oenmony  was  a  most  impressive  one.    All  the  Companies 
itesd  pacaded  in  various  parts  of  the  decks.    Thirty- 
borth  Company  was  on  the  port  side  of  the  hospital  door ; 
nnw  the  body  brought  out  by  members  of  his  Company ; 
i«M  neatly  aeved  in  canvas,  and  weighted.    It  was  at 
mm  oovered  by  the  Union  Jack.     Ail  the  officers  saluted, 
fca  men  stood,  silent,  at  attention.     The  air  was  warm 
mi  bdghi  with  sunshine,  and  the  sea  was  very  calm.    A 
enoos  and  rather  moving  incident  attended  the  ceremony. 
fkm  ^Marj  was  related  after  this  fashion.     The  Fifeshires 
M  dflBPad  to  have  their  comrade  buried  to  the  sound  of 
ft*  pvpoa,  b^^  ^be  Company  found  themselves  without 
ftem.     An  Englishman  had  pipes  and  could  play  them. 
B»  led  the  procession,  and,  as  it  moved  aft,  a  very  plain- 
life,  Bttgle.  minor  note,  a  sorrowful  lamentation,  arose.     I 
bid  never  guessed  such  a  resource  in  the  instrument ;  its 
eocpresBion  of  trouble  was  most  impressive.    The 
A»wed  down  for  a  moment.    The  size  of  the  ship 
deck  engines  and  rigging  prevented  our  Company 
▼iewisg  much   of  the  ceremony  from  where  we 
Itod  amidihip;  the  burial  took  place  aft. 
Od  the  8ih  we  were  off  Cape  Verde,  and  on  the  14th 
paaaing  east  of  Ascension.     It  was  on  this  day 
^d  our  first  practice  firing  on  board  ship.     Upon 
ion  our  rifles  had  been  deposited  in  the  Armoury. 
now  issued,  and  after  some  manual  drill  we 
paraded,  by  sections,  at  the  stem.     This  firing  was 
4  BO  Bcactical   help  to  us.     We  were  ordered  to  load, 
pmait  Aod  fire  by  number,  and  in  little  volleys  of  about 
Uf  1  doaen  rifles  at  a  time.    The  mark  was  a  deal  box 
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or  case  pitched  overboard,  and  it  was  shot 
been  left  behind  by  the  ship  about  400  yard 
no  possibility  for  an  individual  of  the  firing 
his  own  aim.  If  the  volley  were  not  as  or 
were  ructions.  Many  bullets  splashed  wid 
The  officers  seemed  to  take  little  interea 
point — accuracy  of  shooting;  what  seen 
importance  to  them  was  the  fit  of  a  usele 
set  of  a  tunicr  or  the  correct  angle  of  the  ct 
cap.  Their  constant  assumption  of  indiffe 
of  vital  importance  acted  as  a  pall  on  the 

any  individual.     '*I  thought *'  began  a 

"  Oh,  you're  not  paid  to  think ;  your  oflSc* 
thinking !  "  shouted  the  sergeant.  We 
shooting.  I  suppose  the  officers  got  tirei 
the  supply  of  free  boxes  gave  out.  An  oj 
could  have  been  improved  was  negloctei 
firing  under  an  informed  and  careful  serges 
done  so  much  to  familiarise  men  with  the 
its  uses  as  an  accurate  striker.  A  cheap  pj 
which  could  be  inflated  might  be  devised ; 
such  a  mark  much  spare  time  on  voyages 
interesting  and  useful  to  the  men.  The  woj 
lives  with  trifles  should  not  be  deemed  a  i 
supreme  importance  as  to  occupy  the  mosi 
of  learning-hours.  The  effect  of  our  systei 
by  contrasting  the  attitudes  of  mind  towa: 
the  English  soldier  and  the  Boer. 

Put  a  Mauser  into  the  hands  of  the  a 
soldier — the  soldier  our  system  turns  out,  e 
of  South  African  warfare — and  there  is  a  fi 
he  might  open  the  breech  and  look  down  t 
a  critical  eye  to  see  if  a  pull-through  had  bee 
it  recently,  not  for  accuracy's  nor  for  the 
but  because  he  has  an  inspection  of  rifles  i 
more  than  likely,  however,  that  he  would 
drill  by  number  and  wind  up  with  an  exhit 
arms."     *'  One !    Two  I    Three  I  "  and  you 
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I»rrot-Iike.  an  incantation  of  ibis  sort ;  "  .  .  . 
Iltag  it  lightly  at  the  fall  hex-tent  of  the  right  harm, 
lifn  ftlantin*  downwards,  meetin'  it  smartly  with  the 
kft  'H»d  ixamediately  behind  the  backsite,  thumb  between 
sad  barrel  pointin*  towards  the  muzzle ;  at  the  same 
place  the  'ollow  of  the  right  fut  against  the  left  'eel, 
Ut  ImflfWT  straight.  The  weight  of  the  rifle  to  be  sup- 
firted  by  the  left  'and  !  "  '*  One  !  Two  !  Three  I  " 
ttii  ii  about  one-third  of  the  longest  manual  order  by 
ambecfi,  and  it  is  the  Colonel's  salute.  To  him  the  rifle 
■Mhinore  than  an  accoutrement,  a  part  of  his  equip- 
■■il^to  be  kept  clean  and  fit  for  inspections,  an  ornament 
d  ntaoal  drill,  fie  knows  little  about  it  as  an  instrument 
the  accurate  projection  of  dangerous  missiles.  From 
point  of  view  only  will  it  All  him  with  the  joy  of 
bale;  let  his  fancy  but  put  a  bayonet  on  it,  or  let  him 
niag  it  about  as  a  club,  smd  in  his  eyes  you  will  see  a 
JMy  iiMH  light  indicating  his  soul's  desire  is  for  a  hand- 
Mend  fight.     Then  he  will  descant  upon  its  defects  as  a 

Pot  a  Iiec-£nfield  rifle  into  the  hands  of  a  Boer,  and 

^  &st  motioD  is  to  weigh  it  well,  thereby  ascertaining 

ae  halenrf^     Then  he  will  examine  the  sights,  work  the 

OMb  coechanisiu  ;  he  will  be  curious  about  the  magazine 

■i  pMT  thooghtfally  down  the  barrel,  then  be  will  aim, 

]t^  and  deliberately,  like  a  hunter ;  he  will  test  the  sights 

9tm  lad  over,  and  nuzzle  the  shoulder-piece  against  his 

^mk;  after  all  that  a  far-away  hght  will  come  into  his 

ifeiL  end  be  will  ask — for  a  cartridge.    To  him  it  is  an 

■amieot  for  killing,  for  the  accomplishment,  from  a 

Mtiamet  and  from  under  cover,  of  certain  harmful  results 

ttl  tela  of  ▼iolenoe.    He  keeps  it  clean,  not  because  of 

y  attie   of  cleanliness,  but   because  he  knows    (who 

IsBarT}  Ibat  it  will  do  a  hunter's  bidding  more  accurately 

badeeo  and  labhcated  condition. 

Wodc  relaxed  a  little  for  a  few  degrees  of  latitude.  Our 
Mttoodod  youths,  I  daresay,  found  the  tropics  hot 
!_■■■  S,  uui  ^  i^^^  t^6  ^Azy  influence  of  the  heat.     The 
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horses  showed  the  keenest  pleasure  at 
sponged  with  vinegar  and  water.  They 
dieted.  The  pioneers  had  a  busy  time  ¥ 
of  bottles,  for  it  was  thirsty  weather.  "^ 
twice  reminded  that  pioneers'  duties  he 
danger,  for  ropes  would  sometimes  slip 
barrels  fell  with  a  crash  of  glass  twent; 
below ;  luckily  none  of  us  was  injured. 
hair  close-cropped.  The  barber's  chair  \ 
bucket  by  the  wide  stable  galley.  Dress 
airiest  fashion.  The  Captain  ordered  sails 
for  baths  at  reveille,  and  for  those  who  pn 
there  was  a  pamp  and  hose.  4 

Some  athletic  sports  were  got  up,  and 
these  and  obstacle  races  excited  attentioi 
Boxing  and  competitions  at  arms  were  tl 
events.  Barrington,  of  our  Section,  distil 
as  a  light-weight  boxer  and  satisfied  all  con: 
of  the  35th  Company,  proved  the  best  n 
singlestick.  A  Glamorgan  man  took  t\ 
championship.  Sergeant-Major  Langle; 
supplied  musical  accompaniments,  and  **  ] 
had  never  sounded  so  appropriate  to  us  ; 
this  big  shipload  of  young  patriots  on  the 

In  the  obstacle  race  one  man  was  sti 
and  another  almost  electrocuted,  for  the 
neor  had  thoughtfully  dropped  the  end 
into  the  water-tank,  which  was  the  mi( 

The  doctors  invited  volunteers  to 
against  enteric  fever,  and  many  men 
hjrpodermically  injected  in  the  region  c 
and  in  consequence  the  decks  became 
where  men,  feeling  very  ill  and  uncomfo: 
lor  several  days.  As  to  the  eflicacy  oi 
prevent  enteric,  I  cannot  speak.  One  si: 
express  decided  opinions  upon  a  matte 
about  which  so  little  is  known.  On  the 
men  of  our  Company  died  of  this  awful 
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lid  ifier  many  months  of  campaigning  I  came  to  this 
with  myself — that  the  greatest  dangers  in 
liy  in  the  "water,  and  in  food  that  had  lain  open  to 
viRlBtion  of  flies  and  dost,  especially  to  the  former, 
ifaink  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  flies  go  from 
to  tents  ;  myriads  took  refuge  in  the  tents  as  the 
%mned  and  night  fell.  It  is  conceivable  that  such 
i—iiyini  might  bring  to  meat  and  to  opened  tins  of 
JM,  oQodenfied  milk,  and  to  dixies  of  lukewarm  tea  or 
ofce.  the  deadliest  germs.  It  appeared  to  me  thatjthese 
9aa  at  times  lay  dormant  in  the  systems  of  apparently 
kahby  men,  and  that  to  a  man  so  poisoned  a  mere  chill 
noU  ptorve  £atal.  Men  undoubtedly  kept  in  better 
With  when  constantly  on  the  trek,  and  to  me  a  long- 
camp  and  a  hospital  were  a  horror  and  a  death- 
I  hardly  ever  drank  water  that  had  not  been 
•a  tea  or  coffee.  However  thirsty  I  might  be  I 
Ixnke  faith  i«ith  myself ;  if  I  did  I  had  always  in 
ttie  probable  purity  of  the  source.  I  took  the 
to  subject  my  meat  to  great  heat,  and  to  cover 
rataons.  Such  conditions  with  one*s  self  are 
%t  impooBible  if    one  keeps  in   mind   the  penalty  of 


Oat  off  from  the  world  as  we  were  we  saw  that 
£0|^iDd  was  going  about  her  work  and  purpose  with 
adhalaUe  ^th.  There  were  other  troopships  than 
aa  **— *"^g  and  going  ;  we  made  out  the  Umbria  home- 
ngd  boond,  and  overtook  and  passed  the  Ghoorka  with 
9  Uiald  freight.  A  few  more  days  came  and  went. 
■4  Ihe  15th  we  passed  east  of  ^t.  Helena,  and  we  knew 
-SB^Ttts,  of  a  truth,  to  be  in  another  hemisphere.  At 
'^d  DflW  and  strange  constellations  twinkled  upon  us. 
Se  8o>Dthem  Cross  was  a  subject  of  debate  on  watch. 
im  became  less  keen  to  be  amused,  and  they  prepared 
«r  Attovden  that  might  meet  us  at  Capo  Town.  Nearly 
^ooe  had  letters  to  write. 

il  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  March  20th  the 
of    engine^throbs.   the  rattling  of  an   anchor- 
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chain,  and  the  difference  in  motion  and 
rise  and  fall  without  progreBs,  a  lisping  la 
woke  ns  and  made  us  aware  of  the  fac 
riding  in  Table  Bay,  or  hard  by  it.    1^ 
about  by  four  o'clock. 

Daylight  disclosed  an  immense  number 
mostly  troopships  and  transport  steamers, 
scattered  in  the  Bay,  many  waiting  fo 
accommodation.  It  was  unnecessary  to  i 
Mountain,  for  it  loomed  up  magnificent 
But  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  h 
to  see,  we  were  told  was  far  down  tl 
sight. 

We  got  a  chance  to  cheer  the  Maine  at 
ships.  Much  time  was  lost  awaiting  ei( 
the  landing-stages  or  orders  not  to  hand, 
to  spend  three  days  aboard  ship.  They  w 
by  any  moans,  but  had  the  necessity  arise 
could  have  been  crowded  into  one.  S< 
officers  went  ashore  in  a  small  boat,  ta 
a  largo  mail.  The  Captain,  in  handi 
money  to  the  boat,  managed  to  drop  i 
and  over  six  pounds  went  to  the  botto: 
of  postage  would  account  for  a  goc 
letters. 

In  the  meanwhile  kits,  baggage,  an( 
were  brought  up,  overhauled,  and  sorted, 
scramble  among  the  o£BcerB  for  their  Coi 
ment  of  tents  and  camp  outfits,  I  was 
weary  hours  over  a  great  heap  of  tent 
lively  and  grateful  remembrance  of  Majoi 
taking  note  of  the  time  I  had  been  on  g 
had  occasion  to  pass  and  repass  me  seve 
the  day,  and  he  himself  went  to  inquire 
not  been  sent.  For  the  next  few  days  t 
deal  of  monotonous  day  and  night  gu 
much  hauling  of  cargo  from  the  holds, 
busy  deck  engines  and  steam  winches  wa 
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few  men  were  fartonate  enough  to  get  duties  which  took 
them  on  short  'visits  to  hmd.  The  Captain  obtained  a 
fkoe  hj  the  qoay-side  at  last,  and,  once  we  were  moored, 
tbare  was  a  hurrying  hither  and  thither  and  heaps  of  kit 

f  nd  gear  began  to  accumulate  on  the  pier. 

t 
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badly  wrenched    the    muscles.      In   fchia 

particuJarly  inappropriate. 

We  stayed  at  Maitland  Camp  for  very  r 
We  understood  that  we  were  here  to  und 
of  finishing  training,  to  fit  us  for  active 
veldt.  I  fear  we  ourselves  learnt  little  c 
but  it  was  perhaps  as  well  for  us  that  ti 
from  the  life  on  board  ship  into  active 
here,  so  near  the  real  thing,  our  officers  ( 
away  from  their  beloved  fetich.  We  we 
practise  close-order*  battalion  movemei 
form,  the  rear  pack  and  saddle  decorati* 
tradition  and  superstition  must  be  kept  t 
difficult  to  abandon  training  I  Now  a  ne 
added  and  a  nosebag  with  a  day's  feed 
practically  neglected,  for  no  serviceable  j 
nated  for  his  rations ;  I  and  although  ther 
mess-tin,  a  mess-tin  will  not  hold  a  day'f 
it  a  suitable  receptacle  for  rations  for  a 
When  I  saw  my  horse  so  dressed  I  coi: 
cried  aloud  in  protest  of  the  absurdity  i 
would  have  been  mutiny,  and  I  really  did 
the  front. 

One  of  the  earliest  responsibilities  of  o 
furnish  about  twenty  men  for  a  guard  for 
it  was  said  had  been  threatened  to  be  d 
bridge  was  some  few  miles  up  the  railws 
our  first  active  service  duty,  and  the  de 
guard  were  watched  with  keen  interest, 
first  saw  what  it  meant  to  turn  out  and 
the  encumbrances  of  a  fully-dressed  saddl 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  men  were 
for  a  saddle  so  top-heavy  had  a  tendency 

*  So  close  were  some  of  oar  wheelings  that  some  of 
legs  became  badly  craahed,  and  at  timee  oentre  hon 
lifted  from  their  feet. 

t  The  first  haversacks  issued  to  ns  were  of  such  flirr 
the;  BOOD  went  lo  pieces  upon  being  put  lo  use. 
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10  tbe  baily  of  the  horse,  and  it  was  a  poor  chance  that 
OMO  had  of  puiwing  inspection  on  parade  who  had  not 
Bb-«actaon  comrades  ready  to  rash  in  on  the  first  sign  of 
ID  overbalancing.  A  good  deal  of  kit  was,  not  anforta- 
nitely,  lost  on  these  expeditions. 

Major  Daibiac  proved  himself  a  keen  horseman,  and  I 
ikiak  a  duty  in  which  he  greatly  delighted  was  going 
mt  the  reraoojatB,  although  he  took  no  trouble  to  dis- 
(lise  that  he  had  a  poor  opinion  of  the  class  of  horse 
Mai  to  as.  On  one  of  his  kraal  fatigues  I  chose  a  mount 
vbach  he  approved,  but  I  only  rode  him  a  few  days, 
Qving  to  the  very  strange  and,  to  me,  very  happy 
"■•*^»ng  with  my  little  mare  from  Knightsbridge.  She 
had  OQmA  over  with  a  big  shipload,  and  one  morning  I 
fcmd  her  tethered  in  our  lines,  just  opposite  my  tent, 
vkesB  she  had  been  tied  by  a  stable  guard  who  had  found 
im  loose  in  the  lines  during  the  night.  She  hod  suffered 
a  sood  deal  on  the  voyage  out,  but  I  took  her  to  Major 
Ditfaiao,  and  he  seemed  very  pleased  to  grant  me  per- 
■isrioD  to  exchange,  after  I  had  told  him  her  claim  upon 
■B.  She  soon  picked  up  with  the  care  I  bestowed  upon 
ks;  and  something  of  her  old  style  and  spirit  returned. 
Xaitland  Camp  was  a  very  large  one,  and  was 
ly  growing,  as  shipload  on  shipload  of  troops 
Our  duties  were  numerous  and  hard,  con- 
of  quarter,  water,  stable,  night-stable,  amma- 
haadqaarters,  and  other  guards  and  "  sentry-goes"; 
ration  and  forage  fatigues,  camp-cleaning 
hone  watering,  stables,  drills,  parades,  sham* 
and  sham-battles.  We  were  kept  well 
it  from  xvfeille  to  *'  lights  out.'*  The  one  relaxation 
nsf^te  we  had  to  look  forward  to  was  an  occasional 
to  Cape  Town  or  the  Observatory  Club.  This  Club 
S  small  but  hospitable  institution  about  half-way 
Moitland  and  Cape  Town,  where,  for  a  reason- 
9ki$  pruMf  W8  oonld  obtain  a  very  good  and  clean  supper. 
&M  dob  ereningB  are  one  of  our  few  pleasant  recoUec* 
Ifan  of  Mfti*^^"^  Camp,  and  the  fun  of  waiting  and 


si  battalion 
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I  did  not  note  his  coming  among  the  m 
passing,  and  he  turned  in  to  where  I  stoo 
shouted,  "Why  didn't  you  salute  me? 
will  you?"  and  mumbled  threateningly  i 
went  on. 

The  Battalion  forage  and  ration  fatigues  y 
very  arduous.  The  long,  single  files  of  men 
of  boxes  of  biscuits,  jam,  officers'  wine  cas 
or  oats,  and  other  stores  sometimes  remin 
lines  of  fish  porters  at  Billingsgate.  I  do 
be  understood  that  I  refer  to  the  choic 
excl  usi  vely .  The  strained  and  bendin] 
burdened  men,  the  ant-like  application  ai 
of  accumulations  by  many  hands  was  disti; 
of  some  busy  centre  of  human  toil.  We  le 
about  the  law  of  gravitation  in  relation  t 
sacks  of  oats  and  bales  of  hay  that  is  not  to 
text-books  of  philosophy.  '*  Sixteen  horse 
joke,  although  we  tried  to  make  it  one ; 
heavy  nature  for  hearty  humour. 

One  of  our  last  duties  in  Maitland  ^ 
morning  in  practising  some  fancy  and  ini 
folding  horse  blankets,  as  if  blankets  wej 
we  waiters.  I  have  seen  a  Boer  dismount 
adjust  blankets,  saddle  again,  and  remo 
prisoner  convoy  proceeded  a  few  yards — 
fifty  yards,  perhaps  less.  So  also  do  thesi 
easy  to  the  Australian ;  but  picture  a  Cc 
sudden  call  to  saddle,  in  the  dark  of  a  v 
on  active  service,  groping  upon  their 
fantastic  cavahy  tricks  with  a  blanket — wl 
burning  I 

Apparently  the  Battalion   had  an   app 
some  superior  General,  who  was  to  havi 
mounted,   before  we   entrained   for   the 
paraded  in   the  scrub,  and  for  two  or  t 

*  CJB,  is  short  tot  '*  Confiaed  to  Barraol 
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wmtti  hia  pIcMnre,  but  he  never  appeared,  and  we  were 
inflf  impreosed  with  the  greatness  of  his  position.  On 
floe  or  two  occasions  the  tension  of  expectation  was  severe 
m  we  reined  in,  in  long  Iines»  our  restive  mounts,  with 
NT  Exfle  ftt  the  cany,  but  ever  the  young  but  unabashed 
taff  officer  appeAred  with  the  great  one's  curt  message. 
OorMaior'a  handsome  face  at  these  moments  was  a  study 
k  expiession.  I  imagine  that  only  Kings  can  aifurd  to 
•OBe  upon  the  stroke  of  the  hoar  or  keep  faith  with  those 


On  April  12th  we  were  paid  in  full  to  the  end  of 
Madt.  We  took  it  as  a  sign — for  we  were  seeking  after 
«p» — that  we  were  to  move  out  of  this  Slough  of  Despond. 
Qm  fikB  14th,  in  the  morning,  there  was  an  ambitious 
iMai^  at  Battalion  drill  and  manoeuvres,  with  wild 
pOapingB,  when  rifles  at  the  advance  wore  great  dabs  of 
dkia  off  one's  hand,  with  dust  and  grit  by  way  of  salve. 
la  tb0  aftttnoon  of  the  same  day  there  was  an  inspection 
rf  iJSOO  Imperial  Yeomanry  on  foot,  in  a  great  square, 
aiwe  weie  photographed,  it  was  said,  by  order  of  Her 
IfafH^  the  Qoeen.  A  few  days  later  we  had  a  sham 
laMla  over  a  large  stretch  of  country,  in  which  a  great 
hady  ol  Inspenal  Yeomanry  took  part.  Did  the  authorities 
stel  tts  at  that  time  know  that  om:  work  at  the  front  was 
ttrfy  to  be  extended  scouting,  the  outer  guard  daty  of 
anehtflg  colnmnw  ;  that  we  were  to  be  divided  up  in  the 
iii^  end  almoet  under  the  sole  control  of  our  Ck)mpaQy 
^bn?  If  they  did,  why  so  much  field-day,  parade,  and 
■view  work  ?  Wherein  hes  the  utility  of  training  men 
m$  way  and  osing  them  in  another  ? 
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April  fiS. 
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in  time  for  the  Conimander-in-Cliie£*8 
Bloemfontein  on  to  Pretoria.  This  can 
Kraal." 

We  marched  to  Jagersfontein  Road  Cai 

The  day  broke  in  very  clear  and  loyely 
remained  warm  all  day.  We  made  a  lat 
Edenburg,  and  came  in  sight  of  the  pla 
afternoon.  We  could  view  it  northward 
gentle  dechvity,  all  the  afternoon^  and  ^ 
idea  of  how  exquisitely  clear  the  South 
sphere  could  be,  and  what  a  deceptive 
distances  it  held  to  us  as  strangers  to 
Edenburg  seemed  to  remain  at  the  san 
tramped  almost  the  whole  way,  being  ' 
save  my  horse.  Meikle  of  our  Section 
horse  was  done  up,  so  I  let  him  ride 
while. 

A  Lieutenant,  who  had  little  judgment 
ceming  either  horses  or  men,  spoke  very  i 
He  trusted  entirely  too  much  to  regular  se 
All  the  men  were  very  tired  and  out  of  b( 
we  reached  camp,  where  we  found  the  s 
fectly  covered  carcases,  horses,  and  oxen,  al 
able.  We  were  evidently  hot  upon  the  tr 
The  officers  tried  to  find  a  camping  gron 
to  this  horrible  smell,  but  failed  to  do  so. 
himself  seemed  to  think  it  an  appropriat 
work  we  had  in  hand.  He  was  a  soldier 
afterwards. 

We  were  not  sorry  to  get  clear  of  this 
and  to  be  out  in  fresh  open  veldt  again 
march  we  arrived  at  Bethany.  I  was  o 
with  several  others.  We  had  a  Jong  dista 
oats.  I  had  an  801b.  sack  and  found  it  ri 
I  could  manage  up  the  hill  to  camp.  Ke 
helped  me  into  the  lines  with  it. 

We  remained   all  day   at  Bethany, 
station  we  saw  trenches  for  the  first  tic 
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'e  marched  from  Bethany  to  Kaffir's  River.  Apriiw. 

I  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  washing  my  clothes  in  ^^y  ^• 
fte  hver  to-day.  I  had  no  time  to  dry  them,  and  had  to 
fsl  tbam  on  wet.  merely  wrong  out.  We  marched  to 
k'a  siding.  We  were  still  going  along  by  the  railway 
One  of  the  frightful  curses  of  this  land  must  be 
^  locnsta — we  have  seen  enough  on  these  marches  to  be 
m  of  that.  They  fly  in  areas — **  flocks  *'  or  '*  swarms  ** 
m09mi  "  armies  "  are  words  of  insufficient  calibre  to  hit 
off  the  meaning — in  areas  of  many  square  miles,  and  the 
fickv  of  their  win^  in  the  sun  resembles,  somewhat, 
fts  falling  of  large  flakes  of  snow. 
We  left  Ferreira's  Siding  Camp  and  marched  to  the  w^a. 


of  Bloemfontein  and  halted  for  a  few  hours,  and  Bioemi«Mii. 
■f  tSeciion  deputed  me  to  go  to  town  to  make  some  pur- 
i^aam  of  groceries  for  them.  I  got  a  Kaffir  to  carry  out 
ft  lai;  boxful,  and  we  shared  them  in  the  Section.  Colonel 
Midmil  rpjoined  us  here.  I  suppose  he  must  have  come 
ip  bj  train,  for  we  saw  nothing  of  him  on  the  march. 
had  to  be  left  here  for  detail  work,  and  Kelsey, 
Banbury,  and  others  were  left  here.  This  was 
m^  a  harried  decision  that  I  had  no  time  to  get  my  share 
rfgEooenes  from  Eelsey,  so  that  I  benefited  but  httle  by 
■Tf  flterpnsing  expedition.  In  the  afternoon  we  marched 
Bloemfontein,  passing  one  or  two  military 
and  we  were  told  that  deaths  there  were  at 
of  twenty-five  a  day.  We  marched  on  until 
Mb  into  the  night,  camping  at  last  at  Bushman's  Kop. 
Vt  again  bad  an  awful  time  with  restive,  famished,  linked 


lUyS. 


We  arrived  at  Bloemfontein  Waterworks  from  Bush- 
m't  Kop.     Major  Dalbiac  was  for  marching  on,  but 
ba  m  had  got  a  few  miles  beyond  the  Waterworks 
kAao  order  came  to  us  from  Colonel  Mitford  to  halt. 
we  were  halted  General  French  and  his  column, 
in  irom  the  direction   in   which  we  had   been 
p^gaed  us.    It  was  a  large  cavalry  and  artillery 
the  fitBt  large  body  of  blooded  veterans  we  had 
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seen,  freah  from  the  fighting-lines.  An 
on  a  swiftly  walking  horse,  intent  upc 
which  was  stretched  out  upon  the  pom] 
out  to  us  as  General  French.  Our  order 
at  once  to  the  Drift  camp.  8ergeant-l 
ether  men  in  our  Company  met  friend 
Captain  Dalgetty  had  ridden  out  with 
Major  casually  told  him  the  men  had  ha 
all  day,  and  were  simply  starving.  Uj 
Dalgetty  exclaimed  something,  and  hurri 
food  he  had  in  his  wallets  and  distributed 
He  handed  me  some  biscuits,  for  which  I 
him.     We  rode  back  to  camp. 

From  the  Waterworks  we  escorted  a 
the  road  towards  Thaba  N'chu,  to  a  cai 
which  I  did  not  obtain. 

In  the  afternoon  we  heard  heavy  artill 
the  bursting  of  shells  on  kopjes  to  the  nc 
From  this  camp  we  had  a  tiresome  az 
a  camp  about  two  miles  from  Thaba  N*c 
We  heard  the  distant  toiling  of  a  c 
Thaba  N'chu,  in  the  morning.  Later 
into  the  town»  where  we  first  came 
General  Bundle.  His  headquarters  we 
a  little  house  in  the  heart  of  town 
Union  Jack  was  flying.  Our  Section  i 
Brune.  was  given  orders  to  join  Ge 
Brigade,  which  was  about  to  force  its 
Pass,  under  Thaba  N'chu  Mountain.  ' 
out  of  the  town  as  advance  guard.  T 
and  Grenadiers  supported  us  in  rear.  "V 
the  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
of  the  defile ;  we  were  in  extended  or 
a  good  deal  of  ground.  At  the  mouth 
Brune  wishing  to  report  that  three  oi 
been  seen  on  the  heights,  sent  me  bac! 
message  to  General  Campbell,  who  wi 
command.     I  galloped  back  at  good  spe* 


M  ijou  fit;\Mi\i    U.UidiNuluN   |{.  I).  C'ami'Mkll,  c'.B.,  C.V.U. 

tbc  liith  Urifkdc.  of  thm  Kighth   Dirislon,  tn  Soatli  AfriM.  IMU-1-^, 
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erml  considerably  in  advance  of  the  infantry,  and 
Uded  only  by  an  Aide.  Sending  his  Aide  off  upon 
b  cczHid,  be  told  me  I  coold  take  a  despatch  for  him. 
g»ve  me  two»  one  for  Major  Komilly  and  the  other 
ColnneV  liloyd  of  the  Grenadiers.  I  rode  through 
dctended  line  of  infantry  and  deUvered  the  despatches 
letumed,  as  ordered,  to  report  to  the  GeneraJ.  He 
Bd  zne  several  questions :  '*  Had  I  been  in  action 
we  ?  *•  "  Had  a  certain  farm  to  the  right  been 
mixied?"  "What  was  my  avocation?"  "What  bird 
I  that  in  the  high  grass?'*  (it  was  a  Secretary  Bird), 
I  teTeial  others,  all  of  which  I  tried  to  answer 
ciocily.  I  was  much  impressed  by  the  Generars 
of  disposition.  Presently  he  said,  "  This  is 
creditable  to  you.  You  may  now  rejoin  your 
"  I  galloped  on,  and  through  the  defile,  passing 
^Qfll  of  two  men  which  Mr.  Brune  had  established 
im%j  in  the  Pass.  I  cantered  by  the  Section,  on  to  the 
id  m  the  br  side  of  the  Pass,  where  Mr.  Bmne  had 
Mooed  with  one  or  two  scouts,  and  reported  that  I  had 
1^  delivered  bis  message  and  why  I  had  been  delayed. 
Iftanng  my  Section  I  had  paused  to  take  off  my  jersey, 
t  bsid  riding  had  made  me  very  warm.  The  Sergeant 
ported  me  for  this,  in  a  disagreeable  way,  and  I  was 
I,  as  far  as  I  could  make  out,  for  taking  off  my 
Aod  belt  in  order  to  divest  myself  of  my  jersey. 
hw  miles  to  the  left  front  could  be  seen  the  dust  rising 
m  ratteating  Boer  waggons.  Our  Section  rode  back  to 
K  town,  bat  we  met,  in  the  Pass,  some  infantry  on  their 
If  op  the  Pass. 

Oov  Sectkm,  under  Mr.  Brune,  made  a  reconnaissance  ^^7^- 
tWBftmii  miieB  in  a  north-easterly  direction.     We  saw 
RibB^  of  tbe  enemy  under  arms.     One  or  two  Boer 
mta  end  some  Kaffirs  at  the  kraals  we  passed  sold 
|i|p  and  chicken.     We  returned  in  the  afternoon  and 
M  oar  boraes  on  tbe  outskirts  of  the  town. 
Ok  Saclioo    had    become    the    escort    of    General  >(^& 
yie^  and     before  light   we  were  ordered   to  saddle 


68    THE  STORY  OF  THE   34th   COMI 


lUyU. 

Maylfl. 


Hay  13. 

Bxuidfty. 


layli. 


and  repair  to  General  Eundle'e  headqu 
after  oar  arrival  there  the  General  ap 
galloped  at  a  considerable  pace  out  c 
southerly  direction.  A  few  miles  on 
Colonial  Division,  consisting  of  Braba 
Cape  Mounted  Bifles,  the  KafErarian  I 
Scouts,  Slc.  They  had  just  arrived  from 
they  had  had  a  warm  time.  General 
Staff  and  Guard  returned  with  the  office 
the  newly-arrived  troops,  at  the  head  of  t 
halted  in  the  town  square,  and  presei 
marched  past,  every  unit  coming  to  i 
went  by,  the  General  returning  the  cc 
were  much  interested ;  it  was  a  remem 
to  us,  for  we  had  heard  a  great  deal 
defence  at  Wepener,  and  the  men  look 
and  as  if  they  had  gone  through  som- 
The  function  was  over  at  about  ten  o'< 

Our  Section  rested,  and  the  horses  wei 
all  day,  in  the  outskirts  of  Thaba  N'chu. 

We  left  Thaba  N'chu  and  scouted  1 
beyond  the  Nek,  and  General  Bundle  es 
on  a  hill  at  a  place  called  Eden.  We  ca 
the  hiO. 

Our  Section  made  a  long,  all-daj 
towards  the  front  (N.  by  E.)*  under  I 

We  left  Eden  Camp  at  2  p.m.  to  rejc 
with  the  troops  under  General  Boyes, 
Gamp,  as  it  had  been  decided  that  < 
no  longer  to  play  the  part  of  Guard  to 

We  marched  six  miles  to  the  main  can 
on  Cossack  Post  from  11  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
a  mile  and  a-half  from  camp.  Major  Dal 
had  taken  command,  temporarily,  of 
Companies,  which  were  encamped  a 
Captaid  Brune  joins  General  Boyes*  8i 

We  struck  camp  at  2.30  a.m.,  and  mi 
break.     We    joined    General    Bundle 
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ftoad's  Drift,  and  stayed  there  for  the  rest  of  the 
^.  I  wafi  one  of  a  Cossack  Post  on  a  bi^h  kopje. 
iM  a  was  an  important  position  ;  an  additional  post 
«i  aont  np  from  the  Colonial  lines,  and  I  met 
wtm  ai  the  KafErarian  Kifies  there  and  heard  many 
■iMfitiii^  stories  of  the  fighting  at  Wepener.  Stewart 
Bt^dm  and  Gnnston,  of  D  Company  E.Em  gave  me 
•  acat  interesting  collection  of  bullets  from  Boer  car- 
ii)fH»  including  soft-nose,  dom-dum,  brass-nosed-lead- 
Afkant,  and  other  merciful  missiles  of  a  similar  sort. 

Oar  Section  became  left  advance  guard,  Captain  Walsh  &f&f  s& 

Hnaanding.     We  scouted  in  a  northerly  direction^  and 

■■a  apoo   a   nek  with   great  kopjes  on  cither  hand. 

WiUh  ordered  Webster,  Weedon,  jun.,  and  me  to  gallop 

■Ik  AB  outer  left  scouts.     Weedon  and  I  climbed  the 

^mi  hetfi  to  the  left  of  the  nek,  calling  at  a  very  isolated 

k^  in  a  little  hoek.    Four  or  £ve  women  sat  closely 

ikooft  tha  iratxX  door,  as  if  to  prevent  our  entrance.    It 

av  a  new  situation  to  me,  and  we  decided  not  to  enter 

laa  to  aearch  it.    We  bought  a  glass  of  milk  as  an 

to  wait  awhile,  and  then  we  passed  round  to  the 

of  the  house,  but  as  all  the  windows  were  covered  we 

■vaoChing.     The  berg  rose  almost  abruptly  behind  the 

kMe»  and  in  climbing  up  the  very  steep  and  rugged  path 

Ifc^aenUj  paused  to  watch  ;  all  was  quiet  in  the  house 

Miv,  afttbongh  there  was  a  general  movement  among  the 

«Mn  immediately  we  left.     The  hill  was  so  big  that 

ai^d  loat  ionch  with  the  column,  and  Weedon  passed 

talffrg  a  aliort  cut  towards  the  column,  which  was 

on  throogb  the  nek.     I  rode  alone  to  the  summit, 

r^  from  500  to  800  feet  above  the  road,  and  got 

l^BBfioeut  view  for  many  miles  around.     I  could  see 

tei^ole  column  trailing  along  the  road  below.     I  saw 

to  eood  ponies  and  sheep  on  the  tableland  of  the 

^M    and    i^    descending  I  met   some  Kafirs  with 

4*bBefa  "   of    naaresi  which  they  were  driving  to  a 

H-Pju^fT    of    the  approach   of  troops.    At  a  farm 

[  ]ii0i     fwo  or  three  officers  and   their  servants 
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foraging.     I   asked  for  permission  to  r 
which    was   only   grudgingly    granted, 
pounds  of  good  fresh  butter,  which  I  ca 
and  shared  with  my  sub-section. 

Napier  did  a  plucky  thing  to-day.     E 
with  Jacoby  when  he  came  across  son 
in  a  donga.     He  sent  Jacoby  back  to  r 
his  ground  himself,  well  within  range  of 
fact  of   his  doing  this  made  them   thii 
supported,  for  one  of  them  came  out  "wi 
Napier  told  him  that  if  they  would  lay 
all  would  be  well.     This  they  did,  seven 
much  surprised  to  find  Napier  alone  Vi 
cocked.     He  marched  them  in  triumph 
Mayia.  I  was  one  of  a  Cossack  Post — Jacoby 

the  others — on  one  of  two  little,  twin,  if 
a  deep  drift,  by  a  farm.  Napier  placed  u 
no  non-com.  in  charge.  We  elected  Bi 
pro  tem.y  but  we  all  took  our  two  ho 
during  the  night.  We  slept  among  the 
kop  side.  From  the  neighbouring  fa 
deserted,  we  got  an  abundance  of  oat  for 
horses  fared  well  and  were  quiet  and  con 
We  were  relieved  at  sunrise  by  the  new  ] 
ing  to  camp  we  were  met  by  Sergeant 
us  of  letting  two  Boers  through  the  lines 
who  had  come  in  to  surrender  from  quite  s 
We  found  that  there  was  to  be  a  saddler 
Mr.  Kennard  came  and  directed  us  ho" 
saddlery.     Everything    had    to    be    se; 


*  In  a  letter  home  Napier  himaclf  desaribed  this  Ixu 
**  The  other  d&j  I  wns  Acouting  about  four  miles  n.' 
had  just  Bent  in  a  man  with  a  lueasage)  whon  a  pi 
came  out  of  a  donga  about  three-quarters  of  a  mj 
alone  in  rather  broken  country  and  a  horse  very  beat. 
One  of  them  soon  rode  out  from  the  rest  and  hoistei 
vety  suspiciouK,  and  made  hitu  come  up  alone.  He  w 
done  up,  so  I  got  the  rest  up  (7  men  find  10  ponies)  u 
camp.'* 
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vtump-irons,  bits,  &c.,  and  the  saddles  to  be  stood 

H  thtt  back  with  the  folded  blanket.     Mr.  Kennard  had 

ktOf  tamed  away  when  the  Sergeant  came  np  shouting 

ikai  the  things  were  all  laid  oat  wrongly.    It  was  his 

flHtaoi  to  shoot  when  an  officer  was  about.     I  told  him 

k  kid  better  leave  men  alone  who  had  been  on  guard  all 

teiqg^t  without  a  non-com.,  and  not  worry  the  lives  out 

il  men  with    trifles.     He  said  I  told  him  to  go  to  the 

IntL    I  may  have  done  so,  but  I  had  no  recollection  of 

km%  so.     The  sentiment  was  so  in  consonance  with  my 

it  that  it  was  not  worth  while  denying  it.     I  was 

arrested,  and  Captain  Walsh  reprimanded  me  and 

for  me  "  all  the  fatigues  possible."     My  life,  for 

te  netxt   few^   days,  was  made   a   burden   to   me.      The 

it  could  not  find  fatigues  enough  to  suit  him,  he 

ibem.     One  was  to  pick  up  the  feathers  of  a 

tidk  fh%t  had  been  plucked  near  the  lines.   Unfortunately 

IV  ted  not  the  implements,  in  the  use  of  which  we  had 

kflOB  10  efficiently  drilled  at  Knightsbridge.     To  pick  up 

ijidfs  feathers  from  the  grass,  one  by  one,  required 

It    can   be  done — if  you  have  time.     After 

oar    horses  we  struck  camp  about  noon  and 

b  column  marched  about  eight  miles.     34th  Company 

■en  advance  acoata. 


CHAPTER   VI 


bester's  flats 


A    PART  of  our  Section,  under  Prideaox 
-^^  very  early  in  the  morning,  to  a  suspi 
As  we  rode  up  a  long  hill  over  the  veldt 
cry  of  "  *Ware  hole !  "     "  'Ware  wire  !  *' 
got  a  heavy  fall.    Groome  sprained  his 
It  was  a  fine  farmhouse,  among  orange 
trees.    There  was  an  old  patriarchal  Boe 
type,  and  a  very  fat,  bui'ly  son,  and  a  lot 
obtained  our  first  oranges  here — the   ti 
We  bought   a  few  supplies — milk,  brea 
oranges.     We  expected  to  find  arms,  bu 
old   weapons  and  a  desk   full   of   corree 
returned  to  camp,  which  was  on  the  mo 
with  the  column  to  Bester's  Flats  and 
Agnew  and  I  got  orders  to  join  Major  W 
Rundle's  Staff).    We  rode  out  with  Majo 
and  a  small  guard.     Starting  about  sut 
party  wandered  about  a  good  deal  for  h 
was  not  quite  sure  of  his  roads.     We  callei 
house,  surrounded  by  big  gum-trees,  and  t 
mation  from  a  Boer  woman.    She  could  g" 
She  said  she  did  not  know  any  places 
Meqaatling,  &c.     I  stood  guard,  at  shoulc 
the  examination  of  the  woman.     Major  ^ 
map  and  examined  it  in  the  room  by  a  d 
He  came  out  and  chided  the  guide,  and  s 
his  way.    The  guide  said,  no^he  knew  his 

T8 
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Major  mid  be  would  give  him  another  chance.  We  went 
OB  oar  wmy,  ftod,  by  and  by,  in  a  dark  defile,  met  an  old 
■epo  with  a  pack  mole.  He  told  us  there  was  an  English 
floaunando  "  over  there.**  Wc  finally  rode  up  to  a  picket 
to  Qenend  Bundle's  camp  at  about  9.30  p.m. 
■nd  I  had  ridden  over  forty  miles  that  day  and 
very  himgry  and  tired.  With  infinite  labour  I  got 
half  boiled,  and,  after  drinking  this,  we  turned 
the  riiadow  of  a  waggon. 
la  the  morning  Agnew  and  I  awaited  orders  to  return,  ^^^  ^ 
teft  thej  did  not  come,  and  presently  we  were  ordered  to 
bQ  IB  with  General  Bundle's  escort.  We  were  a  party, 
■IliHiiiiilin.  of  twenty-five  or  thirty.  We  knew,  of  course, 
■^'^^""g  of  the  Genend's  purpose.  It  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of 
fiwnnnnttrinf;  party.  In  an  hour  or  so,  from  a  hill  we  had 
one  out  apon,  we  spied  dust  rising  from  a  road  trending 
to  thm  kJt  front  in  the  broad  plain  below.  General 
jumped  quickly  from  his  horse  and  eagerly 
the  road  with  field-glasses,  then  he  ordered 
Mafor  Wood  aad  Captain  Webber  to  pursue  with  the 
Maori.  Wfl  scfambled  headlong  down  the  hill.  Agnew 
idII  beinf,  men  oir  less,  "on  our  own,"  took  the  lead 
v^  the  two  offioer&i  Both  of  us  had  fairly  good 
We  needed  such,  for  there  followed  a  very  hard 
»»  with  DO  sparing  of  horses.  Many  of  the  escort 
lafl  oat — the  pace  was  too  hot.  As  we  led,  neck  and 
aack.  I  said  I  wanted  to  shout.  ''Go  it,  Middlesex  1" 
*"  Bo  do  I,'*  aaid  Agnew.  I  dismounted  to  open  barbed- 
warn  satea,  aod  on  we  went.  We  overtook  no  one,  but 
»  alight  torn  in  the  road  about  four  miles  from 
po  had  lefi  General  Bimdle,  we  came  in  view  of  a 
alore  and  a  very  handsome  farmhouse  and 
Wa  instantly  rode  into  the  yard  and  posted 
or  two  points.  An  old  German  gentleman 
mttm  OQt  and  aaked  us  into  the  store.  There  was  a 
Walsh  asmsfant  in  the  store,  who  gave  us  something  to 
and  jam — and  some  whiskey  and  soda  to 
We    demanded    arms,  and    a    young    German 
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Majuba  day  avenged,  '*the  Boers  have  not 
about." 

Bester's  Plats  camp,  covering  about  fi] 
situated  in  a  rather  low-lying  level  of  th< 
foot  of  a  big  berg  or  kopje ;  it  was  bounded  • 
or  north-west  side  by  a  small  stream,  r 
bottom  of  a  rather  deep  donga.  On  a  she 
the  kopje^  just  above  camp,  was  the 
Schimpers  who  was  said  to  be  a  wealthy  ; 
with  Johannesburg  mining.  He  had,  ] 
some  country  house,  and  the  gardens,  w! 
watered,  contained  many  planted  trees — Ai 
poplars,  willows,  and  an  extensive  Granger^ 
a  lot  of  oranges  of  the  Kaffir  servants  at  o 
horse  nosebag.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Schimp' 
interested  in  race-horso  breeding.  The  far 
about  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  enclose 
wire  fence  with  well  split  stone  fence-posts 
many  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  ostriches,  1 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  more  finely 
which  we  had  heard.* 

"VISIT  TO  A  STUD  FABM  IN  THE  ORANGE 

(bt  tbb  special  coanoBsioNBB,  ir.  aujb* 

It  seems  strange  indeed  that  amid  aJI  the  war  and  t 
possible  to  visit  a  stad  farm  in  the  enemy's  ooontry, 
eitracts  from  a  letter  from  T.  Shipley,  Jan.,  to  his  fa 
British  tboroughbrGd  still  interests  both  aides  alike,  and 
mote  friendship  and  good  feeling. 

"Bbsteb's  Flats,  Stcc  FabMi  kxxb 

**  Dkab  Fatheb, — A  few  lines  that  wlU  possibly  int 
Allison  as  much  as  war  news.    I  had  an  invitation  to  li 


•  Mr.  W.  Allison,  whose  nephew  (T.  A.  Scott)  lost  hifl  II 
tends  me,  amon^  other  papers,  the  rullowing  extracts  fro 
June  27,  1900.  One  cannot  help  agreeing  with  Mr.  Allit 
a  most  interesting  sidelight  on  onr  campaigning.  The} 
very  different  points  of  view  may  be.  The  writer,  a  mem 
an  expert  in  horseflesh,  and  wrote  from  the  point  of  Tiei 
Headqnarter's  Staff. 


Majoh-Oknkral  J. 


B.)YK3i.  CB. 


Commanded  tbc  17tiL  tirijf&de,  of  tht«  KJK'itli   Diviaion,  in  Sfiutl 
&nrl  tinder  whom  tLe  3(th  Compau.v  I.Y.  Hcrved  duritif  the 
l>art  or  iU  8<iiitli  African  Corn paf suing. 


IVoiii  Iht  Paintivy  in  oil»  by  Jfiw  7 
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Boyes  established  his  headquarters  by  the  m»7« 
fence  of  the  homestead.  The  plain  was  bounded 
by  kmg,  low  hills  or  ridges  towards  the  direction  of 
Wlnbnrg,  with,  here  and  there,  towards  the  south  and 
sMt,  great  towering  bergs.  A  telegraph  line  runs  through 
tb«  p(operty«  which  I  concluded  from  the  direction,  must 
the  Ladybrand- Win  burg  line.  The  weather  we  ex- 
in  this  camp  was  of  a  most  perfect  kind — 
bine  sky  and  heat  during  the  day,  and  clear 
nights,  which  were  rapidly  becoming  extremely 


were  learning  to  be  much  more  self-rehant, 
to  learn   many  useful  shifts.      This  morning 
was   no  coffee  for  them.      There  were  two  ex- 
ofiiared  to  account  for  its  absence.    (1)  A  Brigade 
had  refused  to  allow  the  water  fatigue  to  draw 
alter  tea,  which  meant  after  dark,  at  Schimpcrs's 
tap — the  dixies  had  been  engaged  during  the  tea- 
water  had  to  be  drawn  after  light  in  the  morning, 
■a  h  hod  to  be  carried  a  long  way,  our  coffee  was  not 
"  antil930  a.m.     (2)  The  shortage  of  fuel.    Reveille 
at  6  a.m.,  and  patrols  went  out,  so  that  the  belated 
of  no  use  to  most  of  us. 


Hr.  Sflhiaopen.  X  don't  know  whether  Mr,  AUison  knows  htm,  bat  Mr. 
■flay  «ad  Hi.  Sujt  b*Ti  bad  some  of  their  hones  stasdiog  there 
Ihtt  «mr  eUrted. 

JJI  iOa  alock  look  renuuk&bl^  well,  two  yeftrlingB  eflpcoi&ll;,  6ne  ones 

TTiltni.  a  boree  that  tued  lo  b«loixi;  to  the  Prinoe  of  WtUes.    He 

Bm>  ■^■"^****^  bere  now  :  Wbitcraft,  a  fine-lookiug  browa  horae — n«Ter 

10   tnUa    Uan  bere.    There   arc   a  dosen  fine  foals  rimniDg  in  the 

by  Ufll.     I  don't  remember  his  name  at  all. 

IW  MU4j*  u  older  horve   (chestnut).     He  won  the  Port  Elisabeth 

lUb. ;  that   U   what   breaks    the  hoiBes  down  here— weight 

Mod  of  the  other  horsoB  he  has  sent  to  Mr.  Abe 

mares  look  rtrj  well,  oonsidering  they  only  run  the 

bM   Poroth/  Fox.  Irish   Lass,   Mountain    Warbler,    Suntido, 

yigfaUoc^*  Monasebisne.  and  Crenesh. 

Mr.  Babitnp^t*  amjw  breeding  was  a  rery  profitable  game  before  the  war, 

i^iwAm  ift   erlU  improve  alter  it  U  all  over.     He  has  a  fine  place,  and 

I  f jftff*  ■III—  <''  ^^^ — Sood  grasiog  land.     His  boildings  are  built  from 

mj  V01  l*«*  CorvTvr,  and  I  should  saj  it  will  be  one  of  the  prettiest 

in   iha  Male.     Old  Mr.  Sohimpers  •  trekked  *   here  In  1679, 
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came  from  Headquarters  for  an  orderly  to 
to  a  place  called  **  Makelsi."  Sergeant-Mc 
to  me  and  said,  "  I  can  obtain  no  accun 
as  to  juBt  where  this  place  is.  All  I  kn 
will  have  to  travel  in  a  south-easterly 
perhaps  pass  through  a  place  called  Bel-" 
cjlad  to  have  the  chance  of  a  job  of  t 
explained  that  upon  such  meagre  particuJ 
fail,  for  these  names  meant  nothing  to  i 
no  way  of  identifying  these  names  in  relat 
were  they  farms,  drifts,  wayside  stores  or 
said,  **  I  know  this  perfectly  well,  Con 
farther  particulars  can  be  obtained  yc 
Some  different  plan  was  adopted,  for  n 
lines  went  out  that  afternoon  to  **Make 
distance  was  not  known.  Only  Belvedere 
Boiler's  map,  and  that  might  be  any  dista 
fifteen  miles  from  Bcstcr's  Flats. 

Another  afternoon,  Major  Dalbiac^  whi 
establish,  called  for  a  guide,  for  a  ccrtai 
Winburg,  not  the  main  road,  but  anothe 
I  were  chosen.  Davem  had  been  a  sailor 
old  South  African  settler.  He  was  a  g< 
man  as  to  roads  and  directions.  Davei 
this  case,  that  we  could  not  pretend  to  be 
we  did  not  know,  and  on  which  we  had 
The  Major  saw  the  justice  of  this,  and  sai 
go  to  the  General  for  more  particulars,  a: 
if  any  other  man  of  the  34  th  Company  h 
road  in  question.  We  found  that  Trooj 
ridden  on  that  road,  and  the  Major,  re; 
short  conversation,  made  an  engagement 
meet  him,  on  the  Winburg  Road,  next  n 
meantime,  he  said,  he  was  going  to  Winl 
We  never  learnt  if  he  really  went  to  Wi 
that  night.  If  he  did,  he  must  have  rid> 
a  hard  pace.  It  was  then  late  in  the  ai 
met  Phillips  about  10  o'clock  a.m.  the  ne 
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""  ^  ^ply  impreaaed  on  my  memory.     It 

^    Lion  I  ever  had  with  the  Major.    He 

looked  depressed,  disheartened,  and  sad,  and  he  was  in 
Be  of  his  gentlest  moods.  Only  once  more  did  I  ever 
feakto  him.  face  to  face,  and  then  he  gave  me  an  order 
tbefa  WAS  probably  the  means  of  saving  me  either  much 
shappiness,  aa  a  prisoner,  or  my  life.  The  post  required 
fv  Apparently  established  by  the  35th  Company  under 
C4puiii  Firman. 

The  aoil  of  the  neighbourhood  seemed  to  be  more  or 
iwthe  ddbris  of  iron  stone.  On  roads,  or  where  water 
OD  or  flooded,  the  tiny  scattered  brown  iron  nodules 
mmiwfAM»A  one  of  the  minute  pebbles  of  Byde  Beach.  So, 
i&  &  reverie,  on  the  tramp,  the  march,  in  the  blazing  blue 
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aocni  AnucAA  ox  tokb. 


and  khaki  veldt,  upon  so  slight  a  suggestion, 

a  vision  of  tumbling  waves  flash  across  the  senses. 

in  camp   consisted  of   the   17th    Brigade. 

six  guns  of  the  77th  Battery ;  Battalions  of 

\tex,    Kent»    and    Staffords    Infantry ;    the 

and    W,    Kent    Imperial    Yeomanry ;  Army 

e  Corps;   Ammunition   Column;   Hospitals;    Red 

AmboiaDce  ;    convoy  waggons;  oxen,  mules,  and 

Oar  waggons  were  mostly  the  long  four-wheeled, 

fci  Iw  Mill  111  ones  of  the  country,  drawn  by  oxen,  generally 

ue.,  eight  yoke  mates  inspanned  to  the  waggon. 

English  army  waggons,   drawn    by  mules. 

large  numbers  of  Cape  carts.     The  oxen  arc 

by  horn  and  shoulder  (or  nape  of  the  neck)  by  long, 

wooden  beam-hke  yokes,  with  notched  yoke  pins, 

tt  to  the  arched  ox  yokes  of  Mexico. 

Dkodaiij  alaogbtering  of  animals  is  rather  uncanny. 

taOj,    sheep  arc   killed ;   twenty  were   killed  to-day. 

entrails  lie  roUing  about,  warm,  in  the  sun,  in 
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the  precincts  of  camp,  and  KafSrs  and  vt 
offal  in  competition,  A  couple  of  days  ago 
at  Schimpers's  was  nearly  shot  by  the  butc 
that  Lee-Enfield  bullets  travel  so  far  afi 
near  at  hand.  I  was  one  of  that  fatigue 
or  three  bullets  hummed  about  us,  all  to 
pleasant.  A  man  had  already  been  wo 
manner  at  another  camp.  We  went  dow 
lated  with  the  butcher. 

By  day  the  Generara  Headquarters  wei 
red  flag,  and  by  night  a  coloui'ed  lamp  wai 

Some  of  the  men  devised  shelters  mad< 
and  rifles.  I  much  preferred  the  open  for 
duties  fell  very  heavily  upon  us  at  Bester'i 

At  Bester's  Flats  I  first  noted  carefully 
of  the  Southern  Cross  about  the  South  I 
see  that  it  was  easy  to  tell  the  time  appn 
circhng.  Frequent  night  guards  caused 
more  or  less,  a  star-gazer.  There  are  othe 
about  the  South  Pole  which  form,  fa 
croseea. 

I  noted  many  interesting  birds  of  the 
koorhfian,  guinea-fowl,  bustard,  secretary, 
hawk,  plover,  ostrich,  shrike  (which  the  E 
the  hangman,"  in  English,  because,  lik< 
Bird,"  it  impales  mice  and  beetles  on 
barbH  of  barbed  wire),  and  many  other 
unfamiliar  to  me. 
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I  t&d  4  Centenra*.  two  ytry  brilliftnt  stars,  are  eommonly  called  **  The 
Pointen,"  as  they  point  to  the  cross. 
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AFTER  dark,  on  May  22nd,  orders  can 
up  and  leave  Beater's  Flats  Camp,    ^ 
now  in  command  of  our  Company.     On 
having  been  on  this  road  before,  Faber  an 
to  ride  in  advance  as  guides  as  far  as  GHb 
short  way  out  Kennoxd  insisted  that  tl 
to  the  left  along  the  veldt  in  the  valle 
we  protested  that  it  was  the  right-hand 
take,  ho  took  the  left.     I  rode  to  the  rigt 
proper  road  and  then  galloped  back  to 
them,  but   they  had   already   turned   ba 
further  on,  and  as  I  galloped  forward  ' 
blundered   in   the   dark   full   tilt   againa 
fence.     My  mare  fell  headlong,  and  I  5 
the  time  we  had  pulled  ourselves  togeth< 
was  well  ahead.     I  was  much  shaken,  o 
fall,  and  the  intense  darkness,  had  mis8< 
I  called  up  a  Kaffir  at  a  farm  kraal,  \s 
direction.     I  came  into  Gibson's  Farm  ( 
a  post  held  by  the  West  Kent  I.Y.  and  < 
my  Company  had  passed  through.    Th 
out  the  road  my  Company  had  taken,  bi 
that  I  was  unable  to  follow  it.    Ascend: 
and  hearing  nothing  of  the  sound  of  1 
I  decided  to  bivouac  in  the  open  for  the 
was  very  restless,  I  tethered  her  to  m 
into  very  stony  ground,  and  as  it  was  izu 
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AKpwl  to  tie  the  rein  to  my  wrist,  so  that  I  got  little 

As  aoon  mm  the  dawn  began  to  show  itself  I  rose  from  ^^^  ^ 

ar  bmmac  of  the  night  on  the  kopje-top,  saddled,  and 

ode  back  to  Gibson's  Farm,  once  more  to  take  my  direc- 

aoB  by  the  light   of  day.     I  bad  wandered  about  four 

riles  Ironx    the  farm,  bat  was  able  to  ride  straight  in 

BiduQl  hesitation.    The  little  camp  was  busily  preparing 

taor  hmalrfttTit.   and  I  found  there,  just  arrived  from 

B«sier*&  Flats,  a  little  party  of  my  own  Section  who 

kid  been    left    behind    for   orderly   duty — for  General 

'a  Brigade  was  following  on  later — but  who  had 

mn  order  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to 

■ioiB  oar  Company  without  delay,  because  they  would 

HI  be  required.    As  I  had  had  no  breakfast  I  thought 

S  a  good  opportunity  to  get  it,  so  prepared  my  modest 

noil      BeoftdeSt  I  discovered  that  the  little  squad  of  my 

Gaction    were    proceeding    immediately   they   had 

With    justifiable    triumph    "Webster    pro- 

thirteen   eggs,    but    some  one   rashly  said   that 

an  unlucky  number.    Blyth  laughed  and 

that   he  would  soon  show  that  it  was  unlucky  for 

Bg^,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  turning  to  busi- 

botled  them  in  a  mess'tin.     The  consternation  can 

be  imaged  than  described  when,  as  they  were 

one  after  the  other,  every  one  of  them  proved  to 

li  addlwl  I    After  breakfast  we  all  rode  on  together  and 

Mebed  Mexico  Camp,  where  we  found  our  Company. 

lbs  I  reoognised  to  be  the  camp  to  which  Agnew  and 

I  bad  returned  after  that  hard  pursuit  to  the  German's 

^  ca  May  18ih. 

Ifi  the  evening  Sergeant-Major  Roller  ordered  me  to 
aie  op  to  Headquarters  at  the  farm  to  copy  the  Brigade 
Orders  were  not  issued,  and  I  had  a  long  and 
wmit  without  tea.     At  last  a  Staff  cook  took  pity 
■e  and  gave  me  such  a  big,  luscious  chupatti  as  I  had 
IV  tMl-r^  before  and  a  hot  cup  of  tea.   1  was  very  grateful 
bt  good  oomiado,  for  I  was  grievously  a-hungored. 
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I  saw  Colonel  Mitford  here  for  the  first 
Water  Works  Camp.  He  seemed  annoye 
thing  or  another  and  spoke  sharply  to  i 
explained  that  I  was  there  upon  an  orde 

At  last  orders  came ;  they  wound  up 
three  cheers  for  Her  Majesty,  on  the  e 
double  issue  of  rum.  Neither  cheers  w 
rum  issued. 

The  Queen's  Birthday.    We  were  noM 
Bundle.     Major  Dalbiac  had  rejoined  i 
evident  that  Sdth  Company  were  to  take 
position  in  the  advance  towards  Senekal. 
before  dayhght ;  by  6  a.m.  we  were  well  i 
a  benekal  road.     Section  III.  were  left 
guard.    It  was  a  long  and  arduous  day's  n 
fifteen  miles,  direct  to  Beldban.     Our  gi 
us  in  a  less  direct  line.     We  camped  abi 
in  the  afternoon. 

We  had  been  given  to  imderstand  thai 
an  important  day*s  progress,  and  our  Com] 
to  start  long  before  light.  It  was  a  crisp,  1 
The  Headquarters  camp  was  a  mile  beyon 
a  little  hill,  Dalbiac  took  us  at  a  galli 
up  the  hiU  and  halted  us  near  General 
For  the  past  two  days  I  had  been  suffe 
rhcea,  and  I  now  informed  the  Sergean- 
waited  and  waited  for  orders,  dismounted  i 
frozen  grass.  It  was  a  very  chill  morning 
five  Major  Dalbiac  rode  up  from  Headquarti 
a  request  to  Sergeant  Tomlin  for  two  i 
horses  for  despatch  work.  Davern  and 
to  fall  out,  and  Major  Dalbiac  gave  Dav 
and  communicated  its  contents  to  both  of 
order  to  Captain  Firman  to  bring  up  the 
from  Ferreira's  Farm  without  delay.  Th 
a  ride  of  about  forty  miles  to  our  left  re 
of  us  had  ever  been  nearer  that  post  tha 
Bester's  Flata  had  taken  us.     This  was  t 
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m  of  Mftjor  Oalbiac  and  some  other  good  comrades. 
As  w  n^ieeled  away  from  him  and  brought  our  rifles 
fam  the  carry  to  our  buckets,  be  said,  "Do  you  fully 
■tertand?  "     '*  Yes,  sir/'  said  Davem,  and  we  rode  off, 

Vtam  this  point,  until  the  night  of  the  27th,  three 
k^  1  must  first  outline  the  movements  of  Davem  and 
■fwlf,  and  then  turn  back  and  give  the  essential  par- 
teka  of  what  happened  to  my  Company  during  the 
mam  penod,  particulars  that  have  been  selected  from 
s  BAflB  of  notes  and  correspondence  on  the  subject  that 
mm  famished  to  me  by  men  present,  and  from  personal 
Mv  and  a  rough  survey  I  made  of  the  main  position  at 


Dwrom  and  I  decided  to  travel  southwards  until  we 

IBkvithin  sight  of  the  big  Bester^s  Flats  Bergs,  and  to 

•ifcB  Ihem    cor  principal   landmark  in  the  trend  that 

wt  ahoald  have  to  make  westward.     (See  a  dotted  line 

B  11^  of  lanes  of  March.)     During  the  morning  we 

through  the  advancing  column  of  General  Boyes, 

isAer  we  met  stragglers,  and  about  noon  we  met  a 

party   of   my  own    Section,  among  whom  were 

and  Faber,  who  had  been  on  some  special  duty 

had  delayed  them.*    After  that  we  rode  on,  mile 

aile,  without  meeting  a  soul,  except  two  wandering 

■nl  scoots,  and  a  few  Kaflirs.    We  passed  by  farm- 

H,  and  here  and  there  bought  milk,  eggs,  and  bread. 

bate  (anus  we  only  saw  women  and  one  or  two  old 

young  men,  they  were  all  on  commando.     The 

•iBtfit  with  very  anxious  faces,  plied  us  with  questions, 

lAidi  we  evaded.     They  were  evidently  expecting  news 

4  Twwhlti  and  we  made  our  own  deductions.     It  was  a 

nda,  sometimes  on  roads,  at  times  over  trackless 

over  broad  stretches  of  veldt.     The  crossing  of 

Wtnborg  roads  and  fEirm  roads  puzzled  us.     We 

v»  ihoold  be  lucky  if  we  struck  the  right  one  at  last. 

I  hmwa  tooking  for  Miijor  D&lbioo,  havLag  a  despatch  from 
tatting  him  oC  the  advanoe.  Major  D&lbioo  had,  howeTer, 
0d  0«r  OenpftOj  with  the  Oan  SeQlion. 
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We  had  few  particulars  to  go  by — only  th( 
few  now  very  distant  bergs,  and  those  we 
far  to  the  left.    About  an  hour  before  sxi 
horse  became  very  weary,  and  he  dismoui 
teered   to  proceed  alone,  and   asked   him 
conspicuous  turn   of   a  road  to  which  I 
I  pushed  on  for  about  four  miles,  scoutin 
left  for  camp,  for  I  felt  that  it  could  not 
last  in  the  dusk  I  caught  sight  of  an  Im 
riding  up  a  slope.     I  was  dismounted,  har 
through  a  barbed  wire  fence.    I  tied  my  1 
and  ran  forward  shouting.     Presently  th< 
and  on  coming  up  to  him  I  found  him 
Firman  himself,  riding  out  to  visit  his  p 
him  how  I  came  to  be  there.     I  said  D 
despatch.     He  rather  wondered  how  I 
within   his   pickets  without   being  challe 
ordered  me  to  get  the  denpatch  without 
back  to  Davern  and  told  him  how  I  had 
both  rode  into  the  35th  Company's  camp 
the  despatch. 

By  this  time  we  were  desperately  hung 
given  ourselves  no  time  for  meals  and  we 
Wo  found  an  immense  camp  fire,  and  w 
had  procured  I  made  a  moat  savoury  e^rai 
no  rations  and  had  difficulty  in  getting  t 
Firman  had  particularly  ordered  us  to  drE 
Quartermaster-sergeant,  who  is  somewhat 
in  all  Companies,  raised  many  difficult 
fought  for  the  rights  of  our  horses,  and 
possible,  we  made  for  the  outskirts  of  4 
our  horses,  and  turned  in.  It  was  a  ver 
night.  We  thought  of  our  Company,  < 
they  might  have  done,  but  we  did  not 
that  time  our  coinrades  had  received  a  t 
of  fire,  that  Dalbiac  and  others  were  dea* 
our  Company  was  '*  cut  up  !  " 

Captain  Firman  broke  camp  early  in  ti 
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if  damn  the  35th  was  oat  on  the  road  towards  Senckal, 
f^f?wing  the  general  direction  we  had  come  the  previous 
:^v  We  marched  about  eighteen  to  twenty  miles,  and 
by  a  large  Kaffir  kraal. 
we  did  not  belong  to  the  35th,  and  having  no 
>.  Davem  and  I  decided  to  ride  with  the  waggon 
driven  by  Meeson,  a  man  who,  like  ooreelves, 
ea  about  the  world  a  bit.  Both  Davem  and 
toiew  South  Africa  well  from  end  to  end,  and 
had  also  lived,  many  years,  in  "  the  West,*'  so 
1  talked  Colonial  talk,  ranging  from  New  Mexico 
.^ekiDg.  At  noon  one  of  the  waggon  wheels  acquired 
hot  box/'  and  setting  this  right  threw  us  far  behind 
of  the  colomn.  Davem  and  I  stopped  for  lunch  at 
at  a  house  of  a  family  named  Glaasen  (Beldban, 
itein,  Benekal  District).  Here  we  got  a  midday 
ml  of  coffee  and  bread  and  butter.  We  overtook  the 
I0OO  and  went  on  with  it — a  slow,  weary  joiuney — 
ri  asiTed  at  Senekal  after  dark. 
We  had  some  difficulty  in  finding  the  location  of  our 
■pu  Great  picket  fires  were  blazing  in  the  streets 
■A  the  Church  Square,  to  our  right  and  left,  as  we  rode 
a  main  stzeet  of  the  town.  The  waggon  went  on  in  a 
doubtfully  given  us  by  a  sentry.  I  halted  at 
in  to  question  a  non-comniissioned  officer,  on 
there,  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  our  Company's 
-place.  Just  then  an  officer  stepped  out  from 
■faadow.  He  had  a  long  line  of  medal  colours  on 
tenic,  a  sort  of  spectrum  analysis  of  his  career,  and 
■ad  to  me,  very  kindly,  "  Are  you  one  of  the  34th  ?  " 
Bd  "Yes,  sir."  He  then  said  very  gravely,  "Get 
frotn  your  horse;  I  have  something  to  tell  you.'* 
obeyed,  and  then  he  added,  **It  was  your  Company 
cut  up  the  other  day.**  I  said,  "  No,  sir ;  that 
— tb  Company,"  referring  in  my  mind  to  some* 
eke.  "  No,  no,"  be  answered,  "  I  am  sorry  that  I 
your  Company,  the  34th.  Your  Major  and  others 
1  understood  in  a  flash  that  the  34th  had  at 
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last  Been  battle.     I  said  hastily,  '*  Are  — ,  ■ 
safe?  "     Ho  said,  *'  Yes,  some  of  those  yo€ 
here  as  orderlies ;  I  will  give  you  a  list  of  tl 
I  said,  **  I  will  not  wait,  sir ;  I  will  go  to  n 
I  saw  now  that  he  thought  I  might  have 
list,  and  his  desire  had  been  to  **  let  me  dc 
galloped  out  on  the  dark  road,  after  the  wi 
the  outskirts  of  the  town,  beyond  the  ceme 
upon  camp.     I  was  very  tired  and  hungr 
another  Company  gave  me  some  very  stror 
been  soaking  for  hours  and  was  bitter  an 
was   better   than   nothing.     The  rest  of   t 
seemed  to  wish  to  show  any  of  the  34' 
courtesy  they  could,  thinking,  I  suppose, 
had  a  nasty  knock.     1  attended  to  my  hoi 
in  early  ;  there  was  little  desire  to  talk  Euid 
cold  and  cheerless. 
M»j*^  A  return  must  now  be  made  to  Friday 

2dth,  to  Beldban.  It  will  be  remembf 
Davem  and  I,  left  the  34th  Company 
awaiting  orders  outside  General  Bundle's 
I  wish,  if  possible,  to  follow  84th'a  m 
doings  to  the  point  of  our  rejoining  tht 
I  reahsed  that  this  was  a  period  of  imp( 
story  of  our  Company,  and  I  at  once  ma 
to  collect  information  from  every  availa 
made  memoranda  of  many  interviews,  a: 
my  possession  written  descriptions  of  wl 
from  many  points  of  view.  It  is  no 
necessary  to  publish  them  all.  I  have  « 
of  the  most  interesting  accounts,  and  I  h 
arrange  the  particulars  of  all  into  one  gen 
worthy  summary. 

Probably  not  over  sixty  men  fell  into  lim 
at  Beldban.  At  this  date  there  were  bi 
men  in  the  firing  hne  and  many  of  those  Y 
told  off  to  some  especial  duty  that  took 
mo  men  t    from    the    line.      To    the    trus  J 
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ig  WBB     given,    this    morning,   the    position    of 

l^nard.      THere    is  no  doubt   but   this   arrange- 

Mtt  WIS  a  higlily    eatisfactoiy  one  to  our  Major.    It 

m  one  noore    good    opportunity  of  bringing  his  men 

iDIo  touch  ^th    th&e   elusive  enemy.     Since  swords  had 

io|fed  oat   of     fasliioD   he  wanted   to  try  the  edge  of 

hii  neo — to  aee   iio^w  they  would  fight.    It  was  a  daily 

kfeoC  his,  that  -we  should  have  a  fight.     '*  Well,  boys," 

kvcmld  say,  **  "we   haven't  had  a  chance  again  to-day, 

ki  to-motTO'vir    tlie    luck  may  change.    Let*s  hope  so  I  *' 

Bft  «u  very    keen    to  "have  a  go  at  them/'     Perhaps 

«BfliDt  disappointment  made  him  interpret  this  day's 

■te  too  liberc^ly  ;  at  any  rate  as  soon  as  he  received 

fSMHBon  to   start,  which  was  about  5.30  a.m.,  he  was 

4  tl  the  gallop,  and  he  continued  to  gallop  until  he  was 

isy  Iir  %>^***^    of  the  General's  forces.     He  was  careful 

likeep  in  extended  order,  and  at  the  end  of  three  or  four 

kiOD  he  ordered  a  walking  pace,  and  as  he  came  in  sight 

d  Snekal,  about  ten  o'clock,  he  called  a  halt,  and  rode 

Ho  the   town    alone.     The  pace   they  had  come  had 

■ned  a  munher  to  f&ll  oat  by  the  way.    When  Major 

^Jiac  returned,  which  he  did  in  about  half  an  hour, 

hi  had  an  expression  of  disappointment  on  his  face,  and 

ktsid  that  '*  the  d — d  Boers  had  cleared  that  morning." 

Bi  gathered  up  the  men  present  and  rode  quickly  into 

through  the   town,  and  out  on  to  the  ridges 

1  of   it»  and  from  this  point,  it  seems,  a  body  of 

9  ^ras  seen  making  away.     With  the  assistance  of 

Kennard  and  Sergeant-Major  Boiler  he  estabUshed 

Cosaaflk  posts.    As  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the 

ipanjing  plan,  Senekal  Ues  on  a  more  or  less  fiat 

ci  Isnd,  between  a  deep  spruit  and  the  precipitous 

of  a  kopje.    The  kopje  is  directly  east  of  the  town. 

hooaes  and  church  of  Senekal  might  almost  be  said 

osUfl  under  a  slightly  curved  cliff  about  two  hundred 

hi^h.      Speaking   generally,  the   positions   of    the 

lack   poets  were  correctly   chosen,   but   the  ground 

md  im  so  inegolar,  so  exceedingly  deceptive  by  reason 
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of  the  windings  and  junctions  of  spruits,  th^ 
the  tumbled  nature  of  the  surrounding  gr 
the  appearance  of  shghtly  rolling  veldt, 


U 
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positions  that  would  have  rendered  securil 
might  have  been  chosen.  This,  of  cours 
thought,  suggested  by  an  after-knowledge 
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the  beet  use  of  the  positions  actually  chosen 

mm  aoi  made.    The  men  most  have  heen  both  hongiy 

lad  tired,  and  rigid  vi^lancet  in  some  case8»  may  have 

been  lelaxed.     The  positions  of  the  posts  were,  broadly 

Unriiiig;  north,  west,  and  south  of  town,  and  the  fourth 

vw  mpatk  the  sommit  of  the  kopje.    The  members  of  the 

Itfter  post  seem  to  have  scattered  themselves  in  various 

oo  the  more  or  less  flat  area  of  the  summit. 

these  posts,  a  few  men,  under  BoUer,  halted  at 

•oath  end  of  the  town.     They  were  a  little  reserve  of 

Company,  and  they  remained  liable  to  be  called  upon 

dotiee  as  might  arise.      Major    Dalbiac    and 

Kennaxd  and  a  few  men  returned   to  the 

of  the  town.     Upon  first  entering  Senekal,  a  Free 

which  was  flying  on  a  pole  in  the  street 

ite    the    church,   was   secured.*     The  inhabitants 

to   have  been  divided  in  disposition  towards  us. 

appeared  to  be  glad  we  had  come;  others  were 

and  non-committalp  evidently   very  much    in 

with  the  Boer  cause,  and  ready  to  perform 

the  enemy  any  secret  intelligence  service  in  their 

It  was  a  spy  of  this  kind  which  made  it  so  easy 

for  the  Boers  to  do  what  they  did.     It  is  certain  that 

«ome  ana  in  the  town  rode  out  and  gave  the  information 

Aat  oolj  a  small  English  force  had  arrived,  and  explained 

Ike  n&lars  of  the  defence  that  had  been  established.     In 

tdme  oor  stragglers  had  dropped  in,  one  by  one, 

probably  sufficiently  mindful  of  the  inner  man 

la  dalay  reporting  to  their  Company,  until  they  hod  pur- 

a  square  meal.     There  were  probably  a  dozen  of 

_  so  bent  in  Senekal.     The  Major  was  occupied  in 

tta  perfonnance  of  various  duties,  he  received  some  arms, 

a  §irw  atsrrenders  were  made  to  him,  and  he  endeavoured 

laobCaan  information  in  regard  to  the  enemy.     General 

Indie's  force  was  still  far  in  the  rear. 

8och  appears  to  have  been  the  position  of  afifairs  at 
Aoat  one  o'clock.    A.t  this  time  firing  began. 

TMs  aaa  to  hi  tU  gnwiMlaii  ol  C«pUia  PrfdMn-BnuM. 
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The  Boers  seem  to  have  been  well  info: 
weak  points  of  our  guard.  They  knew  eve 
ground,  and  the  simple  and  great  possibilit 
in  the  way  of  affording  cover  for  their 
attack.  They  advanced,  apparently,  in  tM 
an  easterly  direction.  One  from  a  farm  on 
of  the  kopje ;  these  Boers  followed  a  de] 
north  side,  along  which  the  Bethlehem 
eastward.  They  seem  to  have  arrived 
abrupt  north  edge  of  the  kopje  before 
demonstration  could  be  made  against  them 
presence  there,  in  suck  a  large  force^  could 
known  to  the  little  band  that  charged  t 
The  other  body  of  the  enemy  crept  down 
the  south  and  south-west  of  town.  The  de 
are  of  very  tottuous  course,  and  afford  m 
attack  with  the  beet  kind  of  cover.  The  1 
to  be  from  every  direction.  Our  men  we 
They  found  that  they  could  not  leave  thi 
direction,  without  exposing  themselves  to  \ 
of  which  they  could  not  discover. 

Some  one  had  early  delivered  such  sparst 
was  to  Major  Dalbiac.  The  situation  was 
quickly  made  up  his  mind,  however,  that  1 
tain  his  hold  upon  the  kopje.  "With  a  few 
hastily  called  together,  he  joined  the  Httle 
Mr.  Kennard  had  now  rejoined,  and  a  few  c 
of  two  Cossack  posts,  at  the  south-west 
kopje,  and  remembering  that  the  south  si 
impossible  ascent,  he  charged  directly  for 
men  to  use  haste  in  their  movemeuts.  In 
climb  it  was  impossible  that  all  his  men  al 
the  edge  of  the  tableland  of  the  kopje  s 
Less  than  thirty  men  rode  up,  and  there  " 
shot  in  the  ascent,  and  horses  were  wound< 
band  never  wavered;  they  rode  forward 
sound  of  the  firing,  and  rode  almost  up 
lying  in  their  rocky  cover.    All  instantl 
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Ao  ocdor  Wftfi  iaaned  to  Boiler  to  take  two  or  three  men 

lad  ftrj  to  saye  the  horses.    Most  of  the  horses  were  shot. 

Tbe  Major  was  killed ;  he  fell  dead  with  a  bullet  through 

fais  aacdc.     The  rest  lay  on  the  ground,  to  make  a  fight 

■id  &B  best  of  a  bad  job.    They  had  no  cover,  except 

the  ahost  graes,  which  was   no   protection.     More  men 

Tcre  wounded,  and  gallant  young  Deane,  rising  on  his 

ksee  to  take  a  good  aim,  was  shot  through  the  head, 

iil&ii^  dead  without  uttering  a  sound.     When  Sheila  was 

ifaoC  be  remarked  it  was  hard  luck  being  taken  off  before 

itrilfing  a  single  blow.    Kennard  appeared  to  be  pain- 

faOy  ^ironnded  in  the  knee  and  face.     It  was  a  hopeless 

i^iii.     A^new  went  to  the  Major,  but  saw  that  he  was 

Agnew  was  himself  wounded  shortly  after.     The 

I,  at  a  distance  of  less  than  a  hundred  yards, 

in  an  unceasing  hail  of  ballets.    Behind  their 

they  were  comparatively  secure,  and   they  out- 

■■mbarBd  the  force  opposed  to  them,  at  the  least,  five 

Id  one.     Nevertheless,  our  men  continued  their  firing, 

Bai  they  now  began  to  experience  a  cross  fire  from  their 

q^itv  tkOd  they  saw  the  Boers  were    creeping   round 

their  rear ;  to  their  left  was  the  precipitous  cliff 

Seoekal.    To  retreat,  to  pass  over  the  level 

in  tear,  would  have  meant  annihilation.    Surrender 

made  without  considerable  discussion,  but  it  waa 

Thirteen   onwonnded  men  surrendered,  and  six 

■BWOQoded  men,  in  the  rear,  escaped  under  heavy  fire. 

with   some   diflSculty,   got  Weisberg,   who   waa 

,  upon  his  horse,  and  brought  him  to  the  town.* 

rallied  a  little  remnant,  in  a  house  yard  to  the  south- 

,  and  this  band  remained  there,  under  fire  from  all 

,  (or  over  an  hoar.    The  Boers  did  not  venture  down 

tlM  town  for  two  reasons :  they  knew  that  General 

t*s  force  could  not  be  far  off,  and  they  did  not  wish 

l»  jeoyardifrft  their  success,  but  they  continued  to  fire 


led  by  Khfl  General  for  the  V.O..  bal  Boiler  himself 
adb  9mj  Uffa^  o<  bU  eerfi«ee  this  dey,  juid  declined  to  gj?e  erideoee, 
«a^  ad  0f  ModMty  prabably  eoit  him  that  ooreted  order. 
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from  the  kopje.  They  made  arrangerai 
wounded,  collected  their  prisoners,  and  w 
the  kopje  and  the  spruits  just  as  the  mai 
into  range.  The  western  Cossack  post  had 
join  the  Column,  and  had  given  information 
BO  that  the  artillery,  upon  getting  within  t 
began  to  shell  the  kopje.  But  the  main  bi 
day  was  concluded  ;  the  damage  was  done. 
Other  particiilars  than  these  are  best  glea 
following  extracts  and  notes : — 

Corporal  Agnow*  rotumed  from  tbo  hospital  i 
October  2l8t,  and  on  October  26th  he  gave  mo  th 
copying  from  his  diary  the  foUowing  deeorlptioD  of  tl 
own  point  of  view. 

*'  Senekal.  May  25.  1900.— Wo  left  camp  about 
galloped  several  uiiles,  ahead  of  the  Column,  as  odvi 
arrived  at  Benokal  (eighteen  miles)  without  seeing 
Boers.  About  ten  o'clock  a.m.  Mr.  Kennard  sent  "} 
me  to  pick  up  He«nan  and  Wilshin,  and  to  form  a  C 
road  to  the  right  of  the  town  near  a  kopje.  We 
comfortable,  and  bought  some  butter,  bread,  auc 
which  we  fried.  In  an  hour's  time  the  rest  of  the 
twenty-five  strong)  came  up  and  dismounted,  and  al 
about  1.15  p.m.,  when  we  heard  shoty  all  round,  an 
and  J.  C.  Mcllwraith  galloped  up  from  our  rear,  bs 
bad  been  whizzing  all  around  them.  The  Major 
once  sent  for»  and,  arriving  in  a  few  minutes,  he  < 
patrol  out  and  reconnoitre,  telling  me  and  the  ihi 
remain  at  our  post.  Hearing  shots  from  over  the  li 
his  mind»  and  gave  the  order  bo  gallop  up  the  steep  8 
Mr.  Kennard  told  us  to  fall  in  too,  which  Wilahi 
Edmondston  and  Heenan  didn't  hear  the  order,  ai 
po8t»  notwithstanding  bullets  were  biizzing  all  aro 
went  up  a  place  which  I  thought  only  a  goat  could  \ 
the  majority  of  us  went  farther  over  to  the  right,  wl 
but  still  very  difficult.  Webster  was  hit  through  t 
the  thigh,  but  thought  it  was  only  a  stone  throwr 
We  arrived  at  the  top  pretty  well  together,  and  cha 
the  grass  towards  the  other  side  (of  the  kopje),  wl 
found  ourselves  within  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  some 
all  mounted,  straggling  all  over  the  place,  but  soot 
lay  do^vn.    Almost  at  once  the  Major  was  lilt,  ani 
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I  Ihrea  ymrAu  from  me  I  went  to  him,  but  found  him  onable  to 
L.  I  tbm  atexiAd  to  fire,  with  my  reins  hookod  ovor  my  right 
boA  toy  mftre  getting  hit  near  her  near  fore  knee  became 
Dd  wftlked  all  over  me  and  the  Major^  but  withonfc 
■S  va,  K>  I  let  her  go.  Looking  around  I  found  thai  I  was 
>wmilj  yardg  ahead  of  Mr.  Eennard  and  the  others,  so  I 
bttok,  and  lay  about  six  yards  to  the  right  of  Mr.  E. 
Bt  aaddfOily  said  he  was  hit,  and  then,  while  taking  aim,  I  felt  a  bang 
■  A*  vqpper  part  of  my  left  arm,  then  another  hit  on  the  belt,  and 
tt  Iha  ■aoM  moment  Mr.  K.  said  he  was  hit  on  the  leg.  We  all 
other,  and  decided  that  it  was  death  to  retire  or 
■■e,  and«  as  w«  knew  that  the  Boers  were  working  round  us,  we 
iiad  W>  give  in,  especially  as  there  was  no  hope  of  relief.  I 
iBBBd  to  hMxe  a  white  butter  cloth  in  my  pocket,  so  I  put  it  on 
v0m  Asd  held  it  up.  Then  I  went  forward  and  tried  to  get  them 
Aop  firing,  which  they  were  very  alow  to  do. 
The  Boer*  were  rery  decent  to  us,  and  allowed  me  to  take  away  my 
i  end  Uanket,  and  ever^'thing  oat  of  my  wallets,  also  my  cup  and 
■  tia.  We  wconded  onca  were  left  in  charge  of  the  town  doctor, 
Ilka  otben  w<eia  taken  off  as  prisoners.  An  ambulance  brought  us 
1km  1w|iilBil  (a  echoolhouse  in  time  of  peace)  where  we  had  our 
■Mb  properly  looked  at.  The  troops  were  not  long  in  coming  up 
i  a«r  own  doetors  took  ns  over." 


3b.  BoUer  gave  me  the  following  particulars,  most  of  them  two  or 
ten  iligpi  ftflcr  the  event,  and  a  few  subsegaently. 

^Tbaia  wore  thirty -one  of  ns,  I  think,  altogether,  who  went  up  the 
I&  Wa  ataxted  at  about  1.15.  It  was  a  perfectly  mad  movement. 
^sote  op  the  steep,  sometimes  almost  precipttona,  kopje  until  we 
01  lo  tba  oiiMt  and  then  there  was  an  undulating  grassy  space. 
^■■■Ily  wo  eniMsul  a  ridge  in  this  space  and  we  saw  the  Boors  ahead 
tf  «W  ^itte  close,  and  standing  up.  We  were  on  their  skyline  and  in 
Ml  -siev.  ^ley  dropped  among  the  rocks  and  opened  lire  briskly. 
!  te^  think  any  one  gave  the  order  to  dismount,  but  all  did  instantly, 
iflk  ooa  ftooord,  and  lay  in  the  long  grass.  Barring  this  grass  we 
iva  faOj  OTpnsfd.  The  Boers  started  shooting  the  horses,  as  they 
^m  maim  aaady  seen,  and  almost  every  shot  seemed  to  tell.  It  was 
te  Mi  foaaon  that  I  rose  and  told  Sergeant- Farrier  Meek  (because 
^flki  lujaaift  had  no  riile),  Weisberg,  and  one  or  two  others,  to  try 
mi  fit  tlM  bones  away.  I  shall  never  forget  that  nice  little  walk  of 
^iK  thirty  yards,  until  wo  got  them  over  the  skyline.  Kvery  horse 
^^  tny  tittle  mare  wo4  shot-  One  grey,  that  Meek  was  leadingt 
M4  hava  bad  nearly  twenty  wounds,  it  was  simply  streaming  with 
9mA.  Aa  aoon  a«  we  got  over  the  skyline  we  began  to  get  enveloped 
Kb  tooffc  by  Iho  Boeta.  They  were  working  around  on  the  eastern 
lb  ef  oa.  It  wae  now  that  Weinberg  was  dhoti  aJid  whilst  I  was 
^^  kM  ataore   and   tying  up  his  woond&d   arm   a  ballet  went 
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throagh  his  water-botUe,  and  the  hone  bjr  him  was  . 
At  this  moment  some  one  ran  to  me  and  advised  m 
the  others  had  donCf  and  I  thought  it  about  time  k 
persuaded  Weisberg  to  leave  the  place  and  come  wU 
much  pain.  Some  one  now  passed  and  made  an 
Weisberg  to  get  mounted  behind  me,  but  it  failed, 
and  the  man  rode  on  down  the  kopje.  I  then  modi 
get  him  up — it  seemed  an  impossible  job — I  leaned 
the  offside,  feai-ing  the  kit  wouM  slip  around,  and  a; 
to  get  into  place,  and  my  mare  galloped  as  if  she  I 
on  her.  She  seemed  to  think  it  was  some  Gymkh 
thing  of  the  kind.  You  know  I  have  won  one  or  i 
sort  with  her,  and  she  really  seemed  to  be  enjoying ! 
"  I  understood  that  there  were  about  150  Boers  o{ 
"  Poor  Freddy  Shells  must  have  crawled  along 
line,  east,  thinking  he  waa  working  towards  the  towi 
find  his  way  about.  That  is  how  the  search  party  ■ 
He  was  found  in  the  morning  by,  about,  the  ninth  t 
"  When  we  came  down,  several  of  us  held  a  hoc 
yard." 

Private  Webster  wrote  to  me  on  October  25,  U 
the  following  extracts  from  his  mteresting  letter: — 
"  I  will  do  my  best  to  give  you  an  account  of  wha 
•*  We  paraded  at  8  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  May  2£ 
and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Senekal,  sighting  th 
o'clock.  Major  Dalbiac  then  halted  us  and  rode 
alone.  In  abotit  half  an  hour  he  returned  telling  c 
had  left  that  morning.  We  then  rode  into  the  tov 
right  through  it  to  an  eminence  on  the  north  side, 
be  seen,  in  the  far  distance*  a  body  of  men  g 
remained  on  the  lookout  for  half  an  hour  or  so,  i 
ordered  back  to  the  town.  Cossack  posts  were  no^ 
main  roads. 
"  The  rest  of  us  were  allowed  to  dismount  and  to 
"  I  had  the  luck  to  secure  a  good  loaf  of  brea 
which  I  shared  with  one  of  the  best  men  that  evei 
poor  old  Shells.  Surely  it  was  a  fatal  loaf  I  My  hal 
in  my  wallet,  and  the  man  with  the  rest  of  it  was  kj 
"We  had  been  resting  an  hour,  or  may  be  m 
Eennard  joined  ub,  and  all  of  a  sudden  wc  saw  Nl 
galloping  hard  towards  us.  The}'  said  they  had  b( 
spruit  and  had  had  a  narrow  shave.  At  that  momt 
on  the  kopje  on  our  right,  and  a  bullet  or  two  whisi 
at  once  went  to  find  Major  Dalbiac,  who  galloped 
two  and  ordered  us  to  charge  the  kopje  and  turn  1 
that  very  moment  I  got  a  terrific  blow  in  my  right 
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lAl  aol  rwlif  I  H  at  once,  I  soon  knew  that  it  was  a  btiDet.    Tbo 
»••  ioo  great  to  think  of  giving  up,  so  I  galloped  on  up 
AMb^  xqp  to  the  top  at  the  same  moment  as  the  Major. 
A  li^Kt  ehflBtnct,  fell  twice  in  the  climb,  but  he  pulled  it 
rtthoot  iliMiiiiiiiiiUii[i      On  reaching  the  eummit  the  Major  ordered 
D  AnBoaiii,  Bhoating  something  to  Sergeant- Major  Roller.    He 
I  itH  <^ffad,  shot  bjr  a  Boer  within  twenty  yards. 
Hj  pooy  fe^  ahot  in  the  head,  as   I   diBmoonted,  bat  with  a 
i^  ahm  i^coreivd  beraelf  and  galloped  down  the  kopje.     That 
iHm  l^ift  T  aav  of  niy  plucky  little  mount.    She  was  one  of  the 
Mil  Bttte  finTir'f^  that  e\*er  carried  a  trooper. 
KflMMcd  wtm  lifit  in  the  month  and  knee.    His  agonised  exclama- 
■  ««n  taniUe  Id  hear. 

Poor  Deane  waa  on  my  left,  quietly  potting  away,  when,  with  a 
ih,  a  bnllafc  hit  him  full  in  the  forehead  and  he  rolled  over  dead. 
liUMKd  ealled  out  to  Sergeant  Tomlin  to  take  command,  and  after 
Hriad  oomallation  Tomlin  ordered  AgTiew,  who  had  a  woxmd  in 
I OHK*  to  put  up  a  white  flag. 

**&■  Boos  then  eame  out  and  took  n^  prisoners.  They  marched 
flin  aUe  amai  tmdar  escort,  and  having  arranged  Rennard,  Agnew, 
A  M^yvolC  ID  a  tine  on  the  ground,  told  us  they  were  reti'eating  and 
■M  mtmd  ihjetuia  to  us.  A  grey-beardod  Free  Stater  took  my  knife 
4  aoB^pa^  ■■  mementoes.  An  ambulance  came  and  we  were 
■^  —Iliad,  in  ■tevtohers, down  the  hill,  and  put  into  it,  ajid  it  then 
inyai  inlo  lovn.  We  were  placed  in  the  schoolroom,  and  at  the 
■ii  ol  iIm  lownspsopk  we  received  every  attention. 
'CamiD  WMM  iood  brought  in,  in  a  dying  condition.  Ho  lingered 
laaAaghi,  and  then  died.  He  was  shot  through  the  lungs. 
^Doriag  tha  ni^ht  the  bodies  of  the  Major  and  Deonc  were  brought 
i^«aid  Iha  ■hnffling  feet  mnst  have  sent  me  to  sleep,  for  that  is 
Itoft  I  II iImii  of  that  dreadful  day.** 


fcttiM^  fmoi  Bethlehem  Court  House  to  a  member  of  the  Surrey 
mat  Haft  Fmate  F.  J.  Bw  Lee  sa^'s : — "  You  will  no  doubt  havo 
■  Ike  hem  official  report  of  our  Company's  disaster  at  Senekal  Hill, 
Maj  ttlh(  and  yon  will  be  interested  to  know  how  I  got  on  in  the 
Hk  en'  how  va,  wlio  are  prisoners  of  war,  have  since  fared  in  the 
■grii  hamie  Ahoni  fifty  or  sixty  of  the  &4th  had  been  pushed  on 
D  teoaanotkiing  work  to  Senekal,  where,  finding  it 
boitled  the  Union  Jack,  and  then  we  proceeded  to 
^heft  arma  aii4  aaiiiHinilioa.  This  was  about  10  o*clock.  Half  our 
^a^m  wmtm  oot  pelroIHng  roads,  doing  Cossack  post  duty,  Ac.,  and 
rftkiB  va  eaa  gat  oo  news.  Some  soroly  may  have  escaped.  I  was 
■A  ^vly  ID  the  day  to  the  rear  with  a  measagei  long  before  the 
I^HHV  MAtthed  tha  town^  and  as  my  mare  was  nearly  done  up  by 
^^^  4r^*  kns  OHUehee,  and  was  minus  a  shoe,  I  walked  hor  for 
■^al  ^1—^  f«)oinitt8  those  of  my  couurades  still  left  in  tho  tomi 


102    THE   STORY   OF  THK  34th   COMPi 

"  Proflontly  we  saw  some  two  or  thrc«  horBomen  ap] 
were  scvoraJ  hundred  yards  ofl^  but  we  rcA.1Uod  that  tl 
men,  and  we  iuuuediately  bridled  and  tightened 
mounted  I  shouted,  *  We'll  have  a  shot  at  them  be 
we  rode  further  up  the  slope.  Unwin  led  his  horse  ii 
ing.  When  we  got  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  we  ciune  i 
a  lot  of  Boers  only  a  few  yards  off.  They  turned  and  f 
the  rocks  on  the  kopje,  for  they  evidently  thought  ti 
number  of  us.  They  opened  fire  at  us  at  short  ran 
and  galloped  for  cover,  tdiouting  to  Uuwia  to  moix 
saw  of  him  he  was  in  the  act  of  mounting. 

"We  galloped  right  into  the  firing  from  the  top  G 
after  a  time  we  found  some  of  the  other  chaps,  and  t< 
hour  or  more,  imiU  the  artillery  came  up  and  the  fit 
reoccupied  the  town  before  any  of  the  troops  came  n\ 

'*  Unwinmust  have  been  shot  as  he  mounted.  His! 
severaJ  places.  We  found  his  rifle,  and  Harmer's,  with  fk 

**  It  ia  a  manel  that  Walker  and  I  got  away  aafel; 
keeping  a  proper  lookout,  and  Harmer  had  chosen 
for  a  Cossack  post.     It  ought  to  have  been  farther  uj 

Another  private  writes: — "Had  the  Major  lived 
longer,  there  would  have  been  no  prisoners — but  t 

Private  C.  A.  Grout  gave  the  following  particulara 
for  the  delay  of  four  of  the  men : — "  Corporal  G 
Frodaham,  Banks,  and  I  went  out  as  a  sub'section, 
right  of  the  advance  guard.  We  took  four  prisoners 
and  two  black  interpreters,  and  arrived  in  Senekal  lal 
a  dinner  we  were  forced  by  the  firing  to  join  the  W 
in  the  spruit.    Afterwards  we  kept  up  a  fire  from  an 

List  of  Casualtiks. 
KUUd. 
Major  Dalbiao  shot  through  the  jugular. 
Sergeant  Shells    „         „         „     body. 
Private  Dcane      „        „         „    head. 
,.       Unwin*  >.        ..         .,    stomach. 


*  A  brass  tablet  has  been  placed  in  St.  Pan1*s  Ohnroh,^ 
the  foUuwing  inscription  : — 

"To  mCHAUD  UNWIN. 

BOBH     XM     VxifAUAISO,     AUOUHT     2l«D,      18 

Lieutenant   Chilun   National   Ocab) 

Killed  ik  Aotioh 

AT    SK.NXKAL,    SoUTZ  AfSICA,    WHILE  SEBTl 
WITH   TUB    34th    C0UPA.SY,    UlDDLEHSX    lUPE&lAL 

May  2fiTH,  1900. 
A  toktn  of  tetpect  from  tlie  British  Community  i 


ON   TO   8ENEKAL 


Wounded, 


KcDnard  shot  through  the  face  and  leg. 
CotpanX  Afgatm  r,         „    &nn, 

PEirmteWeUter  Jeg. 

W«ubiig        „  „    arm. 


Pritonen. 

P.  W.  Scott,  W.  Nicoll,  TomliiL 
6«K9MQt-Famer  Meek. 
CoKporml  Hel;. 

PHvmtea  Bljtb,  T.  Lee,  F.  J .  B.  Lee,  J.  C.  Mcll wraith,  T.  Richards, 
BobertMD,  F.  J.  Weedoo,  and  N.  0.  Walker. 


wlio  ntamed  firom  the  kopje  top  are  as  followB : — 
flgiyani*Major  Roller,  CorporiJ  Kirby,  and  Privates  Cholmetej, 
Moikle,  Odtij,  T.  J.  WUfthin,  and  AVeiaberg. 


CoiianV  poets  were  aa  follows :  - 
Korth :  Corporal  Harmer,   and  Privates  Christy,   Unwin,    and 

G.  A.  Walker. 
W«el :  Corporal  Kapier,  amd  Privates  Bairington,  J.  Morgan,  and 

Jacoby. 
Sootfa  :  Corporal  Agnew,  and  Privates  KdmondstoD,  Heenan,  and 

T.  J.  Wilahin. 
On  Ibe  kopje :  Corporal  Kirby,  and  Privates  Blytb,  Deane,  and 

OttTxy. 


funeral  of  the  killed  took  place  in  the  afternoon  at  ^7« 
ft»  Seoekal  Cemetery. 

On  the  Boer  side  a  Field  Comet  named  Nel  was  killed. 
Ht  also  was  buried  in  the  cemetery. 

n^m  Company  rested  in  camp  north  of  the  cemetery,  kuy« 
nd  in  the  evening  Davem  and  I  rejoined. 
In  the  morning  our  Section,  or  what  was  left  of  it,  ^^f^ 
our  Company,  which  was  camping  hard  by.    The 
had,  hitherto,  been  divided  into  four  sections. 
^fctiiVT  Liy.,  my  own  Section,  had  suffered  badly,  seeing 
teoe  wttTB  wounded  and  six  were  prisoners,  out  of  less 
tao  twenty  in  the  fighting  strength.    Of  those  of  our 
HJ.  who  went  up  the  kopje  only  two  came  back, 
and    Weisberg,  and    the    latter  was  woimded. 
in,   at  the  camp,  our  Company  was   now   te- 
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organised  into  two  Sections,*  instead  of  foui 
myself  one  of  Section  II. 

The  effect  of  this  smash  up  was  that  1 
promotions  were  made: —  \ 

Quartermaster  Sergeant  Cowan  waa  made  C.-Sergo« 


Corporal  Burrows                              , 

,       „       Sergeant. 

.,       Napier                               , 

,       „       Sergeant, 

.,        Qrumley                              , 

,       „      Quarteroc 

„        Green                                , 

,       M       Sergeant 

,1       Harmer                             , 

„      Sergeant 

Private  J.  Morgan                           » 

,      ,»      Corporal 

„      Ouvry 

»      „      Corporal. 

„      Thornton                                , 

„      Lance-C< 

Sergt.-Major  Roller  was  recommended  for 
by  General  Rundle,  of  which  confirmation 
from  the  War  Office  a  montli  or  so  late 
from  this  date  as  Lieutenant,  The  kite 
killed  were  now  offered  at  auction,  as  is  tl 
active  service.  The  things  of  Major  Dall 
offered,  and  they  were  arrayed  on  the  groi 
examine.  The  bidding  for  everything  wai 
for  many  mementoes  officers  and  men  b 
Roller  bought  much  that  was  necessary  to 
he  was  an  officer. 

The  sale  was  not  finished  before  hurrie 
to  us  to  saddle  up  and  fall  in,  in  our  new  i 
were  not  quite  shaken  down  to  the  new  o 
and  our  movements  lacked  snap  and  thi 
confusion.  At  midday  we  galloped  out  oi 
of  Senekal  and  patrolled,  halting  on  a  ridg 
guards  or  pickets  to  the  front,  men  takin| 
guards.  Some  Boers,  daring  the  aftemoo: 
foot,  and  in  a  Cape  cart,  to  give  themeeb 
get  orders  to  be  allowed  to  go  back  to  the 
sundown  we  returned  and  camped  in  th 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Senekal. 

*  The  Company  remained  in  this  form  antil  late  in  oi 

ouir  oambera  wore  so  dimiiislied  that  we  rode  all  as  one  S 

t  Absent  for  a  while,  on  dutf ,  promotion  dated  from  n< 


A 


I  remaned  in  the  churchyard  camp  ;  I  was  told  off  for  ^^y  v* 
stable  goard  for  the  afternoon.     Half  of  my  new  Section, 
Seotkxi  II.,  ^ent  oat  to  patrol  the  country  lying  north. 
Wi^ister's  horse  came  in — a  Little  black  cob — it  had  been 
Aoi  on  the  25th  in  the  cheek,  a  very  bad  wound. 

0«netai  Bundle  engaged  the  enemy  to-day  near  the 
Biddolphfiberg,  seven  or  eight  miles  east  of  Senekal. 
y  had  taken  up  a  strong  position  on  the  great 
east  of  Senekal,  that,  in  the  rolling  but  apparently 
krvel  Teldt,  look  hke  a  fleet  of  gigantic  monitors  at  anchor 
in  m  wide  bay.  It  was  said  that  Little  good  resulted  from 
Iba  encounter  l^eyond  the  ascertainment  of  the  enemy's 
pBB^n  and  his  approximate  strength.  There  was  also 
%  mznoor  that  orders  had  been  received  to  create  a 
ion  for  the  enemy,  who  were  hardly  pressing  a 
mounted  force  near  Lindley.*  We  heard  that 
iM  cesnalties  in  tliis  day^s  fighting  were  about  one 
and  fifty,  and  that  many  of  the  wounded 
were  burnt  to  death  by  grass  fires. 
I  wma  called  at  4.30  a.m.  to  l>e  one  of  a  patrol  towards  May  so. 
BUdnlphsberg  under  Sergeant  Napier.  We  had  to  go 
to  General  Handle's  camp.     We  started  at  5.15  a.m.,  in  j 

He  daric.    The  morning  was  raw  and  cold.     The  bergs  ' 

kdked  very  grand  and  beautiful  in  the  haze  at  dawn. 
We  came  upon  camp  four  or  five  miles  from  Senekal,  on  ' 

•  Bethlehem  road.     Wo  found  that  we  had  nothing  to 
L'K  except  to  await  orders,  and  none   came  for  hours.  | 

'^  ■     dismounted    on    the    outskirts    of    camp    and    we 
.ii^.^dled  by  sub-sectionB  in  turn. 

X  am  writing  this  on  the  verge  of  the  battlefield  of 
IHlvday  and  near  tlie  Yeomanry  Gamp.  It  is  now 
aann  and  sauny.  Napier,  Barrington,  and  Lunn  are 
vntin^  letters,  on  the  grass,  in  the  sun.  Pabner  is 
maading  bia  bandolier.  T  am  sitting  on  a  sun-wormed 
Mikfll,  and  aU  the  world  seems  to  be  quietly  wait- 
■^  witb   OS.    Xhe  tired  horses  are  lying  down  about 

pcorad  lo  be  true,  the  D.C.O.'a  ooder  Colonel  Spnigge 
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four  miles  out  we  found  ourselves  on  the 
veldt  near  Tafelberg,  on  the  long  grass,  wl 
ceased,  and  we  soon  saw  that  we  were  left  l 
the    moving    column.     Here    we  dismou 
down  in   extended    order,   in    the    afternc 
remained  for  hours  watching  the  column's 
keeping  watch  towards  Tafelberg.     I  had 
and  could  plainly  make  out  moving  objects  o 
which  I  reported  to  Mr.  Brune.     He  did  m 
of  it.    He  sent  Napier  and  two  men  oat  t 
They  got   divided   in   some  way,  and  the 
some  of  the  enemy  returned,  but  Napier  d 
much  to  my  disquiet.    We  greatly  feared 
been   taken  prisoner.     It  was  almost  sur 
proceeded,  and  as  we  descended  the   slop 
towards  the  road,  it  became  intensely  cold. 
of  the  men  were  actually  suffering,  for  tl 
been  warm  they  had  on  little  underclothii 
on  their  overcoats,  and  immediately  got  in^ 
trouble  with  our  leader  in  consequence, 
harshly,  saying  that  nothing  would  disci 
enemy  like  these  dark  overcoats.     We  tl 
overcoats  were  dangerous  our  close  order 
more  so !     After  a  while  it  became  so  inte: 
all  were  allowed  to  cloak.    Our  progress 
very  rough  veldt,  or  through  an  occasion 
and  donga,  and  we  at  last  came  into  C£ 
after  dark,  to  find  that  we  had  come  only 
miles,  in  direct  line,  south  of  Senekal. 


M 


CHAPTER  Vin 


KLIP     DBIFT     NEK 


T>EVEIIiLE  was  early;  we  started  at  6.30  a.m.  to  scout  J^^, 
•*^*   on  the   right  flank  of  our  big  column  on  the  march 


the  south  or  eouth-south-east.  Mr.  Pndeanx- 
oommanded  the  company,  Mr.  Holler  was  second  in 
id.  Our  column — transport  and  convoy — extended 
Eeven  miles,  on  the  plain  before  us,  and  formed  a 
imposing  sight.  We  had  a  long  day,  varied  by 
and  long  halts,  at  times  strung  out  in  a  long, 
Blended  file,  each  man  keeping  his  distance  and  direction 
villi  the  one  in  front.  We  came  to  camp  long  after 
and  I  found  I  was  for  night  guard. 
two  Sections,  under  Brune  and  Roller  respectively,  B«Teui« 
left  rear  guard  for  an  hour  or  two,  when  word  *  •-*°* 
«H  bffoagbt  to  us  that  a  column  was  advancing  upon  us 
m  niM^***^  direction,  in  rear.  It  was  thought  to  be  the 
ij,  and  our  Section  II.,  after  a  long,  hard  gallop  to  a 
in  Bight  of  this  column,  was  detached  to  scout 
towards  its  advance  guard.  We  watched  the 
ita  of  the  advancing  men  with  much  expectadon. 
oat  to  be  a  oonvoy  of  our  own.  which  hod  taken 
tt  road  from  Senekal.  We  were  all  much  pleased 
find  Napier  with  this  convoy.  We  had  thought  him  a 
beyond  doubt.  After  a  long  midday  halt  we 
this  small  convoy  on  to  Klip  Nek  camp,  rejoining 
tbe  main  body  we  had  left  in  the  morning.  Napier, 
had  lost  bis  direction,  but  had  fallen  in  with 
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Jono  3. 
ReTelUg 
6  a.m. 
Bimd*y. 


some  troops  and  retamed  to  Senekal,  and  c 
with  this  convoy. 

It  was  bitterly  cold,  and,  as  there  was  no 
there  was  much  "  grousing  "  at  having  to  ti 
dark.  Thanks  to  Napier,  we  were  alloW' 
again  until  sunrise.  Twelve  of  us,  howev 
ready  by  7  a.m.  to  go  out  on  patrol  with 
scouted  on  the  great  kopjes  eastward  of  ( 
crept  up  upon  one  or  two  farms  in  the 
mountain-side.  I  was  one  of  the  left  adv 
the  party.  Roller  and  a  sub-section  kept 
levels  and  watched  and  supported  us,  Fi 
to  the  farm  in  the  kloof-bend,  fonned  by  th 
wards  called  "Middlesex  Kopje,"  see  Jxnn 
front  and  the  north-eastern  hills.  We  f( 
supplies  of  good  things  to  eat,  and  wh( 
rejoined  us  here  I  obtained  permission  to  fij 
bread,  butter,  and  oranges  for  division  amoi 
All  this,  as  well  as  many  tumblers  of  milk,  ^ 
high  prices.  I  was  told  off  with  two  others 
the  house  to  search  for  arms.  Two  or 
began  to  cry  at  this,  although  we  did  ever 
and  orderly.  I  had  my  doubts  as  to  the  s; 
tears,  especially  as  one  of  the  buxom  youn 
particularly  saucy  and  coquettish.  I  w 
return  to  camp  by  a  short  cut  with  the  sack 
On  my  way  in  I  overtook  some  flankers  ol 
Hammonia  (on  the  Senckal-Ficksburg  I 
us).  They  were  some  of  Brabant's  Hors 
them  was  a  Texan  with  whose  family  mj 
I  had  been  acquainted.  I  regretted  to  b 
him  a  piece  of  news  which  affected  h 
agreeably — the  recent  bursting  of  the  grei 
Colorado  River.  He  was  much  surprised 
him  I  had  bread  and  butter,  and  wool 
lunch?  "Bread  and  butter  1  Of  course 
lunch  we  had  a  talk  over  the  Far  West 
left  behind. 


KLIP  DRIFT  NEK 
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All  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  and  mounted  men  of  cur  ^^^-^ 
cunp  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force,  in  the  plain  to  the  ^  *-^- 
Borth  wad  north-east,  along  the  foot  of  the  hills  that 
tedar  tbe  ywsi  tract  of  hill  coontry  and  basins  that  lie 
lomrdB  Booi  Erans,  Willow  Grange  and  Ficksburg, 
KKxth  and  soath-east.  The  force  mast  have  been  nearly 
bar  hundred  men.  We  did  not  meet  the  enemy,  and, 
AmlriTig  he  might  be  on  the  hills,  we  turned  southward 
■p  the  steep  kopjee.  All  this  was  done  in  open  order,  for 
a  all  oar  scoutings  and  reconnaissances  for  the  past  four 
or  fiTe  days  we  bad  expected  to  come  into  contact  with 
tbs  etMiDy.  We  had  failed  to  find  them,  so  far,  although 
It  waa  certain  there  was  a  large  force  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. We  got  on  to  the  tableland  unmolested,  and 
igde  ihTDOi^h  the  thicks  high  grass  of  the  kopje-tops,  and 
Kaffir  mealie  fields,  south-west,  and  descended  the  big 
taqi*  noclh-east  of  Khp  Nek,  and  got  into  camp  about 
Ana  o'clock  p.m. 

The  site  of  Klip  Nek  camp  is  a  narrow  pass  between 
■■all  hills  that  lie  at  the  foot  of  big  bergs.  It  is  the 
ntaance  from  the  Senekal  plain,  north  of  EJip  Drift,  into 
Ifaa  moantainous  districts  of  Hammonia  and  Ficksburg. 
Iha  aoenery  is  highly  picturesque,  and  the  plains  and 
■flOBtain  ranges,  under  the  changing  and  varied  coloured 
Ji^Ma.  are  indeed  worth  watching.  The  very  shapes  of 
libm  kopjes  are  so  peculiar  as  to  lend  a  most  fantastic 
iiaiin  to  tbe  view  in  any  direction. 

Tba  gzsas  is  very  thick  and  luxuriant  in  this  district. 
Ai  ihia  eeaeoD  it  is  long,  and  dead]  owing  to  the  extreme 
koala  at  night.  The  colours  of  the  grass  are  of  every 
ia^piahle  tint  of  khaki,  from  the  ordinary  khaki  to  a 
aAljt  Aod  even  purplish  khaki. 
**  Camp  **  IB  a  abort  and  simple  term,  but  it  includes  an 
n  of  some  complexity.  A  Company,  complete, 
Doi  begin  and  end  merely  with  a  number  of  armed 
and  officers ;  if  it  did,  the  question  of  greater  mobility 
d  ooi  he  a  difficult  problem.  For  myself,  I  think  that 
I  that    we  English  hold  as  necessary  to  efiicicncy 
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third  donga,  towards  the  Company,   for  i 
close  upon  a  kopje  to  our  front,  one  jutting 
range  at  our  right  flank.    It  was  very  quie 
at  the  bottom  of   this  donga,  and  there 
Bmell  of  wild  beasts,  and  the  tracks  of  man; 
came  there  to  water.    Among  the  red,  n 
either  hand   I  saw  many  conies  or  rock  ri 
strange  little  beast,  Hyrax,  said  to  be  dist 
the  elephant.)     Presently  I  found  a  plao 
ride  up,  on  the  far  side,  and  saw  that  a  fe* 
had  crossed  the  donga. 

Those   of  us  who  had  crossed  were  cc 
move  up  tbe  nek  to  our  right  front,  and 
way  up,  when  we  descried  horsemen  gal. 
our  right  scouts,  and  from  the  front   tal 
the  same  time  rapid  firing  was  heard  hot 
the  nek.     The  right  scouts  came  in,  tellii 
patrol  of  Brabant's  Horse,  only  a  few  me 
upon  the  enemy,  just  beyond  the  nek.     Pi 
the   following   Boers,   and  they,   catchinj 
stopped  in  their  career  and  turned  to  our  1 
the  heights  of  the  kopje.    They  proceedec 
fire  on  us,  and  we  took  cover  in  the  donge 
but  Roller  immediately  saw  that  it  was  t 
tion,  and  took  us  to  the  middle  donga, 
pretty  good  cover.    We  dismomited,  '*h 
lined  the  edge  of  the  bank.     Soon  after 
cover  the  Boers  ceased  fire,  and  we  watcl 
summit  of  the  kopje,  on  the  skyline,  bi: 
those  who  had  descended  a  little  towari 
among  the  rocka.     Mr.  Roller  was  for  he 
at  first,  to  see  if  Brabant's  Horse  wo 
reinforcements  would  be  sent  from   Kh 
information.     He  decided  to  remain  a  w 
appeared  more  than  probable  that  if  tl 
force  they  would  outflank  us,  on  the  righ 
range  and  on  the  left  from  the  dongas 
remained  watching  the  enemy  for  nearly  i 
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[t  out  as  sentry  to  our  left  rear,  bat  was  not  fired 
It,  bat  the  moment  we  issued  from  the  donga,  the  Boer 
ire  began  hotly.  We  emerged  from  the  donga  in  ex- 
indfid  single  file.  Roller  waited  ontil  last.  Immediately 
pnoeding  him  were  Napier.  Barrington,  and  myself.  We 
pBoped  on»  to  the  extended  and  retreating  line,  thinking 
Boikr  wae  behind  us.  The  bullets  were  knocking  up 
iplefal    little  pofis  of  dust  around  us.    I    came  near 

BlooDt  when  he  shouted  *' Keep  extended,  C ."    Then 

Thfier  shonted,  "Where's  Mr.  Roller?"     He  had   dis- 

l^pfiftred,  and  thinking  he  might  be  wounded,  or  needing 

htj^,  Napier  turned  back  with  Barrington  towards  the 

iflDj^      I  followed,  but  we  had  not  gone  far  before  we 

WB^t  si^bt  of  Boiler  sailing  along  under  the  kopje  range 

^tm  oor  Section's  left),  and  we  turned  again  and  raced 

ifter  tbe  line,  and  were  soon  out  of  range.     Not  a  single 

matx  or  horse  was  hit,  although  the  bullets  came  close 

ODOOgfa   to  please  any  of  us.    Proceeding  two  miles,  we 

■■ft  three  scouts  of  Brabant's  Horse  on  the  lookout  for 

«.    We  returned  together  to  Klip  Nek,  under  the  mercy 

d  Qod,  safe,  one  and  all  of  us.    This  was  the  first  time  I 

led  come  under  fire.     I  do  not  think  I  realised  the  danger 

9k  the  dine.     I  felt  rather  elated,  and  pleasantly  excited 

liiB  oCherwise.    I  noticed  that  the  horses  were  keenly 

iivB  (o  something  unusual  and  that  as  long  as  tbe  bullets 

me  Dear  as  they  remained  in  a  state  of  high  excitement. 

It  aeemed  that   the  original  idea  of  the  General,  or 

officer  who  planned  this  excursion,  had  been  for  our 

to  get  around  by  way  of  this  kopje  and  to  make 

with  the  85th  Company,  which  had  gone  out  in 

lawfiUDg  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  to  circle  around 

as,  and  on  our  return  to  camp  we  found  that  the 

WA  were  still  in  the  field  and  there  were  camp  rumours 

%lfce  eiEect  that  they  had  been  sorroonded,  but  they  all 

^■i  in  under  Captain  Finnan,  shortly  after  sunset. 

Daring  oar  absence  there  had  been  news  of  the  war 
^  oat  in  camp.  The  news  of  the  occupation  of 
^■"torfa    bj    Lord   Roberts    was    received  with  much 
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cheering.    We    had ,    it    was    said ,   recaptn 
prisoners.     We  had  heard  some  days  ago 
pation  of  Johanneshurg.  I 

About  sunset,  over  a  thousand  men  marchi 
mostly  the  Scots  Guards,  2nd  Battalion.  '. 
to  the  sound  of  their  pipes  and  drumi 
occasionally  broke  in  upon  the  pipes  with 
music.  The  whole  camp  cheered,  and  it 
livening  incident.  The  black  drivers  and  I 
were  worked  into  a  perfect  frenzy  by  thi 
pipes. 

Our  Section  was  chosen  to   scout  ahea 

Battalion  Scots  Guards  which  marched  toi 

to-day.     The  valley  between  here  and  Sen 

undulating  plain,  bounded  by  kopjes  and  i 

kopje  ranges  and  bergs.     I  was  the  centre 

scout,  Faber   advance  right,  and    Edmon 

left  scouts,  all  under  Napier,  with  Barri 

necting  file.    We  led  on  the  main  Senekal 

Bouie  reason  the  Column  took  a  road  trend 

which  passed  the  Hibernia  store.     There 

four  roads  along  the  valley  in  the  direct 

The  regiment  halted  at  a  farm  by  Hiberr 

five  miles  from  the  Klip  Nek  camp ;  we 

miles  in  advance,  to  their  right  front. 

course,  other  scouts  on  either  fiank,  in  i 

observing  the  halt,  Napier  ordered  us  to 

we  all  did,  with  the  exception  of  Edmon 

returned  to  the  Colunm.    We  lunched  t 

veldt,   waited    some   hours,  saw  many   li 

close,  but  did  not  dare  to  pot  one  for  fear 

rear.    They  are  said  to  be  excellent  eatir 

the  sky  became  overcast  and  a  thunder 

Seeing  camp  had  been  pitched,  we  made 

towards  it,  but  the  rain  came  down  in  she 

refuge  in    a    deserted    farmhouse    whic 

guarded  by  a  party  of  the  Scotchmen. 

(with  fixed  bayonets)  to  prevent  the  soldi 
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vcric  from  the  house  for  fuel.  This  was  rather  Like 
teiking  the  stable  door  after  the  horse  was  lost,  for  doors, 
■diM,  ceiHngs,  and  floors  had  all  been  damaged  either 
ij  some  passing  column  or  by  the  Boers  themselves. 
We  fltajed  here  an  hour.  A  young  "Jock"  sentry 
Aovrod  me  a  Mauser  bullet  that  had  struck  his  ammu- 
Dtiaa  pouch,  piercing  the  brass  shell  of  one  cartridge  and 
■■rkzng  the  ballet  of  another.  He  was  keeping  them  as 
■  edifying  soavenir  of  Biddulphsberg. 

We,  Napier's  little  party,  returned  at  a  gallop  to  Klip 
Sakcaznp,  enjoying  the  ride  very  much.  The  Scots  Guards 
^■tined  at  Hibemia,  establishing  a  post  there.  After 
■MSft  the  thunderstorm  came  again,  only  it  was  much 
flan  merwere  than  in  the  afternoon.  I  was  night  guard. 
Moit  of  ns  passed  a  miserably  cold,  wet,  and  disturbed 
^^1.  It  hailed  heavily  for  a  few  minntes,  and  the 
iltiijiiiig  was  very  vivid.  It  was  the  first  rain  we  had 
W  on  the   campaign  from  Norval's  Pont  (April  21st). 

About  twenty  of  our  Section  scouted  along  the  same  Jane  a 
liBey  as  wo  did  yesterday,  only  more  to  the  right,  and 
limg  by  the  Ficksburg-Senekal  telegraph  line,  towards 
fiaekal.*  We  scouted  about  ten  miles,  and  heard  cannon 
fae  and  pom-pom  fire,  apparently  from  the  enemy's 
on  the  kopje  ranges  to  the  north-east.  A  mile 
further  on,  we  sighted  the  advance  scouts  for  the 
Regiment,  coming  from  Senekal,  and  for  whom 
we  were  not  aware  of  the  purpose  of  our 
's  work)  we  had  scouted  the  valley.  At  first  we 
they  most  be  Boers,  for  the  scouts  retreated  on 
Oft,  but  presently  we  found  that  they  were 
We  halted  and  lunched  near  a  Boer  farm,  and 
their  inferior  butter  at  2s.  per  lb.,  and  then 
to  Klip  Nek  camp  at  a  trot,  along  the  same  line 
feoor  mocning  advance.  I  noted  that  the  telegraph  line 
«»•  Y«ry  well  constructed,  the  posts  being  the  Siemen's 

i^MmmaaA  J.  Btrob,  ot  Uui  36th  West  Kent  Comjfmaj,  was  riding  at 
^Aiei  «Uh  llw  Mth  Compui;f  as  fro  tern,  Ueatenant.  ThU  arrange- 
ttn  «i»  fm  %  Civ  dajv  only. 
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patent,  a  neat,  telescopic,  iron  post.  The  1 
in  few  places,  but  the  communication  wa 
destroyed.  On  our  return,  at  four  o'clock  p.i 
many  camp  rumours  afloat,  but  no  real  newfl 
drum  band  held  a  practice  in  the  evening, 
was  very  cold  and  frosty.  An  order  was  q 
around  for  us  to  lie  with  our  arms  beside  vi 
prepared  for  attack  or  attacking.  A  convoy 
evening,  and  with  it  were  our  missing  men  ft 
Moikle,  J.  Morgan,  and  Lunn,  and  Barton  % 
in  hospital  for  several  weeks.  The  three  fori 
to  Winberg  on  duty.  We  heard  that  the 
morning  had  been  the  enemy's,  at  a  force 
Horse  on  reconnaissance. 

I  observed  to-day  for  the  first  time  the  aasv 
grey  vulture)  in  considerable  nmnbers  on  tl 
animals.  In  this  district  a  species  of  crow  it 
a  glossy,  black  crow  with  a  white  patch  or 
neck.  I  should  say  it  is  as  large,  or  larj 
English  carrion  crow.  It  caws  like  a  rook, 
gregarious  and  sometimes  solitary.  It  roosi 
of  the  kopje  sides,  and  presumably  nests 
more  or  less  a  scavenger.  Its  beak  is  strong 
almost  to  a  hook.  It  has  a  curious  habit 
most  peculiar  rhythmical  winding  sound 
upon  finding  food  on  the  veldt — not  unlik 
sound  of  the  old  watchman's  rattle — "  ka 
werky  werk — ka  werky  werky  werky  werk." 
several  secretary  birds,  solitary  and  handsc 
of  the  kestrel  type  are  common.  There  an 
of  lizards,  and  but  a  few  snakes  at  this  se 
the  most  noteworthy  and  striking  feature  i 
history  of  this  district  or  of  the  whole  C 
innumerable  dome-hke  anthills.*  While 
more  numerous  in  certain  areas  of  soil  or 
they  are  to  be  found  in  every  conceivable  cla 
at  the  same  time,  for  some  unknown  reason 

*  JS«e  in  the  illoatration,  "  Palmer  with  the  Maxim, 
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bcoBhoods  are  bare  of  them.  I  observed  thom  on  solid 
took  foandationSf  much  more  commonly  on  the  rich 
toil  of  the  yeldt,  sometimes  capping  tall,  isolated  pillars 
of  woi%  earth  or  clay,  along  the  donga  banks.  If  these 
nil  eboose  a  site  nothing  near  it  is  an  obstacle  to  them, 
i  post,  a  stone,  or  strands  of  barbed  wire  are  simply 
and  built  about.  They  abound  in  areas  of 
of  acres  on  the  veldt»  from  ten  to  fifteen  or 
■on  jards  apart,  from  one  foot  to  three  feet  high ;  they 
■■  weatherproof,  hardened,  and  fairly  smooth.  One 
only  sees  the  silent,  indefatigable,  and  slow  workers ; 
vtai  a  hill  has  been  damaged  by  wild  animal  or  convoy 
aifgozi  -wheel,  or  when  some  soldier  has  carved  one  into 
lit  oven  or  stove,  one  may  watch  these  dull,  blind, 
OHxaic  ants  groping,  bewildered,  and  perplexed  over  the 
tmL  They  apparently  work  from  the  inside,  and  when 
tse  rainy  season  has  made  the  earth  soft.  A  large  hill 
mmk  be  the  work  of  several  seasons — perhaps  many 
IKB.  Patches  of  new  galleries  and  storage  cells  are 
iidfid  in  lobate  layers.  A  fragment  of  a  hill  resembles  in 
Imnatii^**  a  coarse  stable  sponge.  I  have  not  yet  seen 
Kawock  in  progress,  although  1  have  noted  new  lobes  on 
alpv  hills.  The  galleries  and  cells  ore  stored  with  short 
faaem  of  roond  grass  stalk,  cut  off  in  lengths  of  from  one- 
^^ilh  to  three-qoarters  of  an  inch.  The  ants  in  a  hill,  I 
teik,  vary  in  form;  I  have  not,  however,  had  oppor- 
to  observe  this  point  definitely.  The  greater 
are  of  a  very  pale  reddish  colour,  and  have  a 
,  semi-transparent  head,  which  has  a  pointed 
The  material  for  building  must  be  treated  by 
ants  in  some  way  with  a  cementing  or  cohesive 
■ben.  Observing  their  vast  numbers  (countless 
iaoa)  their  system,  their  instincts,  their  prevailing 
^^itoanity  under  isolated  conditions,  one  is  apt,  in  one's 
^  to  push  back  the  earth's  history  a  few  cycles.  My 
id  Groome  says  these  are  the  white  or  burrowing 
■•lanJy  visible  on  the  surface  and  working  at  night. 
thinki  also  that  the  numerous  large  holes  on  the  veldt 
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Some  of  the  huts  had  small  enclosures  of  r 
work.  There  was  a  very  curious  refuse  pit 
that  I  considered  had  some  scatologic  signifi 

It  was  so  cold  this  morning  that  for  houn- 
the  groimd  was  white.  The  sunrise  wa 
violet,  gold,  and  silver  tints  were  very  lovely 

About  noon  I  was  ordered  to  saddle.  G* 
asked  through  the  Brigade  Major  if  I  had  Sf 
about,  I  said  no.  He  then  ordered  that  I  wa 
alone,  that  another  man  was  to  be  told  off 
me.  One  of  the  Derby  Imperial  Yeomanr 
oat.  I  galloped  off  with  a  lot  of  despatches, 
blue  official  envelopes,  for  General  Campbe 
The  ground  that  had  been  so  white  and  sp 
morning  was,  now  that  it  was  thawed,  d 
desolate,  for  the  whole  veldt,  between  th< 
been  burnt  some  days  before.  About  hal 
Nek  the  Derby  man's  horse  fell  and  pitched 
I  jumped  off  quickly ;  at  first  I  thought  he  1 
the  fall  was  so  sudden,  but  horse  and  ride 
no  worse  than  a  severe  ebaking.  I  told  hi 
slowly,  I  must  push  on,  as  1  felt  that  Gen 
would  be  certain  to  send  me  on  to  Hibem 
of  the  despatches  I  had.  I  rode  into  Kli 
General  Campbell,  and  was  soon  off,  with 
Colonel  Dalgetty  at  Hibemia  Camp,  where 
the  Scots  Guards  on  June  7th.  I  rode 
Ingram's  store,  up  to  the  camp — an  inten 
where  I  saw  some  young  subalterns  playing 
their  men.  Colonel  Dalgetty  gave  me,  ii 
for  General  Campbell,  which  I  took  back 
General  Campbell  desired  me  to  wait  and 
despatch  to  Haramonia.  I  asked  permis 
fresh  horse,  for  my  mare  was  weary,  it  hi 
sunset  and  almost  dark.  He  asked  me  thi 
how  far  I  had  ridden,  and,  upon  my  telHn 
he  had  thought  I  was  a  Hamiuonia  man,  8 
now  to  turn  in  to  my  lines. 
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heyond    it.     Bnine,   who    remained    near    our 

1  pofiition,  had  ordered  out  five  advance  scouts — 

Signal  Hanner,  G.  Grout,  Banks,  Bradley,  and  Cald- 

nB.    The  first  three  were  in  advance.     Harmer,  very 

■fiioeetly,  took  the  scouts  entirely  out  of  sight  of  the 

uiB  bod^^y   towards  a  farm  up  a  hoek,  around  to  the 

Mitb-east.     From  the  catering-place  we  turned  hack,  and 

na  after,  as  we  were  leisurely  retiring,  we  heard  firing 

ij  the  Boers,  behind,  and  just  after  we  were  joined  by 

Cydvell  and  Bradley  at  a  gallop,  who  hurriedly  reported 

ill  oar  advanced  scouts  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy, 

than  one  hundred  yards  range,  that  they  had  seen 

wounded,  and   that  he  had   shouted   orders  to 

to    ride    for  their    lives — which    they  had    done. 

.  Banks,  and  Grout  did  not  return.    We  turned 

about,  and  saw  Boers  gallop  out  from  a  hoek  or 

valley    just    beyond    where    we    had    watered, 

itly   in  pursuit  of  Caldwell  and  Bradley.     In   the 

ttime  the  other  Companies,  East  Kent,  Derbyshires, 

mi.  35th,  had  scouted  in  other  parts  of  the  plain  below 

Bd  the   mesa  above — our  Company  were  scouting  the 

iMacmediate  foothills  or  ridges.     8ome  of  the  men  of  one 

d  Ihe  other  companies,  to  the  south  of  U8>  now  came  under 

te  firs  of  the  Boers  we  saw.     Thirty-fourth  Company  at 

mtt  diamounted,  and  opened  fire,  then  advanced  at  a  run, 

the  leadership  of  a   new  officer  of  ours,  named 

.  to  the  cover  of  some  boulders.     Here  Palmer, 

iraa  much  excited  by  the  absence  of  our  three  scouts, 

kted,  and  was  restrained  with  some  difficulty  by 

who  was  splendidly   calm   and  alert,   from 

headlong   at    the   Boers    alone.    From    these 

I  fijed  my  first  shot  of  the  war.    I  was  lying 

hMda  Barhngton,  and  I  fired  at  a  Boer  on  a  white 

hanb,  as  he  retreated  with  other  Boers  towards  their 

haak.    Newnham  ordered  us  to  fix  our  sights  at  1,200 

]B0^;  it  looked  very  much  nearer,  but  probably  was  not. 

Whaiber  we  did  any  execution  or  not  I  cannot  say.     Our 

tm  eaoaad  the  Boers  to  hurry  away.    After  all  the  Boers 
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had  disappeared  we  fell  back  to  the  mi^ 
and  occapied  that  position  for  the  night. 
"  Middlesex  Kopje/'  From  recent  experie 
that  Boers  were  all  along  the  high  lands  of 
east  and  in  our  vicinity.  At  first  we  tried  t 
for  our  horses  among  the  big  boulders  of  i 
subsequently,  having  been  joined  by  Br 
them  down  to  the  west  side  of  the  kopje,  i 
Nek  Camp.  Here  we  linked  them  in  lit 
exception  of  one  or  two  men,  who  remai 
horses,  all  climbed  to  the  summit  of  th< 
Boers  now  came  out  from  their  hoek  ag 
to  the  farm,  above  their  watering  dam,  an* 
towards  our  right.  We  turned  the  Maxim 
was  nearing  sunset,  and  the  quiet  evening 
haze  of  dimming  distance  was  settling  o\ 
veldt.  The  sound  of  the  Maxim  was  m( 
with  its  insistent  dot-dot-dot-dot,  and  ov 
below,  the  prolonged  swish  and  swirl  c 
sounded  disturbing  and  uncanny.  The  Bo< 
off  and  did  not  reappear. 

We  subsequently  heard  that  a  convoy  fro: 
on  the  way  north  to  Klip  Nek  Camp,  had 
by  a  party  of  about  fifty  of  the  enemy, 
slightly  west  of  south,  of  our  position, 
was  attacked,  and  it  was  at  that  momer 
caused  the  Maxim  to  open  fire. 

I  was  made  stable  guard  with  Heenan,  D 
Chohneley,  Green,  and  Thornton.  Guarc 
into  three  guards  of  two  hours  on  and  t 
I  did  seven  hours  watch  this  night.  It  wa 
moonlight  night,  and  it  soon  became  frost; 
expected  to  be  sniped,  but  except  that  t 
horses)  were  very  restless,  for  want  of  e 
nothing  happened.  The  remainder  of  the  < 
or  guarded  on  the  summit,  about  three 
above  us. 
J«n«M  I  was  one  of  the  fatigue,  of  ten  men^ 
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"We    did   it  in  shifts  of  ten   horses  at   a  time, 
B  not   thought  advisahlc  to  take  all  the  horses 
There  was  no  water  nearer  than  the  water-holes 
^ornit    a  mile  to  the  west,  towards  Klip  Nok,  the 
sproit,  only  higher  up»  as  that  in  which   I  had 
^  my  ipeaahing. 

the  ^c^ter-holes  were  frozen  over  a  half  an  inch  thick, 
%t  first  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  horses  to  drink  at 
I  xt>de  every  shift,  seven  in  all.  which  made  over 
miles  altogether. 

morning  a  Kaffir  rode  in  from  the  Boer  lines  to 
that  poor  yoong  Groat  had  been  killed ;  he  was  shot 
b    the   femoral    artery  and   died  instantly :    that 
,  -who  had  been  shot  through  the  left  lung,  close 
tike  heart  (touching  the  heart,  it  was  afterwards  said 
the   surgeon),  would  die  if  immediate  help  were  not 
it :  thftt  Harmer  was  shot  through  the  leg. 
,  In    the    afternoon,   having    finished    my    guard    and 
I  returned  to  the  summit  of  the  kopje  with  the 
of  the  relieved  stable  guard,  and  we  were  allowed 
Bt  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  until  the  next 
g,     C.  Grout  was  much  cut  up  about  his  brother*8 
,  bat  bore  up  manfully.    He  was  ordered  to  Klip 
in  the  afternoon,  where  he  attended  the  funeral. 
boya  greatly  resembled  each  other. 
GrcMune  told  me  that  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
al  cor  men   on  the  top  of   the  kopje  to-day, 
ttuee  men  who  had   been  sent  out  to  scout 
driven  in,  on  our  east  picket,   which   was    also 

Newnbam,  the  new  officer,  will  be  very  popular  with 
Ibe  men,  his  attitude  is  so  very  considerate  and  calm. 
B*  Palhodn  are  an  intense  relief  to  us  all. 

Wben  be  saw,  yesterday,  that  some  of  us  were  hot  and 
be  immediately  handed  round  his  own  water-bottle. 
Be  is  ao  officer  of  the  VI.  Bengal  Cavalry,  and  is  come  to 
of  our  Section  II.      At   nightfall   about 
ol  the  Derbys,  under  Major  Dugdale,  joined  us, 
10 
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by  way  of  reinforcements.  Dugdale,  being 
took  command  of  the  forces  on  the  kopje, 
three  vedette  and  Cossack  posts  put  on 
towards  the  east. 

Our  wounded  men  were  given  up  by  tl 
taken  by  ambulance  to  Klip  Nek,  whence, 
were  to  be  taken  to  Senekal. 

Wo   were   terribly  short  of  rations.    Nd 
found  out  how  short  we  really  were,  and 
store  gave  us  each  a  biscuit  that   night. 
Godsend  indeed ! 

We  saw  Boers  two  or  three  times  to-day 
in  the  distance  ;  they  were  watering  horses. 

Grumley  and  Izard  went  into  Klip  Nek  ( 
Company  waggon,  for  supplies  and  kits,  hw 
only  limited  room  in  the  waggon  we  are 
everything. 

The  enemy  shot  at  a  small  patrol  sent  c 
no  injury  was  done. 
jnne  ifl.  ^q  ^qqq  ^jjjg  moming  long  before  daybrea 

the  kopje  top.  We  had  a  quiet  night.  \ 
breakfast,  no  groceries  having  been  dra' 
Mr.  Brune  ordered  some  chicken  to  be  boi 
soup  to  take  the  place  of  our  ration  of  tea  oi 
we  got  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  Tb 
"cook  house  "  is  at  the  foot  of  the  kopje, 
brought  up  with  much  labour,  and  that 
reckoned  a  fatigue.  The  kopje  is  at  least  ' 
and  very  rocky  and  steep. 
^  At  sunrise  three  or  four  Boers  were  fi& 

mile  north-east  of  us  (the  one  where  I  proci 
butter  on  June  3rd),  and  ten  of  our  men  vol 
and  try  to  stalk  them.  Dugdale  forbadi 
although  Brune  was  very  anxious  for  them 
BO  cramped  with  the  cold  that  I  did  n 
volunteer.  I  felt  I  should  be  useless.  J 
however,  that  it  had  been  Newnham's  desin 
to  lead  the  party  I  should  have  made  an  ea 
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i&  came  to  nothing.  Shortly  after,  wc  sighted  about  fifty 
led  Boers  towards  the  east,  on  the  me&a.  After 
we  saw  a  Cape  cart  coming  from  a  south-easterly 
,  where  the  Boer  laager  is  situated,  and  as  it 
oar  position,  in  the  road  below,  we  ordered  it  to 
Then  a  Boer  unfurled  a  large  white  flag,  and  we 
faond  that  he  and  a  companion  bad  a  pass  to  camp.  They 
vire  allowed  to  proceed  to  Klip  Nek. 

The  weather  is  exquisitely  fine,  and  cool  on  the  kopje 
ll^  bnt  at  night  it  is  cold,  with  very  hard  white  frosts 
towards  morning. 
We  signalled  with  flags  to  Klip  Nek  Camp.  Canny 
;  Klip  Nek  replied  by  helio.  It  was  rumoured 
Roberts,  BxiDer,  and  Methuen  and  other  Generals 
Tere  hammering  the  Boers  far  to  the  north  and  south- 
«^  &c.,  and  that  they  would  probably  Anally  close 
mmnd  them  with  us. 

Ihere  was  a  great  scramble  for  our  blankets  and  other 
U;  sooae  one  unstrapped  my  roll  and  took  my  blankets, 
they  were  marked.  My  waterproof  bag  was  left, 
wtm  marked  in  large  letters  in  green  paint. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  two  guns  came  out  on  the 
P^wrwtr^ift  Road,  from  Klip  Nek  Camp,  and  shelled  from 
Bflcrath  plain  the  Boer  farm,  south-east  of  us.  At  first 
i|  ■■■mil  as  if  they  were  tr3ring  to  get  into  range  of  some 
our  own  pickets,  and  Palmer  was  sent  out  in  all  haste 
mm  the  artillery.  He  galloped  at  a  tremendous  pace 
the  base  of  our  kopje,  across  the  plain.  A  half-mile 
his  hone  stepped  into  a  hole  and  threw  him  headlong, 
and  rider  rolling  over.  We  watched  him,  with  the 
Bt  interest,  remounting,  as  if  nothing  untoward  had 
,  and  galloping  on  to  the  guns'  position.  Immedi- 
alter  we  saw  some  splendid  shooting,  every  shell 
in  and  about  the  farm,  and  the  Boers  escaped,  one 
loe,  from  the  house,  to  their  kloof  or  laager  valley. 
watched  the  firing  from  the  north  flank  of  its  range, 
ooold  time  every  projectile,  from  the  flash  of  the  gun 
puff  of  the  exploding  shell.  I  do  not  know  what 
as  done,  we  were  too  far  off  to  see  that. 


the 


conple  of  old  blankets.  We  slept  by  our  ar 
rocks,  or  in  the  shelter  of  sangars.  Our  knt 
and  rendered  rather  promiscuouB-like.  I  ai 
pea-soup  tin  for  a  mess  tin. 

t  GroQt  waa  killed  here  Jane  13, 1900.  Hanser  and  Be 


sa 


got  e^y  orders  to  saddle  up,  and  be  ready  to  move  J^  jg 
to  Hammonia.     Boers  appeared  on  the  east  table-  BeT«ai«5».m. 
Indy  wnd  "we  were  sniped  in  the  early  morning.     We  were 

oat  to  man  the  north  and  east  borders  of  oar  i 

We  «ie  now  ready,  in  the  cool,  bright  sunshine,  to  fire 
at  the  enemy  should  he  attempt  to  make  a  demon- 
Our  fellows  are  quietly  talking  about  every 
of  subject,  from  Florida  orange  groves  and  Bond 
tailors  to  the  meaning  of  the  enormous  convoy 
«h»di  18  paflsing  far  across  the  veldt  plain  below,  from 
Wif  Nek  Camp  to  Hammonia,  on  the  road  midway 
our  kopje,  which  we  have  named  Middlesex 
and  the  great  and  magnificent  berg  called  Wonder 

are  now  under  orders  to  march  to  Hammonia  in 

.«^moon,  and  we  shall  perhaps  form  a  part  of  the 

goard  of  the  big  convoy.    We  may  encounter  danger 

fighting  before  night.     Our  horses  are  saddled  and 

marching  order. 

Tba  eyer-chonging  and  grand  beauty  of  Wonder  Kop  is 

wy  i]n{m8sive.     The  berg  is  a  mighty  land-mark  and 

aa  be  aeeo  from  points  as  far  as  Senekal. 

The  convoy  stretches  the  full  length  of  road  from  Klip 
Sek  Id  Haaunonia  Kopje ;  it  must  be  at  least  a  ten-mile 

QOBVOy. 

la  the  afternoon  our  Company  started  as  left  rear  guard 
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Napier  was  ordered  by  Brune  to  pick  six  men 
scouts   for  the   Company.     Napier   chose  n 
besides,  there  were  Palmer,  Groome,  Lunn  a 
We  rode  in  single  file,  extended  about  five  h^ 
apart.     There  was  no  use  in  our  riding  well 
of  the  kopjes  to  our  left,  which  were  known  t 
of  the  Boer  position,  east,  but  we  were  ordere 
the  O.C.  and  we  did  it.    We  were  over  twc 
the  convoy,  and  within  a  few  hundred  yards  t 
and  as  we  rode  alon^  at  about  two  and  a  I 
miles  an  hour  our  friends  the  enemy  fired  at 
heights.    We  could  not  see  these  sharpshoo 
ping  pong,  or  tock  kok  of  the  Mauser  and  thoi 
of  passing  bullets  and  the  puffs  and  ploughiz 
they  struck    the    earth    around    us    were  ' 
apparent.      Once,   Lunn's  horse,  just  in  ; 
took  a   leap   forward^    being  either    fright* 
nipped  by  a  bullet.     About  half-way  to  H] 
firing  ceased,  and  the  sky  was  becoming  ov* 
Hanimonia  I  liglitcd  upon  a  Kaffir  kraal  i 
dusk}*  figures  disturbed  by  the  stir  of  the  mo 
troops.     I  bought  my  helmetful  of  eggs  for 
and  managed  to  canter  into  camp  with  then 
helmet  tight.    It  was  just  dusk  now  and  begi 
a  steady,  chill  drizzle.     I  was  warned  for 
The  guard  slept  together  in  a  row  between  fc] 
I  was  second  relief.     Biount  and  Kelsey  wa 
guard.     We  all  got  very  wet  and  cold, 
procure  a  little  dry  fuel  and  some  dry  dung 
with  some  difliculty  built  a  fire,  which  we 
constantly.     The  persistent  drizzle  dampei 
but  such  as  it  Tvas  it  was  a  great  comfort. 
sSdi*'  ^®  ^^^®  ^^  daylight  in  view  of  quite 

which  was  scattered  about  the  hollows  ai 
foot  of  the  big  bergs  at  Hammonia.  The 
for  an  hour  or  two.  About  nine  or  ten 
Company  were  ordered  out  to  scout  the  gr- 
right,  in  the  direction  of  Ficksburg.    Vt 


TO  FICKSBURG 


135 


Newnham,  and  he  again  stretched  ns  out  in  extended 
iles,  parallel  with  and  on  the  right  iiank  of  the  small 
eoQVoy  for  which  we  were  scouting.  We  rode  in  double 
ties.  Spruits  were  swollen,  and  the  approaches  to  the 
ia£t^  were  slippery  and  difficult,  so  that  about  two  miles 
Inai  camp  we  had  a  long,  tiresome  delaj'  in  a  steady 
&nrapoar  of  cold  rain.  We  were  ordered  to  remain  in 
fte  laddle  and  to  watch  carefully.  This  was  not  such 
■Bple  work,  for  the  poor,  weary,  shivering  horses  would 
veer  roand,  tail  to  the  drifting  wet,  with  pathetic  per- 
■ilanoe,  and  a  turn  of  one's  head  caused  a  chill  trickle 
lown  one's  neck.  Our  overcoats  got  soaked,  but  not  too 
beavy  to  resist  the  gusts  of  wind  which  drove  discomfort 
to  kneea  and  seat.  After  a  while  we  saw  that  our 
ttbeei>-po<and6r  and  waggons  had  succeeded  in  crossing 
the  drift,  and  again  we  pressed  forward  in  the  rain.  This 
joamey  to  Ficksburg  was  a  mixture  of  extreme  die- 
comfort  from  rain,  bitter  cold,  and  hunger,  and  a  feast  of 
fl^gnifioent  scenery,  wild,  rugged,  and  of  the  gorge  and 
hipfe  type.  Here  and  there  were  narrow,  fertile  valleys 
ad  kloofs  with  cultivated  fields ;  slopes,  and  hillsides 
flovered  with  rich  grass,  lands  evidently  suitable  for  wheat 
growing.  These  more  abrupt  and  closely  bunched  hills 
■B  the  foothills  and  outposts  of  the  distant  higher  ranges 
m  the  east  side  of  the  Caledon  River,  which  are  the 
kBdmarks  of  Basutoland.  It  must  be  constantly  borne 
ii  mind  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  comparatively 
bv  planted  trees — principally  the  various  species  of 
gnm-trees,  willow-trees,  firs,  and  peach 
I,  all  in  the  precincts  of  widely-scattered  farms 
wd  homesteads — the  country  is  quite  treeless.  In  some 
fli  Ifae  nacTower  and  sheltered  kloofs,  running  down  from 
iofjn  tops,  a  very  sparse,  dwarf,  dark  green  scrub  is 
faud ;  for  the  rest  of  the  view  it  is  endless  vistas  of 
pass,  of  khaki  tints  in  winter  time,  of  emerald  green  in 
te  spring  and  early  summer.  Khaki  tints  prevail  for  the 
gre«t«r  pari  of  the  year. 
In  the  afternoon  we  woimd  through  the  pass  or  nek  of 


136    THE  STORY  OF  THE  34th  COMP. 

Willow  Grange  into  the  Ficksborg  plain, 
from  the  pass  we  halted  at  the  farm  at  the 
road  about  three  or  four  miles  from  Ficksburg 
ravenous  by  this  time,  and  we  besieged  the  t 
doors  were  closed  against  us,  but  a  small  l 
opened,   and  the  old  Boer  proprietor  and  i 
served  us  with  hot  cofifee  and  slices  of  bread' 
shilling  a  time  ;  we  came  again  as  our  luck  al 
Qght  our  way  to  the  window.    It  was  a  sigli 
how  selfish  men  may  become  under  such  cin 
At  such  times,  the  rules  governing  the  law  of 
of  the  fittest — whether  of  the  order  of  cunninj 
force — have  full  play,  and  if,  by  way  of  astoi 
trast,  a  comrade  comes  out  of  the  press  with 
cup,  and  ofifcrs  it  with  shaky  hand  to  a  less  li3 
friend,  with  a  remark  that  he  has  "  really  b 
the  man  is  very  likely  to  reply,  **  You're  a  ( 
old  chap,  but  I'll  take  your  coffee  !  " 

Some  ofiicera  were  taking  their  ease  oi 
verandah,  but  the  troopers  and  horses  were 
dripping,  tired,  and  sodden,  and  after  all  ' 
enough  to  sharpen  our  hunger.  There  were 
oat  forage  ricks  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
cook  our  horses  there,  to  give  them  a  chance* 

Just  before  sunset  we  were  ordered  to  i 
Ficksburg.  We  rode  into  that  little  towr 
getting  dark.  Once  in  the  main  street  our  Set 
to  melt,  for  the  men  were  famishing,  camp  h 
established,  no  one  seemed  to  know  in  which 
was  to  be  pitched,  there  was  a  good  outlool 
and,  in  spite  of  the  claims  of  discipUne, 
foraged  around  for  bread.  In  the  meantim 
quite  dark  ;  the  main  guard  passed  on  to  the 
occupied  a  position  to  the  south-east  of  U 
promised  to  wait  for  Kelsey,  and  he  was  i 
baker's  house  that  it  was  densely  dark  befoD 
me.  We  now  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  fi 
on  to  the  wrong  road,  fell  into  dongas  and  pick 
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BHiy  oanflicting  directions  we  wound  np  by  finding,  on 
ft  iDOfiye  lide,  the  camp  of  the  Border  Horse,  ninety  strong. 
They  had  tents,  and  looked  wonderfully  comfortable  after 
o«r  ezpetiencea  of  the  day;  in  the  hearty  manner  of 
Cnkwimla  they  desired  as  to  stay.  We  said  we  would 
■oka  one  more  eflbrt,  by  their  directions.  For  half  an 
kmr  'we  struggled  over  kopje  and  spruit,  getting  more 
md.  nKxe  out  of  town,  until  I  made  up  my  mind  that  it 
m  qinie  time  for  ns  to  return  to  the  Border  Horse. 
Cetaey  reluctantly  followed  me.  We  were  cordially 
vdoomed  by  a  tentful  of  Australian  boys.  We  were 
Mb  Io  make  some  coffee,  which  we  greatly  enjoyed  with 
Ae  bread  we  had  bought.  We  turned  in  wet,  but  com- 
lotted,  ten  in  a  tent,  and  for  an  hour  we  yarned  of  prize 
igtrting,  the  care  of  horses,  racing,  the  war,  and  the  fun 
d  tzaTelling.  This  was  the  first  time  I  had  slept  under 
em  for  two  months — since  we  detrained  at  Norval's 

An  anniversary  of  Waterloo — the  first  I  have  regarded  ^^°«  J8l 
tem  a  8oidier*6  point  of  view  1 

Keisey  and  I  found  camp,  not  far  off,  very  early  in  the 
We  shpped  into  the  hues,  before  reveille,  and 
our  trouble  to  Sergeant  Napier,  who  kindly  set 
Mn§^t  with  Mr.  Newnham.  We  soon  hesurd  our  cannon 
ktrntdng  to  the  east,  bombarding  a  Boer  position.  We 
rftmwiilii  found  that  some  of  the  firing  was  by  the  Boers, 
Aaft  Ihey  had  fired  half  a  dozen  shells  into  the  Manchester 
«Dp.  Two  patrols  from  our  Company  were  sent  out  on 
Ac  roads,  but  as  I  was  warned  for  afternoon  stable  guard 
Iwwm  not  chosen  for  either,  but  in  the  evening  a  special 
r,  from  General  Boyes,  came  to  Mr.  Newnham,  to  get 
all  the  available  men  of  34th  and  the  33rd  East 
Seota,  thirty-two  men  in  all — there  were  only  seven  of  our 
mmm  camp — and  to  hasten  out  on  a  south  road  (to  Victoria 
■■i^  on  the  *'  Mill  Spruit  **).  We  knew,  at  the  time  of 
flVUDg,  nothing  of  the  purport  of  our  journey,  nor  indeed 
Aai  tbero  were  any  mills  there,  until  the  next  morning. 
Vv  woa  ordered  to  keep  absolute  silence,  to  march  on  the 
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grass,  where  possible,  instead  of  on  the 
matches  were  to  be  struck.  Smoking  was  pi 
interesting  instructions  were  given  to  ns  in  ci 
The  ride  out»  in  the  coo),  clear  starlight^ 
restraint,  made  the  journey  seem  mysterioi 
than  it  really  was.  We  arrived  at  our  destiii 
ten  o'clock,  halting  in  a  narrow,  intensely  ' 
great  kopjes  towered  about  us  on  every  hand« 
starry  sky.  We  could  make  out  the  dim. 
buildings,  and  saw  the  flickering  of  candl 
house  on  a  slope  above  us.  Mr.  Newnham 
silently  divided  us  into  pickets  and  guards: 
roads,  and  a  bridge  over  the  spruit.  It  fell  t 
be  one  of  the  six  stable  guards,  and  I  did 
watch.  The  linked,  hungry  horses  gave  ua 
trouble,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficu 
stable  guard  could  keep  them  in  line  orprevei 
encroaching  on  the  space  allotted  to  the  si 
Sleep  was  next  to  unpossible — the  ground  i 
hard,  we  were  picketing  on  the  roadway,  it  vi 
and,  until  the  moon  rose,  it  was  as  dark  as  a  ba 
spoke  to  each  other  in  whispers.  We  were 
attack,  or  a  passage  of  Boers  and  a  com 
pected  each  moment.  Shortly  after  dayli 
English  convoy  came  through  and  pasfi 
Ficksburg. 

Daylight   threw   a  brighter  complexion 
roundingR.     The  ends  of  three  great  kopjes  I 
of  triangular  basin  or  pass  of  about  two  hunc 

The  main  mill  is  a  four-storey,  well-built,  i 
building.  The  machinery  is  i^lnglish,  mo 
should  judge  first-class,  all  very  clean,  order 
There  was  a  dynamo  for  electric  lighting, 
manager  of  the  mill  came  down  from  his  I 
early  morning,  we  thought  he  was  a  well-to- 
had  a  long,  bushy  beard,  and  was  heavily  b 
there  was  something  strangely  familiar  in  hi; 
I  immediately  said^  *'  Well,  well,  where  d 
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"  He  answered,  "  Somerset."  "So  do  I,"  said  I. 
8  bom  at  Wellington/'  said  he.  **  So  was  I/' 
I.  '•  The  world  is  very  small."  "  That's  so."  His 
ler,  he  said,  was  an  employ^  in  Fox  Bros.'  serge  and 
:et  factory.  I  said  I  was  wearing  a  pair  of  their 
{Stent  patties  sent  to  me  by  my  brother.  He  knew  my 
people,  he  said,  and  would  I  go  up  and  talk  to  his  wife, 
wbo  was  jost  hungering  for  Wellington  news  ?    1  walked 
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into  ft  cosy  little  room  hung  about  with  home  scenes  and 
Tiewv,  our  old  Parish  Churoh,  the  Blackdowns,  and  the 
Poke**  Monument.  On  seeing  Mrs.  Ghallis,  I  ventured. 
WuU,  how  bee  'ee,  Mrs.  Challis?  Ive  a  commed  over 
fniZD  Wullint*n  to  zee  *ee."  The  good  wife  turned  round 
kai^ng,  with,  "Ah,  now  I  know  you  come  from 
W«lliiiglOD,  Bure  enough  t  " 
A  Kiwt  deal  of  business  was  evidently  done  at  these 
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mills — much  grinding  of  mealies   and  wheff 
deal  of  the  wheat  was  coming  from  Basutoli 
wheat  comitry.      The   mills  are    the    propei 
Mitchell,  a  man  of  some  wealth  in  Fickaburg. 
mill  is  managed  by  Mr.  Challis,  and  the  Ic 
son-in-law.    It  was  a  lenient  sort  of  warfare  t 
these  mills  to  be  running  in  full  swing.     I 
waggons  with   twelve  mules  each,  and   seve 
servants  packing  thirty  sacks   on   each  waj 
Challis  bobbed  actively  about  with  his  great  1 
handling  and  causing  to   be  handled,  very 
sacks  of  flour  and  meal.     The  work  was 
rapidity. 

The  roofs  of  the  buildings  were  of  the 
galvanised  iron  that  is  used  so  much  thro 
South  African  colonies  for  roofing  and  siding 
trees  about  were  planted  by  the  ChaUises. 
possessed,  unmolested,  horses,  mules,  pigs,  ( 
and  guinea-fowls.  The  kopjes  were  rich  iu 
rocky  and  precipitous.  The  ChaUises  had  e 
and  telephone  connections  from  the  mill  to 
The  bridge  was  an  iron  cantilever  and  truss 
cement  roadway  and  stone  abutments. 

Some  rations  of  mutton,  tea,  and  sugar,  wer 
from  camp  in  the  East  Kent  cart.    Davis  vol 
cook  for  our  seven  men.     The  Kents  cooke< 
selves.    Davis  did  us  proud,  he  was  an  old 
having  formerly  been  in  the  Canadian  Police, 
mutton   chops,   "hot  biscuit,"  eggs  and  bac 
brewed  tea,  and  we  had  brought  bread  in  i 
For  firewood  we  used  the  jambs  of  the  doors  c 
hut  beyond  the  bridge.    Napier  shouted  out 
*'  By  Jove,  boys,  we*re  hving  like  fighting  cocl 
we  are  living  in  over  plenty,  or  near  to  sti 
occasion  demsmds.     We   like   Newnham  th< 
more  we  see  of  him  and  his  ways.     He,  with 
some  of  his  men  (1  was  still  on  stable  guard) 
sangars  near  the  bridge.     In  his  shirt-sleevel 
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b  a  TTO)&n  for  tiours,  until,  utterly  tired  ont,  he  sat 
Jown  00  a  doorstep  and  slept  for  half  an  hour.  He  not 
qdIj  directs,  but  -works  himself,  with  hands  as  well  as 
btti  He  looptioled  the  outhouses,  and  constantly  visited 
tbepoBta.     Se  ne'v^er  fails  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  his 

I  understand  tln&t  the  35th  Company  are  now  at  Ham- 
nuAt  and  tlie  rest  of  34th  are  in  Ficksburcr  Camp — 
knng  patrols  of  roads  to  do.  We  have  heard  the  noise 
<tfcuinonadiiig  &11  the  morning. 
Oar  horses  are  linked  and  saddled,  in  marching  order^ 
fHtlefore  tlie  main  mill.  Mr.  Newnham  keeps  us  all 
list  (2.30  p.tn->,  "we  hardly  know  which  to  expect  first — a 
a&l,  marcb-ing  troops,  convoys,  or  attack. 

iboot  four  o'clock  Mr.  Newnham  came  to  me  and  said, 

'*Ycnihave  &  good  horse,  Comer;  ride  out  on  the  Lady- 

kiftd  Bead  (south)  and  see  if  you  can  see  anything  of 

vne  MtiUery  coming  this  way.**     This  was  the  first  hint 

tons  as  to  '^vhy  we  had  taken  and  held  the  pass.     In  two 

Bonotes  I  -waa  over  the  bridge  and  galloping  briskly  up 

Hit  pass.      'My  little  mare  was  glad  to  be  free  once  more, 

nd  moved  -vnih  a  spring.     About  three  miles  out  1  caught 

aghi  of   a    khaki  advance  guard,  and  soon  found  that  a 

«9Qfle  of   guns  and  a  guard  were  coming  our  way.     I 

Wyuittid  to  the  O.C.  and  told  him  the  mill  pass  was  held, 

sftd  tbe  distance  it  was  to  Ficksburg.     He  seemed  pleased 

al  tb«  n«ar  ending  of  a  long  trek.    I  galloped  back  and 

teported  to  Mr.  Newnham.     By  this  a  company  of  Border 

Horse    bad  come  to   the  Mill  to   relieve   us,  and   Mr. 

Bownham  told  us  to  get  ready  at  once  to  join  the  ap- 

ptpaching  artillery.     We  bought  from  Mr.  Challis  some 

raealie  meal  for  porridge  and  some  eggs  and  bacon.    I 

Issr  wo  had  first  pickings  as  to  eggs,  sugar,  Sec,  but  the 

Boeder  Horse  would  get  plenty  of  meahe  meal,  bacon, 

«id  pork.     Six  young  geese,  bought  by  Newnham  and 

5ap!er»  were  a  part  of  the  booty  which  we  tied  to  our 

fiMlm       Napior  gave  me  a  goose   to  carry,  and  Mr. 

HfVlihaiD  fi^ave  me  his  nosebag  to  bring  in.    The  geese 
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were  divided — one  for  Mr.  Newnham,  one  fl 
men,  and  four  for  the  East  Kents.    I  ran  np  t 
to  say  goodbye  to  the  ChalliRes,  and  when  I  oq 
my  mare  the  goose  I  was  to  carry.  Mr,  Newnl 
bag  and  feed,  and  the  throat-lash  of  my  br 
disappeared.     I  was  obliged  to  report  the  mi 
Newnham.    It  was  now  too  dark  to  identif 
but  as  we  rode  home  as  rearguard  Mr.  No' 
coursed  pleasantly  of  the  culprit,  so  that  all 
and  advised   restitution.     This  little  habit  { 
polite  name  of  "  commandeering,"  or  "  pinchi 
some  of  the  less  particular  troopers.     We  got 
burg  after  dark,  and  went  straight  to  camp ; 
was  very  threatening. 
Jouu.  -^  heavy  thunderstorm  broke  over  Ficksbur| 

We  were  all  soaked  again,  especially  the  nigl 
was  thankful  for  that  waterproof  bag  *  which 
me. 

At  reveille  I  went  up  to  the  East  Kent  linei 
good  deal  of  persuasion  got  them  to  disgorge 
and  goose,  but  I  did  not  get  my  strap.  There 
fire,  intermittently,  all  day,  apparently  Englia 
answering  each  other.  We  were  kept  bus] 
soaked  kit  in  the  sun.  It  was  a  quiet  day.  I 
for  night  guard.  It  still  looked  heavy  for  n 
men  of  our  Section  tried  to  make  temporary  bl 
in  anticipation  of  another  night  like  the  last, 
otu:  horses  at  the  drift  of  the  Caledon  River, 
is  the  boundary  of  Basutoland,  I  led  three  1 
this  morning.  The  river  was  much  swoll 
current  swift,  and  what  with  lack  of  room,  - 
nervous  horses,  it  was  not  an  easy  watering, 
sorry  for  Davem  to-day ;  he  takes  more  care  < 
than  any  man  in  the  Une,  and  his  mare,  of 
very  fond,  was  taken  ill.  The  sickness  was  e* 
to  a  chill,  and  the  wet  weather  coming  at  i 

*  Sergeant  Green  presented  one  to  each  of  tbe  men  oi 

Knighisbridge. 
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only  iMid  food — an  inferior  quality  of  mealies — could 
be  obtained  in  the  lines.  The  mealies,  instead  of 
figeating,  simply  swelled  in  her  guts.*  I  cannot  nnder- 
tfKid  the  short-sighted  policy  of  our  authorities  of 
wng  nkealies,  when  oats  are  abundant  throughout  this 
wStnct. 

Oppe,  of  the  gun  section,  was  looking  ill  to-day, 
and  had  to  go  into  hospital  for  dysentery  and  fever. 
Qcootue  gave  me  two  Tivies  weekly  edition,  the  first 
DBws  I  have  had  for  many  weeks.  Here  rations  are 
pKcttj  plentiful,  and  we  are  able  to  buy  a  few  luxuries 
It  the  stores.  The  Boer  householder  also  is  not  above 
ifialring  for  as,  for  a  consideration,  sweetcakes  and  small 
|UD  tnmovers  as  well  as  bread. 

My  helmet  was  like  pulp  this  morning  after  the 
ikKm,  and  I  had  to  give  it  a  day's  sun-baking.  The 
I— H>aijai  is  telling  dreadfully  on  our  clothes.  Some  of 
m  are  mere  tramps,  with  sleeveless  tonics  and  kneeless 
lnodhes.t 

Pirs»  willows,  poplars,  gums,  smd  eucalyptus,  peach 
ocehards,  thick  hedges  of  quince  and  other  fruit  trees 
■e  the  principal  trees  in  and  immediately  around  the 
town — all  have  been  planted  within  the  last  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years.  The  houses  are  scattered,  and  the  streets 
veil  hud  out  in  regular  blocks  on  the  slope  which  runs 
fcaek  £rom  the  Caledon  river-bank  to  the  foot  of  the 
pncipitooB  heights  of  the  great  Imperani  Berg. 

This  morning  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in  to  listen  to 
a  dssagreeable  lecture  about  our  lack  of  latrines.  What 
Bfliverybody's  business  is  nobody's  business.  The  direc- 
tion of  wrath  ought  not  to  have  been  towards  the  men, 
but  towards  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  order  latrine 
teigufls. 

Tba  anow  still  lies  on  the  sxmmiits  of  the  Maluti  range 


*  n»  OMra  died  next  morning,  roach  to  DftTem's  grief.  Ii  mi  the  tAme 
it»  ihAl  h*  rod«  oo  that  long  ride  with  me  to  FerreLr&  Farm,  on  limj  35Ui. 
t  Tb*  Metloo  of  oar  ka«M  against  the  8ad<il«  walleln  very  qoicU;  wore 
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in  Basutoland.  The  moontam  scenery  is 
The  blues,  whites,  and  purples  mingle  in  vi 
The  air  is  fresh,  cool,  and  damp  to-day.  It] 
that  the  cannonading  brings  rain.  ^ 

There  are  twenty-four  horses  in  Section  ] 
twenty-six  in  Section  I. ;  besides  these  then 
horses  and  the  horses  of  the  officers  and  thai 

One  of  our  cleanest  comrades  found  a 
body-belt  to-day,  and  his  disgust  and  i 
was  very  funny.  He  talked  wildly  of  goi 
drowning  himself ! — says  he  brought  them  t 
1b  this  a  case  where  it  were  best  not  t<| 
trouble? 

The  East  Kents  and  others  went  out  fronj 
4  a.m.,  in  the  dark.  I  was  on  guard  at  the 
watched  them  saddling.  I  don't  know  wha 
It  was  the  coldest  night  we  have  had — a  ver, 
frost,  I  used  my  numnah  for  a  pillow,  and  H 
a  white  hoar  ring  around  my  head  on  the 
my  beard  and  moustache  were  frozen  stiff. 

At  rcvcillfi  I  was  ordered  to  report  m 
Ficksburg  Post  Office  at  7.30  a.m.  for  tele] 
duty.  The  Post  Office  is  in  line  with  a  gr( 
buildings  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Th 
have  recently  been  entrenched  about  and 
sandbags,  so  as  to  enclose  a  fairly  large 
The  entrances  to  this  enclosure  are  built 
walls,  and  so  conRtructed  as  to  form  an 
The  Boers  say  that  they  entrenched  the  pla 
receiving  news  that  Jonathan,  the  Basul 
likely  to  invade  their  territory ;  one  of  the 
matic  subterfuges.  The  trenches  are  well 
The  sandbags  were  added  by  the  Manche) 
Wattle,  poplar,  and  fir-trees  are  planted  abc 
property. 

By  8  a.m.  I  had  reported  to  Private  Bn 
graph  operator  at  the  Post  Office.  I  pick 
in  the  front  yard,  and  got  a  chance  to  exam 


TO   FICKSBURG 


145 


firan  a  central  point  of  view.  The  town  had  several 
Ifanving  stores,  one  just  opposite  the  Post  Office  kept  by 
Mr*  Mitchell,  the  owner  of  the  Victoria  Mills.  It  was  a 
more  attractive  town  in  many  respects  than  most  colonial 
kiffder  towns.  It  boasted  more  trees,  a  plentifnl  supply 
cl  gDod  water  in  pipes,  a  good  bank  building,  cborches, 
■hoola,  a  circalating  library,  hotel,  and  billiard-room.  I 
look  dinner  at  the  hotel,  an  excellent  meal  for  2s.  6d.  Many 
fAeera  and  civilians  were  at  the  table.  I  drew  forage  and 
nlions  from  the  new  O.R.C.  Police,  and  bought  a  pair  of 
from  a  member  of  that  body.  I  noted  a  large 
of  Boers,  free  to  come  and  go,  about  the  public 
bsldings.  I  slept  for  the  first  time  in  the  O.B.C.  under 
ft  roof. 

I  rose  at  6  a.m.,  and  one  of  the  Sta£ford  Tommies  Jomn. 
hniprxl  me  to  cook  a  breakfast.  The  delayed  civilian  mail 
CBBie  in  from  Thlotse,  Basutolaud,  and  with  it  came  the 
■cwiy-appomted  Postmaster.  I  had  a  very  quiet  day,  so 
I  copied  the  proclamations  on  the  Court  House  doors. 
By  the  afternoon  it  seemed  as  if  I  had  been  a  great 
while  from  my  Company.  I  saw  Napier,  PhiUips,  Meikle, 
Fowler,  and  Anderson  in  town  to-day.  The  latter  told 
me  that  the  Boers  had  fired  a  cannon  shot  at  him  this 
■>?rniwg  as  he  was  taking  a  message  to  some  camp. 
Airty-fonrth  Company  have  changed  camping-grounds 
io  the  other  side  of  town. 


V.  R. 

PROCLAMATION. 


no  penons  are  lo  bu  allowed  to  ride,  except  offioers.  noa- 
officers  and  men  of  the   Imperial  Army  and   thoM 
wifch  it. 

B  Inncgnaaiiig  this  rule  are  to  liave  their  horses  coDfiacated. 
t  mndor  mj  hmnd  at  Blocmfontein  thia  80th  day  of  April.  1900. 

liOBKBTS, 

Field  Marshal. 
(In  bloek  letter.)  (AIho  iu  the  Dutch  language.) 

Curliug,  Printer,  Blooiuioatein. 
11 


It  U  notified  for  general  infomiAtion  that  no  atocli 

stuffs  are  to  be  seat  ont  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  1 

permisBioQ.  | 

(Signed)        F.  White,  Major, 

District  Goffl 

(Typ«rtl 


A  Fox  Terrier.    Owner  can  have  it  by  sending  das 
Teoxnanry  H&rmonia  (nc.).  (Typev 


NOTICE. 

All  persoofi  in  possession  of  Riding  Horses,  Light  Vi 
and  Hamees  are  to  register  these  without  delay. 


Fire  Arms  of  every  description,  Anmmnition,  and  S 
be  surrendered.  Any  conoealmont  of  Anns,  &c.,  y 
dealt  with. 


All  Orange  Free  State  or  Transvaal  Flags  are  to 

surrendered. 

Also  any  property,  clothing,  accoutrement  of  Britit 

(Signed)        J.  Whitb,  Major, 

District  Co 

FlCSSBDBO, 

June,  1900.  (Type 


PUBLIC  NOTICE. 


(1)  In  case  of  alarm  the  Curfew  Bell  will  ring  for  i 
civiliaas  arc  bo  at  once  return  to  and  keep  In  their 
dork  all  lights  in  civilian  houses  to  be  put  out. 

(2)  From  8  p.m.  to  6  a.m.  All  persons  are  to  be 
and  any  persoos  found  lu  the  titroets  will  be  arrested 

N.  0.  Haldanb,  Lieut., 

O.C.  Polio 
For  District  O 

FlCKSBDBO, 

June  19,  1900.  (Typi 
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NOTICE. 

AH  ffoodft.  aUUe,  kc.,  commandeered  on  behalf  of  (he  Or&oge  Free 
iMlft  Goteiiunent  &nd  not  in  possession  of  the  lAwfnl  own&r  mnat 
be  handed  over  to  the  Assistant  Provost-Marshal  at 
or  the  nearest  Military  Authority.  Those  falling  to 
wilh  this  order,  will  on  discovery  be  severely  dealt  with  by  a 
rCouri. 

By  order, 

B.  BuRNBTT-HiTCBoocR,  Capi, 

Assistant  Pro voat- Marshal. 

Uay  15,  1900. 
(Printed  Notice.    Also  in  the  Dutch  tongue.) 
B.  Curling,  Printer. 


NOTICE. 

tfilk     

...     6d.  per  quart 

B«i    

...    . 

..     1/-  per  doz. 

FowU(Fat) 

..     1/6  each 

I>Qeks(7at)       



..    a/- each 

Tockejm      



...    4/- to  8/- each 

Better 



. .     2/-  per  pound 

BrMd 



..    8d.  per  pound 

Hml    



..    3/-  per  26  pounds 

MMliee       



..     18/-  a  sack 

Aaj  ptnciDt  contravening  the  above   prices  will   be  liable  to  a 

By  Order  of  District  Commissioner, 

H.  V.  Haloakb,  Lt, 

0.0.  Police. 


^MM,  iQoa 


PBOCLAMATION. 


it^  talittlHtftntt  failing  to  give  notice  of  any  Boer  GommAndo 
^mmhUo^  or  boetile  movements  of  any  kind  taking  place  in  their 
a^l^bottrliood  will  be  treated  with  utmost  eeverity  and  will  be  liable 
tokttw  tfaear  farms  burnt  and  stock  conftscatod.  Should  any  part  of 
^m  BftOw^y  Line  in  the  Orange  Blver  Colony  be  damaged  maliciously 
■k  d— rirt  fanxis  will  be  similarly  treated. 
By  order, 

(Signed)        F.  Whitb,  Major, 

Dictriot  ConmUBsioner. 


Jmnm  16,  IdOO. 


(Typewritten.) 
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notice; 

No  persona  are  to  leave  the  Town  of  Ficksburg  withe 
In  the  event  of  any  firing  taking  place  the  Inhabitanti 
in  their  houfies. 

H.  V.  H^DANB,  Lt., 

O.C.  Police, 
For  DUtriot  Com 
FiCKSBtmo, 

June  14,  1900.  (Typewi 


NOTICE. 

AU  ri£eB,  guns,  revolvers,  and  woaponB  of  whatsoevc 

ammunition  in  the  township  of  Fioksburg  ore  to  be  he 

Court  House,  Ficksburg.  before  4  p.m.  28th  May,  1900. 

Ail  horse&i  saddles,  and  bridles  to  be  sent  in  by  4  ( 

1900. 

Any  one  found  in  possession  of  Arms  after  above-u 
will  be  severely  dealt  with. 

By  Order, 

General  Brabant. 

Wm.  Goddard 

FlCKSBDRa, 

May  28, 1900.  (Handvv 


NOTICIi. 

Until  further  Notice  no  services  will  take  place  i 
Churches  in  Ficksburg  after  dark. 

Service  will  take  place  in  the  English  Church  for  th( 
troops  at  7  p.m.  on  Sundays. 

By  Order  of  the 

District  Com 

FlOKSBURO, 

/<m«,  1900.  (Typew 


NOTICE. 

No  schools  to  be  carried  on  without  special  permiss 
By  Order  of  the 

District  Coi 
Fioksburg, 

June  18,  1900. 
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NOTICE. 

Abj  pwriii  eslfcing  down  trees  in  the  town  of  Ficksburg  withoafe 
pmmiaaiaD  wiO  be  uverely  dealt  with. 

Bj  Order  of  the 

DiSTBlCT   COVUISSIOKBB. 

/yntf  20.  1900.  (Typewritten.) 

Bryant  gave  me  three  telegrams  to  deliver — one  to  ^^* 
ll%ar  Ashton  of  the  Intelligence  Department ;  one  to  the 
Town  Commandant,  Major  Stewart  of  the  StafTords  ;  and 
tBB  to  Lieutenant  Brownlee  of  the  Kaffrarian  Rifles.  I 
JkiiTrrrd  the  first  two,  and  then  found  that  Lieutenant 
Beownlce  was  at  the  camp  at  Willow  Grange,  about 
Bx  miles  on  the  road  to  Hammonia.  The  camp  was  high 
ip  on  the  kopje  range  on  the  right  of  the  road  beyond  the 
Willow  Grange  Pass.  The  Lieutenant  and  his  men  were 
oigaged  with  the  enemy  over  the  hills — the  man  in  charge 
flf  the  camp  did  not  know  exactly  where.  Kiile  fire 
Kxild  be  heard  and  an  occasional  Boer  cannon-shot  from 
Zoot  Kop. 

I  left  the  telegram  at  his  tent  and  returned  safely  at 
LSD  p.m.  On  the  way  home  there  were  sounds  of  con- 
uiemble  firing  from  the  left,  east.  Boer  positions  were 
moi  tmi  off.  An  orderly  told  me  that  the  day  before  the 
Beers  had  nearly  pinked  him  with  a  shell  from  Zout  Kop 
QD  this  road. 

I  called  at  34tfa  Camp  and  drew  my  rations  of  meat  and 
eoffoe.  In  town  I  heard  that  a  convoy  had  just  come  in 
bona  Basutoland.  with  fresh  supplies  of  jams,  treacle, 
hncmitfl,  and  cigarettes,  all  for  sale  at  more  reasonable 
ptkuM  than  usual.  I  trotted  back  to  8'lth  Camp  with  the 
i&fbrmatioD.  and  the  boys  asked  me  to  buy  two  or  three 
pOQDds'  worth  of  groceries  for  them.  It  was  a  great  treat 
to  them.     I  returned  to  the  Post  Office  at  6.30. 

Bryant  said  that  I  was  not  supposed  to  deliver  private  jdham. 
lahl^rftmn  to  camps  outside  of  town,  that  I  ought  to  have         '* 
nComed  with  tho  message  when  I  found  that  Lieutenant 
Brownlee  was  not  in  town. 


CHAPTER  XI 
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juneM,  TN  the  afternoon  I  heard  a  rumour  that  our 

Baad«y.  ±_  ^^^^  marching  out  at    night.      I   rode  i 

Boulder  Camp    and    found   that   the    infonn 
accurate,  that  orders  were  out  for  a  march  at 
I  returned  at  once  to  the  Post  Office  to  pack 
I  had  no  mind  to  pajt  with  my  Company.     I  ^ 
letters  home.     I  did  not  know  when  I  migb 
near  a  Post  Office.   I  was  occupied  in  letter  wi 
Kelsey  galloped  down  to  tell  me  that  the  hoi 
changed,  that  we  were  to  start  at  nine  o'cloi 
almost  that  hour  then,  and  we  rode  out  into  t\ 
as  fast  £k8  we  could,  and  found  at  the  camping 
the  column  had  already  started  a  good  ten  mi 
must  have  been  done  in  a  hurry,  for  belate- 
drivers  and   officers'  servants   were    screamu 
other  out  of   the  dark.      We  pushed  on,  o' 
column  in  a  few  minutes,  and  soon  found  ou: 
Before  approaching  Willow  Grange  Pass  oi 
was   rearranged  into  dismounted  guards  for 
and  mounted  leaders  of  horses.    I  was  one  o 
the  foot-guards  under  Corporal  Green ;   Kel 
horse.    The  march  was  continued  in  silence  s 
darkness.    The  stars  were  brilliant  and  twir 
was  no  moon.     We  were  in  the  shadows   < 
cliffs,  and  of  the  kopjes  of  defiles  and  passes 
outhnes  of  the  lofty  escarpments  and  canon 
left,  as  we  neared  Hammonia,  cast  a  wei 
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oTer  our  progress.  After  midnight  it  became 
:Iy  cold  with  hoar  frost ;  the  breath  froze  at  our 
toy  lips,  my  beard  and  moastache  were  stiff  with  ice. 
The  riders  with  led  horses  requested  to  be  allowed  to 
vilk.  for  so  keen  was  the  cold  that  it  was  positively 
pinfal  to  be  still,  or  to  be  iu  the  saddle.  Slowly  we 
■niflnil  along  for  weary  hours,  at  Erst  in  silence,  and 
\  when  the  chief  danger  of  molestation  was  passed, 
and  laughing.  We  had  been  ordered  to  main- 
mlence  along  by  Willow  Grange,  but  that  restraint 
have  been  of  httle  help  to  us,  for.  not  to  mention 
£act  that  a  sergeant  let  off  his  riBe  by  accident  in  a 
iifife,  awaking  thereby  the  echoes  with  its  sharp  crack 
mA  whistling  ballet,  there  were  ten  or  a  dozen  ox- 
nggooB  in  our  convoy,  and  difficult  drifts  to  cross.  At 
1^  point  the  harsh,  imprecating  screams  of  the  Kaffir 
isicXB,  their  shrill  whistling,  the  deadly  swish  and  pistol- 
Ab  crack  of  their  long  whips,  the  nmible  of  waggons, 
md  the  creak  of  brakes  would  have  discovered  a  moving 
■BVOJ  to  any  living  soul  from  Ficksburg  to  Hammonia. 
most  memorable  midsummer  night's  dream  t 
We  reached  the  south  side  of  Hammonia  at  about  four  Jonesiaod 
;k  in  the  morning,  when  a  halt  was  called.  The 
guard  was  composed  of  Section  I.,  and  the 
Company  waggon  was  with  them,  and  they,  not  hearing 
fte  order,  passed  on  about  two  miles  to  the  Klip  Drift 
mA0  of  Hammonia  camping-gronnds.  Section  U.  was 
liA  in  the  rear  to  wait  and  to  swear.  The  officers  pro- 
^t^^iA^  and  for  an  hour  or  two  we  were  left  with  nothing 
to  do  and  nothing  to  eat,  in  the  coldest  part  of  the  night, 
and  man  chilled  to  the  marrow.  If  anything  could 
wanned  the  men  it  would  have  been  the  suppressed 
they  were  in.  There  was  some  bitter  and  very  ugly 
[,  and  the  rankest  mutiny  was  bandied  about.  It 
«BB  certainly  bard  to  bear  such  careless  neglect  with 
a  patient  spirit.  We  watched  with  straining  eyes, 
the  rist)  on  which  we  had  halted,  for  the  first 
of  dawn.      I  shall  always  remember  the  joyous 
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LeinRters,  with  some  of  his  men»  took  two  wa 
on  the  Hibemia  Bead.    The  rest  of  our  men  urn 
tamed  round  to  the  left  a  httle  west  of  south  ' 
Maltitz's  farm,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
thence  about  west  to  a  Ka£[ir  kraal,  where 
bought  some  bead-work  ornaments.     I  notice 
young  mother,  highly  prized,  as  a  charm,  a  loD 
of  plaited  grass  and  beads,  which  she  had  woui 
coils  around  her   baby's  neck.      Thence,   Nj 
rington,  and  Heame  rode  Bouth-east  to  a  fare 
**  oat-bay,"    or  other  forage,   could   be  obtai 
Tomlinson  and  I  rode  on  westward  to  a  big  f 
the  slope  of  the  high  kopje  ridge  that  boundi 


.^^5;'3Kr7(«K^jSF 


Nek — Senekal  plain  on  the  west  and  south-w€ 
afterwards  Napier,  Barrington  and  Hcarne 
At  this  farm  there  were  an  old  Boer  and 
daughter,  three  or  four  grown-up  sons,  and  8 
At  first  they  refused  to  supply  anything,  bi 
oat-hay  and  firewood  in  abundance.  We  hot 
for  high  prices)  bread,  lard,  and  oranges.  ( 
there  were  several  trees  laden  with  ripcni] 
thought  this  very  remarkable  rememberin; 
&osts,  but  saw  that  the  northern  exposure  o: 
and  its  shelter  of  high  kopjes  west  and 
account  for  the  crop.  The  frosts  do  not  se 
trate,  to  any  destructive  degree,  the  coom 
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with  a  northern  aspect.  If  any  damage  of  the 
kind  were  to  be  (eared  it  would  be  from  the  dry  piercing 
winds  from  the  Malati  Mountains,  which  now  have  great 
jatrhrn  and  fields  of  snow  on  them.  Napier  placed  me 
oa  goftrd  on  the  north  skyline,  and  T  reported  in  turn 
Qm  approach  of  McCauslin  and  his  waggons  and  of  a 
mall  patrol,  Phillips  and  Anderson,  under  Corporal  R. 
Korgan.  I  also  reported  a  negro  who  was  on  the  spy,  on 
te  kopje  behind  the  farm.  Napier  with  three  of  us 
vent  np  and  brought  him  down.  The  kopje  top  was 
iiAmded  by  sangars  (evidently  built  for  defence,  not 
hiaalB),  and  the  place  was  naturally  strong  in  rocky  cover. 
The  attitnde  of  the  household,  if  non-committal,  was  not 
B  the  leaat  friendly.  It  is  foI]y  to  allow  such  depositories 
of  stoves  in  a  country  swarming  with  the  enemy.  The 
aaggons  took  forage,  and  some  gnm-tree  trunks  for 
irewood.  We  now  scouted  in  advance  of  the  waggons 
lo  Hibemia  and  bought  a  few  things  at  Ingram's  country 
Avee  there,  and  we  got  a  few  loaves  of  bread  from  a 
Bootcfa  woman,  Mrs.  Carmichael.  A  batch  was  just  oat 
of  the  oven ;  we  paid  her  one  shilling  per  loaf,  which  was 
<^aap  as  bread  goes  now.  In  Klip  Nek  Camp  we  divided 
ifl  grab  obtained,  evenly,  which  is  Napier*s  way,  and 
ny  share  came  to  Is.  6d. 

At  the  request  of  the  officer  commanding  the  Lein- 
MCTB,  a  combined  patrol  was  made  to-day  towards  the 
wahh  and  east.  We  went  out  twenty-four  strong,  under 
Ivwnham,  to  the  hill  east  of  camp,  between  Middlesex 
Kopje  and  the  high  berg  north-east  of  camp,  and  beyond 
Artillery  Hill.  A  similar  party  of  Brabant's  Horse,  from 
Middlesex  Kopje,  were  patrolling  south-east  of  us.  I 
W10  one  of  the  left  flank  scouts,  our  general  direction 
«aa  north-east  on  the  tableland.  The  Leinsters  and  a 
fan  took  up  a  central  position  between  the  scouting 
and  halted  whilst  the  scouts  advanced. 

We  soon  got  into  touch  with  the  enemy.     We  saw  a 

number  of  Boers   north-east  of  us,  to  our  direct 

They  kept  up  an  irregular  &re  to  the  right  and 


JuBoST. 
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left.     On  our  right  they  were  firing  at  the  Brab 
our  left  they  fired  at  three  of  our  Section  who 
Bent  around  at  the  foot  of  this  tableland  berg  t 
or  west  (Kirby,  Pyecroft  and  another).     Mr. 
hastily  wrote   a  message   and   ordered   me    i 
to  the   officer    commanding    the    Leinsters. 
pluckiJy  pushed  out  to  the  extreme  left  front»  c 
diately  I  heard  several  shots  fired  in  that  dij 
delivered  the  despatch,  and  the  officer  commai 
me  to  the  front  again  to  tell  Newnhara  to  retii 
Our  scouts  had  gone  forward  so  eagerly  that  it 
time  before  we  were  all  collected  and  ready 
After  rejoining  the  Leinsters  wo  rode  down 
descent,  from    the    tableland    to  camp,   at   1 
When  we  got  there  we  found  Kirby  and  the 
men  had  returned,  reporting  that  they  had  he* 
from  a  farm  to  which  we  had  frequently  patrol 
I   was   one   of   two,   under   Corporal   Gra 
for  early  patrol,  5.30  a.m.     Eric  C.  Scott  was 
man.     We  rode  southward  to  Von  Maltitz's 
there  partook  of  coffee  made  from  ground,  roai 
peaches,   and  some   excellent    cured    beef,   a 
and-butter.     Von  Maltttz  was  an  interesting 
about    sixty-five   years    of  age,    erect,   medii 
and   exceedingly   talkative.      What  is  more, 
well    and    sensibly.      He  spoke   English    flui 
spoke  of  current  events  quite  as  an  outsider 
as  if  be  were  watching   with    interest  a    di 
the  acting  of  which  he  had  nothing  to  do.     B 
an  even  chatter,  without  malice  or  seeming  1 
actions  of  either  English  or  Boers.     He  coi 
sympathies  were   with   the  Boers,  but  he  hi 
friends.     Even  now  English  ladies  were  sta^ 
family.    His  sons  were  in  the  Boer  army.    I 
to  discuss  any  topic  I  cared  to  moot.     Both 
family  were  interesting.     His  wife,  a  little  olc 
bright  brown  eyes,  was  very  sallow.     He  said, 
invahd,  she  is  the  mother  of  my  eleven  chile 
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fcRir  Bons  in  the  war;  one  had  jast  been  killed,  shot 
tkon^h  the  head,  his  youngest.  He  spoke  this  in  the 
>  even  voice,  without  other  emotion  than  a  still 
er  tapidity  of  atterance.  I  asked  him  how  he  knew 
He  flaid»  "  The  Kaffir  boy  came  home  and  said,  *  My 
is  dead,  I  can  do  no  more  1 '  "  BLis  son,  he  added, 
iuze  to  have  distinguished  himself  had  he  lived,  he 
brave  and    wise  for  his    years.      He  had  captured 

by  himself.     He    was   "only  a   boy,  you 

'*  I  have  asked  for  his  horse  and  his  bridle  and 
jasi  for  a  memorial  of  my  boy,  you  know."  Ho 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  that.  His  son 
killed  on  the  Zand  River,  not  very  far  from  Winburg. 
hunaelf  had  fought  in  Natal,  at  Colenso,  and  at  Spion 
He  spoke  quite  impatiently  of  the  English  systtims 
liing.  The  English  were  brave,  but  did  not  know 
fight  the  Boers.  They  had  made  the  most  terrible 
at  Spion  Kop.  Warren  made  a  great  mistake  in 
Mlnafcing,  and  he  bragged  that  he  had  returned  without 
te  loes  of  a  man !  How  many  had  he  lost  on  8pion 
lop!  Spion  Kop  could  have  been  held  by  the  English, 
■d  bad  they  held  it  they  could  have  annihilated  the 
Bpoca,  could  have  cannonaded  their  laagers  in  every 
fafictioo.  I  suggested  that  it  had  been  said  that  there 
wm  no  water  there.  He  said  it  was  not  true,  there  was 
vafeer  there,  he  knew  it.  I  said  the  soldiers  were  worn 
mi  ^tb  marching  and  fighting  that  day.  I  asked  him 
the  local  forces  of  Boers  were  going  to  do ;  I  said 
It  know.  No,  he  had  seen  only  a  few  Boer  scouts ; 
fht  they  would  all  give  trouble  before  they  sur- 
There  was  one  thing  certain,  he  said,  they 
Id  give  up  at  once  if  they  knew  that  Kruger  had  done 
This  man  had  a  pass  to  remain  on  his  farm ;  any 
could  obtain  one  if  he  came  in  and  said  he  would 
GO  his  farm ! 
Von  Maltitz's  farm  v,i\\  be  best  remembered  as  one  at 
ih  patrols  could  buy  the  following  provisions. 
turkey,  69.,  cooked  goose,  is.,  cooked  fowl,  2s., 
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bcMd,  Ik.  per  loaf,  besides  dried  fruit, 
bMf. 

Thifl  dAy  was  not  to  be  devoid  of  hard  work  s 
On  the  return  of  our  small  patrol  to  camp  m 
found  that  Mr.  Holier  and  a  party  of  t^ 
Company  had  ^one  oat  to  scoat  for  a  reconnl 
of  eij^hty  of  the  Leinsters,  with  a  Maxir 
Maxim).  The  party  went  out  on  the  Senekr 
foUowdd  the  telegraph  line  for  five  or  six  mi 
turned  north-eastward  towards  the  bordi 
ranges,  where  it  was  supposed  that  the  enenj 
up  a  position.  Here,  a  small  but  interesting;' 
took  place.  I  cannot  give  full  particulars  of 
not  present,  although  I  must  have  witnessed  4 
attack  from  a  distance,  but  the  main  facts  ^ 
property,  to-day  (20th).  They  found  the  en 
siderablu  numbers,  the  Leinsters  could  not 
ground  :  they  hastily  retired  to  a  donga  n 
had  to  abandon  their  Maxim,  for  a  while 
Palmer,  determined  that  it  should  not  b( 
Davorn  and  T.  A.  Scott,  of  ours,  was  chiefly 
in  rallying  some  of  the  Lemsters,  and  in  get 
avray.  During  this  operation  KoUex,  with  tl 
of  the  ddth,  took  up  a  covering  position  in  a 
Boers  retired,  but  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  ail  thi 
foroe  being  so  very  small.  Roller  sent  in  thre 
to  Klip  Nek  Camp  (Meikle.  Jacoby,  and  And 
for  supi^ort.  They  came  into  camp  vnth  i 
reconnoitring  force  was  hard  pressed. 

In  the  meanwhile  Sergeant  Burrows  had 
to  take  out  a  patrol  of  eleven  men.  I  was  k 
of  them.  We  started  at  3.10  p.m.,  and  had  | 
oo  the  plain,  north  north-east »  before  RoUec' 
oame  into  oamp.  We  scouted  to  a  rise  abo 
north*we6t  of  the  kopje  from  which  the  Boi 
on  JuiM  6th.  To  the  east  or  slightly  nort 
•aw  a  l»«ny  lais«  number  of  Boere— a  bvo 
and  galloping  about  in  an  excit^sm 
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VBOcmid  not  &ccoant.    They  were  quite  two  thousand 
fvAs  fnHn  as  and  shooting  rapidly  to  our  left,  or  left 
famtt.     Just  at  this  moment  the  fifteen-pounder  on  the 
high  Bonunit  north-east  of  camp  began  to  shell  in  the 
ivBeftioQ  of  oar  June  6th  kopje,  Emd  we  soon  saw  many 
rf  the   enemy  e-scaping  from   this  quarter.     The   shells 
mde  a  long,  screaming  sound,  close  over  our  right  flank. 
Bbztowb,  with  good  judgment,  pushed  us  forward  to  the 
Bot  ridge,  and  then  sent  Fortescuc  into  camp  with  infor- 
■ibou,  and  a  request   for   further   orders.     With  only 
XDen  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  more  effective 
ion.    Word  presently    came    to    us,   from    a 
officer,  who  had  galloped  out  from  camp  to  keep 
m  cfe  on  things  generally,  for  us  to  retire  to  camp  at 
■oe.     The  ofticer  then  told  us  that  luessengers  had  come 
Id  camp  to  say  that  our  morning  reconnoitring  force  had 
bea  cat  off  and  was  6ghting  the  enemy  under  consider- 
iie  praeBore.     A  few  minutes  after,  as  we  were  proceed- 
s' lo  camp,  we  met  ail  the  available  mounted  men  that 
kad  been  left  in  camp  in  extended  order,   under  Brune 
mi  Newnham,  galloping  out  in  the  direction  of  where 
UImt  and  the  Leinsters  were  supposed  to  be.     It  was 
tarn  after  sunset  and  it  rapidly  became  very  dark  and 
«By  cold.    We  galloped  and  trotted  on  about  six  or  seven 
mim  and  halted  in  silence  on  the  veldt.     We  saw  and 
tend  nothing.    Orders  were  whispered,  Fyecroft  and  I 
«cre  Bent  to  the  front  as  an  outpost,  and  we  remained  out 
the  left  advance  for  upwards  of  an  hour.     Pyecroft's 
waa  very  troublesome,  we  could  not  prevent  her 
champing  her  bit,  and  that  seemed  a  great  noise  in 
■tillness,  as  we  strained  our  ears  towards  our  front  to 
alch  any  sound  that  might  bring  us  information.     Still, 
developed,  and,  by  and  by,  the  Sergeant-Major 
«wry  available  man  had  been  scraped  up  in  camp  for 
force)  was  sent  out  to  give  as  the  order  to  return 
We    mounted,    and,    after   a  hard    gallop, 
wv.<^  ;he  rest,  when  Newnham  met  us  and  put  Pye- 
and  me  on  as  right  Hank  scouts.    It  was  with  the 
12 
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greatest  difficulty  that  we  kept  in  touch  with  tl 
the  darkness  was  so  intense.    On  our  return  j 
Leinstera  were  discovered  by  whistling  signals, 
soon  informed  that  they  were  safe  and   that 
camped,  but  that  Holler  and  his  men  had  jus 
Klip  Nek.    We  had  missed  our  men  in  the 
then  trotted  homeward ;  as  scout  I  felt  very 
the  artillery  picket  on  the  high  kopje  above  thi 
knowing  that  men   were  out  on  the  plain 
around  in  the  dark,  kept  a  signal  lamp  steac 
to  guide  us.     "We  were  all  fortunate  in  the  ga) 
spite  of  unseen  holes,  innumerable  anthills, 
little  dongas,  and  loose  strands  of  barbed  wi 
horse  had  come  to  grief.   He  had  fallen  hcadlc 
rider  into  an  antbear*8  hole,  and  Newnham 
back  with  a  comrade  whose  horse  was  also  w( 
work.     We  got  into  camp  shortly  after  nine  c 
little  more,  thank  God,  biLs  borne  up  well, 
weak,  very  weak,  from  overwork,  and  little  a 
but  she  is  as  well  as  any  other,  and  is  one  of 
four  Knightsbridge  horses  remaining  in  the  C 
I  was  told  off  for  one  of  six  men  for  a 
fatig^ie,  under  Quartermaster-Sergeant  Grum 
some  branches  of  trees  at  a  farm — around 
going  out  north-east  from  Klip  Nek.     We 
mounted  guard  on  the  ridges  around  the  fan 
waggon   imdcr    Grumley   got    the   wood, 
watching  I  saw  a  Kaffir  herder  go  out  fro 
sheep*  he  was  tending,  up  to  the  next  farm, 
further  on — the  place  from  which  Kirby  saif 
sniped    (on   June    27th).     We   did   not    fir 
pretty  certain  that  he  was  a  messenger  and 
such  a  similar  case  one  of  Grumley's  mule 
the  leg,  on  a  wood  fatigue  of  a  few  days 


*  At  this  time  we  were  not  indlaoriminately  rounding  i 
herds  of  the  oountry.  The  flocks  and  cattle  of  BoerB  with 
ullowed  to  remain  on  the  land  or  were  taken  only  as  j 
when  receipts  were  tjiveo  for  thorn  by  officers  cooinmndinf 
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M  erapfe  op  and  sniped.  We  returned  to  camp  with  a 
v^ggon  load  of  green  wood.  I  then  found  myself  told  o£f 
lorgcazing,  and,  subsequently,  for  night  stable  guard. 

Wo  frequently  ask  ourselves  what  our  division  is  doing, 
nd  what  in  the  general  scheme  of  things  our  Ehp  Nek 
C«&p  is.  We  are  told  nothing,  unless  now  and  then  a  lie 
*  two,  to  mystify  us.  We  rarely  see  our  Generals,  we 
kDOV  nothing  of  the  distribution  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
Mncm  but  what  we  have  gleaned  by  journeying  to 
Ikkaboxg  and  Hammonia.  We  see  that  the  bugles  and 
lads  are  ordered  to  practice  frequently,  and  it  is  said 
ftal  VB  are  thereby  trying  to  make  believe  that  we  are  a 
teeger  force  than  we  really  are.  I  think  the  enemy 
Hrt  be  pretty  accurately  informed  as  to  our  numbers, 
Ic,  seeing  that  Boers  are  sometimes  allowed  to  come 
iHa  the  precincts  of  camp  to  sell  bread  to  the  officers,  and 
e  complaints.  We  do  not  know  where  General 
e  is.  We  only  have  a  vague  idea,  taking  one  thing 
ifid  another — marches  and  countermarches  of  troops, 
and  posts,  that  we  may  be  endeavouring  to  main- 
an  unbreakable  line  from  Ficksburg  to  Senekal,  and 
Crying  to  keep  the  enemy  cast  of  this  hne.  As  to 
ht  individual  soldier  he  is  as  if  he  were  but  a  small  and 
cant  piece  of  a  huge  machine.  The  Boer  system, 
lack  of  system,  admits  of  more  individualism,  and 
elasticity — an  advantage  we  cannot  hope  to  gain 
this  war.  Every  Boer,  one  suspects,  knows  at  least 
main  object  of  his  General,  and  so  every  loyal  man  of 
n  can  be  consciously  pressing  to  that  end.  A  motive 
Mver  offered  as,  we  are  unconscious  of  all  except 
,  and  the  necessity  of  obedience.  We  can  all  see, 
Wj  plainly,  that  more  mounted  troops  and  mobility  are 
ama  gcsatly  to  be  desired. 

I  hare  been  writing  this  in  the  sun  (so  it  may  be  a  little 
«id>  and  a  rather  chili  wind,  in  Klip  Nek  Camp.  I  am 
liag  with  my  back  against  a  sun- wanned  anthill.  I  am 
fMBflg  my  own  and  Kelsey's  horses.  We  are  camped  on 
te  aOQib-west  side  of  the  basin.     The  place  now  has  a 
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deserted  appearance :  there  seems  to  be  bat  a 
force  here — the  Leinster  Regiment  scattered 
laagers  or  pickets  on  the  various  elevated  positi 
the  camp ;  a  gun  or  two  of  artillery ;  our  two 
the  34th  Company,  and  a  Company  of  Brabe 
on  Middlesex  Kopje.  The  camping  grounds 
are  getting  very  dirty.  The  grass  is  trample 
patches  of  feathers  are  everywhere,  old  and 
latrines,  burnt  patches,  tins  and  refuse  are 
against  us  as  a  force. 

Poor  young  Grout*s  grave  is  quite  near  our 
hundred  yards  away  from  where  his  brother  i 
pied  on  a  job  with  the  waggons;  I  am  told  t 
Campbell  did  not  wish  the  surviving  brother  > 
firing  line  for  the  present.  I 

JuDosa  Last  night  I  was  night  stable  guards  witl 

on  my  relief.     It  was  windy  and  chilly,  but  t 
frost,  and  this  morning  it  makes  for  rain.     It 
day  to-day.     1  was  able  to  do  some  washinj 
tin,  and  in  the  afternoon,  as  it  promised  for  i 
us  looked  about  for  some  sort  of  shelter  f 
At  first  I  thought  a  big  anthill  scooped  out, 
would  help  me,  but  a  stab  with  my  bayonet  i 
convinced  me  that  it  was  an  impracticable  ide 
I  had  chipped  out  allowed  me  to  re-examr 
their  habits.     They  are  deliberate   and   da 
movement  when  thus  disturbed — not  frantic 
English   ants   are.     Their  bodies  are   soft 
almost  flabby — of  a  light  red   colour,   sen 
globular  head  with  proboscis  and  two  antei 
— no  visible  eyes,  legs  very  fine  and  spidef 
apparently  three  legs  on  each  side.    I  do  n 
they  render  their  building  material  bo  ha 
weather-proof  and  cement-like.     I  should  ( 
are  at  least  three  different  kinds  of  ants  in 
that  they  are  in  different  stages  of  develo 
one  described   is  the  kind  most  numerou 
grey  and  of  larger  proportions,  and  anotl 
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lagim.  and  stronger,  with,  apparently,  a  mandible  instead 
d  pKobcncia.  I  have  not  time  to  luake  accurate  notes  of 
mk  fibiiigB,  bat  I  do  like  to  look  into  tbeiu.  Besides  the 
—**'*"*  cat  a  considerable  figure,  in  several  ways,  in  oar 
ft;  They  are  often  cover  in  the  field,  they  must  be 
■aided  in  riding  in  the  ranks,  they  are  the  prime  cause 
4  the  most  dangerous  veldt  holes  (of  the  aardvark), 
Aqr  wsee  our  stoves  and  ovens,  oar  seats  and  lounges. 

Ill  the  evening  I  found  two  iron  waggon-wheel  tyres 
al  I  brought  them  into  the  lines,  and  I  am  now  designing 
■  arched  dog  kennel,  in  which  half-buried  tyres  will 
the  chief  roof  support.  I  think  it  will  be  a  success- 
ides. 

Stables  5.30  a.m.  About  noon  a  patrol  of  twenty  J^^^ 
■CD  was  ordered  out,  Mr.  Newnham  in  charge.  I 
«W  one  of  the  right  flank  scouts  with  Jacoby.  We 
ikvted  oat  in  extended  order  on  the  Hammonia  Boad. 
JUoot  fear  miles  out  we  met  a  convoy,  coming  from 
Hmmonia,  in  charge  of  a  party  of  the  Gloucester 
hipeiial  Yeomanry  and  a  few  of  the  Leinster  Infantry. 
Utor  Mr.  Newnham  and  the  Gloucester  officer  had  had  a 
<klt»  and  the  convoy  had  all  come  up,  we  extended  in 
^  again  as  rear  guard  to  Klip  Nek  Camp.  The 
ter  officer  said  that  the  Haiumonia  Road  was 
commonly  called  "Gloucester  Road,"  as  his  men 
U  little  else  to  do  but  patrol  up  and  down  it.  On 
Wf  way  back  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  buy  a 
tig  loaf  of  bread,  which  I  divided  with  Eelsey. 

A  party  of  twenty- four  under  Roller  went  out  to  scout  Jaiyi 
fata  Company  of  Leinsters  towards  Wonder  Kop.  I  did 
ttl  go.  Several  of  the  horses  had  needed  doctoring,  and 
Umy  little  mare  had  a  sitfast,  the  vet,  a  non-com.  from 
fte  artillery  lines,  cut  it,  and  now  it  is  an  open  sore.  I 
get  a  fresh  horse  for  a  day  or  two  if  I  can.  The 
reltxraed  at  3  p.m.  They  saw  nothing  of  the 
In  the  afternoon  I  was  one  of  three  (with 
and  Day),  under  Quartermaster  -  Sergeant 
;  told  o£r  for  forage  ^ad  cations  fatigue.    We 
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drew  from  the  Leinster  stores,  and  put  into  <r 
the  following  : —  ■ 

8  Baoka  of  oats.  ' 

4      „      »,  bran. 
10      „      t,  mealies  ground  coeltsc  or  crushed, 

3  lb«.  of  trea. 

Slba.  of  coffee 
17  lb&.  of  fiugar. 

The  sugar  was  the  first  we  had  had  for  a  coup 
For  the  last  ten  days  the  men  have  dra^ 
biscuits  a  day.  There  is  no  fuel  to  be  go- 
de  vache,  and  that  is  damp  now  with  frost 
dew,  80  that  our  half  and  quarter  rations  of 
little  or  no  use  to  us.  With  grease,  of  some  sc 
we  might  make  at  least  a  leather}'  chupatti. 
played  again.     It  rained. 

I  have  to  make  use  of  every  opportunity 
keep  up  my  diary  and  notes.     This  momini 
my  waterproof  bag  out  to  the  grazing  groun 
writing  this,  stretched  at  full  length,  keepinj 
three  horses  at  the  same  time.     The  poor  beg 
grazing,  but  lying  down,  and  glad  enough  t 
the  discomfort  of  the  muddy  lines  and  the  d 
still  looks  threatening,  the  weather  is  far  fn 
We  have  several   men  on  the  sick  list,  ino 
or  four  corporals.     Night  stable  guards  now 
other  night.      We  have  to  supply   six  gui 
Leinster   trenches,  besides  the    six    stable 
the  four  guards  on  Ingram's  store  at  Hiben 
affects  to  fear  a  Boer  attack  on  his  store, 
on  the  fence,  it  seems  to  us.    It  is  hardly 
four  men  could  do  any  good  nearly  five  milei 
in  case  of  an  attack.      This  guard  is  covi 
it  affords  a  chance  to  get  out  of  the  reach  ol 
and  worrying  that  continually  goes  on  in  < 
because  food  and  a  wash  can  be  had  there. 
the  men    say  who   have    been   fortunate 
warned  for  it.     One  of  the  chief  grievances 
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no  opportunities  are  affordecl  tbein  of  doing  those 
for  themselves  which  the  Government  cannot 
h^  or  loAVoe  undone — little  things  which  would  moke  our 
isi  ao  much  lighter.  The  difficulty  there  is  of  washing 
mthee  their  clothes  or  themselves  is  an  instance.  Had 
•r  men  lacked  private  funds  they  would  have  had  a 
taible  time  here,  so  scarce  is  food  that  one  can  stomach. 
ftoold  an  hour  of  leisure  fall  to  the  men  a  disagreeable 
Hyof  doing  some  disagreeable  duty  is  promptly  invented. 
Ivtarday,  six  men  under  Corporal  Gray  had  to  go  to  the 
■fei  of  an  old  Regular  camp,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away 
fcom  otUTB,  to  pick  up  the  offal  of  their  butchers  and 
hokdreds  of  aheeps'  trotters.  At  this  moment  we  are 
■Mr  die  soath-west  hill,  far  outside  the  pickets.  There 
■  DD  grass  here  that  the  horses  will  eat — they  are  all 
^tng  down,  which  they  could  and  would  do  a  mile  nearer 
amp,  and  why  the  men  are  sent  so  far  out  on  such  a  wet 

stormy  day alone  knows !     There  is  a  good  deal 

faiUar  corsing.  Fault  must  lie  somewhere  for  such 
ill  feeling.  The  men  evince  the  greatest  eager- 
to  do  their  duty  and  to  be  useful — but  it  is  the 
aaadlesB,  unnecessary  nagging  and  worry  which  causes 
Ae  bitterness. 

C^tain  Bmne  did  a  graceful  thing  to-day.  Corporal 
Ovfiy,  who  is  ill,  was  asked  by  him  to  sleep  in  his  tent 
far  the  night. 

To-day  one  of  the  Leinsters  showed  mo  bis  rifle,  which 
wm  allot  through  the  stock  with  a  Mauser  bullet.  He 
U  been  sniped  at  on  the  north-east  picket.  The  bullet 
wm  extracted  from  the  leg  of  Gnmiley's  mule  yesterday. 
ii  Hb^""^^"'^.  one  nighti  as  one  of  the  Leinsters  was 
IriiBnc  his  pannikin  out  for  his  rum  ration,  a  sniper's 
hritcl  passed  through  the  sides  of  the  cup.  An  ofhcer 
pmaptly  gave  him  *2&.  6d.  for  it,  for  a  curiosity.  Itum  is  a 
kntry  that  the  d4th  Company  does  not  get!  We  had 
mglmi  ration  at  Senekal.  A  Weekly  Times  article,  on 
As  nbject  of  the  rations  of  the  army  on  active  service, 
med  much  satirical  amusement  in  our  lines.     I  am 
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dixie  to  the  bankside  to  his  comrade  fly  headloi 
water,  and  all,  as  if  his  feet  had  been  shot  fro 
him ;  when  the  line  of  waiting  men,  almost 
exception,  had  the  good  nature,  or  such  an 
acquaintance  with  the  extent  of  the  misfortu] 
keep  from  laughing. 

The  ration  tea  tastes  very  strongly  of  smoky  exi 
as  the  green  gum-tree  branches  are  the  only  fuel 
house  is  able  to  procure.  We  have  been  unabl 
bread  for  several  days.  Although  some  of  our  1 
came  up  with  the  tents  we  are  nearly  all  short  o 
Many  of  the  men  are  in  rags — ragged  breeches 
and  no  drawers.  The  men  are  frequently  a 
handkerchiefs  tied  around  their  knees,  especiai 
morning,  when  it  is  so  cold.  Last  night  the 
my  water-bottle  at  my  head  froze  solid.  M 
blissful  ignorance  of  any  military  news — of  the 
tion  of  troops  or  Generals. 

We  exercised  horses  in  the  early  morning.  1 
of  our  Company  are  suffering  much  from  co 
improper  food,  and  too  much  work.  A  co: 
Queenstown  I.Y.  passed  through  camp  to-( 
grazed  our  horses  and  rested. 

Several  of  the  men  were  tardy  this  mor 
turning  out  at  dawn,  so  Captain  Brune  has 
bugle  calls  once  more.  We  were  again  orde: 
vigilant  at  night,  as  a  Boer  attack  is  expected 
extra  men  were  ordered  to  the  south-east  tn 
was  one  of  them.  All  the  sleeping  quarte 
trenches  were  occupied,  so  I  made  my  bivoi 
ground.    It  was  intensely  cold. 

We  were  awakened  by  bugle  call  about  5  i 
before  light,  answered  at  stables,  and  were  c 
exercise  horses  until  7  a.m.  This  bugle  cal 
first  for  months.    The  sun  rose  shortly  after 


'*  And  the  stm  looked  over  the  mountain's  rin 
And  Btralght  was  a  path  of  gold  for  him." 
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We  z&n  the  horses  up  and  down  and  round  about.  It 
■IS  so  intensely  cold  that  I  got  a  spare  pair  of  woollen 
■eks  to  pat  over  my  hands.  One  or  two  men  followed 
1^  esample.  Little  icicles  formed  on  my  beard.  Violent 
aatdae  does  not  come  easy  at  this  altitude,  which  is 
iboat  five  or  eix  thousand  feet  above  sea-level,  and  one 
gets  oat  of  breath.  I  am  trying  to  live  on  my 
-two  biscuits  and  a  little  ilonr  for  bread,  and 
eternal.  I  find  it  no  easy  task.  I  have  a  P.0.0. 
far  five  pounds,  but  cannot  change  it.  With  a  little 
■sdy  cash  it  might  be  possible  still  to  buy  a  few  extras 
M  fsrms  when  on  patrol.  Bamours  of  night  attacks  at 
Kcksborg  and  the  catching  of  snipers  at  Hammonia  are 
■boot  camp,  evidently  all  exaggerated.  Tomlinson  told 
■e  that  at  Hammonia  he  heard  that  the  Boers  lost  thirty 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  barbed  wire  entanglements 
U  Kcksborg*;  that  had  not  some  I.Y.  come  between 
the  big  gun  and  the  attacking  Boers  the  enemy  would 
Ivre  been  annihilated ;  that  six  snipers,  <&c.,  Jec.  I 
bd  it  is  best  not  to  put   too  much   trust  in   "camp 


GrocHne  tells  me  that  in  the  last  mail  he  got  a  letter 
Inca  Weisberg,  who  says  that  his  wound  is  healing,  but 
lbs  X  zays  show  that  there  are  splinters  in  his  arm  which 
smst  be  removed.  Agnew,  we  learUi  is  well  of  his  woundi 
baft  has  since  taken  enteric  badly. 

A  little  Union  Jack  is  fiying  at  our  waggon.  Wood 
fa^igoe  brooght  in  a  lot  of  fig-trees  for  firewood.  The 
iKits  are  not  much  used  after  all  by  our  men.  I  shall 
eertaialy  try  to  do  without  tents  ;  they  are  8tn£fy,  damp, 
aid  venninous.  Small  birds  visit  our  lines  in  the  day, 
dnven  in  no  doubt  by  winter  hunger.  The  water  wagtail 
ii  a  common  visitor. 

During  the  morning  there  was  some  firing  in  the 
teCaooe,  bat  we  did  not  learn  what  it  was  about.  I  was 
■gain  warned  with  others  for  the  trenches ;   there  was 

*  I  tovad  upon  oaraCal  Enquiry  afterwardft  Ihat  theso  Ter;  circunuUnii&l 
cMap  akukm  ■«•  STMt  «ugg«r*Uont. 
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mail,  and  stores  which  the  man  was  to  seU  fo 
34th  Company,  and  started  on  the  homeward  j< 
night.     On  the  knap  of  the  pass  we  gave  them  a 
they  rode  in  escorting  the  waggon — all  looking  ^ 
sleepy.     They  had  travelled  all  night,*  they  b 
their  ten-mule  waggon  a  most  welcome  lot  oi 
jam,    treacle,   condensed    milk,   coffee,   sugar, 
candles,  soap,  cocoa,  and  sardines — more  than 
after  our  long  fast  on  scanty  rations  !     The  owi 
all  day  selling  to  the  34th  and  to  the  Leinster 
The  Regular  oflScers   obtained,  very  early  in  * 
mage,  a  corner  in  the  treacle,  for  they  bought 
case,  which  should  not   have  been  allowed,  i 
playing  the  game.    It  was  no  use  protestin 
Major  Cowan  told  me  that  he  had  booked 
pounds'  worth  on  the  men's  pay,  and  handed 
that  amount  in  cash.     Twice  that   amount  . 
been  expended  by  the  men  in  cash  besides.     Prj 
very  high.    Biscuits,  2s.  6d.  per  pound ;  cand 
per  packet  of  six  ;  small  tins  of  treacle,  Is. 
condensed   milk,  28.  per  tin,   &c.     I  was  fc 
obtaining    change    for    my   Post  Office   Ord< 
allowing    a    commission    to    the    Sergt.-Maj 
shillings,     I  got  five  letters  and  a  pair  of  bo 
called  away  from  all  this  diversion  for  order 
was  sent  out  with  a  despatch  from  Colonel 
the   Leinsters,   to   Captain    Douglas,   of    Bn 
Middlesex  Kopje.    It  looks  as  if,  in  the  near  f 
might  be  a  movement  of  troops.     There  is 
coming  change  in   the  air.     Apparently  a  r 
Brabant's  Horse  had  held  Middlesex  Kopje  e^ 
left  it  on  June  16th.    It  was  with  some  curi 

*  Qroome  roUted  to  me  some  (unaBing  adventores  of  the 
time  ibey  passed  a  kopje,  whore,  on  the  Bkyline,  the;  saw 
peering  at  them  from  behind  what  they  thought  to  be  bo; 
hurried  ooasultatioa  they  decided  to  charge,  Napier  and  Pa 
the  sammit  they  charged  desperately  upon  n  bunch  of  sleepy,  | 
perched  on  anthills.  Palmer,  who  bad  impetuoasly  ovei 
almost  loat  himself  Id  the  dark. 
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ciBbed  ap  to  their  camp  among  the  boulders.  It  seemed 
■  kng  time  ago  that  it  had  been  a  scene  of  a  good  deal  of 
■ciiyity  to  oar  Company,  so  much  had  been  done  in  the 
■tKim.  I  noted  with  a  feeling  of  envy  that  the  relations 
officers  and  men  were  easier  than  in  the  I.Y. 
as  a  freer  atmosphere,  nor  could  I  see  that  it 
with  the  readiness  of  the  men  to  do  their  work, 
Id  obej  orders,  or  with  their  efficiency. 
I  raiamed  to  camp,  and  at  10.30  a.m.  I  was  warned  for 
dnty.  Three  of  us,  Pyecroft,  Patterson  and  I,  had 
attend  two  Leinster  officers,  who  were  going  out  to 
int  Nie&er's  farm  (see  June  lOtb),  taking  with  them  two 
Kaffir  horse  thieves.  These  Kaffirs  had  been  captured 
rflor  a  chase  by  one  of  our  small  patrols,  and  the  occu- 
fBta  of  Nieser's  farm  were  supposed  to  know  something 
fli  the  doings  of  one  of  them.  The  farm  lay  a  httle  west 
of  •oath,  towards  Wonder  Kop.  and  the  farmhouse  was 
«■  the  siunmit  of  one  of  the  kopjes  or  foothills  about 
Wander  Kop.  The  Kaffir  was  accused  of  driving  off 
bones,  towards  the  Boer  laager,[from  this  farm.  Some  such 
Iktng  was  evidently  done,  but  I  thought  it  not  imlikely 
tltti  it  was  done  with  the  collusion  of  some  of  the 
''aeotral "  occupants  of  this  or  neighbouring  farms.  We 
|iaaed  one  or  two  farms  on  our  journey,  and  found  bread 
mad  fresh  milk  plentiful — for  a  price.  These  unmolested 
mnst,  undoubtedly,  be  as  so  many  dep6t8  for  the 
ly.  The  officers  stayed  behind,  for  a  half  an  hour  or 
after  having  taken  the  depositions  of  the  old  man  and 
oChers,  while  we  had  waited  outside.  There  were  several 
children  and  some  women  about,  the  latter  evidently 
|B]fing.  As  we  rode  to  camp  with  the  prisoners  the 
prixicipal  culprit  asked  what  was  going  to  be  done  with 

biin,  and  P told  him  cheerfully  that  he  would  be  sure 

lo  be  hanged  for  such  a  crime.  He  was  much  frightened, 
and  presently  passing  a  kraal  where  there  were  Kaffir 
m  waiting,  he  said  goodbye  to  an  old  woman  who 
said  was  his  mother.* 

TfeiA  mftn  WM  pantab*d  ntim  lightly,  I  Uncj.    I  boArd  h«  got  *  f«w 
■lai*  iopruoamant. 


Jolyia. 
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In  the  evening  a  patrol  of  twenty  men  (of  34 
Newnham  went  out  to  Hibemia  store  to  pilot 
from  Senekal  to  Klip  Nek  Camp.  The  men 
sometime  after  dark,  "grousing"  a  good  dea 
they  had  been  given  to  understand  that  aftej 
services  were  superfluous.  The  convoy  had  c 
escort  of  fifty  to  one  hundred  Colonials,  bo  tl 
help  seemed  to  flavour  of  supererogation. 

I  was  grazing  guard  all  the  morning.  In  the 
I  had  nothing  to  do,  and  Faber  asked  me  to  gi 
or  read  in  his  sub-section's  '*bug  hutch,"  as  t 
rest  of  his  sub-section  were  on  patrol  and  othe 
was  warned  for  night  guard.  About  11.30  pj 
rode  in  from  his  store  at  Hibemia  with  a  coc 
story  that  he  expected  a  night  attack,  and  tl 
infonnation  that  his  store  was  to  be  looted  i 
Ten  men  under  Napier  were  sent  out  at  onct 
beyond  Hibemia.  In  the  early  morning,  k 
lightf  when  the  frost  was  falling,  Meikle  gallop 
a  message  from  Napier  to  say  that  his  party  ' 
on  to  patrol  towards  Doom  Kop,  where  the  < 

said  to   be  hovering.     seemed    much    a 

have  been  disturbed  in  his  sleep,  and  gave  no 
reinforcements  or  help.  Meikle  rode  back  tc 
In  the  night,  which  was  very  frosty,  the  pat- 
somewhat  scattered,  and  as  Napier  came  i] 
unexpected  direction  he  was  shot  at  by  Meik 
the  narrowest  escape  of  being  killed.  Napier 
did  not  know  how  near  Meikle's  bullet  passed 
was  much  too  close  to  be  pleasant. 

A  34th  patrol  that  went  north-east  in  the 
was  shot  at  from  some  kopjes. 

Gibb,  who  was  messing  with  Palmer  and 
carried  to  the  general  hospital  in  order  to  be  t 
coimtry.  He  suffered  for  weeks  from  rheum 
he  became  bed-ridden.  Palmer,  who  is  used 
out,  having  done  much  of  it  in  Canada  and  Ai 
been  awfully  good  and  patient,  he  nursed  him 
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and  solicitude,  found  luxuries  for  him,  cooked 
Cor  hpi&t  and  tried  to   shelter  him  from  the  cold  and 

Q.  G.  Grout's  grave  was  well  looked  after  by  his 
facoiher,  and  before  we  trekked  from  here  it  was  a  credit 
ftlikB  to  his  ingenuity  and  brotherly  affection.  A  small 
•qnare  area,  bordered  with  set  stones,  enclosed  the  grave  ; 
ikis  was  bedded  with  small  stone  chips,  and  his  troop 
oicknanie,  '*BoBie,"  was  worked  in  on  this  groundwork. 
A  headstone,  carved  as  follows,  stood  at  one  end  of  the 

nnare: — 

i.y.  84 

G.  G.  GROUT 
Ago  20i 
Killed  13th  Jane 
1900 

C.  A.  Grout  told  me  that  the  Boers  had  sent  into  camp 
hiB  dead  brother's  pocket-book,  containing  three  Kruger 
soveieigns,  and  a  letter  that  was  found  on  the  body, 
addressed,  ready  for  posting. 

In  the  last  mail,  Fowler,  who  messed  for  a  time  with 
Kafeey  and  me,  remarked  that  he  bad  had  no  letters  by 
this  mail.  I  remembered  that  I  had  seen,  in  the  sacks, 
some  deeply  bordered  with  black ;  he  had  not  examined 
tham»  thinking  they  were  not  for  him.  He  got  them,  and 
fbond  that  his  old  father  had  died  suddenly  some  weeks 
before.  We  were  all  very  sorry  for  our  comrade.  Another 
pieoe  of  news  a  mail  brought  us  was  the  confirmation  of 
Boiler's  commission.  It  was  announced  to  the  Company 
in  line,  and  the  boys  gave  him  some  rousing  cheers,  for 
Boiler,  with  his  unafifected  sincerity  and  pluck,  is  much 
IDiad  by  the  men. 

Shortly  after  sunrise  Napier's  patrol  straggled  in,  cold,  Joiya 
fatnithH,  weary,  and  disheartened,  with  a  sense  of  having 
done  a  (mitless  night's  work.    Faber  and  Edmondston 
were  miseing. 

At  ten  o'clock  1  was  ordered  to  accompany  McDonnell 
and  Davis  for  a  patrol  to  the  south.    I  was  ordered  to 
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woonded  and  invalided  down  country,  Gribb, 
Bidge  and  others  had  gone  down  ill.* 

Much  to  the  relief  of  the  camp»  Ednxondston  a 
turned  ap  daring  the  morning. 

*  From  toUb  g^ven  hereafter  U  will  be  seen  how  rapidly  ( 
dwindled  in  nambers — who  left,  and  who  rejoined  the  rani 
z«mained.  To  those  who  came  through  the  mill  these  roU-oalls 
of  meaoing. 


CHAPTER  XII 


BUNDLE      CLOSES      IN 


TTTR  summons  had  come  very  suddenly,  at  last,  to 
leATe  Klip  Nek  Camp,  which  we  had  come  to  regard 
•a  a  sort  of  permanent  post.  With  an  interval,  the  break 
ftt  Fickaburg,  we  had  been  here  since  June  2nd.  There 
wifl  hardly  a  man  that  had  not  collected  little  household 
oomforte  and  gear  of  some  sort  or  another,  primitive 
rikftiier  from  frost,  dew  or  wind,  trogiodytical  contrivances, 
and  kitchen  utensils  extraordinary.  I  could  not  but 
approve  of  the  spirit  that  cast  most  of  them  away  without 
second  thought,  it  was  soldicrliko.  We  had  learnt  another 
Wan  an.  that  in  war  nothing  is  permanent.  A  quiet — it 
nay  be  a  sleeping  camp — and  there  comes  an  order  of  a 
few  words  and  instantly  there  is  movement  and  change. 
I  came  into  such  a  transformed  camp — from  the  peaceful 
Bcmshine  of  the  pastoral  veldt  to  an  atmosphere  of  urgency 
I  tugged  Gibb's  poor  lame  beast  up  to  oar 
to  report.  **  What  I  another  used-up  crock  I  Turn 
loose,  no  time  to  shoot  him  !  "  There  was  nothing 
%o  be  done,  so  I  took  him  to  the  outskirts  of  camp  and 
feamed  him  loose,  and  that  was  the  last  I  saw  of  him. 
There  were  many  of  the  great  grey  aasvogels  skipping  and 
eortBejing  in  a  ring  a  little  way  off.  There  were  already 
furtive  Kaf&rs  among  us,  rich  and  happy  with  leavings 
and  lefoae.  It  was  a  question,  who  would  get  Gibb's 
bone. 

I  had  less  than  one  hour  in  which  to  get  ready  for 
lande.    When  camps  change  frequently,  this  is  more 
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July  14. 


than  necessary'.  Now  I  was  glad  to  get  Kelsey*B  in 

help,  and  I  was  ready  well  beforehand.     Witt 

others,  in  like  case^  I  had  to  walk  and  lead  n: 

Mr.  Newnham  promised  that  I  shoold  be  one  of 

to  get  a  remount  (a  promise  he  fuIfiUed  to  the  let 

fell  in  punctually,  and  after  one  or  two  preHmin 

and  delays  we  started  definitely  on  our  way  ab 

o'clock  in  the  afternoon.    From  all  accounts  o 

we  were  abandoning  for  good  this  old  camp  wi 

trenches,  sangars,  atone  wall  picket  defences  and 

to  take  up  a  position  farther  in  among  the  hills 

we  were  closing  in  on  the  Boer  position.     Thai 

word  that  went  about.    At  Middlesex  Kopje  we 

hour.     Brabant's  Horse  were  also  "pulling  uj 

We  then  passed  on  by  the  ridges  under  whic 

stood  under  fire  on  June  13th  and  16th.    There 

apparently  no  Boers  about,  and  we  presently  1 

the  narrow  valley  north,  where  Harmer's  scout 

had  come  to  such  grief.   The  Leinstere  and  two  g 

artillery  were  marching  with  us,  and  one  wonden 

scattered  units  about  the  Nek  should  make  so  1 

We  went  on,  passing  tracea  of  Boer  laagers,  and 

we  found  our  road  merged  into  a  large  plough) 

the  bottom  of  the  hoek  or  valley.  Many  of  the  o 

stalled,  the  evening  fell  very  chilly,  and  we  endu 

wait  in  the  cold,  bright  moonlight,  now  and  th 

a  shoulder  to  a  waggon,  or  watching  the  Ion, 

patient  oxen  making  unsuccessful  wriggling  rus 

their   unyielding  yokes,  obedient   to   the   sou 

fearful  screams  of  their  Kaffir  drivers  or  compe 

sting   of   the  long  whips  to  fiercer  effort. 

pitched  our  camp  about  nine  miles  from  Klip 

north-east  by  east  (about). 

We  awoke  and  found  that  we  were  camp 
midst  of  many  signs  of  the  late  Boer  laager, 
was  ordered  out  early,  all  available  men,  or  I 
available  horses  of  Section  II.  were  ordered  to  f( 
seventeen  horses  were  accounted  fit,  and  K 
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chwrge.  They  remained  out,  patrolling  southward,  until 
the  ftftemoon.  They  captured  a  waggon,  full  of  mealies, 
and  the  oxen.  They  were  fired  at  from  a  distance,  but 
DO  one  was  injured.  I  was  stable  guard  for  a  turn,  and 
in  the  afternoon,  as  the  ground  was  damp  and  unfit,  we 
ebanged  camp  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  up  the  slope, 
■orth-eafit,  hoping  to  find  that  situation  more  suitable, 
but  it  was  worse  if  anything,  and,  being  in  a  narrow 
kloof  or  canon,  the  sun  had  not  enough  time  to  dry  out 
(he  frost  and  dew  from  the  rank  grass. 

In  the  evening  I  was  warned  for  picket  post  Corporal 
Oaviy  was  to  take  charge.  T.  A.  Scott  and  Jacoby  were 
the  others.  Kelsey  had  a  special  order  to  come  with  us, 
viih  a  pack  horse,  to  take  over  kits,  blankets,  &c.,  to  the 
post.  Mr.  Newnham  was  to  place  us.  Just  after  dark 
we  fell  in,  armed  and  cloaked.  We  had  to  march  down 
ud  across  the  spruit,  and  then  to  the  summit  of  a 
Mi^bouiing  kopje.  In  his  short,  business-like  way, 
Newnham  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  post  was  an 
important  one,  and  that  a  sharp  look-out  must  be  kept. 
He  came  to  us  mounted  on  a  quick-walking  polo  pony 
and  bade  ua  follow  him.  The  darkness  was  intense,  for 
the  moon  had  not  yet  risen.  It  was  hard  work,  in  our 
cloaks,  with  a  full  bandolier,  haversack  and  rifie  to  keep 
pace  with  the  brisk  little  pony.  We  laboured  across  a 
•oft  ploughed  field,  tumbled  into  road  ruts,  fell  over 
y^^^'^^g  and  boulders,  found  ourselves  in  the  deep  gully 
0C  the  running  spruit,  and  waded  ankle  deep  in  its  icy 
water  to  the  other  side,  and  scrambled,  with  a  sort  of 
duprimtinn.  towards  where  our  leader  was  impatiently 
Ugnig  us  to  "  come  along,  you  fellows.'*  The  next  that 
happened  was  that  one  of  the  party  walked  too  much  to 
the  left  and  got  bogged  to  his  calves  in  mud,  and  imme- 
Sately  after  we  heard  cursing,  slow,  deliberate  and  with 
deep  intent,  in  the  rear.  I  went  back  a  little  way,  calling 
aofUj  to  the  front  to  halt  a  minute,  for  there  was  trouble 
behind.  I  found  a  wild*eyed  horse  snorting  in  fright  at 
the  end  of  a  tightly-stretched  rein,  the  kits  had  wobbled 
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off  and  were  nowhere  to  be  seen.    We  soon  fou 
and  got  them  secured  in  a  pack»  after  a  fashi 
more.    Newnham  ordered  me  to  walk  behind  le 
the  kits  should  be  really  lost.     It  was  no  easy  i 
we  were  on  a  path  upon  which  only  Indian  file 
kept,  and  close  as  I  walked  to  the  heels  of  the 
was  so  dark  that  neither  horse,  the  leader  of  it, 
could  be  seen  against  the  steep  black  side  of  t 
and  only  by  bending  down  could  I  obtain  a  fair 
above  the  skyline.     It  was  a  terrible  pull  to  the 
but  we  got  there  at  last,  and  we  all  went  over  t) 
together  to  find  the  points  of  vantage  for  the  g 
a  place  for  the  reliefs  to  sleep  in.     Mr.  Newn 
Kelsey  went  back  to  camp.     I  got  first  relief  ar 
for  a  while  with  Ouvry,  up  and  down,  until  t 
which  was  almost  full,  rose,  revealing  a  scene  o] 
grandeur.     We  could  see  that  we  were  on  a  jutt 
end  which  commanded  a  view,  in  three  dire 
narrow  and  deep  valleys.    There  was  the  ribbon- 
below.     A  few  flickering  lights  signalled,  from 
picket  fires,  across  the  shadowy  gulf  we  had 
We  could  conjecture  rather  than  see  the  khal 
rock   and   grass,   amid   the  great  burnt  patch 
softly  mingled  with  the  vast  Ughts  and  shadows 
over  the  huge,  bold,  rugged  country.    In  ti 
Ouvry  left  me  a  little  pair  of  glasses ;  he  asked  i 
care  of  them  for  they  had  belonged  to  a  far-oH  g 
that,  in  itself^  was  a  text   upon  which   to  h 
thoughts,  quite  like  company  on  a  lonely  guard 
pair  of  old-fashioned  field  glasses,  with  a  dai 
aunt  to  match — for  I  hold,  having  tried  it.  thi 
alow-moving  night  hours,  on  a  kopje-top,  it  is 
have  eyes,  ears,  every  sense,  keen   and  very 
danger  and  surprise,  and  still  to  leave  imaginat 
supply  an  accompaniment  that  shall  be  as  th 
music  to  the  scene  in  a  drama.     The  end  of 
was  a  rugged,  precipitous  cliff  about  a  hundred 
which  rested  on  a  rapid  slope  to  the  valley  bot 


\ 


RUNDLE  CLOSES  IN 


191 


BBmnut  was  irregnlar,  floored  with  flagstones,  immense 
Hid  weather-washed,  of  Nature's  making.  The  deep  clefts 
woald  have  made  it  an  impossible  range  for  a  sentinel  on 
%  night  less  brightly  Ughted  than  this  one  was.  In 
dieltered  pockets  and  veins  of  soil,  scant  grass  and 
herbage  grew.  The  beat  lay  for  about  three  hundred 
jards  along  the  very  irregular  edge  of  the  cliflf,  slippery 
md  pTBcahous  footing,  where  one  had  to  leap  at  times 
fam  slab  to  slab.  At  the  very  crest  of  the  chff  was  a 
groap  of  boulders,  and  as  I  picked  my  way  to  these,  on 
my  first  round,  a  sudden  scutter  from  their  dark  shadows 
eaoaed  me  instinctively  to  throw  my  rifle  to  the  challenge, 
bat  even  before  I  got  it  there  I  knew  the  laugh  was  on 
me,  for  such  quick  pattering  could  only  be  the  feet  of 
many  sheep  or  goats,  and  as  I  hurried  forward  I  found 
Bjaelf  in  the  midst  of  the  laggards  of  a  flock.  They  soon 
became  accustomed  to  my  periodic  visits,  and  even  proved 
good  company  later  on.  Soon  after  nine  o'clock,  the  end 
of  two  hours,  I  woke  T.  A.  Scott,  and  after  showing  him 
tiie  roond,  with  Ou\Ty.  I  turned  in.  I  now  bad  a  good 
Itrar  hours'  sleep,  and  about  one  o'clock  Jacoby,  in  turn, 
woke  me  for  my  second  guard.  "  I'm  awfully  sorry  to 
wake  yon,  old  man/'  he  said,  in  a  tragical  voice,  as  if  his 
grief  at  waking  a  man  was  almost  too  deep  for  utterance. 
••  Don't  mention  it/'  I  said,  1  fear  rather  rudely  imitating 
his  tragical  tones.  We  laughed  as  I  unrolled  from  the 
eomlortable  blanket.  I  dug  Ouvry  in  the  ribs  and  reported 
the  change  of  guard.  It  was  intensely  cold,  the  coldest 
part  of  the  night  was  now  coming  on,  the  white  hoar 
froat  was  glistering  everywhere  in  the  high  glaring  moon- 
Sghtt  and  it  seemed  to  be  created  out  of  nothing  as  the 
minntes  passed.  I  had  to  move  rapidly  to  acquire  even 
the  aeoablance  of  warmth  ;  I  trudged  and  clambered  rest- 
hasly  np  and  down,  never  stopping  except  to  scan  the 
distant  hills  and  valleys  with  the  glasses.  Ouvry  (as 
Cofporal)  came  out  for  a  few  minutes  at  mid  guard,  and 
nist  an  he  was  making  to  turn  in  again  I  whispered 
••  Hash  !  there  is  some  one  coming  up  the  kopje."   Slowly 
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and  scninchingly,  we  could  mark  the  sound  coming 
UB.     I  looked  to  see  that  my  ride  was  loaded,  Ou 
a  pistol,  and  we  waited.     In  a  few  minutes  I  coi 
man  who  was  picking  his  way  up  the  kopje  side 
not  coming  from  the  direction  of  camp.     "Wliej 
come  within  thirty  or  forty  yards  I  challenged 
who  goes  there?  "    The  wamingechoed  over  the 
an  impertinence,   an  intrusion  on  the  great  qu 
had  prevailed.     A  moment  after,  a  cheery  '*  Fri 
Roller's  voice ;  and  when  the  mihtary  conventi( 
vance,  friend,  and  give  the  countersign,"  Sec.,  \ 
occasion  demanded,  had  passed,  and  Roller  stoot 
he  congratulated  us  upon  a  sharp  lookout.    He  h 
his  direction,  he  said,  in  coming  up.     He  did 
long,  and  Ouvry  once  more  turned  in.    This  wi 
unexpected  visit,  for  the  visits  of  our  officers  1 
were  very  few  and  far  between. 

About  three  a.m.,  an  indefinable  change  co? 
the  spirit  of  the  night — it  is  not  morning,  it 
movement — simply  a  stir  and  something  frei 
nostrils.  The  sheep  and  goats  felt  it  and  got  a; 
a  pretence  to  browse.  Geese  in  a  farm  far  belo 
it  their  raucous  trumpeting  "gooick,  gooack,' 
camp  the  whinny  and  grunt  of  mules  and  horsa 
for  reveille  and  feeding  time,  could  be  distinc 
A  few  rival  cocks  of  the  neighbourhood  argue* 
hour,  each  trying  to  keep  awake  long  enough  t 
last  word.  Foolish  birds,  how  have  they  bettJ 
selves  into  the  hands  of  the  men  of  Leinstei 
very  cold,  "  the  owl,  for  all  his  feathers,  wasa-a 
was  in  a  wakeful  mood,  so  I  did  not  rouse  T.  A 
rehef,  for  more  than  an  hour  past  the  time, 
gladly  have  done  the  whole  of  his  turn,  but  th 
discipline  required  that  the  guard  should  rep 
corporal.  I  knew  my  relief  was  warm,  and  as  c 
as  a  stony  bed  would  allow,  and  I  also  knew  tl 
not  expect  to  regain  warmth  and  sleep  the  rii 
reveille.     Two  hours  more  and  dawn  wouL 
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heralded;  I  made  the  most  of  it.  At  the  Erst  streak  of 
daylight  I  jumped  np  and  clambered  down  to  the  spruit 
to  get  a  billy  of  water  for  coffee,  broke  ice  in  the  spruit, 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  and  in  rather  less  than  an 
hoar  I  bad  returned  to  the  summit  to  find  that  a  messenger 
from  camp  was  there  with  orders  for  us  to  come  into  the 
biles  at  once,  so  that  my  labour  was  in  vain,  except  that 
I  wms  now  thoroughly  warm  with  exertion.  In  camp,  the 
ration  coffee  was  cold — but  that  was  a  little  thing  in  the 
life  of  a  soldier. 

We  returned  to  the  Unes  to  find   that  there  was  an  Juiyia. 
Gcoer  to  change  camping  ground  to  a  spot  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  higher  up.    The  valley  was  found  to  be  far  too  damp 
tt>d  cold.     The  American  Indian  knows  a  trick  that  the 
ED^'liah  officer  has  yet  to  find  out,  that  the  hilltops  and 
Lii^hcr  lerels  are  much  warmer  in  the  night  than  are  the 
hollows.    It  seems  to  be  so  difficult  to  teach,  otherwise 
than  by  experience,  the  few  simple  rules  of  out-door  life; 
QTilised   man    has    become    much   like  a  domesticated 
■*"'*" *^  or  a  caged  bird,  at  a  loss  when  he  comes  to  shift 
lor  himself  again.     We  are  now  upon  the  lower  level 
of  the  kopje  tablelands ;  not  far  distant  are  three  or  four 
■Dall  farmhouses  and  a  Kaffir  kraal  or  two.    It  is  Sunday 
lAemoon,  and  I  am  writing  this  l3nng  against  an  authill, 
jost  outside  our  new  camp.     Our  horses  are  grazing  and 
ifeepiiig  around  me,  but  I  am  not  grazing  guard  to-day. 
Chclmeley  is  hard  by,  also  busily  writing.     We  can  hear 
dse   constant  roar  of  artillery,  apparently  towards  the 
aarth-east,  and  we  wonder  what  plans  are  afoot,  what 
Generals  are  co-operating.     We  hear  that  General  Bundle 
(ft  within  four  miles  of  us,  and  that  there   is  to  be  a 
ooDStant  movement  of  closing  in  on  the  Boers.    To  our 
«flt  to  north-east  are  the  very  notable  landmarks  of  the 
aaigfaboarhood,  a  peak  with  an  outline  like  an  inverted 
bcacket  ^---^^  and  a  mountain  with  a  large  U-shape  split 
n  tt«eod.    They  are  the  southern  headlands  of  the  Witte- 
bngm  range.     They  are  very  conspicuous  wherever  we 
ttdc  in  this  district,  and,  I  am  told,  they  may  be  seen 
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from  points  as  far  as  8eiiekal  on  one  band  and  Lj 
on  the  other.  We  saw  them  from  Ficksborg  in 
easterly  direction,  and  Commando  Nek,  Molmai 
Franz  Hoek  and  G-eneral's  Nek — favourite  po 
the  enemy — all  lie  within  the  "  immediate  sphei 
influence."  Between  our  present  camp  and  tl 
summits  nm  lesser  yet  stupendous  crags  ai 
called  the  Booi  Krans,  also  a  Boer  stronghi 
present  view  is  a  much  nearer  one  than  that 
June  15th  from  the  Klip  Nek  neighbourho 
firing  seems  to  be  in  their  direction.  There  ii 
able  activity  not  far  off ! 

The  running  spruit,  the  course  of  whicl 
roughly  speaking,  following,  is  the  same  sp 
all  accounts  I  can  obtain,  as  that  which  wi 
Hammonia,  and  that  which  drives  Mitch« 
south  of  Ficksburg.  I  cannot  quite  figure 
myself,  but  it  may  be  true.  That  the  na 
Spruit"  is  common  to  these  does  not  prove 
the  same  stream.  *' Molen "  and  "Mill" 
commonly  used  to  denote  the  streams  by  y 
are  driven. 

The  world  is  very  small  after  all.  1  find 
people  I  met  on  the  borders  of  Mexico  are  i 
relations  of  Ouvry.  That  I  should  get  new 
Carlos  "  out  here  1 

Late  in  the  afternoon  all  the  men  with  avai 
fell  in  to  patrol  over  the  south-eastern  skyl 
could  not  go.  There  was  presently  heard  in 
on  the  part  of  the  Boers  and  our  reply  by  v( 
patrol,  which  was  under  the  command  of  Cap 
came  under  a  pretty  smart  fire,  and  it  did 
until  sunset ;  a  short  while  before  that  hoi: 
men  went  out  to  support  our  Company.  Tl 
casualties.     About  150  Boera  were  seen. 

I  had  a  good  sleep  last  night ;  it  was  agf 
frosty.  I  always  bivouac.  I  do  not  like  tl 
only  because  they  become  so  stuffy,  but  1: 
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ftra  the  norsery  of  that  plague  of  soldiers  on  active 
wtrrice,  lice.  *'Is  there  no  way  you  can  get  rid  of 
tfa«sn?"  I  said  to  a  poor  Leinster  who  was  squatting 
naked  in  the  sun  picking  lice  by  the  dozen  from  his 
ahirt.  "  Ah  yes,  now,  d'ye  see,  if  I  wint  out  foive  moile 
bom  camp,  sbtripped  shtark  naked  widout  any  does  on 
me,  and  laid  me  things  out  complately  on  the  veldt,  and 
then  run  loike  hell,  may  be  I'd  get  nd  of  some  on 
*«n,  but  I  don't  know,  d'ye  moind." 

We  struck  camp  to-day  and  marched  out  at  12.30  p.m., 
eontinaing  the  line  of  march  of  July  13tb,  to  join  some 
forces  farther  in.  The  Leinsters  and  four  guns  of  the 
77th  Battery  of  Artillery  went  with  us.  Napier  had 
aken  a  amall  patrol  out  in  the  morning  and  had  sighted 
Boere  close  to  camp.  He  now  joined  the  others  that 
fajhd  fit  horses,  and  34th  Company  scouted  for  the  column, 
a  rather  long  one.  We  pitched  camp  about  four  miles 
east  of  last  night's  ground,  and  those  in  camp  put  up  the 
tents  for  those  in  the  geld,  who  straggled  in  later. 

I  shall  be  glad  when  we  get  our  remounts.  There 
are  all  too  few  of  us  for  field  work.  An  excellent  mot  of 
Jmoohj  woe  related  to  me  this  morning.  He  was  the 
nnglo  connecting  file,  and  an  order  came  for  *'  the 
ooonecting  files  to  spread  out."  Jacoby  gravely  said 
k>  the  orderly.  '*  I  will  unbutton  my  waistcoat  and 
ipnad  out  as  much  as  possible.'* 

All  the  forenoon  we  heard  continuous  and  heavy  firing  Jniyw. 
of  musketry  and  cannon  to  the  north  and  north-east, 
faeamnably  Rundlo's  men.  For  us  there  was  not  much 
itting  in  the  morning.  At  noon  we  moved  camp  to  a 
«ooaibe  or  kloof  between  two  kopje  ends,  a  mile  south. 
In  the  afternoon  word  came  that  some  of  Brabant's  men 
being  driven  in  by  the  enemy.  There  was  an 
it  call  to  arms,  unmounted.  We  all  fell  in  very 
quick!)',  fully  prepared,  and  scaled  the  northern  kopje 
with  a  rush,  an  almost  sheer  ascent  of  about  two  hundred 
iMt.  Here,  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  was  a  farmhouse, 
md  Newnham  put  us  in  position  within  its  kraals  and 
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behind  a  dam.     To  the  regret  of  the  Company  ] 
came  to   offer  us  battle,  aud   we   descended   t 
Some  of  the  East  Kent   Imperial   Yeomanry 
with  this  column.    The  Leinsters  are  scatterec 
about  this  position  in  pickets. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  Colonial  Divisio 
General  Brabant  came  up  and  camped  in  an 
the  camping  ground  we  left  this  morning. 

I  slept  up  among  the  big  boulders  on  the  kopje 
Joiyia  Last   night  amusement    was    caused    by  soi 

horses  getting  among  the  waggon  fraternity  s 
pots  and  pans.  "  Weary  Willy,"  the  cook,  used 
that  was  lurid  with  blasphemy.  He  rose  in  1: 
with  an  axe  in  one  hand  and  a  meat  choppc 
other,  but  too  late  to  prevent  the  horses  from 
week's  rations  of  sugar  and  other  stores? 

In  the  morning  I  was  grazing  guard  down  in 
on  the  outside  of  the  kloof  near  the  spruit.     I 
with  a  good  deal  of  interest  the  trekking  of 
Colonial  Division.     I  could  sec  a  couple  of  mi 
column  winding  out  westward  to  a  point  in  tht 
of  Hammonia.     I  understand  that  they  are  not 
to-day.     This  neighbourhood  which,  when  we 
it  a  few  days  ago,  seemed  so  quiet  and  out  of 
has  developed   into  a   centre    of    military  ac 
counted  sixty-five  to  seventy  ox  teams  and  ( 
in  one  string  in  the  column.    There  is  abundar 
of  a  great  problem  in  solution,  but  what  it  is 
told ;  it  is  not  even  hinted  at  by  any  one  in  aut 

Wide-spreading  veldt  fires  are  on  every 
yesterday  they  held  more  than  ordinarily  an 
danger,  for  there  was  a  stiff  breeze  blowing  all 
weather  is  perfect,  a  cloudleaa,  lovely  day  fo 
hard,  white  frost  of  last  night.  Except  wher 
patches  are,  almost  everything  upon  earth  is  k 
tint  or  another ;  grass,  rocks,  boulders,  kop 
khaki  of  varied  shades.  The  men  are  khaki, 
horses  and  oxen,  of  every  colour  that  obtaii 
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and  the  sky  and  the  burnt  patches  relieve  the  prevailing 
tone.  Even  the  smoke  rises  in  big  drifts  of  khaki  against 
the  bine. 

The  grasaes  of  the  veldt  are  of  many  varieties :  some- 
tsmeB  they  are  long,  or  thick  and  matted,  sometimes  fine, 
■ometimes  curly  :  others  are  of  a  coarse  or  reedy  growth 
which  the  Kaffirs  call  Tambuca,  and  use  for  their  thatchings 
which  ia  often  neat  and  well  done.  There  is  sour  grass 
and  sweet  grass.  There  is  a  pungent  odour  resembling 
that  of  anise  about  a  certain  kind  when  it  is  freshly 
cmshed  or  grazed.  Most  of  the  farm  barbed-wire-fence 
po6i6  are  of  split  stone,  but  we  were  fortunate  in  finding 
ooe  smaU  pasture  with  many  wooden  posts ;  but  for  that, 
I  hardly  know  what  we  should  have  done  for  fuel.  All 
theee  minor  things  1  note  because,  sitting  under  a  big 
boalder  with  sufticient  of  one*s  attention  devoted  to 
bones  that  will  stray  if  the  chance  is  given,  the  view  is 
Dseeesarily  restricted,  bo  much  so  that  at  times,  as  now, 
it  is  a  relief  to  note  and  number  trivial  sights  and  sounds, 
M  those  accompanying  the  trailing  convoy,  the  cluck  of 
wheels,  the  screech  of  Kaffir,  the  crack  of  whip,  and  the 
beflowing  of  oxen — calls  to  lost  yoke  mates  who  laboured 
to  the  last  tug  with  submission,  and  went  down  with  large, 
wide,  mild  eyes,  paying  the  last  debt  uncomplainingl)-. 

There  is  other  movement  besides  that  of  the  column  ; 
there  is  the  hastening  to  and  fro  of  infantry  and  mounted 
men  on  various  patrols  and  duties,  and  groups  of  men  on 
bU^cs,  rations,  forage,  and  such  like.  There  is  a  litter 
of  succulent,  young  pigs,  hardly  yet  weaned,  rooting 
arotznd  with  absolute  temerity.  I  see  Tommy  Atkins, 
froca  the  comer  of  his  eye,  marking  the  covey  down  I 
niey  will  be  thinned  at  a  more  convenient  season,  no 
dkmbt-  It  would  be  as  much  as  his  scalp  is  worth  to 
one  now,  with  so  many  officers  about.  Just  now 
was  a  chase  after  a  stray  goose,  many  of  our  men 
in,  hut  a  clever  Lcinster  lad  bided  what  time  the 
and  his  pursuers  were  winded,  joined  in  fresh  and 
eaptured  the  quarry. 
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At  4  p.m.  all  the  men  with  available  mounts  of 
I.  (34th  Company)  were  ordered  to  fall  in  "  in  full  jx 
order,"  and  shortly  after  eighteen  of  them  rode  oi 
Boiler  to  go  across  country,  about  twenty-Eve  i 
Senekal.  Their  absence  will  greatly  increase  tt 
and  fatigue  duties  of  Section  II.  I  was  warned  f 
stable  guard,  and  Cholmeley,  who  could  not  go 
section  to  Senekal,  was  warned  with  others  fc 
post.  Cholmeley,  who  was  not  feehng  very  we 
me  to  exchange  night  duties  with  him.  fl 

Jttir»  Last  night — a  lovely  moonlit  night — I  was 

picket  post  at  the  farm  ou  the  top  of  the  kopje. 
of  the  house  was  a  vantage  point  from  which 
viewed  a  wide  stretch  of  the  veldt  tableland  ^ 
At  night  the  permanent   infantry  pickets  wert 
mented  by  one  from  our  Imperial  Yeomanry  lir 
occupants  of  the  house  took  a  more  than  usual 
attitude  towards  the  troops.     We  had  rarely  co; 
farms  whose  occupants  would  not  sell  anything 
which  we  asked  for.  if  we  but  came  with  th< 
hand;  money  they  could  not  nor  would  not  refi 
people   here  denied  any  advances  from   us  ii 
manner,  although  it  was   plain    that    they  1 
provisions  than   were  required  for  their  needf 
evident  that  this  was  a  bad  case  of  that  typ 
against  which  General  Bundle  had  directed  1 
mation  of  June  30.     Yet  by  reason   of  gent 
touching  these   matters,   if    any   man   is  cau 
mandeering,  or  even  molesting  such  stores, 
severely  dealt  with.    It  is  a  policy  that  must  m 
hinder  a  speedy  termination  of  hostilities.    Qui 
I  have  seen  men  ordered  to  give  up  chicken 
been  paid  for,  and  that  at  a  round  price.     A  pi 
sort   of  warfare  this,  that  makes   troops  fig' 
hungry  stomach  when   plenty  is  around.     I 
faxm  is  a  dep6t  for  the  enemy.     This  plac^ 
temptation  to  our  fasting  pickets.     It  was  n< 
ours  this  night ;  we  were  simply  a  post  or  gua 
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Maxim  and  Gun  Section  which  was  entrenched  by  the 
kraal  wall,  but  it  was  a  part  of  our  duty  to  challenge, 
and  to  inquire  the  business  of  visitors  crossing  our  post. 
Corporal  Green  was  in  charge  of  our  picket ;  L.  Morris 
and  Kelsey  were  the  others.  I  was  third  relief,  and  it 
was  a  desperately  cold  watch,  but  that  is  anticipating. 
Kelsej,  who  had  second  rebef,  interested  himself  in 
sapphes  in  the  farm  outhouses.  When  he  woke  the 
corporal  and  me,  Green  asked  him  if  he  had  anything 
bnportant  to  report.  "  Only  a  most  unaccountable  dis- 
feorbance  among  the  fowls/*  Kelsey  said  gravely.  Kelsey 
vaited  for  me  to  take  up  the  guard  at  the  gum-tree 
plantation  hard  by  the  farmhouse,  and  he  secretly 
reported  to  me  that  he  had  bagged  four  fowls  from  a 
litile  eucalyptus  tree,  and  that  he  and  a  Leinster  picket, 
who  had  unexpectedly  been  drawn  up  over  the  rise  by 
Ihe  sound  of  fateful  squawking,  had  also  broken  into  a 
■toceroom  where  they  had  found  "oodles"  of  fine 
mealie  meal !  This  was  good  enough  for  very  much 
underfed  men — members  of  "the  Starving  Eighth,*' — but 
it  smelt  of  rank  mutiny,  not  to  speak  of  burglary,  under 
the  stringent  regulations  in  force.  Kelsey  pleaded, 
ballied,  and  threatened,  and  taking  the  circumstances 
into  consideration  I  juggled  with  my  conscience,  con- 
cluded that  the  general  order  must  be  wrong  and  not  my 
comrade. 

"Oh  whftfc  a  tangled  web  we  weave. 
When  first  we  praclioc  to  deceive  t  '* 


I  had  marched  up  and  do^*n  my  post  a  half-dozen  times 
when  I  came  near  to  taking  a  shot  at  a  Leinster  who 
furtively  advanced  from  the  far  edge  of  the  kopje.  More 
Ijaiiisters  followed  him — more  than  a  half  a  dozen.  I 
mid^  *'  My  friend,  this  can't  be  done — go  away."  He 
aaid,  •*  Please,  sorr,  we  arr  very  hoongry."  I  replied, 
**Biit  thia  is  too  thick."  He  mumbled  something 
about  "half  a  pound  of  flour  and  no  fuel."  "Ye 
wadn'i    aiud    ua    back    mipty    now,    wud    ye?"      He 
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added  pensively,  '*  There's  some  praties  there,  b( 
"  You're  a  nuisance,  a  confounded  nuisance,"  1 1* 
"Ah,   thin,   sure   T   knew  ye   wouldn't  sind  us 
I   said,   **  Send    those   men   down    over    the    kc 
they  don't  go  I  shall  fire,  and  then  there*ll  be  t 
to  pay  with  you  all ;  you  yourself  may  come  b 
you  may  see  what's  there.**     He  soon  arranged  * 
friends  and  came  back.     I  said,  "  Look  here,  . 
iniquity  is  too  great  for  one  watch  to  bear  all 
self.     You  can  take  a  bag  of   '  praties  *  and  a 
meal,  and  if  you  want  more  yon  must  come  in 
relief.     If  you  come  again  on  mine  I  should 
to  take  you  for  a  Boer."     "  That's  handsome," 
He  dragged  out  of  the  dark  a  small  bag  of  pota 
ran  with  it  over  the  edge  of  the  clifif  and  retumi 
the  meal.    He  chose  a  small  ba^  in  the  far  cor 
shouldered  it,  remarking  that  it  was  very  heavy, 
cleared  out  down  the  kopje.     I  thought  that  I  a! 
no  more  of  him,  but  in  that  I  was  mistaken; 
twenty  minutes  he  came  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
did  not  show  himself,  but  whistled,  fifwooit!  fi\ 
would  not  be  drawn,  and  challenged  him  loudly. 
surprise  he  replied  and  then  gave  the  necessar) 
sign.    He  brought  out  of  the  shadows,  into  then 
his  sack  of  meal,  and  plumped  it  down  by  me 
swearing,  and  out  of  breath.     "  Begorra  it's  cii 
that's  in  the  sack."     I  examined  it,  and  sure  < 
was  Portland  cement,  which  in  the  darkness  o 
he  had  mistaken  for  meal.     He  knew,  he  said 
other  sacks  contained  meal,  **  and  I'm  not  aff 
ciniint ;  it  might  go  harrud  wi*  me  if  I  did ;  it's 
after,  and  we  must  change  it,  sor."     I  was  tryii 
from  laughing,  but  I  said,  **  For  goodness'  sake 
about  it."    He  lost  no  time  in  going  to  help  I 
the  right  thing,  and  I  suppose  he  got  it,  for  I  s« 
more.     I  was  not  guard  over  the  house  or  farm 
was  an  outpost  only ;  that  there  was  a  farmh< 
was  an  accident  of  circumstances.    That  the 
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were  very  anti-English  and  would  sell  nothing  to  us.  and 
stated  that  they  had  nothing,  were  facts  that  weighed 
with  me  in  the  part  I  took  in  the  incidents  I  have 
described.  The  Gun  Section,  sleeping  by  its  Maxim,  at 
one  end  of  the  sentry's  beat,  heard  nothing  of  all  this,  or 
if  they  did  they  kept  discreetly  silent. 

kl  woke  Morris  and  turned  in,  but  by  reason  of  the 
tense  cold  it  was  a  very  restless  four  hours  for  me.  I 
m  wakeful,  and  glad  when,  from  five  to  seven  a.m.,  my 
turn  came  again.  Everything — roofs,  trees,  and  veldt — 
wns  glistening  white  in  frost  and  the  morning  moonlight. 
The  many  lurid  veldt  fires,  the  accompaniment  of  my 
previous  watch,  had  been  frozen  out.  I  now  watched 
the  dawn,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  I  have  ever  seen, 
a  stretching  range  of  dark  purple  mountains,  and  thin, 
kyw  banks  of  mist,  in  line  against  a  cold  sky  of  merged 
OTAnge  and  da£fodil,  with  one  great  morning  star  like  a 
bright  but  fading  lamp.  Was  it  the  passing  glory  of  a 
•'  Bird  of  God  "  ?    Out  to  the  ridge 

**  three  times  I  went 
•  *  ■  .  • 

To  drink  his  beauty  to  my  loul^s  oontaoi.** 

le  SUB  delayed  long  as  if  loath  to  eclipse  such  an 
exquisite  expression  of  loveliness. 

At  seven  we  rolled  up  our  blankets  and  dropped  down 
the  boulder-strewn  chff  side  to  camp.  Kelsey  and  I  had 
&□  altercation  over  the  doubtful  proceedings  of  last  night, 
boi  after  all  I  think  his  view  of  the  case  had  more  of 
oommonsenso  in  it  than  my  own,  and  "what's  done  is 
done !  *'  Besides,  Kelsey's  pot  of  peace  smells  so  savoury 
after  the  eternal  stewed  mutton.  I  fear  it  is  chicken 
broth,  but  we  must  not  inquire  too  deeply!  Think  of 
hot.  sweet  porridge  this  frosty  morning!  Never,  never 
more  will  I  blatne  Bsau ! 

We  next  fell  in  for  stables.  Bugle  calls  have  been 
discontinued ;  nevertheless,  the  men  have  to  turn 
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and  I  was  one  of  those  told  off  to  lift  him  in  a  I 
helpless  and  stifif,  into  a  waggon.     I  tremble  to  t 
the  jolting    his    poor    limbs    must  have   had ! 
particularly  painful  to  see  him  lying  on  the  top 
kits,  when  the  horses  had  to  gallop,  down  and 
steep  approaches  of  the  drift,  the  spruit  crossi 
Morgan  is  ill,  and  there  is  some  fever  among  tl 
"WTiiJe  we  waited  in  the  road,  to  learn  where  our  c 
ground  was,  a  part  of  General  Bundle's  Division 
down   the   Hammonia  main   road,  in    the   dire< 
Ficksbnrg.     They  camped  a  short  way  on.     Th 
the  Scots  Guards  and  other  infantry,  a  battery  of 
and  other  troops. 

Coming  to  Hammonia,  we  passed  the  Colonial  ] 
camped  at  our  left.  In  one  of  our  flank  guards 
came  to  grief  in  a  quicksand  of  the  spruit. 

Eelsey  came  into  camp  this  morning ;  he  and  \ 
were  covered  with  mud.  He  barely  managed  tc 
horse  out  of  the  quicksand,  and  wiien  he  did,  it  v 
done  up.  He  was  left  far  behind,  and  finally  had 
with  the  Hants  I.Y.  He  was  told  a  sad  story  t\n 
young  Hants  Yeoman  who  foil  behind  his  coin 
horse  being  lame.  Two  Boers  stalked  him  and  t 
through  the  head.  Some  Kaffirs  buried  him  and 
it.  Hie  Company  went  to  see  if  it  were  true,  t 
was  exhumed,  and  the  Kaffirs*  statement  verified, 
story  goes. 

I  was  grazing  guard  all  the  morning.  & 
strayed  from  the  Une  last  night  and  she  coul< 
found. 

In  the  afternoon  Sergt. -Major  Cowan  read  out 
conditions   for  joining,  and  the   inducements  o 
join,  the  New  Police  at  Pretoria.    About  ten  of 
gave  in  their  names  (Palmer,  Fowler,  Heame, 
Robinson,  Tomliuson,  Davis,  Patterson  and  othi 

We  were  ordered  to  hold  ourselves  in  readini 
out  to  storm  some  hill,  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
tion  with  infantry.     This  action  was  postponed. 
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We  have  come  into  touch  with  Bxtpplies :  to-day  we  were 
served  with  full  rations,  the  firat  time  for  a  long  spelL 
Wo  were  favoured  with  a  double  ration  of  beef  and  a 
ration  of  rum  !  Green  finds  himself  confirmed  as 
Sergeant,  in  Section  II. 

Newnham  has  been  busy  getting  remounts  from  the 
remount  kraal ;  Palmer  and  Tomlinson  have  been  helping 
him. 

We  marched  to-day,  starting  at  8.30  a.m..  from  Ham-  i^^, 
monia  to  Willow  Grange.  It  was  only  five  or  six  miles, 
but  it  was  a  long  six  miles  for  my  mare  and  me.  All 
available  horses  and  men  of  our  Section  formed  a  portion 
of  the  advance  guard.  Newnham  gave  me  a  good-looking 
little  remount,  but  I  rode  my  poor  dear  little  mare  for  the 
last  time.  All  the  work  she  can  do  she  has  done.  I 
found  her  this  morning  tied  in  the  Kent  lines.  She  is  on 
her  last  legs.  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of  parting  with  her, 
she  has  done  her  duty  so  willingly,  so  faithfully  and  truly 
through  danger  and  hard  times.  From  Salisbury  Plain 
to  Ficksburg  Plain,  it  is  a  far  cry  1  Poor  httle  horse  I 
Mr.  Newnham  was  very  kind  about  it.  He  makes  it  a 
hsbit  to  know  all  about  every  horse  in  his  lines,  and  values 
ibem  accordingly.  He  said,  "We  won't  turn  her  adrift, 
Comer,  you  must  let  me  send  her  to  Ficksburg."  I  did 
not  ride  my  remount  to-day  because  while  he  is  a  hand- 
some, hardy  little  chap,  he  has  a  callosity  on  his  back  just 
where  the  bridge  of  the  saddle  would  come,  and  I  wished 
Mr.  Newnham  to  examine  him  before  I  rode  him,  or  I 
might  become  responsible  for  a  very  sore  back.  So  Mr. 
Newnham  made  me  one  of  the  remount  leaders  for  the 
dny.  I  had  three  restless  tugging  horses  to  lead,  and 
being  in  full  marching  order  besides,  I  bad  one  of  the 
worst  days  of  the  campaign.  We  had  two  long  delays  at 
the  drifts.  This  Willow  Grange  Camp  is  in  a  narrow 
VftUey  or  pass,  which  is  the  beginning  of  that  narrower  nek 
from  which  the  Hammonia-Ficksburg  road  debouches  into 
the  circumscnbed  Ficksburg  plain.  The  weather  looked 
very  threatening,  and  I  took  the  precaution  of  reserving 
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On  the  heights  of  one  of  the  great  encirclin 
was  a  Cossack  post  from  34th  Company.  They 
view  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Brune  and  Ne 
having  no  particular  duty,  rode  out  in  the  dire 
the  firing.  I  noted  and  pointed  out  to  my  con 
a  remarkahle  natural  effigy  in  the  precipitous  cliff 
resembling  a  knight  in  armour  taking  his  rest. 

In  this  camp  there  were  more  tents  than  I  1 
seen  in  any  one  camp  on  the  campaign  since  "N 
There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  view  f 
grazing  ground,  and  there  must  have  been  mai 
The   belt   of   level   grass  land  on  which  the  ca 
pitched  was  not  more  than  a  quarter  of   a  mi 
and  was  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  deep  dong 
spruit,  and  almost  enclosed  by  the  walls  of  grei 
It  would  be  impossible  for  a  number  of  me 
banded  together,  as  we  have  been,  without  some 
sooner  or  later  among  the   fellows  certain   nic 
Here  are  a  few  that  have  (or  had,  one  must  sad 
some)  common  acceptance  in  our  company.     *'  Ti 
"Father,"    "Cherub,"    "Sally    Lunn."    "Bard 
kins,"  "BoBcoe,"   "Micky,"    "Coby."   "White 
"  Black  Scott  "  or  "  T.  A.,"  "  Daisy,"  "  Rosie,"  ' 
deen,"  "  Weary  WiUy,"  "  Stones,"  "  Cardinal,"* 
"Mellins,"  "Brat,"  "The  Kid/'  "Squash,"  & 
man  who  went  about  with  a  belt  stuck  full  of  su( 
brae  as  knives,  spoons,  corkscrews,  and  combinal 
was  called  "  Mappin  "  for  short.  i 

At  2.30  p.m.  those  of  us  on  grazing  guard 
there  was  a  sudden  stir  in  camp,  and  in  a  few 
the  Sergeant-Major  was  furiously  blowing  his  wl 
shouting  "  Horses  in  !  "  We  made  all  haste  to 
we  were  alive  to  the  fact  that  orders  that  woulc 
afar  were  liable  to  come  upon  us  at  any  momer 
was  that  we  soon  found  ourselves,  camp  and  al 
trek  eastward.  In  less  than  an  hour  we  were 
column  for  the  march.  This  was  an  advance 
enemy's  country.    We  went  only  three  miles 
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camped  at  a  farm  on  a  hillside  at  4.30.  Here,  among 
the  advance  guard,  there  was  a  scramble  for  &rewood. 
The  heavy  rain  of  last  night  had  prevented  us  from  pro- 
conng  anything  warm  to  oat  or  to  drink,  and  the  sight  of 
good  firewood  was  full  of  suggestion.  There  were  some 
moet  exciting  sucking-pig  chases.  The  farmhouse  was 
ipty  of  everything  and  deserted.  Immediately  upon 
ihing  camp  six  of  us,  under  Corporal  Kirby,  were 
led  for  a  double  picket  post  for  the  summit  of  a 
large  kopje  to  the  north  of  camp.  Christy,  Morris, 
Haame.  Homcastle,  Pyecroft,  and  I  were  warned  to 
be  ready  to  go  with  Mr.  Newnham  at  6.30.  Kelsey 
waa  again  told  off  to  take  a  pack-horse  with  our  blankets. 
The  trip  up  the  kopje  was  very  similar  in  its  difficulties 
and  incidents  to  the  one  I  described  at  length  on  July  14th, 
only  Mr,  Newnham  was  this  time  afoot.  Having  nothing 
to  carry,  he  outstripped  several  of  the  men.  All  of  us 
were  puffing  and  blowing  in  the  race  up.  Mr.  Newnham 
rallied  the  laggards  sharply,  but  not  unkindly.  He  had 
ao  indescribable  way  of  hauling  us  very  much  over  the 
coals  without  giving  real  offence,  and  of  making  us  to 
strive  to  do  better. 


'*  Having  first  within  hia  ken 
What  a  man  might  do  with  men.** 

Almost  at  the  simmiit  of  the  kopje  we  came  upon  a 
deserted  kraal,  where  he  posted  us.  The  sentry-beat 
was  a  very  long  one,  and  two  sentries  had  to  march  in 
opposite  directions  for  two  hundred  yards  or  more  and 
retom  to  meet  at  a  spot  to  be  agreed  upon.  Newnham 
left  us  with  many  injunctions.  We  were  right  in  the 
enemy's  position,  he  said,  and  must  watch,  watch, 
watch  1  With  that  he  bade  us  good-night  and.  with 
Kelsey,  returned  to  the  camp.  The  post  had  eaten 
Boercely  anything  all  the  day,  and  now  with  fuel  and 
water  we  had  brought  up  we  cooked  good,  hot  coffee. 
What  a  God-send  it  was  !  Morris  and  I  got  second  relief, 
aoid  we  helped  the  first  rehef  with  their  cooking.     We 

U 
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lighted  onr  fires  behind  the  highest  stone  walli 
kraals  that  we  coald  find.  During  the  first  watcl 
were  several  sharp  showers,  but  it  cleared  to  an  < 
brightneHH  and  freshness  towards  morning.  Itwi 
and  wakeful  night. 
JvSjH.  Morris  and   I   turned  in   from  our  second  \ 

4  a.m.,  but  at  daylight    I    got  up  and  made  6 
coffee  and   found   something  to  eat.     Our  thii 
came  from  eight  to  ten,  and  we  expected  to  be 
by  a  new  picket  before  that  hour.     At  nine  o'cloc 
and  I  stood  together  at  a  gap  in  an  old  stone  ws 
morning  was  fresh   and  clear  beyond  descriptit 
watched  the  camp,  with  its  rows  of  white,  point 
basking  in  the  quiet  sunshine  four  or  five  hunc 
below,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  away,  the  air  e 
Bitely  clear  and  limpid  that  the  scene  had  the  ap 
of  a  miniature  close  at  hand.     Hardly  the  minut 
was  lost.     The  curhng  smoke  of  cooking  fires ; 
paration  of  relieving  pickets ;   the  groups  of  ho 
now  and-  then  a  man  moving  upon  an  occasion 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  peaceful.     To 
front  we  had  a  view  up   the  valley  towards  I 
Krans,  which  was  circimiscribed  by  kopjes  froi 
five  miles  away.     I  was  writing  my  diary,  betwe* 
of  conversation  with  my  fellow-guard,  resting  i 
on  a  stone  of  the  wall,  and  I  had  written  the  i 
"  In  less  than  an  hour  we  were  ready  in  columi 
march,"  under  yesterday's  date,  when  I  heard  thi 
ing  of  a  shell  and  saw  one  burst  in  mid  air,  a 
half    a    mile    short    of    the    tents.     *' Boers!' 
ejaculated  Jaconically.     "Yes,  yes!"  I  replied, 
citement.      I  don't  know  what  freak  seized  n: 
continued  my  writing,  and  this  is  the  mad  thir 
set  down  : — "  As  I  wrote  the  last  word  a  Boer  si 
across  the  valley  and  struck  our  camp^about 
short.     Another  came  !  '*     I  think  it  was  that  I  ' 
compress  more  than  1  was  able  to  do  in  a  short 
as  if  I  had  taken  in  the  whole  situation  with  thi 
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le  Bbell,  and  was  exaltant  over  a  fiuke,  like  a  small  boy 
rho  has  been  missed  at  '*  cork-abouts  "  :  a  sort  of  '*  Ah  1 
never  touched  me,  see  !  *  or  '*  You  can't  shoot  for  nuts  !  " 
After  perpetrating  the  bull  1  crammed  my  paper  and 
pencil  into  my  pocket  and  shouted  to  tlie  fellows  in 
Uie  kzaal :  '*  Guard  turn  out !  The  beggars  are  sheliiug 
camp  1  **  We  could  detect  no  movement  on  the  kopjes, 
there  was  not  the  sign  of  an  enemy  ;  but  as  shell  followed 
shell  we  made  out  the  vicious  little  spurt  or  jet  of  flame 
that  betrayed  a  gun  in  action  on  a  kopje  from  two  to  three 
miles  to  our  left,  due  east  of  camp.  While  the  first  shell 
burst  at  least  a  half  mile  short,  and  could  have  been 
noticed  but  by  a  very  few  in  camp,  the  second  overshot 
the  tents  by  a  few  yards  only,  and  we  could  note  the 
instant  commotion  that  it  caused. 

Conaidering  the  unexpectedness  of  the  assault,  the 
morements  in  camp,  if  hurried,  were  executed  with  leas 
oonfosion  than  might  have  been  anticipated.  It  was 
instantly  seen  that  the  hrst  object  to  be  aimed  at  was  the 
toval  of  camp,  especially  the  horse  and  transport  lines 
'woond  the  foot  of  the  hill  south-westward.  A  couple  of 
hundred  yards  would  put  them  under  cover.  Before  this 
movement  was  concluded  several  shells  had  pitched  into 
the  heart  of  camp,  but,  strange  to  tell,  no  one  was  touched. 
There  were  exceedingly  narrow  escapes,  as  there  always 
are  under  such  circumstances,  but  no  casualty.  One  of 
Iba  nemtest  shaves  made  a  rather  amusing  incident.  Our 
code,  an  old  Burmah  infantryman,  was  just  missed  by  a 
iheil,  which  buried  itself  in  the  earth  almost  at  his  feet 
bat  did  not  explode.  He  thought  that  this  shell  would 
be  a  fitting  souvenir  of  the  occasion  if  he  could  but  get  it, 
10  down  he  went  on  his  knees  digging  with  a  long  knife 
in  the  grass.  As  he  was  thus  occupied  a  second  shell 
Itmck  within  a  few  feet  of  the  &:&t,  whizzing  past  his 
back  with  a  spite  that  must  have  annoyed  him,  judging 
bom  the  remarks  he  made  at  the  time.  Luckily  for  him, 
it  aifo  did  not  burst.  These  minor  particulars  were 
nialed  to  me  when  our  relieved  picket  had  returned  to 
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camp,  and  after  the  Boer  gun  had  been  sild 
own  artillery  from  a  position  to  our  south. 
Morris  and  I  still  remained  on  guard ;  tl^ 
picket,  to  the  neglect  of  their  half-finisbe 
busied  themselves  with  rolling  up  and  rerno^ 
as  they  hswi.  Heame,  who,  before  the  she 
bad  gone  some  distance  to  the  north  of  i 
search  of  water,  now  ran  up  breathlessly  wit 
he  had  sighted  two  Boer  scouts  to  our  no 
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X  Where  Heame  reported  (wo  Boon. 
Farm  at  which  Christ;  and  Hearne  fired. 


their  way  west  towards  the  rear  of  our  lin 
hurried  towards  the  north  side  of  the  sumu: 
nothing,  but  around  about  a  farmhouse,  sever 
feet  below,  to  the  north-west  were  a  smaU 
unmounted  Boers  moving,  as  if  they  had  been 
disturbed  by  the  noise  of  the  artillery.  Mo 
earnestly  counselled  that  they  should  not  be 
for  there  were  farms  in  this  neighbourhood  tt 
neutrality,  but  the  sound  of  ride-fire  above  i 
south  of  the  camp  seemed  to  excite  Christy  a 
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to  the  point  of  pntting  in  a  half  a  dozen  or  so  shots,  upon 
the  chance  that  they  were  hostile.  The  men  very  quickly 
ran  in  or  behind  the  house,  and  one  came  out  almost 
immediately  waving  a  white  sheet,  when  our  two  men  at 
once  "ceased  fire."  The  corporal  during  this  affair  was 
in  our  kraal  below,  receiving  the  new  picket  under 
Corporal  Barton,  which  had  just  arrived. 

The  old  picket  now  made  all  haste  to  return  to  the 
camp,  &lled  with  anxiety  to  find  out  what  had  happened 
to  our  own  things,  saddlery,  horses,  &c.  After  a  long 
search,  in  a  heap  of  miscellaDeous  things,  I  found  most  of 
my  belongings.  My  kit  valise  remained  where  I  had  left 
it,  and  close  by  it,  I  found,  embedded  in  the  grass,  the 
circular  base  of  a  shell.  I  judged  that  it  was  perhaps 
fortunate  that  I  had  been  on  outpost  duty.  One  shell 
had  ripped  through  a  tent,  and  almost  every  shell  must 
have  passed  through  the  tent  lines.  The  Boer  marksman- 
ship had  been  uncommonly  accurate  and  one  had  to 
bsten  half  the  morning  to  tales  of  miraculous  escapes. 

About  eleven  o'clock  General  Bundle  and  his  staff  rode 
in  to  inspect  the  position  of  our  new  camp,  and  he 
inquired  in  a  very  kindly  manner  of  the  extent  of  damage 
done.  The  wind  was  blowing  briskly  by  now,  and  shortly 
after  General  Bundle  passed  through,  a  grass  fire,  which 
started  at  the  officers'  cook-house,  roared  fiercely  up  the 
steep  side  of  the  kopje.  The  Captain  and  a  Sergeant  or 
two  ftbooted  for  the  men  to  fall  in  with  blanket  or  sack 
to  fight  the  fire.  It  was  hot,  breathless,  smutty  work, 
this  fire  racing  and  fighting,  up  the  kopje,  but  we  got  the 
bael  of  it  about  three  hundred  feet  up.  In  a  wind  these 
veldt  fires  spread  with  terrific  rapidity,  and  with  a  roar 
uid  crackling  that  is  alarming. 

In  the  afternoon  Boiler  rode  in  with  the  men  of 
Section  I.  As  they  came  up  we  gave  them  a  ringing 
cheer,  for  we  had  begun  to  be  anxious  about  our  comrades, 
the;  bad  been  absent  since  July  Idtb.  They  had  now 
come  in  with  a  laden  convoy  from  Senekal.  They  had 
takcQ  with  them  empty  waggons.    There  were  twenty- 
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eight  guards  altogether,  eighteen  of  RollerS 
Section  I.,  and  ten  of  Driscoll's  Scouts,  I  thh 
was  a  very  risky  bit  of  work,  and  from  the  oa 
qnirics  that  went  about  before  his  arrival,  I  fai 
thought  so  too. 

Newnham  contemplated  sending  three  of') 
under  Napier  into  Ficksburg  for  the  purpose  of 
few  supplies,  and  he  told  me  I  might  join  the 
take  my  mare  with  me.  I  was  desirous  of  leavi 
possible,  with  Challis  at  Mitchell's  Mills.  ( 
19th.) 


A  MuiiMXti  Sta«t. 


To  fac*  ]iO{)«  215. 


An  ExauKH  Mahh  aftku  Sbvkn  Months'  Weae  am*  Tkak. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


HOW  WE   RODE  TO  FOURIESBDRO 


rilHERE  was  very  little  to  do  in  the  morning.  There  jSJgs. 
-*-  wss  an  early  rumour  of  movement  which  caused 
Newnham  to  postpone  the  trip  to  Ficksburg.  One  of  the 
gaidea  attached  to  the  brigade  was  a  Johannesburg 
photographer  named  Harris,  and  I  got  him  to  photograph 
my  mare,  and  I  paid  him  in  advance  for  copies.* 

At  two  o*ctock  a  very  sudden  order  came  to  us  from 
Headquarters  to  strike  camp  at  once,  and  proceed  by  way 
of  Willow  Grange  towards  Ficksburg.  At  the  former 
place  we  had  to  wait  an  hour,  and  in  that  time  we  found 
oat  that  the  movement  was  a  general  one.  Troops  came 
&om  all  quarters  of  our  line  to  this  rendezvous.  I  was 
riding  my  new  pony,  having  had  my  numnah  cut,  and 
my  saddle  restuffed  with  a  hollow  to  fit  the  callosity  on 
his  bftck.  But  for  that  one  blemish  he  was  as  good  a  little 
bocBe  as  I  could  wish  to  have — strong,  willing,  and  fast.  I 
was  fortunate,  for  there  were  better  men  than  me  afoot 
that  afternoon.  Dear  old  T.  A.  Scott  and  Palmer  were, 
through  some  misfortune,  leading  damaged  horses  in  the 
colamn  that  day.  *'  T.  A./'  who  had  the  reputation  that 
Doihing  couid  ru^e  him,  had  a  test  put  upon  him  by  way 
o(  a  joke  by  some  of  the  men.  Several,  one  after  the 
other,  asked  him  to  lead  some  lame  horse,  until  he  had 
five  or  six  ;  to  each  man  he  would  give  the  same  pleasant 
smile,  or,  "Why,  yes,  certainly,  old  chap;  it's  all  in  the 
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contract ! "     Nothing    seemed    to   down   him  or 
him.     He  presently  eanght  us  laughing,  and  thi 
was  disclosed.     He  enjoyed  it  jnst  as  much  as  tfc 
of  us.* 

Under  Newnham,  34th  became  right  flank  gui 
the  immense  column   on   the    march    through  "S 
Grange  Pass.     It  was  very  dark   before  we   deb< 
into  the  Ficksburg  plain,  but  we  kept  on  and  o: 
the    word  went   round   that   it   would   be  an  all 
march,  and  where  we  should  find  ourselves  by  m 
no  man  knew.     After  Willow  Grange  had  been 
by  the  whole  column,  we  closed  in  and  took  up  ou 
as  part  of  it,   with   our  own  Company  waggons 
roads   were   bad   and  very  deeply  rutted;   they  \ 
places  become  like  small   railway  cuttings  throu 
veldt,  by  reason  of  much  waggon  tra£[ic  and  subs 
rains  carr3ring  ofF  the  loose   soil.     It  was  no  s 
therefore  to  see  some  of  the  waggons  capsize.     0 
kit  waggon   was   one  of  the   unfortunate    ones. 
moment  Newnham   was    there,   rippmg   out   the 
which  held  the  cover.     *'  Now,  Corner,  in  you  g( 
out   those    confounded    kits.**     "Now    boys,    pu 
shoulder  to  it,  there  !  "     In  a  half  an  hour  we  1: 
packed,  heaved  the  waggon  bodily  out,  and  repa 
and  were  on  the  trudge  again  with  a  "You  n 
think    yourselves    luckier    than    those    poor    de 
Kents ;  their  waggon  is  broken  down!"     Two  c 
miles  north  of  Ficksburg  we  came  upon  a  camp ; 
ofiicer  directed  us  on  to  a  road  almost  in  an 
direction,  and  on  we  went,  hour  after  hour,  pai 
the  north  side  of  Zout  Kop  (see  June  23rd,  plai 
stupendous   block  of  stone,  upon  a  pyramidal 
under  stratum  and  d^hris^  and  upon  the  suuirait  o 
no  man  has  ever  set  foot,  so  overhanging  are  if 

*  T,  A.  Scott's  de&Ui  was  the  cause  of  mach  sorrow  among  his 
He  rode  Ln  the  tiring  line,  ill  and  run  down,  wiUi  the  same  bapp 
up  to  five  days  before  his  death  of  enteric,  at  Winburg,  Deceinbe 
Palmer  became  one  of  the  mottt  distinguished  of  the  Company. 
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It  was  our  first  near  acquaintance  with  it.  We  gazed  up 
at  it  with  a  wonder  mixed  with  curiosity,  for  it  was  from 
its  omphalos  that  the  Boer  guns  had  so  long  commanded 
the  eastward  passes,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  plain 
of  Ficksburg.  We  were  skirting  to  the  south  of  the 
Rooi  Erans  and  Wittebergen,  The  southern  ends  of 
those  great  landmarks  I  described  on  July  15th:  now  their 
lower  ramparts  of  great  bergs  loomed  up  at  our  left  hand. 
The  sky  was  all  aflame  with  the  glow  of  innumerable 
veldt  fires.  Clouds  of  smoke  drifted  over  the  mountain 
sides — we  heard  the  roar  and  crackling  of  those  fires  near 
ua,  and  they  lit  up  men's  faces,  and  made  weird  shadows, 
and  for  miles  on  miles  we  could  see  others  rolling  up  the 
great  hills  in  front,  like  wriggling,  glowing,  brazen  ser- 
pents. It  was  a  sight  that  filled  us  with  awe,  the 
remembrance  of  the  furnace  lights  of  Pittsburg  or  of 
Dowlais  seemed  insignificant  by  comparison.  We  went 
on  through  the  deep,  dark  defile  of  Conmiando  Nek,  out 
on  to  the  irregular  valleys  beyond,  nearing  the  Caledon 
River.  Here  at  two  o'clock  in  the  ruoming  we  halted. 
There  was  no  camp,  it  was  simply  a  halt  for  the  purpose 
of  feeding  and  resting  weary  animals  for  an  hour  or  twa 
We  got  some  horse  feed,  but  nothing  to  eat  or  drink  for 
ourselves  ;  we  were  told  not  to  off  saddle,  the  horses  were 
tied  in  line,  ready  for  instant  use,  the  men  were  allowed 
to  get  their  blankets,  and  they  lay  down  in  the  frost  and 
slept  like  logs,  for  they  were  very  weary.  We  had  three 
hours'  rest. 

Beveille  was  at  5  a.m.,  and  we  were  all  ready  in  a  few  JuiyM. 
minutes  for  the  continuation  of  the  march.  A  little 
biscuit  and  water  was  all  we  had.  We  waited,  however, 
for  dawn  and  for  the  waggons  which  had  to  be  loaded. 
The  sunrise  was  very  lovely  ;  indeed,  daylight  revealed  a 
mock  glorious  view,  behind  us  great  battiemented  bergs, 
doae-k^ped  beyond  by  a  wild  and  rugged  range  of 
moan  tains.  In  front,  across  the  Caledon,  was  the  long, 
■ienra-Uke  range  of  the  Maluti  Mountains,  with  the 
daintiesi  sweeps,  caps,  and  touches  of  snow  upon  their 
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Newnham  and  told  him  that  Driscoirs  Scouts,  ^, 
come  by  another  road,  already  held  a  position  juat 
but  not  in  the  town,  and  we  could  hear  the  sound  a 
mittent  firing — but  the  Boers  had  fled.  We  sa^ 
on  the  eastern  uplands,  but  they  cleared,  and  in 
minutes  we  saw  a  column,  with  a  General  and  a  ( 
its  head,  coming  in  from  a  north-westerly  dij 
This  proved  to  be  General  Hunter.  Newnham 
once  to  call  in  his  outpost  (for  it  was  a  multitu* 
was  coming,  and  the  outpost  was  no  longer  need) 
we  saw  the  interesting  and  happy  omened  ceren 
Hunter  joining  hands  with  Eundle  in  the  town  sq 

When  we  galloped  in  no  English  force  was 
town,  nor  could  I  discover  that  there  had  been 
By    our  comingj   ninety-eight  English    prisoner 
released,  and  we  got  a  welcome  from  some  few 
inhabitants  of  the  town.     We  arrived  about  three 
Eighteen  of  Company  34  arrived  with  the  General 
half  a  dozen  officers.    The  names  of  those  of  our  ci 
who  were  in  the  first  flight  are:  Brune  (captain),  Ne 
(lieutenant),  Thornton,  lialli,  Heenan,  Burrows,  \ 
Paparritor,  Roberts,  Walker,    Rhodes,  Davern, 
Davis,  Jacoby,  Tomlinson,   Gray,  Patterson,  an 
and  a  man  named  Stewart,  a  scout  attached  to  m 
date.     Roller  (Lieutenant),  J.  Morgan,  and  E.  ( 
were  sent  back,  and  the  following  came  up  as  sti 
owing  to  their  horses  giving  out :  Napier,  Green 
Morris,    Edmondston,    Faber,    Kirby,    Hobbs, 
Mcllwraith,  and  Groome. 

We  remained  saddled,  but  with  girths  loosened 
about  in  one  of  the  principal  streets.  A  few  a 
were  allowed  to  go  and  see  what  could  be  pu 
*'  The  early  bird  catches  the  worm."  We  were  f< 
in  getting  plenty  of  good  bread-and-butter  and 
pork.  There  were  no  rations  to  be  had,  nor  we 
likely  to  be  any ;  our  waggons  were  yet  far  awa 
south-west.  Two  old  British  soldier  settlers. 
Black  Watch  and  an  old  Blue,  of  the  name  o; 
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and  their  families,  obtained  boiling  water  for  ns  for 
coffee,  and  other  little  luxuries.  All  this  was  delightfal 
to  half -famished  men.  Newnham  presently  took  ns  to 
an  empty  honse  and  told  ns  to  make  oorselves  com- 
fortable, which  it  is  needless  to  say  we  did.  Jacoby's 
gentle  gibe  was  always  ready.  He  said  we  should  have 
ft  "  high  pork  tea/*  but  correcting  himself,  said  that  a 
"pork  high  tea"  would  he  better.  Of  hot  coffee  we 
again  drank  deep  and  appreciatively ;  tins  of  jam  and 
sardines  were  contributed  from  saddle  wallets,  and  a 
lacky  few  had  discovered  eggs,  so  for  an  hour  or  two 
we  feasted.  Many  troops  were  coming  up,  but  they 
mostly  halted  and  camped  in  the  outskirts.  Of  our 
Company  there  were  now  thirty.  Some  of  us  that  night 
were  on  stable  guard,  but  the  majority  soon  rolled  up 
in  blankets  on  the  floors  and  slept.  All  last  night,  it 
was  said,  the  town  was  being  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 
I  was  told  that  some  thousands  of  burghers  went  out  in 
haste,  under  cover  of  darkness. 
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rjPHE   neighbourhood   in   the    morning  was   mt 
-^   with  military  goings  to  and  fro.     Fouriesburj 
ummportant  little  place  built  upon  the  foothills 
big  bastions  of  the  Brandwater  Basin,  about  four 
miles  from  the  Basutoland  border.    Eastward  anc 
of  east  of  town  is  a  very  remarkable  and  gran 
down  a  long,  wide,  and  deep   basin  or  canon.     ' 
part  of  the  Brandwater  Basin.     To  right  and  L 
enormous,   precipitous   bergs   and  boulder-strewi 
Some  are  square,  flat-topped  ramparts,  others  less 
but  not  less  rugged  or  forbidding.    Here  and  tl 
the    hollow  of  the    basin,  are    strange    conical 
surmounted    by    fantastic    tops    or    capstones 
represent  the  last  defiant  stand  of  the  remnant 
protecting  harder  stratum  against  the  sapping  ic 
of  endless  ages  of  seasons  upon  an   underlying 
stratum.     About  their  feet  wind  deep  watercoun 
dry  dongas,  which  have  their  sources  far  back 
lateral  recesses  of  the  basin,  in  hoek,  kloof,  and 
Military  progress  through  such  a  cotmtry  is  nee 
difficult  and  alow.     It  is  a   naturally  fortified 
Positions  are   to  be  found   there  that   might  c 
described   as   shellproof.     For  ambush  or  surpr 
command  or  defence  of  roads  and  ways,  no  more 
ocntours  could  be  devised.     It  was  as  if  a  w( 
and   idealised  geological  chart  of   some  far-ofif 
treeless  epoch  were  unrolled   before   us.    On   02 
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the  heights  of  huge  kopje-ends,  as  they  fell  down  in 
regular  auccession  on  either  bank  of  the  Caledon.  formed 
in  perspective  such  a  U.  each  gigantic  portals,  as  could 
only  baffle  any  merely  human  mind  that  would  compute 
earth's  history  in  years.  It  suggested  Time,  an  eternity 
of  time,  and  silence  and  indifference !  It  is  a  land  of 
grandly  simple  elements — 

**  Wonderful  to  the  sea's  edge  for  gloss  and  gloom." 

ftnd  the  sea  is  so  far  off,  so  non-existent,  so  impossible  in 
this  height  and  balk  of  earth,  as  to  seem  but  a  legend 
and  tradition,  thrust  back  until  wide  room  is  left  in  the 
imagination  for  the  mystery  of  morning  gloss  and  gloom 
to  extend. 

Our  Company  soon  received  orders  to  saddle  and  fall 
in  with  other  Imperial  Yeomanry  on  the  south-eastern 
^H  road,  towards  the  mouth  of  the  basin.  Here  we  halted 
^Bior  a  while,  until  many  other  troops  joined  us  from 
[  various  points — Artillery,  Imperial  Yeomanry,  and  In- 
^H  lantry  regiments — all  marching  in  close  order.  The  Scots 
^V  Guards  passed  us  to  the  sound  of  their  pipes.  Most  of 
r  the  troops  went  with  an  air  of  anticipation.  Next  the 
^K  Yeomanry  received  orders  for  a  reconnaissance  down  the 
^^baain.  Thirty-fourth  Company  was  the  centre  advance 
I  foard.  The  infantry  were  to  scale  the  heights  of  the  bergs 
to  the  right.  We  advanced  for  about  five  or  &L\  miles,  and 
we  could  observe  other  companies  strung  out  scouting  to 
right  and  left.  At  one  o'clock  we  halted  on  a  ridge  that 
ran  across  the  basin,  and  that  overlooked  a  sproit  to  our 
front.  Captain  Bnme  set  out  pickets  and  vedettes  along 
Lhift  ridge,  and  the  remainder,  about  twenty  men,  retired 
a  ball  a  mile,  under  Mr.  Newnham,  as  a  reserve.  Mr. 
BoUer  was  the  visiting  officer  of  the  posts.  E.  C.  Scott 
and  I  were  (old  off  for  the  central  outpost.  Our  official 
style  waa.  "  Picket  No.  2,  Vedette  1."  To  our  left  were 
Maikie  and  Edmondston;  our  right  support  was  hidden. 
Tike  reliefs  were  an  hour  off  and  an  hour  on — one  to 
stand  eeotry  while  the  other  held  the  two  horses  in  turn. 
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The  horses  ware  to  be  held  under  cover  of  the  di 
rut  or  cutting.      To  our  right   front  we  witr 
thrilling  piece   of   work.      A  small   patrol  (tu 
Company,  but  some  Colonial  Scouts)  were  adva 
ft  ridge  close  under  the  cliffs,  when,  as  they  ca 
the  skyline,  they  were  met  by  a  rapid  fusilad 
enemy.    Over  a  dozen  men  were  under  close 
there   was    nothing   to   be  done  but  to   gailo] 
range,  which  they  turned  to  do  at  a  great  pace, 
rode  the  fire  continued  with  increasing  rapidit; 
could  see  puffs  of  dust  spit  up  from  the  grou 
their  horses'  feet.     No  man  was  hurt,  althoug 
hundred  shots  were  fired,  but   one  or  two  ho 
hit,  one  so  badly  that  he  fell.     We  saw  the  of 
and  give  the  man  a  strap  to  hold,  and  they 
under  cover   together  unhurt.      We  were   jus 
range.     Lieutenant  Roller  had  warned  them  t] 
occupied  those  ridges. 

This  incident  was  a  sufficient  hint  to  us  to 
eyes  open,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  pinf 
a  distant  sniper  began.  Boiler  rode  by,  down 
urging  UB  to  be  wary.  Colonel  Mitford  and  t 
taut,  infrequent  visitors  to  our  firing  line,  paid 
post  a  call,  and  as  Colonel  Mitford  was  questic 
Captain  Brune  rode  up,  and  the  '*  ping-pong  " 
once  more.  "Dear  me,  Captain  Brune,  they 
sniping  our  pickets,"  the  Colonel  said.  Brum 
reply.  I  reported  that  the  enemy  could  be 
numbers  moving  about  in  the  front.  Once 
"ping-pong"  came,  when  the  Colonel  thou 
really  7fmst  be  potting  at  Captain  Brune, 
then  standing  a  little  way  off.  Brune  hen 
could  see  the  Boers  digging  trenches  on  the 
ridge  over  the  spruit.  The  visit  ended,  th( 
and  his  officers  returned  to  the  rear.  Scott  to 
and  the  intermittent  snipe  continued,  but  i 
molested  us ,  so  not  much  attention  was  pi 
What  was  much  more  interesting  was  that  1 
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coold  be  Been,  very  plainly,  by  aid  of  the  prismatic  glasses 
8ergeant  Green  had  lent  me,  moving  very  busily  about 
with  horses,  oxen,  and  waggons,  beyond  a  gap  between  a 
lacge  conical  kopje  (Schoenseg  Kopje)  and  some  cliffs  of  a 
berg  to  our  right  front.  I  walked  down  to  the  next  post 
and  reported  this  to  Meikle. 

About  four  or  five  o'clock  our  own  post  was  relieved 
by  the  new  guard,  Geo,  A.  Walker  and  another.  They 
told  me  later  that  the  sniper  had  subsequently  taken  the 
range  more  accurately,  and  had  put  two  or  three  bullets 
within  a  few  yards  of  them.  No  damage  was  done^ 
however,  to  any  of  the  vedettes.     We  returned  to  Newn- 


/ 


\ 


I 

F 

r         +  posznoir  or  boxb  ljlaocb  on  jclt  27,  1900.     with  BuaRCirDEB 

I  Bin:.  BKTOSD,   Airo  BCHOEltflEO   OFl  *' nARCOtTBT"  KOPJE. 

I  ham's  reserve  picket,  which  was  on  the  veldt,  close 
overiooking  the  main  spruit  or  river  where  the  principal 
floor-mill  of  this  basin  is  built.*  The  mill  itself  lay  down 
in  the  hollow  (looking  east)  a  httle  to  our  left.  The  main 
rood  of  the  valley  crossed  the  river  a  few  yards  above  the 
mill,  by  a  deep  drift,  through  a  plentiful  supply  of  clear, 
running  water,  and  tamed  up  the  opposite  bank  past 
the  miller's  house,  which  was  near,  but  on  a  higher  level 
than  the  mill.  It  was  now  nearing  sunsetf  and  none 
knew  quite  what  duties  the  night  would  bring  us, 
Biwmit   and  water  was  our  fare  that  day.     Newnham 

'  Sm  Joly  80. 1900,  ftnd  Fobniiu?  30. 1901. 
16 


22»     THK   8T0KY   OF  THE   34TH   COMPj 


h&ve  come  from  the  direction  of  the  laagers, 
on  the  top  untU  smiset,  keeping  a  sharp  look-c 
The  battle  had  concluded  ;   an   endLess  lin 
appearing  to  ns  no    larger  than  a  string 
trekking  forward  in  the  road  below.    It  was 
of  combined  divisions.     Napier  here  had  t\ 
to  lose  his  Manser  pistol,  and  although  we 
for  it  we  did  not  find  it.    At  dusk  we   di 
found  our  camp  just  at  the  spot  where  the 
had  been  yesterday,  behind   (east  of)    Schc 
where  I  had  watched,  whilst  on  picket,  thei 
for    hours.    We  were    truly  thankful   to  1: 
casualties  of  the  day  had  been  marrellousl] 
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some  interesting  snap-shots.     He  came  to 
and  said  he  had  often  seen  me  writing.    If 
book,  ho  would,  he  said,  send  me  such  pict 
taken   that   would   do   for    illustrations.    J 
frequently  expressed  themselves  hopefully 
hold    that    end    in    view,    to    publish    a^ 
experiences.     This  Sunday  morning  was  O 
in  a  strenuous  whirl  of  activity.     It  was  ar 
a  mail  was  going  out  by  way  of  Basntoland 
many  of  the  men  busy.     I  turned  to  a  groi 
squatting    around    a    pastoral    musician    p 
primitive    music    on    a    most    primitive   ii 
bow  stringed-instrument   played  upon   the 
a  "Jew's  Harp.'*    The  wood  of  the  bow  \ 
three  pieces,  a  round  hollow  centre  piece  ac 
The  string  was  a  thin  brass  piano  wire  whicl 
up  by  a  thread  in  the  middle  and  drawn  to  war 
work.     The  KafBr  said  that  the  wood  must 
different  kindn  and  each  portion  had  a  separat 
The  instrument  was  held  in  the  left  hanc 
the  string  outward,  and  the  Iii>B,   with  the 
pressed  at  the  point  B  at  the  back  of  the  c 


The  wire  was  allowed  to  slip  through  the  m 
and  thumb  with  a  very  gentle  twang.     Thw 
notes  were  thus  obtained  from  the  two  stretc 
and  the  middle   thread.     The  breathing  of 
seemed  to  create  a  slight  alteration  in  pitch, 
for  an  hour  a  player  would  monotonously  prod 
notes  over  and   over  again,   in    two  or    thr« 
rhythms^  a  low  lilting,  harp-like  sound  that  sii 
half-caught  sound  of  a  distant  peal  of  bells. 
The  conical  kopjes  scattered  about  this  re 
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many  extraordinary  forms.  Besides  Scboenseg  Kopje, 
which  we  named  Harcoort  Kopje  because  the  cap  stone 
held  a  resemblance  to  Harry  Fomiss's  caricatures  of  Sir 
W.  V.  Harcourt,  there  was  one  we  named  Ally  Sloper 
for  a  similar  reason.  I  made  a  graphic  memorandum  of 
some  forms  I  saw  of  these  quaint  hills. 

We  were  told  to  saddle  our  horses  at  10  a.m.  and  then 
to  oflf-saddle  again.  The  weather  remained  perfect — all 
blue  and  khaki ;  in  the  mornings  there  is  a  veiling  of  mist 
— a  slight,  wispy  mist  that  the  sunshine  merely  plays  with. 
There  is  a  yeasty  something  in  the  air  which  tells  of  the 
turn  of  the  yecu:. 

After  dinner,   orders   again   came   to  saddle,  and  we 


^^\^ 


VZ^ 


immediately  started  as  advance  guard  to  our  column.  We 
only  trekked  three  miles,  but  it  occupied  some  hours,  for 
the  way  was  a  rough  mountain  pass  that  could  not  be 
spoken  of  as  a  road.  We  passed  many  carcases  of 
animals,  that,  alive,  had  belonged  to  the  Boers  and  had 
been  killed  by  our  shell ;  all  these  hills  were  strewn  with 
fragments  of  exploded  shells  and  the  wrought-iron 
shrapnel  shell  of  the  fifteen-poonders.  We  arrived  at  our 
camping  place  at  five  o'clock.  The  evening  was  as  perfect 
in  the  matter  of  weather  as  was  the  morning.  We  sat 
down  to  wait  for  our  waggons.  All  down  the  pass  the 
immense  convoy  of  the  combined  columns  was  on  the 
move — here  and  there  a  body  would  halt  and  occupy  some 
position.    It  began  to  be  whispered  that  the  day  hod  been 
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dstoted  to  parleying,  and  that  some  raomeat< 
Wis  being  arrived  at.    On  the  ridge  in  fron 
"aomething  on.'*    Eaoh  of  ns  looked  at  the 
an  air  of  expectation  and  inquiry.     I  slipped 
Ujqus   and   ran    up   the    road  ;   it   was   one  h 
weather-washed  slab  of  stone.     On    the  wc 
young  Staff  officer  gaily  riding  down  the  hi 
stuiling  to  himself,  and,  as  he  passed,  I  as 
tnM»    air,    that   the   Boers    are    surrenderinj 
uncontrollable    elation     he    shouted,    "Pex 
thoQsand  of  them — Prinsloo  !  "     I  turned  and 
to  our  lines  and  was  the  first  to  give  the  felloe 
news.    We  stood  np  and  watched  the  effect^ 
M  it  travelled  from  group  to  group    dowQ 
Oheering  began,  wild,  persistent  cheering,  W 
for  xesalt  giving  tongue.    The  news  rode  oat 
of  cheer  upon  cheer,  on  tovrazds  Foniiesbnig 
dusk,  fires  blazed  np — the  occasion  called  for 
feest.     "  God  save  the  Queen  "  rolled  pealm-l 
eheoxs,  taken  up  bj  gronpe  and  eentinels  all 
gtmX  goige  and  its  walls  answered  in  sym 
vibraliQg  note  of  one  Joyfol  idea.    Begim 
InziMd  oat  and  expressed  themsehres  saliBfie 
wmdc    Then  aaemed  oo  leMon  why  "  Bali 
abould  BOt  be  song  and  re-eimg.    The  jabOi 
new  linee  to  work  upon,  the  old  were  good  ea 
eveulM  boor,  so  "^Cheer.bo^v^ Cheer/'  and  "I 
lUi«  mndte,  and  BIm.**  went  op  to  the  aaa 
I  tamee^aiidtheirinoltoeeweiehtttityaDlIili 

This  was  Prindoo^i  sazTeader»  and  bj  nd 

^ift  vqpoa  il  and  dqpt  and  drsemC 
^^  BmiIlftw«seKlj.aDd.lbraKHlof  ^< 

aeoraiai;  vtks  of  a  daw  and  iatanel j  disapj 


3Mt  ObafMqr  totlunUb  AkiHB  MB  for 

tb*  iMi  ««m«a  «m  oT  «k»  veiT  beat  ^  1 
vlMKad  aooMMMroCnght  to; 
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honour.  Sharp,  resentful,  and  general,  but  short  were 
the  comments  on  part  of  the  selection  made.  It  might 
have  been  deemed  politic  to  show  a  furbished  front  to  a 
yielding  foe,  and  to  choose  men  whose  clothes  did  not 
exhibit  the  marks  of  field  turmoil.  Tliere  were  some  of 
OS  who  doubted  the  wisdom  of  such  a  policy,  either  as  it 
affected  friends  or  foes  or  the  e£rective  appearance  of  the 
escort  of  a  fighting  general.  One  thing  we  believed,  that 
N bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 

The  escort  rode  up  £md  over  the  hill.  The  rest  of  the 
Company  followed  later,  and,  with  other  companies,  took 
a  back  seat  on  the  Slaap  Krans,  on  the  summit  of  a  hill 
that  was  already  named  "  Surrender  Hill."  After  a  few 
formal  evolutions,  we  dismounted,  and  lay  along  the  edge 
of  the  road  while  negotiation  or  ceremony  was  said  to  be 
in  progress  over  the  ridge  towards  Roos'  Damascus  Farm, 
and  while  several  regiments  of  infantry  marched  up  in 
parade  order  and  on  past  us  to  the  occasional  strains  of 
music.  There  was  a  greater  display  of  concentrated  force 
than  we  had  seen.  For  the  hour,  parade  atmosphere 
weighed  heavily  upon  us.  It  gripped  too  suddenly  upon 
lungs  that  had  been  training  on  the  ozone  militant  of  the 
veldt.  It  was  depressing  and  there  was  hardly  any 
elation,  although  we  knew  that  "out  yonder,*'  just  beyond 
sight,  commandos  were  slinking  in  and  tossing  deadly 
arms  and  ammunition  into  heaps  for  destruction.  We 
cao^t  ai^t  of  brawny  artillery  smiths  with  an  anvil  and 
dedga  hammers.  We  guessed  the  function  in  which  they 
were  to  perform  a  part.  It  was  a  simple  but  natural 
desire  that  stirred  us  for  a  moment  when  we  exclaimed : 
"Ah!  I  should  like  to  see  that.*'  It  was  the  visible 
deetmctinn  and  smash  of  the  weapons  of  onr  enemies. 
Like  other  rebellions  generations,  we  sought  after  a  sign. 

Most  of  us  got  the  bravery  of  the  show  at  second  hand 
— the  surrender  of  General  Prinsloo  in  form — the  suh- 
mianoo  of  the  adversary.  Well,  after  all,  we  were  there 
to  work  and  not  to  play,  and  by  noon  a  full  commando 
oame  by  with  no  arms,  and  they  halted — a  conspicuous 
grmip — jnst  below  us.    We  were  called  upon  to  furnish 
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guards  as  the  Boers  came  dovm..    We  were  not  a 
talk  with  the  prisoners.    They  appeared  eager 
They  seemed  most  anxious  to  glean  some  infon 
to  their  ultimate  destination.     The  prisoners,  on 
looked  neat,  and,  for  the  most  part,  fairly  clea 
did    not    appear   as    if    they    had    sufifered    1 
beyond  the  ordinary  ones  attendant  upon  long  t 
saddles  and  horses  they  had  a  good   supply, 
better  mounted — if  on  smaller  horses — than  - 
They    were    in    civilian    clothes,    without    un 
uniformity,  but   coloured   blankets  and   shawls 
occasional  bright  touch  to  their  assemblage.     £ 
of  their  younger  men  affected  feathers,  ribbons, 
for  their  large  felt  hats.     A  few  were  belted,  I 
from  these  particulars,  there  was  little  to  mark 
had  been  a  military  body.    They  held  about  ther 
the  appearance  of  the  hunter  than  of  the  sol 
many  of    the  older,  big-bearded  men   reminde 
venerable  pioneers  of  the  western  prairies  of 
There  were,  however,  those  among  them  whose  c 
istics  were  not  so  admirable,  having  traits  of  un: 
and  pert  ignorance  born  of  a  little  knowledge.     ( 
guess  that  they  had  been  flattered  and  favoured 
of   a  school  where  inferior  and  not  altogether 
ideals  obtained,  where  slimness  and  cunning  p 
an  acquaintance  with  things  worth  knowing,  tb 
of  mischief  rather  than  of  a  new  nation.     Th 
but  a  sprinkling,  and  the  bulk  of  the  next  comm: 
of  the  better  class.    As  they  halted  in  the  road,  b 
check  their  restless  little  ponies,  a  tall,  grave-lool 
with  a  narrow,  long,  sandy  beard,  rode  down  t 
shaking  hands  here  and  there  in  the  ranks.     Vs  1 
at  the  head  of  the  little  column  nearly  every  mai 
for  a  moment — hia  right  hand  and  ejaculated 
word.     I  asked  what  it  was,  and  I  was  told  that 
was  saying  goodbye,  and  that  the  word  was  "  Ge 
Later.Boer  transport  and  spare  horses  began  to  s 
were  ordered  to  outspan  in  separate  groups.    We 
no  guns,  and  it  had  been  rumoured  the  Boers  had 
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He  said,  **  I  want  to  keep  that  one ;  it  is  one] 
my  son.'*  **  But,**  I  answered,  '*  yon  have 
loose  horses  here,  and  each  man  has  permissioa| 
two  only,  and  at  the  nearest  railway  station  yoqj 
to  give  those  up.  Now  you  had  better  let  maj 
Uttle  bay.  I  promise  you  I  will  take  care  of  hi| 
old  man  looked  at  me  for  a  while  cogitatively^ 
said,  '*  Well,  what  you  say  is  true;  take  him^, 
care  of  him,  if  you  please  ;  he  is  a  good  horsey' 
"  I  will."  I  led  him  down  to  our  lines,  and  sti 
cut  my  mark  on  his  near  haunch.  I  founds 
other  pony  had  already  been  given  up  as  unfit  fl 
in  my  absence.  Mr.  Newnham  came  around  i 
spoke  well  of  my  choice.  He  called  my  mark  a 
knot,"  and  hinted  I  had  better  watch  the  Sta: 
kept  to  the  mark.  I  pointed  out  the  difference  i 
marks,  and  he  laughed. 
Augut  I.  ^  ^gj^  quiet  day  until  noon.     Newnham  spei 

time  in  the  horse  lines,  fitting  saddles  to  the  ren 
which  he  exhibited  skill,  patience,  and  an  intimt 
ledge  of  the  business.  Every  man  was  ordered 
his  new  horse  with  a  number ;  this  was  done  bj 
the  hair  short  on  the  outlines  of  the  given  mark  oi 
When  this  was  carefully  done  it  presented  a  nea 
ance,  and  from  a  little  distance  there  was  dif 
distinguishing  it  from  a  brand.  It  remained  f* 
add  a  "9"  to  my  endless  knot. 

At  noon  ten  men  were  warned  for  prisoner 
duty  under  Sergeant  Green :    Oppe,    Wilshin 
Faber,    Edmondston,    Hearne ,    Patterson ,    He 
Morris,  Kelsey,  and  Comer  were  ordered  to  stai 
We  presently  joined  about  fifteen  Leicester  an 
I.Y.,  under  a  young  lieutenant  of  the  Leicestc 
composed  a  guard  for  250  Boer  prisoners,  and 
waggons  in  convoy  for  Fouriesburg.     We  were 
getting  away,  and  desperately  slow  when  started. 
a  most  wearisome  trek.     It  was  dusk  by  the 
reached  Schoenseg  Kopje,  and  quite  dark  by  the 
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tad  cTMsed  the  first  drift  to  the  Fonriesburg  side  of  it. 
oflioer  in  charge  decided  to  camp  here  for  the  night. 
I  think  that  the  Boers  themselves  were  very  glad  of  this 
decision,  and  a  speedy  outspanning  was  made.  It  was  as 
if  we  were  with  a  Boer  commando,  complete  but  for  arms 
And  ammunition.  They  had  their  own  ration  waggon, 
and  they  "  rolled  up"  for  their  rations  of  tea,  sugar,  Ac,, 
in  hne,  very  much  as  we  ourselves  might  do  in  camp ; 
their  Quartermaster  treated  them  rather  as  if  they  were 
%  big  family  of  children.  Their  Kaffirs  laagered  the 
waggons  and  watered  smd  fed  the  cattle.  The  camp 
waa  floon  aglow  with  cheerful  fires,  and  we  got  supper, 
hobnobbing  together.  The  Boers  were  better  oflF  than 
we  were  in  the  matter  of  food  and  clothing.  We  con- 
tributed what  we  could.  Kelsey  threw  a  fine  chicken, 
which  he  had  bought  at  a  kraal,  into  the  pot,  and  a  little 
jam  and  biscuit  from  our  store  was  something;  fresh  to  our 
prisoners.  In  return  we  partook  of  their  biltong  and  hot 
coffee,  and  they  offered  the  use  of  a  big  fire  for  Kelsey'a 
chicken.  We  had  tied  our  horses  to  one  of  the  Boer  waggons 
Dear  the  road.  In  the  meantime  the  Leicester  subaltern 
bad  agreed  with  our  Sergeant  that  the  night  guard  should 
be  equally  divided,  fifteen  of  the  Leicesters  and  Derbys 
iWere  to  take  the  first  watch  from  6  p.m.  to  midnight,  the 
ten  34th  men  and  five  Derbys  were  to  do  guard  from  mid- 
night to  6  a.m.  The  guards  were  to  encircle  the  camp, 
to  take  positions  about  thirty  to  fifty  paces  apart,  and 
patrol  to  meet  each  other  on  alternate  bands.  The  first 
relief  went  on  immediately  after  obtaining  something  to 
eat,  while  we  turned  in  about  nine  o^clock,  under  the 
certain  prospect  of  a  bitterly  cold  night,  for  three  hours' 
reat. 

It  saamad  to  me  that  we  had  hardly  lain  down 
bafaia  tbe  aergeant  of  the  guard  came  around  to  say  that 
it  waa  close  on  midnight.  As  I  rose  my  blanket  crackled 
with  ita  coating  of  hoar-frost.  We  fell  in,  and 
immadiately  relieved  the  old  guard.  My  position  hap- 
to  fall  on    the  road  at   the  edge  of   the   spruit 
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drift,  the  lowest  point  of  ftll,  U  there  wen 
I  knew  that  this  would  prove  to  be  the  o 
it  wfts  a  matter  of  lack,  for  we  fell  col  o 
rotation  as  we  marched  arocmd  the  line  and 
the  difkient  sentries.  I  will  not  dwell  on 
week  too  much ;  the  memory  of  it  will  alwayi 
fol,  if  not  padtaYelj  painful  to  me.  It  w 
aidnona  work  I  had  done  in  onr  campaigning 
aoddown  as  smartly  as  one  would  it  was  impo 
warmth  in  one's  body.  It  was  a  searching  c 
my  inwards  a-shiTenng.  The  hoozs  dxag^ 
the  hill  to  my  nearest  ti^t  nstghboor,  one  o 
alalia^ again,  aaoora  of  timsa  withooisli 
mf  tlM  drill  edge  to  my  left,  and  ntnrB 
boi  it  was  of  oo  ma,  the  dtdH  was  t 
Tba  camp  loolBed  a  kiH,  da 
nMto  nMBoaaad  eolflpnn 
tomf  left,  afltar  wmA  endsBVoar,  m 
fin  al^ft»aad  lor  an  boor  my  I>bi 
Ilriai  ID  Ukmmiki  b«*  m 
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arm  had  remained  less  cold  than  my  left,  because  it  had 
been  more  exercised  by  the  weight  of  my  rifle.  My  left 
was  stiff  and  aching  with  rheomatism.  At  six  o'clock 
Sergeant  Green  came  around  and  knocked  out  alternate 
men,  in  order  that  Lhey  might  get  breakfast.  I  was  not 
one  of  the  lucky  ones.  I  did  not  mind  that  so  much,  but 
when  an  hour  passed  and  still  there  was  no  relief  I  began 
to  feci  aggrieved.  It  was  broad  daylight  now.  The  whole 
camp  was  a-stir,  preparing  to  trek*  If  I  did  not  get  a 
mouthful  of  hot  coflfee  I  should  be  ill.  As  the  minutes 
dragged  I  became  desperate.  Five  minutes — ten  minutes 
— quarter*pa6t  seven !  I  could  see,  from  the  upper  end 
of  my  now  prolonged  sentry  beat,  the  lieutenant  Eind  the 
men,  oblivious  of  how  time  went  with  the  little  ring  out- 
side. Seven  hours  and  a  quarter  continuous  guard  on 
sach  m  night !  It  was  too  much !  Without  any  warning 
to  myself^  without  premeditation,  I  put  my  rifle  to  the 
shoulder  and  walked  into  where  the  lieutenant  was 
breakfasting,  and,  confronting  him,  I  said,  *'  Do  you 
know,  sir,  that  we  have  had  seven  and  a  quarter  hours* 
oontinuous  guard,  and  that,  under  almost  any  circum- 
slAQces,  that  is  against  the  Queen's  regulations?*'  He 
WM  astonished,  but  he  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  do 
die  dgbt  thing.  He  called  the  sergeant  of  the  guard, 
wbo  was  also  breakfasting,  and  asked  him,  "  Has  this 
man  left  his  post  without  leave?"  I  said,  "Yes,  sir." 
Then  he  said  to  the  sergeant,  "  Take  his  name  and  return 
him  to  his  post."  Then  he  turned  to  me  and  said,  "  Do 
yoa  think  that  I  have  had  an  easy  night  ?  "  I  said.  "  I 
do  not  know,  sir;  but  no  one  has  visited  my  post  from 
midnight  to  dawn."  There  was  wrong  on  both  sides, 
and  perhaps  nothing  justified  my  action,  not  even  the 
y  of  pain  I  was  in.  I  returned  to  my  post,  and  in 
than  fiTe  minutes  all  the  old  guard  was  relieved.  We 
had  barely  time  to  get  a  mouthful  to  eat  and  a  cup  of  half- 
wann  coffee  when  the  day's  trek  began. 
We  started  on  the  road  to  Fouriesburg  with  the 
and  convoy  at  8  a.m.,  and  arrived  at  the  town 
17 
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camp  on  the  side  of  a  hill  to  the  north  of 
the  evening  the  Boers  sang  hymns  together. 
Hundredth"  was  an  especial  favourite,  and 
with  great  fervour,  but  with  rather  a  wearisooil 
We   were  allowed  to   draw   rations  of  beeW 
biscuits,  and  sugar,  and,  as  it  was  not  yet  quii 
procured  fuel  and  busied  ourselves  about  m 
always  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  greatlj 
the  appeasing  of  the  cravings  of  the  inner  n^ 
hour  everything  centred  in  that.    It  was  peril 
fact  that  those  cravings  had  been   generon 
that  I  owed  the  strength  of  mind  to  stand 
philosophy  my  ilMuck  in  drawing  the  lot  f<3 
guard  for  the  night.     Thirty-fourth  was  to  foi 
the  Leicesters'  and  Derbys'  two  men.     The 
drew  lots  for  reliefs,  and  I  was  again  unfoi 
drew  third  relief,  11  p.m.  to  1  a.m.  and  5  to 
had  no  lines  or  pegs  to  tether  to,  so  each  ] 
bayonet  as  a  picketing  pin.    Bayonets  ard 
from  the  ground,  so  that,  unless  a  strict  wato 
there  would  bo  horses  to  find  in  the  morning 
exactly  what  happened.     Coming  on  at  third 
most  careful  to  receive  and  give  tally  froi 
guards.     There  were  tliirty-four  horses,  and  ' 
on  again  in  the  morning,  the  man  who  ^ 
aroused  mc  at  five  came  an  hour  late,  and 
had  been  unaware  that  the  time  had  slipped 
hoars  of  guard  do  not  as  a  rule  fiit  so  jo; 
jumped  to  my  feet  to  coimt  my  horses,  ani 
Middlesex  ponies  were  to  seek. 

As  it  was  almost  light  I  mounted  my  oi 
scoured  the  neighbourhood  for  two  or  thre 
l)efore  breakfast  I  had  found  two  of  tlie  misi 
securely  tied — in  the  artillery  lines,  on  the  si: 
hill.  When  I  came  in  I  reported  the  matter 
Green.  Faber's  and  Edmondston's,  two 
ponies,  were  still  missing,  besides  anothc 
written  permission   from  the   CO.   to  go  ' 
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prisoners'  horse  lines,  and  spent  half  an  hour  there  to  no 
purpose.  In  the  meantime  Sergeant  Green  was  appl3ang 
for  three  or  four  new  remounts  from  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  spare  horses.  The  Leicesters  started  out  without 
us.  Now,  the  Boer  prisoners  were  trekking,  and  I  went 
to  the  head  of  the  column  to  see,  as  they  marched  past,  if 
our  lost  ponies  were  being  taken  away.  I  did  not  find 
them,  and  returned  to  get  something  to  eat.  General 
Paget  and  his  Staff  passed,  following  the  column,  almost 
through  our  lines.  I  started  out  on  the  hunt  again. 
This  time  I  was  successful,  for  I  found  the  two  good 
pooies  tied  in  the  Queenstown  (Colonial)  hues.  Faber*s 
was  even  saddled  and  ready  for  a  trek,  but  I  soon 
subetantiated  our  claim  and  galloped  tbo  deserters 
triumphantly  into  our  lines,  where  I  found  that  we  were 
better  off  for  horses  than  ever — Green  having  contributed 
two  by  his  negotiations.  It  was  too  late  to  return  them. 
We  heard  that  the  prisoners  were  to  be  taken  to 
Winbarg,  and  from  there  to  be  trained  down  country. 


OUK  little  party  started  dock  at  noon 
bur^  lioad.  On  the  way  we  met 
<»«corting  a  couple  of  the  Boer  guns  taken  at  the 
Thoy  wt^re  not  formidable  looking  weapons, 
imthfr  rickety  ou  their  wheels.  They  pro\ 
appiuntment  to  as  after  all  the  talk  of  c 
artiUwy.  However,  the»e  may  have  been  bai 
of  ODt  batlVEJ.  One  of  oor  men  totd  me,  in 
witii  ttM  oaptare  of  artOlary.  that  he  had] 
inlaioting  eontgwation  with  the  Scandmairii| 
LiMtoDaBt  L.  &  Val<L  Aadocaen.  ol  1 
AitiBaria.  Mj  oouuftie  bandod  me  this  qa 
<Md.  and  laid  tihal  iMte&Ott  of  Um  dbaffiDK  4 
at  TaricMM  tioMa  kftd  bam  takteJ  to  him 
«M  baartfly  wk  cl  tba  Bon.   I 


*  ft»]^ 
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the  hooae.  The  father  and  two  sons  turned  o«it  and 
prorided  forage  and  a  stable,  and  showed  us  an  empty 
nxun  behind  his  store — but  for  myself  I  preferred  to  sleep 
in  the  open  air. 

We  rose  at  daybreak,  fed  our  horses,  and  got  our  Aor***. 
hveakfast.  I  got  into  conTersation  with  the  old  man, 
but  found  him  the  reverse  of  cordial,  and  short  in  his 
reptiea.  I  tried  to  draw  him  out  by  telling  him  that  I 
was  well  infocmed  of  the  story  of  the  gallant  doings  in 
the  eariy  part  <^  the  eighteenth  century,  of  a  yoong 
French  pioneer  of  Louisiana,  who  bore  the  name  of 
De  la  Harpe.  I  said  politely  that  it  was  pleasant  to 
find  family  traditions  kept  up.  He  seemed  pleased  aud 
intecested  for  the  moment,  but  subsided  almost  im- 
mediately into  reticence.  A  few  moments  after,  I  picked 
op  an  old  Bloemfontein  newspaper,  published  in  English. 
and  read,  not  with  much  surprise,  but  with  a  certain 
indefinite  enhghtenment.  a  letter  of  a  bitterly  vituper- 
atrve  tone  in  regard  to  most  things  British,  and  it  was 
signed  "De  la  Harpe." 

One  would  never  have  believed  that  an  invading  u 
anny  had  passed  directly  over  this  farmstead,  within  the 
week.  It  was  a  most  astonishing  state  of  affairs  when 
one  came  to  think  of  it.  Here  was  a  wealthy  farmer 
and  his  wife  and  family,  with  fair  daughters,  and  sons 
who  had  been  on  commando,  and  there  were  sons  who 
wese  Btill  on  commando.  A  commodious  house  of  free- 
stone, well  ordered  and  comfortable.  The  lowing  herd 
fldll  lowed,  both  oxen  and  milch  cows.  The  fatted  calf 
gambolled,  probably  for  the  son  still  on  commando,  and 
there  were  sheep  on  the  uplands,  chicken  and  ducks 
rejoiced,  perhaps  they  somehow  knew  timt  our  old  chums 
the  Leinsters  had  gone  by.  The  barrel  of  meal  had  not 
wealed,  nor  the  cruse  of  oil  failed,  for  the  goodwife  was 
hero  ready  with  hot  bread  and  plenty,  at  28.  a  loaf,  and 
batter  at  28.  a  pound,  and  eggs  for  the  highest  bidder. 
AD  this  was  magnificent,  but  was  it  war? 

We  started  out  at  9.80  a.m.  rested,  fed,  and  cheerful. 


Barl 
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We  flattered  ourselves  that  we  had  earned  a 
taken  it.  A.  happy  little  band !  We  travel 
the  Mill,  past  Schoenseg  Kopje,  up  Surrender  H 
to  right  and  left  heaps  of  burnt  ammunition  A 
arms.  The  place  of  our  camps  was  desotl 
Btrewn  with  empty  tins  and  the  circulaia 
remains  of  extinguished  fires.  At  Roos*  Farm,  l 
we  found-  a  belated  portion  of  our  army — a  o 
was  to  follow  on  the  next  day.  We  here  drew 
coffee  and  sugar  and  rested  a  while^  making  m 
pot  of  coffee  in  the  farmhouse  yard.  Thia  J 
was  entirely  deserted,  and  presented  main 
destruction,  but  it  was  not  all  recent  spoor,  8 
eluded  that  the  place  had  been  '*gone  throu 
time  before  our  army  reached  it.  I  here  wi 
a  distance  a  transaction  which  will  illustrate 
of  mind  of  both  friend  and  foe  in  this  neigh 
both  alike  thought  and  hoped  the  war  was  ovei 
who  was  trekking  back  on  the  Fouriesburg  II 
soldier  who  was  leading  a  lame  horse  about  "^ 
was  but  the  question  as  to  whether  it  should 
loose  or  shot.  The  Boer  offered  three  Kruger 
for  it.  A  bargain  was  struck,  and  both  part 
curious  passage  went  on  their  ways  rejoicing 
were  off  the  ground  of  Surrender  Hill  !  Toi 
down  the  hill  whistling.  I  asked  him,  "  Do 
an  old  song.  '  The  Wooing  of  the  Wide 
Churchyard  Gate'?  **  He  said  he  didn't,  and 
to  myself, 

**  And  littlo  folk  of  little  soal 
Bose  Dp  to  buy  and  sell  again." 


After  a  short  rest  we  pushed  on  through 
mountain  pass>  over  rugged  roads,  down  into 
of  Walker's  Farm,  that  resembles  an  ainphit 
square  mile  or  two  of  flat  that  might  be  belie 
quite  enclosed  by  high,  precipitous  cliffs  and  hi! 

*  See  June  1st  and  2nd,  1901. 


ON  TO  HARRISMITH 


249 


the  knowledge  that  it  is  one  of  those  widenings  of  a 
rivered  canon,  and  that  the  apparently  walled-in  place 
most  have  both  inlet  and  outlet  for  the  ancient  and  never 
resting  shaper  of  the  wild  scenery  around  about.  To 
inexperienced  eyes  nothing  but  some  primal  upheaval 
couJd  account  for  this  snug  recess  in  the  hills,  for  the 
deep  spruit  bed  with  its  clear  brook  effectually  hid  itself 
from  view  from  almost  any  direction  a  few  yards  distant. 
Our  way  out  led  up-stream,  along  the  edge  of  the  river- 
bank,  pa&t  the  farm  with  its  little  avenues  of  willows  and 
poplars,  on  between  the  towering  cliffiB  that  guarded  on 
•ither  hand  the  narrow  passage  to  the  more  open  country 
of  the  approach  to  Naauwpoort  Nek.  On  one  of  the 
Bumuuts  to  the  right  of  the  outlet  of  the  basin  a  most 
extraordinary  mushroom  -  shaped  rock  is  balanced. 
Emerging  from  this  notch  in  the  hills,  late  in  the 
titanaoon,  we  passed  on  towards  Naauwpoort  Nek,  about 
six  or  seven  miles  off,  but  we  then  had  no  idea  of  the 
duUnce.  The  road  was  better  here,  undulating  over  the 
fool  slopes  of  a  range  of  mountains  to  our  left^  while  to 
tbe  right  was  an  uneven  valley  of  great  extent  stretching 
•ooth-eastward,  towards  the  rugged  and  mountainous 
Golden  Gate  country;  in  front  was  another  range  of 
mountains,  and  the  immense  notch  in  it  was  Naauwpoort 
Nek.  By  the  time  we  had  got  three  or  four  miles  on 
the  way  it  was  quite  dark,  and  Sergeant  Green  uneasily 
looked  about  for  a  farm  or  some  suitable  place  for  night 
quarters.  Not  a  light  could  be  seen.  Some  one  fancied 
that  a  flicker  could  be  discerned  up  in  the  hills  to  our  left 
front,  and  Heame  was  sent  forward  to  investigate,  but 
once  off  the  road  he  soon  lost  himself,  and  for  nearly  an 
boor  we  rode  about  searching  for  him,  holloaing  and 
ooo-ee-ing  until  we  were  hoarse.  At  last,  after  what 
seemed  an  interminable  interval,  we  heard  a  faint  yell. 
and  gradually  we  came  up  to  him.  Shortly  after,  good 
look  again  came  our  way;  we  heard  the  sound  of  a  moving 
m-waggon  ahead, 

*'  wiih  i»  gQiMrioe  b»k«ia-aQQ6ftl,** 


TBI  nOtCf  or  THK  S4TH 


mm  HMD  ve  mm  bml  li^zte  of 
tiatkti  ftway  m  the  deep,  dark^ 
ffodt  nipMllj  forward,  and  dumoimted  in  the  li 
fipocted  oocmIvm  to  ao  Imperial  YeoxzuDry  office 
WM  a  •troof  pool  holding  the  Nek,  and  we  had  o 
■Ofne  of  the  lininstera  who  were  in  camp  here. 
tainad  leave  to  shift  for  ourselves  for  the  night,  sm 
on  a  abort  diiitancc  to  the  stores  of  McDonald  am 
where  wo  found  two  brothers  named  Thorold,  wl 
tta  tary  honpitahly.     They  supplied  us  with  '. 
(raOi  and  a  few  oatablos  aud  fuel  for  ourselves, 
itoraroom  and  verandah  for  shelter  for  the  ni| 
•njoyed  OunielveH  hugely,  cooking  steak,  chapa 
cotfno,  find  by  and  by  rolled  ourselves  in  our  blai 
mil)  NiiliHlii'd. 

Wo  awuko  nt  dawn   to  the  usual  crisp,  cle 
WMUieti  and  nnlo  up  and  out  through  the  gre 
ol  iho  Mak,   vvhoHQ  pillars  rise  ahuost  sheer 
hand  I  and  amarged  into  what,  by  contrast  with  t 
otMuUry  in  n)ar,  teemed  hke  a  great  plain  strc 
till  im  the  oyo  oould  xiMoh  northward  and  east 
^«llhly  it  waa  by  no  meana  a  level  country,  b 
rtlhu}!,  billowy  \*ddt,ataddad  here  and  there  wi^ 
imtltUfHl  b«rg«  aud  kop|aa.    To  ibe  right,  or  ^ 
turu\u\^  Iha  border  of  Matal»  or  beyond  it^  ran  j 
l^aaka  and  on^  s.4  the  glooiay  Oraokenbeig  if 
•MittliWMl  (M)  tha  HafriamMi  Boai.  and  va«|| 
OltMikan  bv  a  iKaBtaV^  lioop  oT  CWnniala.    J 
iK«  Mi4dl  waa  burnt  in  gnnt  Uaak  paktea.   M 
«M  «l  Iba  Nak«  u 
yt^mmtf  «it  a  H^  Baew 


a  wiiMr  aitialn  anoHni 
toasa  1*0  van  kflM«| 
Hi»aa  rmaiadil^ 


.V. 
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scattered  empty  tins,  the  fragments  of  worn-out  harness, 
and  the  dibris  of  broken  waggons.  The  countless  rounds 
of  rifle  ammunition  scattered  on  the  road,  lost  from 
defective  bandoliers,  *  and  other  things,  were  also  signs 
that  bore  eloquent  witness.  Once  we  came  upon  the 
body  of  a  poor  dying  ox  on  the  road ;  one  of  our  men 
mercifully  gave  it  the  coup  de  grace  in  the  shape  of  a 
Lee-Enfield  bullet.  The  original  road  was  often  lost  in  a 
wide  swath  of  innumerable  waggon  and  cart  tracks.  As 
we  got  more  and  more  out  of  the  ahelter  of  the  high  and 
intricate  ranges  we  began  to  experience  the  draughty, 
uncomfortable  winds  of  the  South  African  plateaux,  and, 
at  times,  dust  clouds  enveloped  us  with  great  discomfort. 

When  we  were  on  a  high  rise  or  hill  we  could  discern, 
very  far  off  to  the  eastward,  the  faint  outlines  of  an 
immense  berg.  We  were  told  that  our  road  lay  straight 
for  that,  for  it  was  the  Platberg  that  towered  behind  the 
town  of  Harrismith. 

At  noon  we  overtook  a  convoy,  and  we  lunched  with  it. 
We  saw  K.  Morgan  here,  who  had  gone  into  hospital  at 
Willow  Grange,  and  had  now  almost  recovered  from  his 
illness  and  was  following  up  the  Company.  Here,  again, 
we  saw  the  execution  of  one  or  two  womH3ut  horses. 
It  was  pathetic  this  continual  slaughter  of  helpless 
animals,  that  had  struggled  on  to  the  ultimate  tug. 
Continuing  our  march  we  arrived,  shortly  after  four 
o'clock,  at  Groondraai  Farm,  where  we  determined  to 
Btay  the  night.  This  was  a  wealthy  farmstead  belonging 
to  a  Boer  field-comet  named  Gideon  Blignant.  There 
wen  women  and  children  at  the  bouse,  and  they  baked, 
for  a  price,  our  fiour  into  cakes.  There  were  a  number  of 
stables,  bams  and  outhouses  about  the  yard,  and  a  cottage 


*  TheM  w«b  bandoUtn  wen  foond  to  be  most  unpimcUoal ;  e&rly  in  Uie 
hottj  faocnlnc  the  eajrtrEdgee  were  b«ld  so  lightl;  ttut  quiek-chitrging  wm 
m  lapoMibUiiy.  When  tt  wm  dried  in  the  ron,  Uter  in  the  d&jr.  the 
Wlridgee  were  heU  to  looeelj  that  e  gnUop  loveri&bly  shook  out  nmmuni- 
ttsB  1h*l  ai  sny  momeat  might  become  prioeleea,  the  ransom  ol  a  life.  The 
Mfcouut  o(  unrounftion  so  lost  would  have  gone  far  to  make  an  army  good 
Aels,  U  need  in  praotioe. 
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in  which  an  elderly   Englishman  named 
There  was  a  plentiful  supply  of  grain  and  fo; 
made  our  horses  comfortable.     Morris,  Oppe, 
on  Cottle>  and  in  return  for  the  use  of  kitchtf 
plates,  fuel,  and  night's  shelter,  we  asked  hia 
our  supper.     We  had  managed  to  make  a  fa| 
coffee   when  Oppe,  with  the  best  intentions^ 
whole  over  the  fire.    It  was  a  shp  'twixt  ca 
We  were  all  vexed,  but  Oppe,  I  think,  the  i 
With  the  fresh  billy  we  simmered  into  patient 
more,  and,  after  a  hearty  supper,  we  turned  inJ 
a  weary  day's  march.  | 

Cottle  told  me  that  he  had  for  some  years  rt 
thrashing-machine   in   this   neighbourhood.     ' 
which,  amid  many  poplars,  firs,  willows  and  1 
nestled  at  the  foot  of  a  short  kloof  of  a  small,  rugi 
tain  range,  which  ran  south  of  the  house,  had  | 
pied  by  General  Hector  MacDonald,and  the  nei|^ 
had  been  the  scene  of  recent  heavy  skirmisbio 
said  that  he  had  given  General  MacDonald  all; 
mation  he  could.     Blignant,  he  said,   was   at 
ponderously  serious  type  of  Boer  which  beliei] 
special  intervention  of  heaven  would  be  made 
the  English  in   South  Africa.     He   and  scvc 
commando  were   somewhere  about  these  hills 
not  long  since  that  Blignant  had  visited  his  fami 
and  had  come  to  Cottle's  cottage,  and  asked 
come  and  spend  the  evening  with  him,  which  1 
daring  to  refuse,  because  Cottle  knew  that  ai 
were  prowling  about.     He  went  down  to  the 
and  sat  with  the  family  until  late  into  the  ni| 
Boer  was  all  the  time  declaiming   that  God 
tr5dng  the  patience   of   His  chosen  people,  ani 
their  misfortunes   would    presently   be    revers 
field  comet  then  knelt  down  with  his  wife  an 
very  long  prayer,  asking  God  to  overthrow  thi 
and  drive  them  from  the  country.     Cottle  said, 
I  have  always  been  good  friends,  and,  while  he 
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fcycd,  I  sat  bolt  upright  in  my  chair,  in  silence,  looking 
stem  as  I  could.  When  he  had  quite  done  I  renion- 
glrated  with  him  and  told  him  to  be  a  wise  man,  that 
England  would  never  cease  the  war  that  Boers  had  begun, 
until  complete  submission  had  been  made."  For  years, 
Cottle  said,  an  Englishman  has  not  dared  to  lift  his  head 
in  this  country.  The  Boers  believe  themselves  to  bo 
invincible,  and  the  destined  masters  of  South  Afnca. 
He  was  very  weary  of  his  situation  as  an  old  English 
settler,  and  should  make  every  effort  to  return  to  the  old 
country  until  the  war  was  over.  He  did  not  relish  the 
whistling  sound  of  bullets  about  his  house,  as  he  had 
Beveral  times  heard  it  lately. 

About  eight  o'clock  we  started  from  Groendraai  Farm,  Aosurte 
Btill  towards  Harrismith.  It  was  a  miserable  day  of  wind 
and  driven  dust,  and  the  weather  was  very  chilly.  All 
the  veldt  was  one  vast,  black-burnt  desert.  How  glad  we 
were  of  our  cloaks!  They  got  grimy  and  dirty,  and  the 
dust  and  blacks  got  into  our  mouths,  eyes,  and  nostrils. 

At  10.30  we  came  to  a  roadside  store  kept  by  two  Jews, 
8ergt.  Green  bought  mealies  for  midday  horse-feed.  All 
this  long  journey  Green  has  been  very  thoughtful  and 
generous,  both  to  the  men  and  horses,  and  we  have  had 
to  thank  him  for  several  little  comforts,  in  the  way  of 
batter,  chicken,  and  bread,  that  he  has  bought  for  us, 
when  he  has  found  it  possible  to  do  so. 

In  the  afternoon  we  overtook  some  of  the  Derbys  and 
Kcnts,  and  about  five  o'clock  we  camped  with  them  at 
Klerkspruit,  about  twenty  miles  from  Harrismith.  We 
had  onr  lines  separate  from  the  other  I.Y.  troops,  and,  aa 
there  was  no  farm  convenient,  we  had  to  picket  our  horses 
and  set  guards. 

In  the  morning  there  were  one  or  two  Boer  boys  about,  *««•»*• 
80  that  there  must  have  been  a  farm  hard  by.  The 
Derbys  started  a  half  an  hour  earlier  than  we  did.  We 
f('\hjwcd  them  at  eight  o'clock,  and  we  marched  for 
twelve  miles  in  a  misery  of  dusty  discomfort  similar  to, 
bat  greater  than,  that  of  yesterday.     We  hailed  for  lunch, 


lOMPANl 
is  into  n 
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And  thon  started  on  the  last  ten  miles 
The  town  i>  8et  at  the  north-west  end  of  the  I 
b«rg»  '*  Platberg,"  that  we  had  had  in  yiew  for  t^ 
dayn.     So  close  did  oar  goal  appear  to  as  thai 
M  if  it  would  be  only  a  matter  of  minutes  to  re| 
with  tirod  horsBS,  and  a  continual  wind  againi 
clouds  of  HufTacating  dust,  time  draped  heavi 
our   imaginations,  the   stolid   landmark   reced 
trudged  along.    About  four  o'clock  we  enoo 
West  Kent  patrol,  and   they  sent  as  on  a  H 
lo  Um  iouth  of  the  town  of  Harrismith,  wh^ 
body  of  the  I.Y.  foTDes  was  camped,  and  wberaj 
our  Company  must  be.    When  we  got  to  thif 
8Mknchcd  the  lines  orer  and  over,  with  no  i 
could  w«  obtain  any  informatioa  that  appeao 
until  DIM  of  OS  ran  a^ainsl  a  nwtubar  cl  oa 
SidL  wbMi  «a  kant  ingaa^y  tiiaft  our  Coi 
**o«l  llMM«  m  Hwl  iiBMIiaar  iadkoaied  bj 
Iht  ana  ow  the 
CM  «0 
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ONCE  more  with  the  Company,  we  had  to  shake  down 
to  camp  routine.  Wo,  who  had  been  absent  for 
exactly  a  week,  thooght  it  an  age,  and  had  begun  to 
imagine  onreelves  "  bnckswashling  free  lances/'  as  the 
**  Laird  of  Lochlibo  "  put  it.  Of  course  our  names  were 
clapped  down  at  the  top  of  the  roll  for  fatigues  and 
goards,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  genial  orderly  corporal 
when  he  is  looking  for  fresh  material  for  his  persecutions. 
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'  Ton  might  think  it  rathor  hard 

That  you  had  to  go  on  guard, 

But  your  argument«  they  wun't  any  vaUy  I " 


Prom  6  a.m.  until  noon  I  found  myself  on  stable 
gnard,  and  subsequently  one  of  the  grazing  guards  over 
forty  horses  in  a  bend  of  the  spniit.  I  got  rather  hungry, 
and  ate  a  bit  of  half-cooked  pork  I  had  in  my  haversack, 
thereby  acquiring  a  raging  headache  which  lasted  far 
into  the  night.  Morris  and  Groome  played  the  part  of 
good  Samaritans :  one  brought  me  at  intervals  cups  of  hot 
water  to  drink,  and  the  latter  surrendered  one  of  his 
blankets  to  me.  There  was  an  awful  frost  that  night,  so 
that  this  self-sacrifice  on  the  part  of  good  comrades  was 
t  a  littlo  thing.  I  felt  very  ill  and  shaken,  and  I  am 
re  that  their  thoughtfulness  saved  me  from  something 
inoch  worse,  for  I  was  beyond  taking  much  care  of 
ffljielf,  and  I  was  sleeping  in  the  open.  Early  in  the 
moniinfc  Nownham  went  oat   as  far  as  Van  Keenan's 
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Pass  on  the  nilway,  aad  retomed  a4  night. 
day  was  not  disagreeably  oold,  the  ice  in  the  q 
remained  aixnoat  of  a  beahng  thickness,  on  acc< 
frost  of  the  prerioos  night. 

Daring  the  night,  sometime,  orders  came 
instant  m&rching.    Keveille  was  ordered  for 
For  two  or  three  hoars  after  reveille  there  wa 
aptly  described  as  "  conoentrated  hell "  raised 
It    transpired    that   two    horses    had    been 
reveille  of  yesterday,  it  could  not  be  discovere 
slackness  or  fanlt ;  that,  between  the  time  of  tt 
waggon  and  that  of  the  O.C.  there  was  a  dis 
half  an  hoar,  so  that  the  tentB.especially  tho6< 
II.,  were  late  in  being  struck.     The  air  was  1 
was  not  safe  for  a  man  to  look  at  his  nei^ 

less  speak   to   him.     raspily   promulgi 

ments,  which  cleared  the  atmosphere,  for  sold 
much  like  school-boys,  or  those  Amen'can  | 
believed  that  "  if  they  did  not  hang  togethei 
all  hang  separately."  I  daresay  it  was  wh 
a  psychological  moment.  We  heard,  all  undj 
"all  stable  guards  and  grazing  guards  sluf 
yesterday,  and  all  the  members  of  Section 
walk,  leading  their  horses,  in  disgrace,  behind 
waggons ;  that,  until  further  orders,  no  tet 
allowed  to  be  pitched." 

Though  I  had  not  been  a  stable  guard,  ] 
grazing  guard,  and  I  was  also  a  member  g 
As  the  weather  was  very  cold,  and  I  was  i 
glad  to  be  allowed  to  walk,  though  8tartin| 
and  misery. 

So  I  walked  with  others,  with  the  convo; 
hone  and  a  very  bad  pain.  My  little  Boer 
by  the  way,  is  all  that  could  be  desired  anc 
neie ;  he  is  good  looking,  good  natured,  v 
■niooth  in  his  gaits.  My  name  for  him  i 
Daylight  showed  us  that  we  were,  in  o 
in^kking,   leaving    behind  all   those  great 
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and  clustering  bergs  amongst  which  we  had  lived  bo 
long.  It  was  like  turning  round  to  wave  a  final  farewell 
to  old  friends.  The  country  in  front  was  still  rugged 
enoQgh,  in  all  conscience,  but  it  was  of  an  entirely  difiFe- 
rent  order.  Here,  from  a  rise,  one  could,  apparently,  see 
far  over  a  vast  plain,  but  between  our  point  of  view 
and  the  farthest  skyline  were  ridges,  rivers,  dongas  and 
spruits,  low  ranges  of  "  krans,'*  and  here  and  there  a 
kop,  but  the  impression  uppermost  was  the  billowy  khaki 
veldt,  the  expanse  of  matted,  drab  grass.  The  mountains 
and  bergs  behind  us  were  becoming  a  blue  dream,  and 
ft  subject  for  song. 

I  do  not  know  if  I  was  looking  particularly  disconsolate 
and  ill,  but,  presently,  good  old  chap  Napier  broke  in  upon 
my  ruminations  with  his  cheery,  downright,  **  Hello,  cocky, 
what*s  this  I  hear?  "  **  Oh,'*  I  said,  "  I'm  much  better, 
long  walk's  done  me  heaps  of  good,  little  bit  shaky  because 
I  haven't  been  able  to  eat  anything  lately."  He  looked 
at  me  a  moment,  and  rode  off  with,  "  Blawsted  shame ! 
See  Newnham ! "     A  quarter  of   an  hour  after  Howard 

Mcllwraith  rode  back  to  me  and  said,  " told  me  to 

lell  you  to  ride,  Newnham  told  him  you  had  to;  I'm 
in  trouble  too."  "  What's  the  matter  with  you  / "  I 
aaked.  *'  I  came  on  parade  with  a  Martini  I  got  from  a 
Boer  at  Surrender  HiU  slung  over  my  shoulder ;  I  want  to 
get  it  home  for  a  souvenir." 

At  noon  the  whole  column  made  a  midday  halt  at  a 
point  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Harrismitb.  It  was 
DOW  warm  and  there  was  a  wind  blowing,  and,  as  one  or 
two  incipient  veldt  fires  had  been  put  out  with  difficulty, 
orders  were  issued  that  fires  were  to  be  lighted  only  on 
the  roftdway.  Our  Brigade,  spread  out  in  full  view  in  the 
bcighl  eunahine,  and  with  the  long  train  of  waggons,  was 
quite  AD  imposing  sight.  We  had  the  2nd  Battahon 
llftDobester  and  the  HtaCTord  Infantry,  besides  Artillery 
and  Imperial  Yeomanry.  I  dismounted  with  my  Company 
•ad  Qtade  some  dried  peach  cofifee.  Meikle  gave  me  this 
in  exchange  for  fire,  for  I  had  collected  a  lot  of 
18 
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—  God  mt  him  —  was  dd  n 
Coionel  Keojon  WXbxA 
Yft  remftined.  lev  tkn  fift) 
ItiMp  niidar  Newnham  and  BoUer. 

I  had  foood  the  m^  noi  a  Tei; 
waa  a  ohill  draogbtineaa  aboat  the 
little  kop  f»oemdd  to  be  more  of  a  p 
any  prcitox:lion  from  tbem.  I  was  fet 
night's  work  when  1  was  told  oS  foi 
Blocmt,  four  dixies  to  fill  at  the  h 
drinkini^  wator.  over  rough,  stony  we 
risioK-  Htabies  were  called.  The  h 
dust  from  the  ^reat  waggon  tracks 
drift;  ihoy  turned  their  tails  to  the  i 
filouDt  and   I   went  ofif  with  dixies 
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other  in  the  wind,  and  swearing  at  the  dust.  As  we 
gingerly  came  np  out  of  the  river  gully  with  the  full 
diziee,  we  caught  the  murmur  of  a  sudden  clamour  in 
our  camp  and  a  sound  that  was  something  between  a 
buzzing  and  a  roar.  The  wind  was  now  blowing  6ercely. 
We  instantly  discerned  what  was  the  matter  and  prayed 
for  our  kit.  A  grass  fire  was  sweeping  through  our  linea 
friHn  west  to  east.  It  was  all  over  in  three  minutes  as  far 
as  onr  camp  was  concerned.  It  was  fortunate  that  the 
wind  was  so  fierce  as  it  was :  had  it  been  a  half-hearted 
wind  the  fire  would  have  spread  from  aide  to  side,  but 
wind  did  not  let  the  fire  stand  upon  the  order  of  its 
but  hurried  it  on  with  an  irresistible  impetus 
ich  caused  it  to  lick  the  khaki  colour  from  a  patch 
the  camp  ground,  leaving  a  long,  wedge-shaped  dash 
of  black.  Smoke,  rush,  dust,  and  fire  passed  on  like 
the  tail  of  a  vanishing  express  train.  Meanwhile,  in  our 
own  anxious  race  to  the  lines  we  were  handicapped  by 
hBftvy,  spilling  dixies,  and  as  a  final  pleasantry  the  wind 
Hfied  a  shovelful  of  dust  over  us  and  into  the  water. 

The  fire  had  passed  parallel  with  and  just  above  the 
horse  lines,  sweeping  along  almost  under  the  horses' 
nosee.  Ready-handed  comrades  had  rushed  among  the 
kits  and  scattered  them,  far  and  wide,  beyond  the  hmits 
ol  the  fire,  but  many  of  our  possessions  had  gone  up 
Hke  tinder.  When  I  had  collected  my  belongings  I 
found  my  two  blankets  full  of  holes,  my  helmet,  haver- 
mmIc,  and  bandolier  burnt,  and  worst  of  all  my  waterproof 
bttg  almost  ruined.  There  was  a  little  bewailing  of  lost 
tteasores — especially,  I  thought,  the  little  strips  of 
Ifiddleaex  helmet  colours — for  many  helmets  were  burnt 
— «aeh  power  have  ribbons  over  the  human  mind,  from 
GarterB  to  temperance  badges! 

The  greater  misery  was  yet  to  come.  The  wind  by 
Doon  rose  from  a  gale  almost  to  a  hurricane.  The  sun, 
which  had  been  shining  with  a  cold,  steely  brightness, 
was  almost  obscured  by  clouds  of  sand  and  dust — clouds 
that  filled  the  whole  horizon  with  a  restless,  yellow,  brown 
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movemeat,  and  that  which  was  being  hlown 
be  seen  to  be  of  a  heavier  nature  than 
OzJy  overhead  could  the  bine  sky  occasionalli 
There  was  a   tremendous  fluttering    of    can^ 
tents  collapsed  ;  frantic  men  stood  around  oth< 
ing  at  the  ropes  or  scrambling  or  shouting  f 
and  pegs.     Oftener  than  not  the  efforts  w^rf 
control  the  stays,  and  a  collapse  would  geneil 
that   there   were   struggling   refugees   beneath 
just  done  guard  and  a  fatigue,  I  saw  that  I 
to  be  called  for  any  duty  immediately,  so 
damaged   kit  down    with   stones  I   climbed 
difficulty  to    the  crowning    boulder-line  of 
shouting  to  Edmondston  and  Faber  to  try  i1 
The  wind  simply  blew  one  off  one's  feet,  an< 
knees  were  called  in  for  assistance.      Even 
boulders  the  sand  storm  searched  us  out.  bui 
fury.    From  a  boulder  split,  immediately  overl 
whole  great  camp  below,  I  saw  many  Strang 
and   doings,   and   afterwards  I   obtained    ma] 
explanations  that  had  their  humorous  side, 
was  most  vivid  and  exciting,  and  one  I  shall  m 
Men  went  about  with  wet  eyes  clogged  with 
became  negro-like,  and  the  wincing  shoulders  si 
the  stinging  grit  was  blasted  against  ears  ani 
of  the  neck.    Some  of  our  Company  built  themi 
and  cairns  of  loose  stones,  or  lay  completely 
in  their  blankets  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  i 
called    them.       From    my    vantage-point    I 
struggling  orderlies  come  and  go  with  long,  b 
envelopes  from  General  Boyes's  Headquarters, 
patrol  bring  in  three  or  four  Boer  prisoners 
them  before  the  GeneraFs  tent,  and  saw  then 
their  arms  in  dumb  show,  all  staggering  to 
sort  of  formal  dignity.     A  few  officers  on  du 
set  a  good  example.     One  walked  up  and  6 
taking   an   airings  and   tried   in    vaih    to  loo^ 
"'thoroughly  enjoyed    that  sort  of  thing,   y 
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One  rushed  to  his  lines  and  inquired,  "why  the  hel) 
the  men  were  not  taking  advantage  of  a  quiet  morning 
and  were  not  dubbining  their  saddles  ?  '*  Another 
emerged  from  a  rakish-looking  tent,  perfectly  spick  and 
span,  with  a  '*  never  touched  me  "  kind  of  air.  to  be 
begrimed  in  five  minutes  like  the  rest.  Older  heads,  less 
self-conscious,  bent  themselves  before  such  a  blast,  and 
the  men  generally  made  no  bones  of  their  dislike  of  the 
storm  and  lay  down  in  such  shelter  as  they  could  find, 
and  waited  until  it  should  be  over.  In  spite  of  all  this 
there  wae  a  certain  camp  routine  which  had  to  be  gone 
throngh.  Horses  and  mules  had  to  be  watered  and  fed, 
oxen  herded,  forage  drawn,  patrols,  guards,  and  pickets 
to  be  sent  out  or  changed.  Fire  guards  were  established 
and  new  latrines  dug,  (&c.,  &c,  I  thought  the  sentry  at 
the  General's  tent  the  most  manful  of  us  all,  he  simply 
tramped  backwards  and  forwards,  bent  double,  as  best 
be  could,  unceasingly.  All  this  murk,  darkness,  and 
diecomfort  was  going  on  under  a  sky  that  should  have 
been  bright  and  sunny,  blue  and  cloudless,  but  for  the 
driven  sand  and  dust.  At  times  the  darkness  surpassed 
that  of  any  thunder  weather.  Edmondston  and  Faber 
had  taken  shelter  under  the  overhanging  boulders,  and 
after  I  had  watched  camp  for  an  hour  or  two  from  a 
erevice  I  crept  to  pay  them  a  call.  I  found  the  former 
in  a  deep  sleep  and  evidently  very  cold,  and  I  covered 
him  up  as  best  I  could. 

After  sundown  the  violence  of  the  storm  abated,  but 
the  wind  still  remained  chill  and  disagreeable.  A 
iab>9ection  was  now  required  to  go  into  Harrismith 
with  despatches  and  Napier,  Barrington,  Faber,  and 
Edmondston  were  told  off  for  the  duty. 


AT  leveille  there  ^-as  instant  boBtle  in  t 
wero  ordered  to  saddle  for  a  marcb 
M  poasible,  and  we  rode  out  of  camp  and 
Our  direciioD  was  given  as  south-west,  b 
north-west,  in  error  apparently,  for  we  ti 
doe  sooth  after  a  conple  of  hoars  march  ai 
the  banks  of  a  ranniog  stnaaui,  in  high,  roUtfl 
about  nine  miles  from  Mill  Rtw  Bridga^ 
wind  was  stiU  fresh  bat  had  moeh  moderal^ 
boar's  rest  we  were  oidend  to  saddle  again  1 
and  ratioDs  for  horse  and  man  for  twen^ 
The  littla  loroe  that  paraded  nnniiiiiHd  of 4 
man  ot  the  aith  and  35th  Con^aaiea.  ^ 
9  pjDa.  with  Newnham  in  command;  Bl 
Lseaon  Smith,  fcumsdj  a  troq 
a  UeoksDanU  w«s  Iwatfug  bis  Coo^aa) 
Knois  coontty  for  tax  hoasa,  in  a  ■( 
as  lar  as  eaoM  ba  aside  oak 
angsa^byoaa  or  two 
miia  Bbav; «  hMNty  W19.  At  i—hhI  w»j 
%  bic  sooiohed  |«*Qh  al  a  oantar.  whssa  1 
iritsl^iega 
^ba  Ikadbly 
Uaoh.  I  wmUmi  how  die  liKls  hons  1 
Iha  iio  ttM  oswst  ha^  tm^%  «osr  il. 
b^  «i^  ii4s  asfei.  ^1^  imm\ 
t»  mfftttf"^    I  asA  *'TI 
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the  eggs  until  we  were  right  upon  her,"  I  replied.  He 
dismounted  and  cracked  one  and  there  was  a  detid  young 
oae  inside.  We  then  raced  on  and  overtook  the  hne. 
Newnhain  was  pushing  us  on  without  ceasing;  he  did  not 
tell  us  where  we  were  going,  he  simply  said,  "  If  any  of 
you  fellows  have  to  fall  out  on  account  of  your  mounts, 
make  your  way  back  to  Kal  Koen  Krans ;  don't  forget, 
Kal  Koen  Era?is,  that  is  where  we  camped  at  midday 
to-day !  "  After  dark  we  struck  what  seemed  an 
interminable  piece  of  ploughed  land.  It  was  freshly 
broken  ground,  so  that  the  furrow  was  very  deep.  We 
dismounted  and  we  had  twenty  minutes  of  the  hardest 
marching  imaginable,  made  difficult  by  darkness  and  soft, 
deep  ruts.  It  was  not  easy  to  keep  in  touch,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  ploughed  land  three  or  four  men  were 
missing,  and  there  was  delay  in  getting  them  together 
again.  Further  on  we  came  to  a  road  and  at  nine  o'clock 
we  cantered  up  to  a  store  which  we  found  to  be  Georgina, 
a  place  about  twenty-seven  miles  a  tride  north  of  west  of 
Harrismith.  It  was  only  a  country  store,  apparently  on 
some  Bethlehem-Harrismith  road.  The  storekeeper's  name 
was  Betzold  or  Petzol ;  he  was  a  German.  There  was 
little  or  nothing  in  his  store  to  buy ;  the  Boers,  he  said, 
had  taken  everything.  Cossack  posts  and  guards  were 
aetp  and  duty  was  divided  as  lightly  as  possible,  and  the 
hones,  with  plenty  of  forage,  were  tied  to  a  fence.  We 
were  all  very  hungry,  but  we  had  our  rations,  and  there 
wae  an  abundance  of  capital  firewood  in  the  accumulation 
of  packing  cases  of  the  old  storekeeper.  Every  one  was 
cooking,  and  with  an  eye  for  the  morrow,  which  promised 
to  be  a  hard  day.  Oppe  and  I  cooked  at  the  same  fire. 
We  had  coffee,  chupatties,  and  fried  mutton.  It  was 
a  very  cold  night  and  at  about  half-past  ten  Newnham 
oame  out  of  the  store  and  to  where  I  was  sleeping,  and 
said,  "  Comer,  you  can  do  with  an  extra  blanket,  seeing 
that  yooiB  were  burnt  yesterday ;  I'm  sleeping  inside  and 
iha'n't  need  this,*'  and  with  that  he  threw  down  his  rug, 
hardly  allowing  me  time  to  thank  him. 
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wrote  my  notes  in  the  sun.  The  medical 
lunching,  hard  by.  and  had  roast  gooee,  % 
brought  me  two  hard-boiled  eggs  from  our  I 
were  some  distance  off.  Oppe  brought  my  1 
fed  my  horse.  The  morning  had  not  been! 
one  in  the  ambulance.  A  man  had  been  ronl 
rear,  and  our  ambulance  had  been  ordered"* 
three  or  four  miles  at  a  gallop,  and  the  bat 
rough  ways  was  rather  bod  for  us.  When  w^ 
scene  of  the  accident  we  found  that  another  1 
picked  the  man  up.  One  of  my  fellow-pai 
the  morning  was  a  Staffords  Infantry  man  i 
blistered  feet.  He  held  up  for  my  inspectK 
pair  of  boots,  all  worn,  torn  and  patched,  and  | 
was  his  feet  were  no  worse  than  they  were.  { 
medal  for  the  1884-5  Egyptian  Campaign,  I 
Reservist.  He  had  been  an  engine  driver  on  i 
train  from  Manchester  to  Euston,  had  a  wif 
children,  had  saved  a  little  money  ;  his  daughl 
of  six,  had  died  since  he  left  for  South  AMe 
money  he  had  saved  was  melting  away.  He 
in  the  stretcher  next  to  me.  and  he  rambled 
troubles,  not  so  much  complainingly  as  that  hi 
running  badly.  By  way  of  relief  I  got  him 
Egypt,  and  he  described  in  a  vivid  maimer  th 
General  Earl  and  his  comrades. 

As   I   was   writing   ray   notes    the    doctor  i 
examined  my  foot  again;    he  said  he    would 
as   far  as  Reitz.     I   told  him  plainly  I   wou 
into   hospital  for  such  a  trifle,  and  would  he 
to  go  back  to  my  lines  in  the  morning  ?    I  told 
I  had  had  horses  fall  with  me  before,  and  tl: 
never  been   very  badly  hurt.     He  said  a  pit< 
goes  oft  to  the  well  gets  broken  at  last.     I  lau 
said    my  horse    wasn't    a  pitcher,   he    never 
"Ah!"  he  said,   "you   had   better  return   to 
in  the  morning  !  "    Just  after,  Ouvry  brought  i 
Caldwell,    who    had    a    nasty    touch    of    fever 


foofid  Meikle  still  in  a  bad  way  with  his  kick  in  the 
libe. 

After  the  midday  rest  was  over  the  Major  ordered  me 
to  get  into  a  different  waggon.  I  was  allotted  sitting- 
room  for  the  afternoon.  In  the  morning  I  had  lain  on  a 
stretcher  at  the  bottom  of  the  waggon.  It  was  a  rough, 
jolting  experience,  of  a  kind  not  to  be  gone  through  too 
often,  yet  one  I  should  have  regretted  missing.  Many 
men  came  np  pleading  to  be  allowed  to  ride,  some  more 
deserving  cases  than  others »  but  almost  all  of  them 
claimed  a  certain  amount  of  pity;  tired,  footsore,  and 
6ick  men  in  a  line ;  most  of  them  were  turned  back.  I 
know  nothing  so  hard  as  that  choice  which  the  con- 
scientious army  doctor  has  to  make  on  the  spur  of  a 
moment,  not  so  much  between  the  deserving  and  unde- 
lerving  as  the  discernment  of  the  imperative  cases:  as,  for 
iostance,  the  man  who  has  been  marching  along  through 
stagee  of  enteric  and  refusing  to  "go  sick,"  and  who  once 
down  is  whisked  off,  sewed  in  a  blanket,  dead  before  he 
knew  he  was  really  very  ill.  Here,  some  were  worn  out 
with  the  long,  morning  march,  and  dismayed  at  the 
ptrospeot  of  falling  out  by  the  way.  A  very  few  were 
^ven  place  in  the  already  crowded  ambulances — a  few 
nuue  were  permitted  to  hold  on  behind  the  Bed  Cross 
waggons. 

The  ambulance  I  entered  was  divided  in  half,  length- 
wise, by  a  sliding  panel  or  board,  about  twelve  or  fifteen 
inchoa  high,  so  that  two  cases  might  occupy  its  bed. 
It  bad  narrow  ledge  seats  around  the  walls  and  sitting 
patients  had  some  trouble  in  disposing  their  legs  and  feet 
•0  aa  not  to  distin-b  the  patients  who  were  lying  on  the 
itoetohers.  Spare  stretchers  hung  behind  the  sitters' 
bioIcB  and  to  these  we  anchored  as  we  bumped  over 
bommocks,  holes,  and  road  ruts.  There  were  several 
ambulances  in  this  Field  Hospital.  A  mounted  lieutenant 
WM  in  charge,  and  there  were  a  sergeant-major,  sergeants, 
ud  a  corporal  marching  along. 

In  one  partition  of  my  waggon  lay  the  man  who  had 
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boen  nm  over  in  the  morning.    He  had  fall 
a  Rupply  waggon,  and  had  rolled  off  under  ihi 
had   one  leg  badly  fractnred,  and  bad  sasi 
injories.    He  was  a  man  of  large  and  strong 
a  broad,  common-looking  face.    He  had  a  haj 
temperament,  and  when  I  looked  at  him  ^ 
pity— not  saying  anything — a  flicker  of  a  smi 
his    Iip9,  and   he  whispered,  "  .\ll   in   the 
mate.**    His  face  was  heavy  and  white  witi 
sustained,   and    the    effects  of    morphine   i 
hypodermicaliy.     He  was  taciturn  to  a  degn 
spoke,  ah«rwardft,  to  ask  for  cigarettes,  wb 
tinually  smoked.    The  orderly  corporal  mac 
him  out  of  newspaper  and  strong  Boer  tob 
the  man  kept  in  a  tin  he  greatly  prized, 
psrfootly  hi^y  and  contented  as  he  smok 
triad  to  keep  his  cigarette  straight  in  his  mo 
to  resent  the  jolting  ol  the  ambolaa 
lor  his  oigaivtte  as  for  his  shattered  leg  and  si 
tfhlii  his  smoks  and  stock  it  in  has  mootlii 
thank  OS  oonmUy  with  his  sgfsn.    By  and 
daep  bnt  tiMhM  moiplme  sleep.  I 
did  he  dass9w  Ihit  be  nigbt  be  in  | 
ot«r  nammaUf  dsep  iwls  be  graaned  si 
Onoe  1  fear  I  stnitM  the  atteadsnts  by  an  se 


two  men  holding  on  behind.  One  was  a  tall,  very  fair, 
Btraight  young  chap  with  an  innocent  look,  but  very 
determined  bine  eye.  His  face  seemed  drawn  and 
pinched  with  endurance.  '  He  was  very  handsome,  and 
would  have  made  a  typical  guardsman.  But  the  tragedy 
of  our  waggon  was  the  other  hanger  on,  a  tall,  broad- 
Bhouldered  Newcafitle  man,  one  of  the  Manchesters.  He 
looked  like  an  iron-worker — a  square-jawed,  strong  man 
with  a  closely-shut  sht  of  a  mouth  and  a  knotted, 
wrinkled,  troubled  forehead.  He  was  another  mono- 
syllabic sufiferer.  His  complaint  was  sommed  up  as — 
"light  in  t'  'ead.*'  He  was  not  used  to  being  iU,  and 
thifi  was  as  far  as  he  could  manage  by  ^'ay  of  description. 
Muscular  as  he  was,  he  looked  sufficiently  wobbly,  and 
mnch  more  ill  than  he  was  able  to  say.  When  the 
doctor  questioned  him  further,  he  said  he  thought  "  t' 
chills  *ad  gotten  holt  on  *'  him.  The  doctor  told  him  he 
might  hold  on  behind,  and  when  the  mules  trotted  he 
might  jump  on  to  the  step  of  the  ambulance.  The 
attending  corporal  did  the  talking  for  the  crowd;  he 
relieved  his  mind  of  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  from 
the  history  of  Norwich  Churches  to  the  different  kinds 
of  wounds  and  casualties  he  had  taken  a  hand  in.  He 
said  his  chief  knew  how  to  keep  men  at  work,  and  quoted 
16  end  of  a  speech  his  Major  had  made  on  their  leaving 
Ingland — ***  Those  that  do  their  work,  well  and  good, 

but '  and  he  shakes  'is  fist  like  this, — *  he  that  fails 

to  do  his  work — Gawd  *elp  * !  "  Our  Manchester  had 
given  no  sign  that  he  was  listening — but  he  broke  in 
MTSgely  with,  *'  That's  a  threat.  *E  cud  a  bin  *ad  oop 
for't ;  *e 's  no  gentleman,  and  I  knows  him."  "Where 
did  you  know  him  ?  "  I  asked.    "  India,"  he  rephed. 

iWe  had  come,  by  this  time,  far  over  twenty  miles  since 
reille.ond  the  column  was  a  weary  sight.  "  Well,"  said 
B  corporal,  "  the  Greneral  won't  have  the  cheek  to  give 
Qt  a  long  march  to  morrow."  The  sick  Manchester 
broke  in  again,  '*  Cheek  ?  Cheek  to  do  anything  to  us !  *' 
He  seemed  to  find  relief  in  this  assertion,  for  he  repeated 
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it  over  and  over,  varied  with, "  Great  Gawd  ! 
o'  floor  for  a  men  liko  me  T "     Then  he  p] 
silence  for  about  ten  minutes  when  he  sadde 
head  to  the  corporal  and  urf^ently  and  impe 
"  Tell  t'  sergeant  I  can't  go  on."     He  spoke  ^ 
jerky  utterance  and  in  a  tone  that  is  always  i 
having  a  reason  to  he  obeyed.    The  orderly 
to  the  Sergeant,  and  the  SergeEint  spoke  to  t 
Major.     The  orderly  seemed  a  long  while — bn 
and  hurriedly  said,  "The  Sergeant- Major  s. 
Lieutenant  will  be  here  in  a  minute.'*      "  , 
minute  too  late,  by  Grawd ! ''    He  held  o; 
towards  me,  with.  "  Gimme  my  rifle.    Gimn: 
He  had  stuck  it   in   the  ambulance  under 
quickly  handed  it  to  him.    He  clutched  it,  le 
on  the  tail-board,  staggered  two  or  three  ste 
threw  up  his  hands  with  a  cry  and  fell  heavilj 
in  the  dust, — his  rifle  clattering  along  the  rot 
quite   unconscious   and   the   attendants   lifte 
tenderly  into  an  ambulance.     So  must  a  man 
to  the  limit.     His  going  down  reminded  me  ( 
blows  I  had  seen  in   prize-rings.     My  owi 
completely  forgotten  in  the  absorbing  interea 
the  drama  if  you  will. 

We  arrived  at  our  camping-ground  about 
after  a  march  of  nearly  thirty  miles  since  moi 
guide  told  us  that  the  town  of  lieitz  was  ov 
rise. 

General  Boyeswas  standing  in  the  evening 
specimen  of  an  Englifth  gentleman — watchin 
column  trailing  in,  and  surveying  the  campj 
now  and  then  questioning  the  guide  as  to  diffe 
and  directions.  The  guide  was  in  civilian  clothi 
a  broad  blue  band  about  his  black  wide-awake 
neighbourhood  of  Beitz  is  a  continuous  series  o 
rolling  hills  well  covered  with  grass.  A  hi 
Boers,  we  learned,  had  passed  through  Beits 
previously. 
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Newnham  and  Roller  went  out  in  the  morning  with  Angunw 
their  Sections  to  patrol  around  Eeitz.  I  did  not  go. 
Newnham  ordered  me  to  rest  my  foot,  which  was  quite 
painful.  Camp  was  not  moved.  Our  lines  were  along 
the  edges  of  a  string  of  water-holes.  The  infantry  rested, 
and  all  the  afternoon  scores  of  them  lined  the  lagoons, 
occupying  themselves  with  clothes-washing  and  washing 
themselves  and  searching  for  lice.  I  felt  horribly  dirty 
myself,  but  drew  the  line  at  this  rather  promiscuous  lava- 
tory. A  good  comrade  brought  me  a  bucket  of  clean 
water  from  a  guarded  hole,  and  I  got  the  first  wash  for 
weeks.  We  were  able  to  get  bread  at  28.  6d.  per  loaf  from 
town.  The  patrol  returned  early,  and  then  Mr.  Newnham 
read  out  some  Renter's  telegrams  concerning  Parlia- 
mentary inquiries  as  to  the  privations  in  Rundle's  division 
and  the  **  exigencies"  of  war. 

There  were  several  mounted  patrols  ordered  out  in  the  Aosuitifi 
early  morning.  Strong  infantry  pickets  were  posted  on 
the  ridges.  A  convoy  came  in  for  us,  but  there  were  no 
L  Y.  mails.  Napier  and  his  party  were  still  absent.  We 
had  been  on  three-quarter  rations  for  more  than  two  weeks, 
and  they  were  stinted  at  that  rate.  Sugar  was  ordered  to 
be  issued  direct  to  the  men  for  the  futture,  at  which  much 
tttisfaction  was  expressed  ;  it  had  been  the  custom  for  the 
cook  to  keep  it  for  tea  and  coffee  rations,  and  its  sweetness 
was  somehow  wasted  in  that  way.  No  biscuits  were 
issued,  only  flour.  The  patrols  bring  in  no  news  of  the 
enemy.     I  found  time  to  write  a  number  of  letters. 

Last  night  was  our  first  warm  night.  Aoidmct. 

The  infantry  pickets  were  entrenched  on  the  ridges.  A 
reconnaissance  in  force  under  Newnham  and  Roller  went 
OUt»  taking  every  available  man.  Ten  were  left  in  the 
lines.  I  had  orders  to  remain.  We  made  an  arrangement 
to  pay  the  cook  two  shillings  to  cook  our  meat  and  potato 
rations,  but  the  Sergeant- Major  forbade  him  to  do  so.  I 
protMted,  for  there  was  no  fuel  in  camp  except  at  the 
cookhouse.  At  four  o'clock  orders  came  to  break  camp 
aad  to  proceed  to  Reitz  town.     My  foot  was  much  better^ 
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but  it  w&s  very  painful  moving  aboat  doinf 
We  pitched  camp  to  the  west  of  Reitz  tc 
after,  the  men  came  in  from  the  reconnaissat 
of  the  enemy  had  been  seen,  bat  three  p 
bronght  in  from  a  farm  several  miles  distant 
Immediately  after  breakfast  we  were  on 
camp  higher  up  the  hill  west  of  Reitz.     We 
eat  here,  because  we  were  able  to  buy  bread,  i 
butter  and  eggs.    Rations  were  irregular,  ant 
feast  or  famine  with  ns.     It  was  a  quiet  da 
a  few  patrols  and  guards.     The  Bergeani 
plained  to  Mr.  Newnham  because  I  had  sng{ 
tyranny  "  yesterday  when    he  had  prevent 
from  cooking  our  rations.    Mr.  Newnham 
severe.     He  told  me  I  must  not  protest.     Tl 
bullying  that  an  ill-disposed  old  soldier  nc 
knows  the  ropes,  can  bring  to  bear  on  those 
gimply  inconceivable  to  outsiders. 
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T)t7E  had  hardly  begun  the  day's  regular  camp  duties  iwo 

»  *    when  orders  came  to  strike  camp,  to  leave  at  once,  r^wuio 

Mr.  Newnham  left  me  behind  on  the  site  of  the  lines  to  eanday.' 

await  a  waggon  which  was  out  foraging  under  Meikle  and 

,  Jacoby,  also  to  await  Barton,  who  bad  gone  into  Reitz  for 

j   the  bread,  made  up  of  our  rations  flour,  also  a  patrol  under 

Mr,  Boiler.     It  was  late  before  I  was  able  to  deliver  all  the 

instmctions  and  I  rode  out  of  Keitz  alone,  nine  miles  to 

camp,  which  I  reached  some  time  after  dark.      On  the  way 

to  camp  Meikle  shot  a  buck  and  brought  it  in.    About 

three  miles  behind  the  column  I  surprised  an  old  Boer 

pickmg  up  the  exhausted  oxen.     He  showed  me  one  or 

two  signed  passes  and  said  he  had  permission !     I  passed 

on,  wondering  that  such  things  could  be.     In  the  dark  I 

I    lost  my  mess-tin  from  my  saddle,  but  returning  on  my 

tracks,  by  great  good  luck,  I  found  it  in  the  road.    I  was 

waroed  for  night  guard,  second  relief. 

The  whole  brigade  started  from  camp  in  a  south-easterly  ^°^^ 
direction,  turning  around  in  a  great  semicircle  through  an  ^^ 
I  immense  natural  valley  or  basin  in  the  veldt  to  the  north- 
j  east  and  north.  The  advance  guard  of  mounted  men  was 
I  greaiiy  extended.  Palmer,  Tomlinson,  Oppe  and  I  were 
I  advance  left  patrol,  1200  yards  out  from  the  column  and 
]  ordered  to  keep  in  touch  with  Gray,  Groome,  Blount,  and 
I  McDonnell  who  were  patrolling  at  1800  yards.  At  ten 
o'clock  we  were  ordered  to  gallop  in  pursuit  of  some  Boers 
I    teta  ahdftd.    Palmer  took  us  over  the  Wilge  River  to  the  de 
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pany  ndon  ind  fon^e  f^tigne  nndtg 
HwgmkUi  Gnunlej.  After  the  fstigne 
had  to  nurcfa  a  mile  over  rongh  ways  to 
camp*  when  wa  Aw&iied  the  pleaaare  of 
aoo-oom.  tor  over  two  boon,  when  Gq 
wail  DO  looger.  There  was  moch  complail 
mambefB  o£  tlie  fatigue,  who  retuzned  at  u4 
hungry  and  weary. 

Newnham  and  Roller  took  eight  of  as — ii 
of  Cosnpany  35th — cot  to  reoonnoitce  up  i 
an   hour  we  arrived  at  Twee  Slabhert*8  | 
Here  Mr.  Newnham  left  E.  C.  Soott  and  g 
of  two  remoonta  we  had  pieked  up  on  Um 
the  rest  of  the  party  croeaed  the  riTcr,  w] 
to  look  at  a  bunch  of  horses  grazing  on  l 
The  women   at  the  farmhoose  were  calledl 
they   sold    Scott   and   me    bacon,  bread  an 
oooked  OS  some  cofifee,  "  mealie  pi^/*  and  i 
was  an  interesting  Kaffir  knuU  near  the  fi^ 
sketched  and  made  notes,  and  two  or  three  j 
girls  came   up  to  question  us.    They  wervl 
and  densely  ignorant  as  to  the  progress  of  th^ 
were  quite  cheerful  over  the  eyents,  and  1| 
that  everything  was  going  in  favour  of  th<j 
they  wouldi  they  said,  eventually  triumph^ 
South  Africa. 

Mr.  Newnham  and  his  party  returned  in  sb 
and  a  half,  and  we  rode  into  camp  to  findj 
Barrington  had  just  returned  from  Harru 
despatches.  Edmondston  and  Faber  were  i 
They  left  at  Mill  River  on  August  11th. 

Camp  remained  stationary.  At  sunrise 
mounted  men,  including  34th  and  35th,  an 
morgans,  all  under  command  of  Major  Wync 
of  the  Glamorgans,  fell  in  with  one  waggQ 
Company,  taking  blankets  and  provisions.  ^ 
in  a  north-easbcrly  direction,  presumably  tc 
town  of  Vrede.     After  a  brisk  ride  of  twent) 
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negro  minfltrels,  and  so  we  arrived  in  caiq 
halted  for  midday  lunch  at  a  big  farmhoose 
were  several  burghers.  Ilobert  Farrant, 
Glamorgans,  and  my  cousin,  boiled  some 
me,  and  we  took  lunch  together.  In  one  al 
store-rooms,  I  foimd  about  twenty  home-q 
cartridges.  I  thought  they  might  indicate  a^ 
but  no  search  was  made.  We  got  into  camj 
in  a  miserably  dirty  state — our  journey  had 
five  miles  in  the  two  days.  i 

Vrede  was  the  third  town  of  the  0.  Y.  Sj 
members  of  the  34th  Company  had  been  the 

There  was  a  return  of  hard  frost  during  thi 
perhaps  to  the  falling  of  the  wind. 

Mr.  Newnham's  servant  Keef  came  in  wi| 
cart  from  Harrismith,  bringing  a  mail  for  ( 
their  great  delight.     My  shore  was  five  let| 
and  Edmondston  returned  to-day,  they  were 
in    new    clothes,   which    they   **drew'*   at  , 
The  contrast  makes  us  realise  how  truly  d^ 
and    disreputable    we     are.     We    broke    e 
noon,  and  the   brigade  marched  towards  Vj 
eight  miles,  and  camped  by  a  tributary  of 
In  camp,   we   were   all  anxious  to  cook  oui 
chupatties.   and   there   was  plenty  of  dang  I 
it  was  of  a  rather  frost-bitten  quality.     Majo^ 
Quin  made  a  fuss  about  the  "  smoky  dung- 
much  to  the  men's  discomfort,  they  were  or< 
extinguished.     Men  wore  supposed   to  remai 
lines  and  there  was  no  other  way  for  them  t 
cooking. 

Marching  to  this  Camp,  our  Section  had  1 
advance  guard,  and  we  had  ridden  very  faj 
nothing  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  seen  in  this  ] 
hood.     I  was  warned  for  night  guard. 

Mr.  Newnham  took  us  out  before  sunrise  a 
guard.  Our  formation  was  different  £rom  the  \ 
We  were  extended  in  double  files,  at  about  tw( 
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j'  interval,  on  the  right  flank  of  and  parallel  with 
fche  road  taken  by  the  column  or  convoy.  We  made 
long  halts  on  account  of  the  drifts  on  the  road.  We 
could  not  see  the  convoy  for  most  of  our  way,  but  we 
coold  hear  the  fax-off  creak  of  waggons  and  squeaking 
brakes*  the  crack  of  whip,  and  screaming  Kafhr.  My  file 
partner  was  Campbell,  the  released  Irish  Yeoman,  and  I 
found  him  an  interesting  companion. 

Aside  from  the  great  fires  caused  by  warfare  or  its 
accidents,  it  is  now  the  Boer  farmers*  "  burning  season/' 
that  is,  the  month  in  which  he  burns  grass  that  has 
become  so  rank,  matted  and  dead  as  to  impede  the  growth 
of  the  young  grass.  To  prevent  the  undue  spread  of  fires 
80  Bt&rted,  he  ploughs  long  lines  of  **  fire  guards."  Of 
course,  this  year  has  seen  wider  areas  than  usual  burnt. 
To-day  we  passed  large  numbers  of  dead  springbok, 
blesbok,  and  sheep  that  had  been  hemmed  in  and  killed 
by  the  fierce  veldt  fires.  Sometimes  they  were  seen  along 
a  strong  barbed  wire  fence,  brought  to  bay  by  enemies 
they  feared  and  could  not  comprehend.  We  also  saw 
herds  of  several  kinds  of  buck,  and  Mr.  Newnham  and 
others  took  a  few  shots  for  venison's  sake  but  no  hit  was 
made.  One  herd  was  of  more  than  a  hundred.  1  found 
a  Cape  lark's  nest  with  two  eggs.  The  days  were  of 
fiercer  heat  than  ever,  and  although  we  had  two  or  three 
sharp  frosts  the  nights  generally  were  getting  wanner. 
Soon  after  noon,  we  came  to  Leeuw  Kop,  a  big  kop 
which  rises  above  Woodside,  which  is  L.  F.  Drake's 
store.  A  Union  Jack  was  flying  breezily  over  the  store. 
The  kop  loomed  up  sombre  and  dark  above,  for  a  recent 
fixe  had  swept  completely  over  it.  There  was  good  water 
here  and  the  men  enjoyed  a  rare  wash  and  swim.  About 
a  mile  from  Woodside  we  came  across  a  farm  store  of  "oat 
hay."  and  our  Section  helped  themselves  to  a  bundle 
■piMe — but  a  Staff  officer  made  us  go  back  with  it  to  the 
farm.  All  the  afternoon  I  was  one  of  the  grazing  guards, 
and  if  I  got  no  wash  myself  I  enjoyed  seeing  the  other 
(ellowfl  ducking  about  in  the  wateiholes* 
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It  mined  nearly  aU  the  night,  and  we  ttm 
chilled.  I  had  been  night-guard,  and  to  benpi 
about  afToFded  as  raach  comfort  as  cowering  t 
the  mad  could  give. 

At  2,30  p.m.  we  were  ordered  to  move  camj 
other  side  of  a  hill  near  town.  It  had  stop 
for  an  hour  or  two.  The  sky  looked  black  u 
ing — we  saw  it  coming  and  what  it  meant 
like  fiends,  and  had  barely  got  a  few  ten' 
a  terrific  wind  and  rain  storm  tore  down  •• 
a  perfect  fury  from  the  west,  and  it  lasti 
hoars.  It  cleared  towards  sunset,  but  rain  I 
midnight. 

A  Reconnaissance  in  force  of  four  Companit 
in  a  north-westerly  direction.     I  was  one  o 
right  flank  guard,  with  Pyecroft,  Patterson. 
Mr.  Newnham  directed  us.    Owing  to  the  m: 
it  was  most  difficult  to  keep  in  touch.    About 
it  cleared.     We  searched  several  farms,  found 
and  took  three  prisoners,  and  saw  a  few  Boer 
not  the  enemy  in  force.    After  a  lunch  at  a  laq 
returned  to  Vrede  at  4.30  p.m.     I  bought,  at  t 
a  Zulu*  an  assegai  for  2s. 

There  was  a  frost  last  night,  the  first  f( 
There  was  an  early  inspection  of  rifles  and 
rations.    It  was  an  easy  day.    I  drew  a  paa^ 
with  Morris  to  Ross's  Hotel  and  got  a  good 
saw  at  Vrede  one  of  the  most  flagrant  abua 
that  I  observed  on  the  campaign.     It  was  a  c 
sible  of  explanation.     It  was  found  possible  t 
various  sorts  of  jam  from  a  man  in  one  of  tl 
Is.  6d.  per  pot.     The  pots  were  labelled,  to  t 
my  recollection,  "  delicacies  for  the  troops  at  th< 
their  history  I  was  unable  to  obtain.     8ome 
were  read  out   to  us   of   Bailer's    movement: 
assume  that  they  had  been  heliographed  fron 
to  Column  or  sent  by  rider  from  Standerton. 
omitting  names   of  persons  and   places,   a  co 
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interesting  Intelligence  document  relating  to  the  policy 
poiBued  at  this  date : — 

August  26th,  1900, 
Dbab  , 

teUi  me  you  are  acting  Intelligenoe  Officer  with  Korbhem 

Cohimn. 

I  have  no map  at  all,  only  twelve   have   been  received  (or 

wbdt  division,  and  there  are  none  available  now. 

I  tend  yon  some  proclamations  which  may  be  useful. 

The  following  is  a  U^t  of  people  who  should  be  specially  looked 
^ler:— 

(Here  follows  a  list  of  names.) 

and  ,  of  ,  have  four  rifles,  but  I  ihinlc  General 

win  deal  with  them. 

Begarding  passes  lasuod   by  me  or  Colonel these  are  to  be 

fvap^cied  unless  you  know  any  reason  why  they  should  be  forfeited ; 
bat  Btock,  Ac.,  taken  from  people  with  passes  should  be  taken  by 
giviBg  receipts.  Other  people  who  have  not  got  passes  Bkod  have  not 
■orrendered  you  know  how  to  deal  with.     Any  surrenders  to  General 

,  who  administered  the  oath  of  neutrality  against  General *b 

orders  are  not  to  be  recognised. 

Look  ont  tor  hidden  rifles,  especially  on  widows'  farms.  Pay 
KaAzB  liberally  for  certain  and  true  information  regarding  buried 
arms,  hc.t  and  hidden  horses  and  cattle. 

Field  Cornets  and  Commftndftnts'  houses  aboold  be  toftrohed  for 
docamenta. 

If  you  find  any  farmers  (except  En^ishmcn)  with  passes  ride  or 
Arira  away  from  their  farms  please  cancel  that  permission.  Women 
fthoold  be  strictly  forbidden  to  move  off  their  farxDB. 

(Widows  also  include  grass  widows.) 

At  se&roh  the   house  of  for  papers,   aloo   all  oflirials* 

bousest  and  try  and  get  by  bribing  information  as  to  the  whereabouts 
of  annt,  loot,  dto. 

Doo*t  trust  too  much  to  what  EngUahmen, ,  say  about  Boers. 

AD  the  farmers  owe  them  money,  and  therefore  it  U  not  to  their 
hiteraBt  that  the  Boers  should  be  deported. 

An  acknowledgment  must  be  given  of  the  amount  of  stock,  Ac., 
kkwn  %imy  from  farms  of  prisoners  of  war. 

AO  Kaffir  kraals  should  be  searched   (or  arms  and  all   natives 
to  lidcu 

Yours  ainoerelv, 


Frost    Bightocn  of  ub  under  Newnham,  and  about  tho  gJJ^^SJj***- 
Dumber  of  regular  Mounted  Infantry  with  a  sergeant,  J^^*^* 
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started  at  7  a.m.  with  waggoiiB  on  the  sami 
roftd  ftfl  we  reooimoitred  on  August  Slat  (tov 
fort).  It  was  a  foraging  expedition.  We  xo 
farms.  Mr.  Newnham  exercised  mach  i 
disposition  of  pickets  and  in  extended  form 
tamed  back  at  a  farm  some  distance  beyond 
reached  on  August  8 1st.  We  commandeered  J 
head  of  cattle  and  a  still  greater  number  o 
returned  to  camp  by  sundown,  after  a  hard  r 
forty  miles.  We  found  that  Roller  had  go] 
the  rest  of  the  Company  to  assist  a  convoy  ( 
Standerton  which  was  believed  to  have  got 
with  the  Boers.  It  was  a  false  alarm,  and 
came  in  safely  with  our  men. 


CHAPTER  XXn 


A  CATTLE  DiUVE  TO  THB  TRANSVAAL 


FROST.  Stables  were  called  by  way  of  change.  I  gg^^ 
was  one  of  six  grazing  guards  under  Ouvry,  and  fdot^ 
at  11.30  a.m.  we  were  called  in  very  suddenlj'.  Roller 
had  orders  to  take  thirty  men  and  drive  foar  hundred 
head  of  cattle  and  eight  hundred  sheep  to  the  Klip  River 
Drift  on  the  Standerton  Road.  There  we  were  to  meet 
drivers  who  would  take  over  the  stock.  In  the  very 
outskirts  of  Vrede  our  Kaffirs  began  to  give  trouble,  and 
BoUer  decided  to  send  thera  back  to  Vrede  at  sundown. 
I  think  they  feared  to  proceed,  and  I  did  not  blame  them, 
though  it  was  exasperating.  The  sheep  were  awfully 
slow  and  gave  us  immense  trouble  at  muddy  drifts.  We 
eaxnped  seven  miles  north  of  Vrede.  I  was  one  of  the 
night  guards  at  the  road  gate  of  the  deserted  farm  at 
iHiich  we  camped. 

It  was  a  mild  night.  Some  of  the  stock  broke  back  rSyv^^u 
towards  Vredo.  I  was  one  of  nine  ordered  to  round  up 
the  missing  cattle.  We  brought  in  thirty  or  forty  bead. 
Roller  gave  us  an  hour's  grace  for  breakfast  and  passed 
OQ  with  the  herd.  At  noon  wc  all  stopped  for  lunch  at 
ftdeoerted  farm,  five  miles  south  of  the  Klip  River.  We 
|«8SBd  on  to  De  Lange*s  drift,  which  is  a  very  steep, 
narrow  and  difficult  passage.  Here  we  found  a  Troop 
of  the  13th  Hussars  awaiting  us.  It  took  us  some  hours 
and  infinite  labour  and  patience  to  induce  the  sheep  to 
piBB  over  the  river.  At  la&t  we  found  ourselves  in  camp 
in  Itensvaal  territory. 

20  m 
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This  day*B  drive  of  cattle  is  one  of  tl 
experiences  of  those  engaged  in  it.     Am 
aoooant  could  have  been  written  of  the  da; 
there  was  no  time  for  that  sort  of  thing.     Ifi 
hot,  wearisome  trudge,  neither  an  elevati 
taining  occupation.    We  were  learning  th 
came  within  a  soldier's  duty,  but  there  we 
who  expressed  an  opinion  that  this  was  bar 
had  anticipated,  and  that  it  might  be  app 
to  be  called  in  fa  tore,  *'  Imperial  Yeomen 
spite  of  grousing  every  man  toiled  manfully 
Casting  back  over  that  scorching  day's 
notesi  there  are  incidents  that  seem  to  stani 
nently  against    the    great    stretch    of    blue 
Things  unforgetable,  that  drew  on  pity,  pa 
exasperation  in  equal  proportions.     The  uti 
ness  of  weak,  hungry  sheep  in  crossing  the 
and  our  work  of  pulling  them  up  out 
setting  them  on  their  feet.    The  weakness  of 
shanks  after  their  struggles,  and  how  like  the} 
toy  Noah's  Ark  animals  ricketty  on  their  pins, 
was  made  up  of  all  sorts  of  breeds  and  typi 
and    cattle.      There    were    many    long,    wiu 
Angoras.     As   to  the  cattle   their  ancestors^ 
from  points  as  wide  apart  as  the  plains  ofj 
Devonshire  valleys,  hump  or  colour,  horn  or  * 
witness.      The   sheep  and    goats  had   pathet 
nances,  almost   human — there  were  Angoras 
beards,  that  looked  like  little  senile  patriarchs ; 
sheep  with  wool  about  their  faces  that  remin 
sleepy  faces  peering  out  of    *'Balaklava  hel 
reveille.     The  goats  had  a  trick  of  catching  i 
in  the  hair  of  their  breasts,  and  they  would 
like  a  tightly  curbed  pony  until  we  could  catch 
release  their  teeth.    They  were  very  light  and 
and  wool  hid  this  pitiful  aspect,  but  when  w 
laggard  in  either  hand  by  the  wool  of  the  back  & 
them  forward  it  became  apparent  that  they  we 


OBe  OB  human  food.  That  was  the  fate  in  store  for  them 
at  Standerton.  Often  they  bhndly  rushed  into  barbed 
wire  at  the  roadside,  and  it  took  us  a  long  time  to  cut 
them  free.  The  whole  time  we  were  whisthng,  shouting, 
and  chanting  to  them  as  their  multitudinous  feet  pattered 
along.  There  were  many  premature  births,  this  seemed 
most  pitiful  of  all.  Cows  calved,  and  mother  and  young 
were  mercifully  left  behind.  The  cows  stood  startled, 
doabifnlly  regarding  the  vanishing  herd  from  the  middle 
of  the  road,  now  trying  to  teach  the  art  of  sucking  as 
necessary  to  life,  and  now  hesitating  between  two 
hiBtiiicts,  gregahousness  and  maternity.  Thirsty  cattle 
vemembering  past  watering-places  and  not  knowing 
what  was  ahead  would  make  determined  breaks  back 
the  road.  Then  we  would  have  to  mount  our  horses 
which  we  were  leading  and  race  to  head  them  ofif.  There 
was  always  before  the  herd  the  temptation  to  graze  too 
kmg  at  the  risk  of  lagging  behind,  which  made  our  work 
ooostant.  When  we  saw  a  sheep  or  goat  could  go  no 
longer  we  let  it  drop  oat,  and  if  we  looked  behind  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  later  we  saw  the  furtive  Kaffir  steal 
finom  cover  to  claim  his  share  of  the  spoils  of  war.  We 
killed  for  rations,  but  the  result  was  scarcely  more  than 
&bn  and  bone. 

At  the  drift  we  wedged  them  into  the  approach,  but  wc 
oomld  hardly  get  them  to  budge  forward.  When  they 
Boved  they  seemed  to  prefer  the  deeper,  still  water 
to  the  shallower,  running  parts  of  the  stream.  Ralli 
here  headed  a  rescuing  party  and  saved  scores  of  foolish 
ibeep  at  the  expense  of  a  thorough  wetting, 

fThe  roll   of    those   who  crossed    the   Klip  Biver  on 
ftember  4th,  1900,  is  as  follows:— 


UnL  Boiler. 

Fortewme. 

Morg&n,  J 

Biatec^a. 

Gr»,v. 

Meikle. 

Cfaolmelejr. 

Hoea&n. 

Morria. 

Chdity. 

Herring. 

Napier. 

Cecner. 

Homcaatle. 

Oppe. 

my. 

liuna. 

Pyeorori. 
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had  very  thonghtfolly  sent  oat  from  camp.  She 
we  arrived  at  the  vacated  night's  camping-grom 
Brigade.  Here  we  halted  for  a  rest  and  feed, 
afternoon  we  followed  the  Brigade  for  twelve  n 
by  evening  we  arrived  at  Mill  Biver  Bridge  and 
oar  camping-groond  of  Angast  11th — the  daj 
and  wind.  We  found  it  chilly  and  windy  di 
night. 


THE  whole  Bngade  started  at  5.30.  Under  Newnharn 
the  34th  Company  were  left  flank  guard,  double  files 
at  two  hundred  yards'  interval.  We  arrived  at  camp,  near 
the  camp  of  August  12th,  about  twenty  miles  west  of 
Harrismith  and  not  far  from  Langridge's  Farm,  at  which 
Napier  and  his  party  had  stopped  on  their  Harrismith 
trip.  It  was  a  windy,  cold,  cloudy,  disagreeable  march. 
We  were  camped  near  a  river,  which  I  assumed  to  be 
ft  southern  part  of  the  Wilge.  At  abnost  every  farm 
we  passed  the  orchards  and  trees  were  all  lavender,  pink, 
white,  and  green  with  bloom  and  leaf.  I  was  night  guard, 
third  rehef.  There  was  £ro8t.  It  was  almost  full  moon. 
I  called  34th  at  4  a.m.  I  was  feeling  ill  to-day.  We 
marched  at  sunrise,  which  was  a  very  lovely,  golden  one. 
We  mvched  thirteen  miles  in  a  south-westerly  direction. 
General  Kundle  and  his  Division  joined  us  at  10  a.m. 
bom  the  direction  of  Harrismith.  We  pitched  camp 
at  3  p.m.  on  a  Bethlehem  Koad.  Soon  after  84th  were 
ordered  to  saddle  for  special  duty.  Under  Newnham  we 
rode  out  five  miles  in  a  south-westerly  direction  and  burnt 
a  farmhouse  from  which  some  of  our  men  had  been  fired 
at  in  the  morning.  It  was  our  first  experience  in  farm 
burning,  and  we  did  not  go  at  it  heartily,  but  we  all 
tbodght  it  was  a  just  sentence  and  one  that  had  to  be 
eecried  ont.  Not  a  soul  was  about  the  place,  but  a  Kafiir 
woman  turned  up  and  said  that  the  mistress  and  othens 
had  fled  to  another  farm,  so  that  the  owners  mast  have 


Septembers. 
BuiidAy. 
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lUacbecU*r  InfAntry  in  froDt  of  us,  but  to  t| 
CooTOf.  Meilde.  Fowler,  and  I  were  on  t^ 
Wc  »w  mounted  Boer  scoute  follo"| 
th«y  did  not  come  within  range,  althoogli 
•otic*  Ifaem.  At  a  farmhouse  at  which  wi 
were  two  women,  one  of  whom  had  that  ti| 
birth  to  a  wee  girl  baby.  We  were  eagerl] 
^ew  the  mother  and  child,  and  ae  each  took 
his  amw  and  praised  it  a  wan  smile  flickf 
faoo  of  the  mother.  Her  man,  she  al 
eommando.  Mcikle  and  I,  during  the  afl 
had  an  opportanity  of  examining  a  lot  of  fia 
Deats  in  a  blossoming  orchard.  Almost  everf 
bad  young  ones.  It  waa  a  long,  weary  mard 
fall  we  doaed  in  on  the  road  with  tbe  Q 
were  a  long  tune  in  getting  across  the  a| 
River,  and  did  not  leaefa  camp, 
Biddolpbaberg.  until  1^  ajn.  We 
milea. 

There  wae  no  eteep  laal  nigbt. 

eanp  NewnbMi  eaid,  ''II  iRwai 

WinJMtM    mile  the  nMof  it.' 


Our  4a^«aa  IW  nght 
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le  fchrongh  one   of  the   farmhouse  walls.     While  we 
at  this  point  a  heavy  cannonading  broke  out  in  the 
rection  of  SenekaJ. 

The   great    bergs   of    Biddulphsberg,    Tafelberg,    and 

ers  looked  grandly  magnidceat  in  the  morning  sun- 

hi.     They  rise  from  the  surrounding  veldt  on  truncated 

conic  bases,  the  upper  strata  are  almost  precipitous,  and 

the   summit  is  comparatively  flat.     They  are  covered, 

wherever  herbage  will  grow,  with  rich  grasses.     They 

I     are  great  natural  fortresses,  and  to  anything  like  frontal 

attacks   are    practically   impregnable,   and  one   fortress 

j     covers  the  other  in  a  long  series. 

Our  post  was  in  the  rearmost  position,  so  that  although 
the  cannonading  continued  and  the  Convoy  halted,  we 
rJknew  nothing  of  what  was  going  on.  We  assumed  that 
Hlhe  enemy  were  tnnng  to  hold  Senekal  against  us.  We 
^naw  one  Boer  gallop  frantically  out  to  our  right  beyond 
^^range,  and  in  the  far  distance  we  could  see  the  dust  of  a 
rapidly  moving  Convoy  that  could  only  belong  to  the 
enemy.  Some  of  our  posts  in  the  front  got  under  pretty 
brisk  rifle  fire,  but  no  damage  was  done  to  our  Company. 
Groome,  Meikle,  and  Tomlinson  told  me  their  posts  had 
come  into  close  touch  with  the  Boers  in  one  of  the 
spruits,  and  that  they  had  exchanged  rifle  fire.  Mr. 
Newnham  was  there  actively  directing  their  movements. 
At  two  o'clock  the  cannonading  on  both  sides  almost 
eeaaed.  A  body  of  the  enemy  had  apparently  escaped 
aorUsward  or  north-west.  They  had  been  making  them- 
selvee  free  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Senekal  for  some 
time.  We  camped  on  the  side  of  the  kopje,  and  I  was 
immediately  told  ofl"  for  grazing  guard  with  four  others. 
The  camp  was  a  very  large  one,  and  thousands  of  cattle, 
moks,  oxen,  sheep,  and  horses  were  grazing  in  the 
pAtcbee  of  green  grass.  The  tents  were  very  numerous. 
Men  were  washing  in  the  pools.  Kaffir  boys  were 
herding.  The  town  was  over  the  end  of  the  hill.  Hero 
aod  there  were  patches  of  dead  horses  and  cattle. 
WMSOnB  ftod  carts  were  innumerable.     After  the  noise 


Mmu 


Ai  Ml  ban.    We  took  otI  •■  the  tensM 
tl  i0  the  ywKd  and  ^tAm,    H^r  ^"w  •  i 

wMi  mvefa  eve.    Wfam  the  hooM  vm  n^ 

p|qr«d  Mid  Mi«  to  the  bonmff  df  IfaB  famUi 

qaite  dramfttic,  one  could  bat  regsrd  the  i 
mininrQ  of  f^ltngt.  She  saddenlj  doeed  tfa| 
and  numing  up  to  me  she  screamed,  "  God  m 
Ood  will  bleM  as!  Why  do  yoa  do  Ihisf 
my  hand  and  showed  her  a  Dumber  of  diacfal 
oarindgei  which  I  had  found  about  their  y 
tlUM  were  the  reasons.  She  denied  they  bi 
from  here.  I  said  I  had  picked  them  np  beci 
find  I  could  not  argue  with  her;  I  was  b 
Jjivto  lu  thii  ovt-ning  we  rode  into  camp,  pitc! 
oast  of  Kunekal.  close  by  the  north-west  c 
borp.     1  wa«  for  night  guard. 

Bootion  II.,  H4th  Company,  were  part  of  t1 
gttftrd  under  Newnham.  From  a  high  posi 
jjUmtrn  ho  flighted  some  Boer  Bcouta,  and  joi 
hOTiei  wo  bad  a  tremendous  i^allop  after  th 
mitee  into  the  hilly  country  by  Witkop.  'V 
Boen  in  very  difficult  country ;  some  of  our 
i\ol  k*H*p  the  pace,  and  were  stopped  at  a  gi 
dottipK  aboul  aixty  or  seventy  feet  deep.  Al 
nMie  to  the  top  o(  a  rid^pB  where  we  had 
Men.  Then  we  tamed  in  towards  the  C 
Mtr^  Kewnham  then  emt  Davem  and  m 
4ifeelmn  to^ewoh  for  Pelmer  and  Tomlini 
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scoating  together,  and  the  rest,  under  Mr.  Newnham, 
went  to  look  for  J.  Morgan  and  Faber.  Davem  and  I 
rode  a  long  distance  over  several  immense  kopjes,  but  we 
saw  nothing  of  Palmer  and  Tomlinson. 

In  the  heights  of  one  great  berg  that  we  climbed  we 
Baw  many  strange  flowers,  plants,  and  shrubs  that  are 
not  found  in  the  lower  regions,  and  we  got  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  surrounding  country.  We  saw  the  minute, 
trailing  Convoy,  far  away  in  the  valley  to  our  left  front. 
Up  here  among  the  rugged  stony  ways  and  huge 
boolders,  in  the  upper  silences  of  the  clear  air,  and 
ambling  along  in  the  warm  blue  sunshine,  it  seemed 
ae  if  battle  and  murder  mtat  be  farther  off  than  it  really 
wafl.    I  hummed  to  myself — 

**  Sooh  life  here,  throaRh  such  lengths  of  hoars, 

Such  miraoles  performed  in  pUy, 
Saoh  prim&l  nak&A  forms  of  flowers, 

Saob  letting  nktore  have  her  way, 
While  heaven  looks  from  iU  towers !  ** 

a  mountain  hynm  if  ever  there  was  one,  though  perhaps 
not  written  as  such. 

Davem  and  I  rode  into  camp  alone,  long  after  dark, 
after  a  thirty-mile  ride,  and  we  were  very  tired  and  hungry. 
It  was  some  time  before  we  could  find  our  linea 

We  wejre  having  very  hard  work  on  very  little  to  eat. 
We  did  not  turn  in  at  all  this  night.  The  first  reveille 
was  at  11.30  p.m.,  but  the  night  was  so  dark  and  cloudy 
thai  the  order  was  rescinded,  and  we  were  ordered  to  be 
on  parade  at  3  a.m.  All  the  mounted  men  combined  and 
cantered  from  camp  to  Bethlehem,  starting  in  the  dark. 
The  gun  rose  as  we  got  within  four  miles  of  Bethlehem. 
Mr.  Newnham  was  then  ordered  to  take  the  34th  around 
to  the  east  of  the  town,  across  the  deep  canon  of  the 
river,  and  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  hills  to  the  uorth 
of  (own.  This  we  did,  not  meeting  any  of  the  enemy. 
CoiMUrk  poets  were  eBtabtished  under  Corporals  J.  Morgan 
and  Barton.  The  rest  of  the  Company  halted  under  the 
hilltop  and  began  to  look  in  their  bags  for  something  to 

21 
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eat.    Saddenly  several  shoCa  were  fired  ia  ( 
of  one  of  the  Goesack  posts,  and  bullets  nl 
head,  and  we  scrambled  to  our  moonis  and  ( 
the  rise.     Roller  and  ThomtoD  irrere  in  tl 
Newnhain,  and  Faber,  Edmondston.  Fovrier, 
1  followed  with  others.     What  had  happeac 
Barton,  seeing  a  belated  armed  Boer  trying  tc 
town,  rode  down  tht?  hill  to  intercept  him  a 
to  surrundcr.     He  seemed  to  Barton  to  do 
Barton  began  to  dismount  the  Boer  shot  k 
the  thigh,  and  as  he  fell   to  the  ground  ■ 
shoulder,  and  again,  missing  him,     The  Bo 
Barton  was  alone,  began  to  "  go  through  I 
his  glasses  and  bandolier.     At  this  moment 
over  the  rise ;  some  of  us  did  not  see  what  h« 
but  Roller  and  Thornton  took  in  the  situatio 
a  dash  after  the  now  fleeing  Boer.     Both  had 
and  gained  on  him,  Edmondston  and  Faber 
some  distance,  and  put  in  a  shot  or  two  1 
interested.    At  the  end  of  a  three-mile  sta 
was  ran   to  earth,   and  falling  among  son 
began  to  pump  his  Mauser  at  Thornton  at 
close  quarters.     He  was   so  nervous  that  ) 
and  Thornton,  nothing  daunted,  closed  wit 
hard  struggle.    It  was  an  unequal  match,  i 
was  a  much  bigger  and  heavier  man;  they  ta 
clutching  at  each  other's  throats.     Roller  foi 
had  no  ammunition  for  his  pistol,  so  he  gavai 
whack  with  the  butt,  when  the  man  offered  ti 
They  brought  him   back   in   triumph.     It  v 
plucky  capture,  for  the  Boer  had  had  every  m 
the  last,  and  fired  at  his  pursuers  at  five  yards 
In  the  meanwhile   Newnham  had  turned 
down  a  mealie-field,  Fowler  and  I  following, 
midst   we   found    poor  Barton    lying   in  a  I 
Fowler  made  a  good  job  at  first-aid  drcssir 
nately  I  had  dressing,  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  a 
my  rum  rations  in  it.    I  did  what  I  could  to  h 
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Mr.  Newoham,  and  the  bleeding,  which  had  been 
^^ler  bad,  was  soon  8tanched. 

Hwe  took  in  two  other  men  as  prisoners.  The  man 
^0  had  been  pursued  put  a  very  bold  face  upon  his 
i^>ture,  and  said  "  it  was  a  damned  shame  he  hadn't 
called  one  of  thorn."  *  General  Bimdie  thanked  Thornton 
htod  Boiler  for  their  pluck,  and  presented  Thoi-nton  with 
Mke  Mauser  carbine  he  had  taken.  Barton  went  into 
k.ospital  and  was  invalided  home.  We  camped  at  the  old 
CTound  west  of  town. 

Stables  called  at  reveille,  and  an  order  was  read  out,  ^JJ^J^'® 
i^)ropo6  of  the  incident  of  yesterday,  to  the  effect  that  g^J^;^ 
hny  man  must  continue  to  shoot  until  the  enemy  throws 
^wn  his  arms  without  orders.  I  had  my  pony  shod, 
towler  and  I  dined  at  the  Cloete  Boarding-house. 
General  Campbell's  Brigade  passed  through  Bethlehem 
lo  a  camp  five  miles  on  the  Beitz  Boad. 

I  got  Jas  and  Kion,  Hollanders  and  Cape  cart  trim* 
men,  to  make  me  a  small  canvas  bivouac  shelter!  for 
£1  as.  6d. 

At  8.30  twenty  men  of  the  iJ4th,  under  Newnham  and  52^.***' •* 
Boiler,  combined  with  similar  numbers  from  the  Derbys,  ^**'™- 
Leicesters,  and  West  Rents,  rode  out  seventeen  miles 
north-west  under  Majors  Firman  and  Cavendish.  The 
latter  was  of  the  Intelhgence  Department.  We  tried  to 
fiod  a  buried  gun.  At  the  farmhouse,  where  it  was 
topposed  to  be,  we  found  a  big  hole  but  no  gun.  The 
women  said  that  spnng-water  was  the  object  of  the  hole. 
We  visited  two  kraals.  The  Kaffirs  complained  that  the 
Boers  had  fought  them,  killing  some  of  their  number  and 
their  horses.  Two  farms  in  the  neighbourhood  wore 
burnt,  and  we  returned  to  Bethlehem  after  a  very  hard, 
hot,  thirsty,  hungry  day. 

*  This  man  Kotix.  in  hMpit&l.  wm  noognlMd  hj  one  of  the  Ou&rdi  u 
lh»  nun  who  h«d  mur4«r«(l.  in  cold  blood,  m  w»uo(l«d  •oldier  in  lb*  fi«M.  H* 
*M  tri«diuid|pw>t'^v0  JCiU»-    He  did  not  danj  tb*  AOCUMtlon  1  vaa  told. 

t  For  Iho  ml  d  the  OMupaign  1  used  notUag  «1m  hy  mmy  of  nigbt  abelter. 
Mid  la  Am  bs>Tl— I.  cmias  I  found  It  ftdoqnalo  cover.  It  ooold  Iw  rolled 
laksli  Mid  WAlerprooJ. 


THK  8T0RT  OP  THK 


Most  of  the  DivinoD  weai  oat  v«n 
tag,  hmt  the  Impom]  Yoommaiy  vwi 
to  iwil  Ml  tooomin^  HAinsmith  0 
rimwwtfng,  prob«blj  bom  CftiopbeUl| 
loft  o*«iook  oor  prisooen  (ol  Hay  25&h)  I 
gooe  iato  HArramith  on  8epC«mber 
Coispuiy;  Ctptain  Bnme,  tnd  Md 
Cor  OarUn  oc  AngoA  18th ;  Coi 
left  ««  Vnda  for  StAodertoo,  aad 
the  Brig«d«.     Lord  Denman  abo 
thm  S5th  Company.    Mftik  came  with 
itece  WM  four  leUan.    Wo  marched  iii 
LinAey  at  1.80  and  pit  into  camp  at  I 
twenty  milea  from  Lindky,  late  in  the  a 
lor  nt^t  foaid. 
I  woke  the  lines  for  reveiUe  at  3.15,  at 

u»*^  raUel.     We  were  far  out  on  the  veldt  I 

tion  n.,  34,  under  Newnham,  were  left  fla 
hondred  yards'  interral  hetween  the  doal 
was  my  file  partner.    We  came  into  1 
eMiny  at  midday,  and  exchanged  canno! 
force  is  said  to  be  2.000,  under 
miserable,  trying,  dosty  day,  and 
draughty  pressore  was  almost  unendura 
tittle  to  eat,  and  came  into  camp  very  hn 
three    o'clock,    at    some    point    between 
Beitz.    We  travelled  in  a  northerly  direct 
ten  miles.     I   was   glad    to  welcome  back 
BIyth.   Richards,   the    two    Lees,    Weedoi 
Walker. 

We   were  out  on  the  trail  of  the  Boers 

**^  Thirty-fourth  were  a  pwt  of  a  strong  right 

We  travelled  northward  and  camped  about 
tram  the  last  camp.  We  saw  many  of  the 
came  under  fire  two  or  three  times,  once  ai 
quarters.  Newnham  at  one  time  took  up  a  { 
J.  I.  Leigh's  farm,  Trommel  (Bethlehem  d 
we  fired  at  retreating  Boers. 


IvfaOto 


Uratarwnl  ia  th«  35th  Battalion  of  tW  "K.w  TMnwur, 


!>/•«  raftaw. 


The    Division    Camp  remained    stationary   to-day  by 
Pllandskop. 

The  mounted  men  started  ont  early  towards  the  east,  HSrSTeTlm. 
as  far  as  I  could  make  out,  on  reconnaissance.  There 
was  a  dense,  damp  mist  over  the  whole  country.  I  was 
one  of  the  right  flank  guard  under  Corporal  Jack  Morgan, 
with  Faber,  Barrington,  and  Edmondston.  It  was  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  kept  in  touch,  and  at  times 
the  delay  of  barbed  wire  fences  caused  some  confusion. 
We  proceeded  in  this  fashion  for  about  six  miles,  when 
the  mist  suddenly  cleared,  and  almost  as  suddenly  we 
found  ourselves  under  a  heavy  fire  from  our  left  rear. 
The  bullets  came  very  thick  and  fast,  but  from  what 
point  we  could  not  at  first  discover.  We  had  to  pass 
thrcogh  an  opening  in  a  fence,  and  upon  this  point  the  fire 
seemed  to  be  concentrated,  as  I  came  through  I  rode  up 
to  Groome's  side  and  said,  "Where  the  devil  are  these 
bullets  coming  from?  "  We  were  in  open  formation  and 
no  orders  had  reached  us.  Groome  turned  around,  very 
quietly,  and  said,  "  I  don*t  know,  old  chap,  but  I've  got  it 
in  the  hip.**  It  was  said  in  such  an  even  voice  that  had 
I  not  known  htm  I  should  have  hardly  understood  that 
he  w«6  severely  wounded.  We  took  him  to  a  kraal,  where 
I  tied  up  the  wound  in  the  best  way  T  knew  how.  One 
of  the  West  Kents  gave  me  a  dressing  as  the  Companies 
turned  to  face  the  attack.  The  Boers  were  firing  from  a 
farmhouse,  from  which  they  were  soon  driven.  There 
were  no  other  serious  casualties — there  were  one  or  two 
seratches.  We  left  Groome  lying  on  the  floor  of  a  Kalhr 
hut,  surrounded  by  wondering  Kaffirs,  and  in  the  charge 
of  Ingram,  who  was  a  medical  student.  An  ambulance 
was  sent  &x)m  camp  to  bring  him  in.  After  burning  the 
farm  we  returned  to  Elandskop  Camp,  arriving  at 
fonr  p.m. 


TTNDER  command  of  the  Colonel  of  the 
^  fantry  we  started  with  two  guns  of  the 
Battery,  and  the  Mancheater  Infantry,  on  th 
Boad  sonth  eart.  Thirty-fourth  was  apbt  into! 
under  Newnham.  Roller,  and  Palmor  reapoctii 
now  had  a  oooinuBsmi,  having  beco  praniotedl 
I  waa  ooft  of  ten  with  Sargeanta  Green  and  1 
Pahner»  qq  the  leit  dank  gnard  dnty.  *'  Frooij 
ton  hocaea'  length  extend  I  ** 

By  ten  o*oloek  the  wind  blew  a  gale.^ 
BteoadalOD.  B.  V.  Wiishin.  and  I 
to  Iha  midday  camp.  Oar  post 
paidu  and  ve 
Tbe  Boeca  sniped  aloag  the  hfM 
d.  b^  DO  dsmifH  w»  iniiaftod.  Cm 
di  «a  eaaped  al  asBaal  sj^tw  auM 
ihixty-fiTo  or  so  fron  bmsmitk.        i 

L  OB  tna  wsgr  tft 


in 


TO  HARRISMITH 


;k  post  above  the  camp.     This  point  was  just  north- 
it  of  Platberf^,  distant  about  twenty-five  miles.     In  the 
[«ftemoon  we  continued  a  few  miles  to  Lan^dge's  Farm, 

tid  a  howling  dust  and  thunderstorm.  It  rained  and 
hail€Kl  a  little,  and  I  went  supperless  to  bed.  Our  mail 
had  been  taken  oflf  the  62nd  Convoy's  waggon,  and  I  was 
glad  to  get  late  in  the  evening  two  letters. 

Thirty-fourth  were  left  flank  guard  to  the  Convoy.  The 
two  guns  of  the  R.  F.  A.  returned  to  Reitz  yesterday,  and 
now  we  had  a  section  of  the  77th  Battery,  which  returned  to 
Harrismith  with  ns.  We  trekked  into  Harriemith  about 
1  o'clock  p.m.  just  as  folk  were  coming  out  of  cburch. 
We  arc  promised  a  rest,  and  they  tell  us  we  have  earned 
it.  We  camped  west  of  Harrismith.  We  were  glad  to 
Bieet  F.  W.  Scott,  and  J.  C.  Mcllwraith,  two  more  of  our 
Seneka!  Kopje  prisoners. 

Parade  of  horses  in  stables  in  the  afternoon.  I  took 
Bftrrington's  duty  on  a  squad  for  the  I^mount  Yard. 
We  brought  back  forty  or  fifty  for  the  34th  and  36th. 
Tbey  were  divided  in  the  evening  between  the  two  com- 
panies. The  officers  played  polo  near  the  Bemount 
station.  After  sunset  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in»  and  very 
severe  camp  restrictions  were  read  out  to  us. 

Faber.  Meikle,  Blount,  and  I  under  Corporal  Jack 
Mocgiui  patrolled  the  Bethlehem  Road  for  three  or  four 
nileB  out.  We  subsequently  breakfasted  in  town  before 
returning  to  camp.  I  drew  a  pass  to  town  and  bought  a 
lot  of  new  under-clothes,  and  other  necessaries.  I  lunched 
with  Edmondston  at  the  Centnd  Hotel.  Rumours  were 
flying  about  that  we  were  to  go  home  soon  I 

A  short  Patrol.  Horrible  weather  with  dust,  rain,  and 
tfaonder,  and  it  stormed  all  the  night.  This  camp 
tfmatened  to  be  a  second  Maitland,  with  its  Town  Guards, 
Quarter  Guards,  and  restrictions. 

Thirty  of  34th  under  Roller  and  Palmer,  went  out  west 
and  north-west,  twelve  miles,  to  a  farm  where,  it  was 
said,  Boers  were  putting  up  for  the  night.  I  rode  one  of 
the  new  Argentines,  a  perfect  brute,  who  started  the  day 


OotobarU 
R«v«lUa  4  a.m. 


SQoday 


OetobarlS. 
BaveUlft  6  ^m 


OitobMie. 


OdolMr: 

4.30^01. 


Oclol*arl& 

SJOftUL 


OftobOTia. 

BvTClIto 


Octotwrtt. 
R«veUle 


OoloberU. 

Reralllo  4  &  m. 
BuDdty. 


October  aa. 

630  ^m. 


316    THE  STORY  OF  THE  34th  C0MPA3 

by  giving  me  a  severe  "  oow  kick,"  T  went 
breakfast.  Palmer  tried  bim  for  a  qnarter 
and  confessed  him  an  onmana^eahle  brute.  '' 
at  noon,  having  found  no  Boers.  I  was  iidin| 
tine  only  for  the  day,  by  order,  my  own  poi 
very  fit.  My  day's  mount  was  sent  back  to  tl 
station  to  be  exchanged.  We  got  additional 
my  quota  was  three  letters  and  a  package  of  pi 
of  the  sergeants  got  into  a  sad  trouble  with 
olTicers,  after  "  lights  out.** 

Stables.      Parade  of  new  Argentine  remo 
Newnham,  at  7  a.m.     There  was  a  full  tum 
company  outside  camp  at  9  a.m.,  as  a  Harriafl 
grapher  desired  to  photograph  us.     In  the  » 
was   stable  guard.     Mr.    Newnham  again   pro 
copies  of  snapshots  he  had  taken.     It  was  a  fit 
windy  day.    There  was  cricket  at  the  recreatioi 

Bad  weather  all  day.     There  were  races  to-« 
raoe-coorse.     Roller  won  three.    I   remained 
I  greatly  preferred  being  on  trek  to  this  sort  ol 
camp. 

Under  Newnham,  twenty  men  went  out  fi 
miles  north  of  town  on  patrol.  Ralli  and  I  \s 
a  Cossack  post  to  hold  a  position  on  the  right  i 
all  returned  to  camp  by  nine  o'clock. 

I  was  delighted  and  interested  to  see  Ag 
Weisberg,  both  of  whom  had  been  wounded  a 
on  May  25th,  come  into  Camp  in  the  aftemoo; 
very  fit.  I  felt  very  unwell.  The  weather  was  d 
There  was  an  issue  of  rum. 

I  went  to  the  doctor  this  morning.     What 
Argentine's  cow  kick,  and  the  inactivity  of  stand 
my  liver  was  awfully  upset.    Groorae  went  to  M 
Hospital  Camp — Green  and  Meikle  saw  him  c 
train.     His  wound  was  now  gradually  healing. 

Sergeant  F.  W.  Scott  and  J.  C.  Mcllwraith  rei 
the  lines   to-day.      There  was  an  inspection 
Weather  bad. 


tax 


^ 


Still  onwel].  Little  done.  Disagreeable  weather. 
There  was  a  return  match  at  cricket.  The  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry won  this  time. 

Forty-three  men  of  the  d4th  rode  out  on  reconnaissance 
to  the  north-east,  as  far  as  Pleasant  Croft  Farm.  The 
owner  of  the  farm  was  a  prisoner  in  Ceylon.  Two 
hundred  men,  altogether,  of  the  Battalion  mider  Firman 
went  out.  starting  at  4  a.m.  I  lent  Edmondaton  my  pony 
as  I  was  excused  on  account  of  illness.  The  force  returned 
at  G.30  in  a  thunderstorm.  Nothing  was  accomplished. 
They  had  a  weary  day,  riding  45  miles.  I  was  night 
guard,  second  relief. 

It  rained  heavily  for  two  hours  in  the  morning.  Very 
ittle  done.  There  are  unlikely  rumours  afloat  of  our  early 
home-going. 

The  cannon  of  General  Bundle  were  heard  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  got  a  pass  to  town  to  get  new  clothes.  Mr.  Newn- 
ham  gave  me  a  special  order  to  Nicoll.  Nicoll,  one  of 
the  Senekal  Kopje  prisoners,  was  now  in  charge  of  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  stores.  All  the  clothes  had  been 
picked  over  and  only  large  sizes  were  left  *'  5'  11"  and 
6'  2"/'    BO  I  got  none.     Blyth  and  I  dined  together  at 

e  Commercial  Hotel.  There  was  a  cricket  match 
l>etween  84th  and  Derbys.  the  latter  won.  It  rained  in 
the  afternoon. 

All  available  men  of  the  Battalion  rode  out  twelve 
miles  to  Paul's  Rock  to  try  to  surprise  the  enemy. 
They  returned  before  noon  without  having  seen  any 
Boers.  Edmondston  again  rode  my  pony,  and  when  he 
retnmed  he  neglected  to  tie  him  to  the  lines,  in  conse- 
qoenoe  of  which  he  was  lost.    There  was  an  issue  of  rum. 

A  mail  came  in.  I  cleaned  my  rifle  and  did  some 
sewing.  Chnrcb  parade  at  11.45,  at  which  there  was  a 
bur  turn  out.  It  was  a  very  wet  night  last  night.  There 
wat  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  and  nearly  all  the  men  got 
wet.  In  the  afternoon,  Edmondston  and  I  rode  around  in 
of  my  pony,  but  we  did  not  find  him.  We  took 
together  at  the  Commercial  Hotel. 
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NovembftT  fl. 


Again,  the  Battalion  went  out  sometime 
for  a  Burprise,  but  they  returned  at  10  a. 
no  Bucoeu.  There  was  continual  and  hea 
caonon  from  daylight  till  eleven  o'clock.  L 
Napier,  Barrington,  Agncw,  and  Faber,  went 
reconnoitre.  They  watched  a  long  column  p 
15  mileB  out,  said  to  bu  General  Kundle's , 
made  a  long  search  for  my  horae  on  foot,  but 
him. 

Patrols  went  out  at  5  a.m.    With  Fowler,  I 
Maine's  mounted  orderly.    We  were  very 
despatches  all  day  from  his  headquarters  to  vi 
I  rode  one  of  the  Argentines.     Generals  R 
and  Campbell  came  in  with  their  troops,  w 
town  a  very  busy  aspect.     Harrismith  is  full 

Paid  in  full  to  October.  By  permission,  La 
ston,  and  I  went  out  to  look  for  my  pony.  1 
and  searched  in  various  directions.  At  last  I' 
and  one  of  the  35th  horses,  about  four  miles  w< 
grazing.  My  pony  was  well  but  looking 
Sergeant  Bullock  of  35th  laid  claim  to  the  g 
I  was  uigbt  guard.  ^ 

Bain  and  cold  prevailed.  We  gave  in  to  tl|| 
the  kit  we  possibly  could  do  without.  It  waa 
that  Roller  and  Newnham  were  leaving  us,  | 
much  disappointment.  We  were  told  that  \ 
start  for  Vrede  on  the  morrow.  We  lined  t 
goodbye  to  Boiler.  We  gave  three  cheers.  G 
that  he  had  a  commission.  | 

It  rained  the  whole  day.  A  most  miserable  \ 
muddy  and  sloppy  in  camp.  Notliing  was  done 
rolled  in  blankets  in  my  little  bivouac,  for  I  \ 
very  ill  through  lack  of  proper  food.  Thej 
possibility  of  cooking  any  of  our  rations.  Evei 
touched  was  wet  and  cliilL  We  again  lined  u 
goodbye  to  Newnham  to-day.  A  collection 
made  in  the  lines,  and  a  gold  watch-chain  was 
and  presented  to  him  by  way  of  souvenir. 
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departure  of  Newnham  and  Roller  very  keenly ;  they  had 
always  been  much  more  to  me  than  my  officers,  they  had 
always  been  just,  kind,  and,  true  friends  and  leaders. 

Stormy  and  chilly.  I  got  a  pass  to  town  and  wrote  a  lot 
of  letters.  Edmondston  and  I  took  supper  at  the  Bakery, 
as  the  hotels  were  again  mostly  out  of  bounds  for  privates. 
The  spruit  was  up,  and  some  enterprising  Tommies  were 
stripped  and  canying  unmounted  men  across  on  their 
shoulders  at  threepence  a  head. 


M0T61111MV  t> 


NoTAmber  5. 


NoTembsrft. 
Beveille  S  K~m- 


F*  was  a  lovely  morning.     We  broke  camp  i 
saddled  until   7.80  a.m.     Many  preciom 
had  to  be  cast  aside  because  we  were  orde 
•*  light.*'    We  marched  through  Harrismith 
road   and   halted  at  10.30  for  four  hours. 
Battalion  marched  together,  under  Firman.   ? 
were  now  commanded   by  Captain   Brune; 
Gray  were  the  Lieutenants.     In  the  aftemoc 
left  dank  guard  to  a  gun.    We  camped  sever 
of  Harrismith.    We  were  with  General  Boye 
It  was  80  much  pleasanter  to  be  on  the  trel 
ing  camp  is  a  misery  and  exceedingly  unhealt 
Section  II.  were  under  Gray.     We  were  a^ 
flank  guard.     We  travelled  northward,  and 
arrived  at  Mill   Kiver  Bridge.     It  seemed  t< 
vdndy  here.     To-day  was  no  exception  to  tht 
was  not  too  unpleasant  and  the  afternoon  wa 
were  on  the  way  to  Vrede.     Four  guns  of  t 
and  the  Manchester  Infantry  accompanied  us 
We  started  at  4.30.    Thirty -fourth  were  left 
with  an  interval  between  Sections  I.  and  II. 
being  in  advance.    With  Meikleand  Blyth,  I  wi 
connecting  files  between  guard  and  Convoy.    T 
extended   almost  three  miles   to  the  left.     I 
towards  a  kraal,  under  Brune  and  Palmer,  8< 
men  got  into  touch  with  a  body  of  the  enemy  u 
A  heavy  fire  was  turned  on  our  men,  and  B 
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ifhot,  in  the  abdomen.  Paparritor*s  and  one  or  two  other 
pjborses  were  wounded.  We  were  now  quite  near  Cornelia 
[River,  where  camp  was  to  be  pitched.  Blyth  and  I  halted 
I  for  over  two  hours  on  the  Convoy  coming  to  a  stop.  We 
jsaw  the  ambulance  going  out.  not  knowing  who  was  hit, 
IBIyth,  who  did  not  seem  weLl  at  all,  lay  down  and  slept 
heavily  in  the  sun.  I  picked  a  hatful  of  mushrooms 
which  the  recent  rains  had  brought  out.  The  veldt  was 
green  and  pretty  with  wild  flowers.  The  cause  of  the  halt 
was  the  crossing  of  Swartz  Klip  Drift  of  the  Comelis 
River,  about  twelve  miles  from  Mill  River.  Presently 
I  the  ambulance  came  slowly  back  ;  the  Convoy  was  moving 
into  camp,  and  Blyth  and  I  closed  in.  As  the  ambulance 
^passed  as  an  orderly  said,  "  He  has  just  died."  It  was 
[poor  young  Rhodes.  Ho  was  buried  on  a  rise  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  at  5.30  p.m.  General  Boyes  and 
Staff  and  most  of  the  Battalion  attended.  The  service  was 
iTery  impressive.  The  body  was  neatly  sewed  in  a  blanket 
;«nd  covered  with  a  flag. 

We  started  at  4.30  a.m.  and  we  continued  otir  left  flank  S°"?S^'- 
guard.    We  were  more  or  less  m  action  the  whole  day. 
We  found  the  enemy  on  almost  every  ridge,  and  con- 
stantly came  under  fire.     The  35th,  under  Denman,  were 
on  the  right,  and  in  taking  the  kopjes  to  the  east  of  New- 
market Store  they  had  three  men  woimded.     For  a  while 
,we  had  a  hot  time  on  a  low  kopje  or  ridge,  where  there 
were  the  remains  of  an   old   Kaflir   kraal.     The  Boers 
deliberately  exhibited   a   white    flag    and  reserved   fire. 
On   Corporal   Thornton  rising   to  examine  it  with   his 
iglasBea  he  was  fired  at,  and  one  bullet,  entering  at  his 
jlwnBt^  shot  along  his  arm  and  came  out  at  his  elbow. 
iTbe    Colonel    of    the    Manchesters,   on    observing    our 
'nfenatioD,   rode   up  and   then  called   two  of    his  Com- 
fpaiiiee  to  our  assistance.     Eventually  two  htmdred  Boers 
twere  turned  oat  of  their  cover.    We  camped  a  few  miles 
"tiorlh  of  Newmarket  Stores. 

The  enemy  were  in  front  and  at  our  right.     About  six 
)0*olock  all  the  mounted  men  advanced  in  an  extended 
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body  on  the  right,  mftking  a  wide  detour 
We    encountered    Boers    at    erery    ridge. 
a  great   deal   of   firing  all    the  morning. 
got   a  chance  at   a   body  of    the  enem^ 
apparent  to  us  that  they  had  caaaaltie^B 
deal  of  Bkirnii8hin^  and  ridgo  niching  we 
Convoy  in  a  broad  green  plain  issuing  fn 
ranges  in  which  we  had  been  fighting.    Wi 
that  Lieutenant  Woodhonne,  of  the  Manchet 
had   been  dangerously  wounded   in  the  ac 
Brigade  made  eight  miles,  and  we  camped 
side  of  the  plain.     There  was  rain  and  thun 
We  were  left  flank  rear  guard,  and  wen 
day.     We  found  the  Boers  at  every  tunj 
under  heavy  tire  three  times.    I  was  ridinj 
subsection,  and  next  to  John  Edwards,  ox 
who  went  by  no  other  name  than  '*  Willie/'  i 
just  joined  the  firing-line  for  the  excitemen', 
T.  Lee  had  taken  his  place  for  a  while  as  Co 
Edwards  wore  his  blue  cloak,  for  it  was  a  OQ 
he  was  also  riding  a  white  horse  ;  he  was  thi 
target  for  a  marksman.    As  we  were  ridini 
hundred  yards  south  of  a  low  kopje,  a  dozei 
were  riding  to  the  top.     I  shouted  that  they 
and  not  a  part  of  our  guard.     Edwards  shou 
with   yer.  Comer,   them   ain't  no  Boers ! " 
standing  out  in  the  open.     A  sudden  shower' 
bullets  among  us  decided  the  question,  and 
to    gallop    for  cover.     Another    volley,   and 
Edwards  shouted,  "Don't  leave  me;   I'm  i 
head !  '*    Jacoby  and  I  rode  at  either  side  ot 
him   to   keep   up   until    cover  was   reached, 
pluckily  did.     Another  volley  skimmed   bar, 
just  as  we  got  to  a  depression  in  the  ground, 
was  curiously  woimdcd — the  bullet  had  gone 
hat,   struck   the   top  of    his    head,   and   slif 
in^cting  a  tearing  scalp  wound,  without  ii 
skull.    Jacoby    whipped    out    some    handkei 
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np  his  head,  which  stopped  the  hieeding.  He 
ras  ordered  to  join  the  Convoy,  although  he  expressed 
wish  to  stay  and  see  the  day  oat.  On  the  next  ridges 
m  again  ran  into  a  lot  of  Boers  at  a  farm;  they  fired 
t  as  at  close  quarters,  but  were  so  anxious  to  get  away 
bat  they  missed.  There  were  one  or  two  very  narrow 
Wi^as.  Napier  and  Edmondston  had  an  especially 
HROW  squeak.  We  fired  many  volleys  at  them  as  they 
&Uoped  off,  but  could  not  say  what  casualties  we  caused. 
Ve  camped  in  the  outskirts  of  Vrede  at  two  o'clock  p.m. 
;^s  journey  to  Vrede  cost  the  Brigade  two  killed  and 
even  wounded,  of  which  34th  stood  their  share. 

The  Manchester  officer  died  of  his  wounds,  and  was  Noremiwio. 
mned  in  the  forenoon.  5J0».in. 

I  was  given  a  pass  in  to  Vrede  and  1 1  nnched  at  Mrs.  Beid's. 
^^t  2  p.m.  we  started  for  Standerton,  in  the  most 
nvTally  lowering  thunder  weather.  The  sky  was  inky, 
Ad  at  various  points  storm  centres  of  whirling  black 
tloods  could  be  seen.  We  fought  the  Boers  all  the 
bftemoon,  and  we  passed  through  heavy  thunderstorms 
md  rain*  The  hghtning  was  vivid.  At  one  moment  we 
Mcame  engaged  with  some  Boers  from  the  top  of  a  small 
ron-stone  kopje.  The  rain  was  coming  down  in  sheets. 
rive  fifteen-pounder  and  Maxim  were  keeping  up  an 
ncomant  boom  and  chatter  to  the  roar  of  thimder. 
Jai  Company  were  lying  down  among  the  nodules  of 
fon-stone  which  covered  the  top  of  the  kopje,  firing  as 
tast  as  they  could  at  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  ridge. 
Fhen  a  blinding  flash  seemed  to  envelope  us  all.  and  it 
WWB  accompanied  by  a  deafening  explosion.  I  think 
ivory  man  turned  to  see  who  remained  alive.  They 
ill  declared  they  had  received  a  bump  in  the  back. 
Per  myself,  I  was  conscious  of  a  slight  spark  which 
leapt  from  my  wet  thumb  knuckle  to  a  cartridge  in 
my  bandolier.  Also  that  the  Hghtning  seemed  to 
nmolate  the  sound  of  a  huge  clanking  chain  being 
JuowQ  to  the  ground,  quite  apart  from  the  noise  uf 
Ibe  axploaion  of  thunder.    This  flaah  seemed  to  clear 
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the  air,  and  the  Boers  also,  for  a  whii4 
lightning  played  around  for  some  houral 
the  Rojal  8cot«  was  shot  and  killed  on  j 
camped  in  the  sodden  grass  at  sundovli 
miles  north  of  Vrede. 

All  thu  mounted  men  started  to  taka 
the  left  and  the  kopjea  to  the  right  of] 
Bubseqnently  34th  fell  in  as  the  rear  lei 
Thirty-fourth  came  under  fire  very  oarfj 
skirmish  with  the  Boers  all  the  morning 
into  the  comparatively  flat  veldt  land 
basin  of  the  Blip  Kiver.  We  caught  soi^ 
for  remounts,  over  which  Palmer,  sensi 
keen.  We  crossed  into  Transvaal  territoij 
and  camped  on  the  bank  of  the  Klip  River, 
bearer  was  badly  wounded  to-day. 

The  Brigade  started  at  5  a.m.  from  d 
Camp.  The  34th  were  again  left  n 
Palmer  and  five  men  were  fired  upon, 
out  on  the  left.  Bhortly  after  we  met 
Thomeycroft's  Horse  out  from  Standert<ii^ 
at  Standerton  with  the  Convoy,  after  makil 
day  halt,  late  in  the  afternoon.  i 

Some  of  the  men  drew  passes  to  town.  | 
a  fortunate  draw.  I  went,  however,  with  S( 
Cowan  and  Grumley  to  the  Army  Stores  s 
and  obtained  some  new  clothes.  Stander 
frontier  town,  not  a  nice  place  at  all,  an 
sorts  of  doubtful-looking  characters.  Thei 
Army  base  established  here,  which  contribi 
the  town  look  busy.  I  washed  in  the  Vac 
gave  a  lot  of  old  underclothes  to  Mr.  T.  At 
night  guard,  third  relief. 

I  cleaned  stables  in  the  morning,  and  in  t 
I  was  stable  guard,  and  although  it  was  my 
a  pass  I  could  not  go.  We  beard  that  we  m 
the  morrow  on  our  return  journey. 

We  started  early  with  a  long  Convoy  tn 
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h  got  some  sniping  from  the  right  but  no  casualties. 

midday  we  halted  at   the  camp  of  General  Clery's 

vision,  and  saw  some  of  the  Devon  Begiment,     In  the 

oon  we  went  on,  crossed  the  Klip^  and  camped  on 

e  south  side. 

We  started  from  Klip  River  Gamp  in  pouring  rain,  and  rJ^iJ* 

spent  a  very  long  day  in  guarding  the  heavy  Convoy, 
e  had  a  great  deal  of  work  and  continuous  skirmishing 
d  fire  on  both  flanks.  Some  of  Thomeycroft's  and 
'me  Devon  men  and  a  pom-pom  assisted  us  on  our 
y,  and  after  doing  some  excellent  work  they  returned 
their  camp  about  noon.  Two  Manchesters  were  killed 
jmd  three  wounded. 

The  weather  became  darker  and  darker  towards  night- 
fall. At  the  last  stage  near  Vrede,  a  rear  Cossack  post 
of  a  dozen  men  was  formed,  under  Sergeant  Green,  of 
which  I  was  one.  After  dark,  as  we  came  into  the  town, 
the  skies  seemed  literally  to  break  upon  us  and  upon  the 
tail  of  the  Convoy.  The  darkness  was  so  intense  that 
it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  outline*  even  against 
the  sky,  of  any  person,  animal,  or  waggon.  The  rain 
was  more  like  a  cataract  than  any  rain  I  had  ever  seen, 
and  I  had  frequently  experienced  tropical  rains.  The 
I  roar  of  the  storm  drowned  even  the  shouts  that  went 
^^fp  from  lost  soldiers  and  drivers.  This  lasted  at  its 
^Hrorst  for  half  an  houx,  and  by  that  time  every  mounted 
^biAD  and  Infantry  man  had  lost  touch.  The  drivers 
^Iftd  halted  and  hung  on  to  their  waggons.  My  own 
oomrades  had  lost  each  other  before  they  realised  what 
the  storm  was  to  be.  I  was  drenched  to  the  skin,  and 
was  chilled  to  a  shivering  ague  fit.  I  could  6nd  no 
^flD6  who  knew  where  the  I.Y.  lines  were.  I  went  to 
^^Ae  Keids*  hooae  and  dried  my  things  and  got  a  cup 
^ol  hot  tea — by  that  it  was  midnight.  I  put  my  horse 
I  in  a  shed  with  plenty  of  feed,  and,  feeling  indescribably 
drowsy,  I  slept  on  the  floor  until  four  o'clock,  when 
I  ro«e  to  find  that  Mrs.  Keid  and  a  neighbour.  Mrs.  Fife, 
had  some  breakfast  for  luo. 
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Last  night  was  the  most  fearfal  night  in  ra 
I  rode  into  our  lines  about  6  a.m.  this  moi 
that  all  my  comradee  had  been  in  simil 
myself.  Those  who  came  into  camp  carliei 
more  fortunate,  but  even  they  had  been  swai 
was  a  general  indulgence  in  the  camp,  an 
allowed  to  wring  themselves  out.  Langley 
a  stiff  cup  of  coffee  and  rum,  which  was  " 
comforting/*  as  the  advertisement  says.  \ 
cleared.  I  was  morning  grazing  guard.  1 
horses  were  called  in,  and  a  force  of  Ye< 
Infantry  and  a  gim  or  two  went  out  to  dn 
a  berg  about  five  miles  south  of  Vrede.  A 
the  enemy  discover  himself,  a  bombardment 
waa  made.  We  burnt  a  farm  under  their  ; 
a  lot  of  fowls.  There  were  no  casualties,  and 
by  sunset  to  camp  at  Vrede.  I  rode  in  A^ 
section.  j 

We  started  from  Vrede  Camp  at  4  a.m.    % 
Company  were  right  flank  mid  and  rear  guard  o) 
of  empty  waggons.  From  the  outskirts  of  Vw 
under  constant  Mauser  Bre.     We  saw  many  | 
of  Boers  hovering  on  our  flanks,  and  whofl 
a  chance  they  dismounted  and  fired  at  us.    . 
the  ridges  above  de  Jager's  Farm,  and  J.  1 
a  narrow  shave.     Shortly  after,  as  we  passed 
the  Boers  fired  from  a  hill  at  us.    A  big  bull 
into  the  ground  at  the  heels  of  Gray's  horse,  a 
several  others  whistle  by.     Thank  God   ther 
casualties  to-day,  although  there  was  such  cor 
fire.     We   rode   fourteen   miles,   and   camped 
weather  shortly  after  midday. 

During  the  afternoon  the  West  Kents  and 
a  five-mile  reconnaissance  to  Dnike's  Woods 
The  Boers  in  force  held  a  kopje  above  the  stoj 
our  small  force  failed  in  the  attempt  to  take 
the  place.     Some  of  the  West  Kent  horses  w 
but  no  man  was  wounded. 
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iventeen  of  ns,  under  Gray,  were  left  advance  guard. 

rode  very  far  in  the  advance,  quite  out  of  touch  with 
in  rear,  and  we  paid  for  the  boldness  by  a  rather 

half  an  hour.  We  rode  on  in  extended  order  for  four 
without  seeing  much  of  the  enemy.  Gray  had 
thzown  out  two  advance  scouts,  of  which  Meikle  was 
one.  To  the  fact  that  he  was  very  vigilant  we  owed  that 
we  were  not  cut  to  pieces.  We  were  riding  towards  a 
position  very  suggestive  of  ambush,  an  open  approach  to 
the  first  ridge  of  a  conjunction  of  ridge  ends,  when  it 
occurred  to  Meikle  to  dismount  and  peer  above  his  sky- 
line before  riding  over  it.  I  was  closely  watching  him, 
as  I  dare  say  others  were,  for  the  nature  of  the  ground 
waa  ao  very  suspicious.  As  Meikle  cautiously  crept  to 
the  edge  we  saw  him  duck  his  head  very  suddenly,  and  he 
excitedly  signalled  us  to  keep  below  the  skyline.  We 
cantered  up  to  the  little  rocky  ledge  behind  which  Meikle 
waa,  and  he  hastily  told  Gray  that  there  was  a  party  of 
Boera  awaiting  us  just  over  the  skyline.  Gray  very 
plnckily,  but  rather  rashly,  went  up  to  examine  the 
situatioQ.  It  was  a  sign  to  the  Boers  that  they  had 
been  seen,  and  they  dred  at  him.  He  at  once  ordered 
the  men  to  the  edge  of  the  cover,  and  in  a  few  moments 
a  terrible  fusillade  was  opened  on  us  from  the  front  and 
nght  flank.  With  T.  A.  Scott,  Barrington,  and  Hunt,  1 
was  holding  the  Section's  horses^  and  we  saw  that  we 

re  not  under  cover  with  them,  nor  was  it  possible  for 
to  got  under  cover  from  the  attack  from  the  Hank. 
Gray's  party  opened  a  splendid  reply,  but  the  Boer 
bolleiB  hummed  like  bees  about  us.  Horses  and  men 
nqte  all  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other,  all  within  a  little 
compass  of  the  only  cover  near.  The  bullets  smacked 
and  cracked  the  stones  about  us.  To  rise  to  aim  meant 
to  chance  half  a  dozen  shots  being  hred  at  your  head. 
Jack  Morgan,  so  taking  aim,  received  a  Mauser  bullet 
through  hia  cheek.  toucluDg  his  eye,  the  same  missile  pass- 
through  his  shoulder.  Moms  rose  and  pulled  him  into 
cover.    Gray  then  got  a  smash  through  the  elbow 
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and  another  through  his  tunic,  scr^hing  hii 
of  Hunt's  horses  was  shot  through  in  two  pi 
and  Izard  galloped  in  from  the  left  where  tl 
scouting  a  ridge.      Agnew,  cool,  and  not  ki 
what  was  happening,  remained  in  the  saddle. 
**  Get  down,  Agnew ;  get  down,  or  they'll 
Bullets  had  simply  huzzcd   about  him.     I 
Napier  raging  because  Morgan  was  hit,  Gre( 
himself  as  being  anxious  about    the   right 
Kichards  was  langhing  and  joking  bocauHe  he 
the  rear  as  well  as  front.   Hunt  said,"  Now  m; 
twice  1 "    The  men  were  holding  themselves  1 
his  way.   T.  A.  Scott  smiled  his  slow,  quiet  smi 
*'  Pretty  warm,  Comer!  *'   Barrington  made  soi 
to  partridge  shooting.     As  for  myself,  I  did  z) 
all.     One  lives  at  a  tremendous  pace  at  such 
I  seemed  to  take  in  every  sight  and  soimd  1 
tense  and  clear,  yet  I  knew  myself  to  be  co 
moments  and  saying,  "  Not  that  time,"  "  No-i 
Mechanically  I  put  out  my  hand  to  pick  up  a  t 
begin  a  sangar  cover  for  my  head.    A  bullet  sh^ 
stone  in  front  and  a  splinter  cut  my  finger  slig 
felt  annoyed.      I  coaxed  my  four  horses  clo| 
ledge,  and  next  I  noted  that  the  Boer  bullets  ^ 
and  that  our  Infantry  hurrying  forward,  were 
in  the  distance — ever  so  slowly.     MeikJe  hel 
Morgan,  and  I  did  my  best  to  tie  up  his   wc 
make  him  comfortable.     His  eye  was  closed  ai 
smothered  in  blood,    I  was  very  sorry  for  him  ; 
the  sight  of  his  eye  was  destroyed,  and  he  v 
nice    boy — a    youngster    almost.      His    nickz 
"  Cherub."      Now  the  fire  on  both  sides  thic 
to  an  occasional  enipe.     Both  Gray  and  Jac 
mada  light   of   their   hurts,  and    Morgan's   al 
laugh  almost  made  me  do  the  opposite.     I  said. 
will  you!"    Just  as  the  firing  was  done  Na 
down,  bis  eyes  blazing,  and  all  he  said,  was,  ' 
Jack!  "    Barrington  rode  off  in  the  tsiiliiig  of 
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fetch  the  doctor,  but  the  first  man  who  rode  up  was 
e  yonng  Padre,  a  fine  fellow  we  liked  very  much.  He 
ntatingly  said  he  thought  we  might  have  wanted  him. 
No,"  we  laughed,  *'  only  the  doctor  so  far !  "  By  and 
'  an  ambulance  came  along  and  took  Jack  Morgan  to 
e  field  hospital. 

As  soon  as  the  Infantry  had  come  up,  and  the  two 
aunded  men  had  gone  in,  the  rest  of  us  under  Napier 
id  Green  pushed  on  and  occupied  a  great  kopje  ridge  in 
>Dt,  and  the  35th  came  up  and  occupied  a  ridge  to  our 
ght  front.  One  of  their  men  got  a  bullet  through  his 
BJmet  in  the  advance.  On  riding  down  the  hill  in  a 
irther  advance,  Morris*  horse  fell,  and  his  arm  became 
ry  badly  injured.' 

We  camped  at  noon  about  three  miles  north  of  New- 
urket  Stores.  The  enemy  was  known  to  be  in  force  at 
e  front,  and  strong  pickets  were  thrown  out.  I  was  for 
ight  guard. 

Bombardment  of  the  ridges  to  the  front  and  to  the  NorambersL 
ght  and  left  began  early  in  the  morning.  We  passed  sis  t.m. 
ewmarket  Stores  in  constant  engagement  with  the 
lemy.  The  84th  was  gun  guard ;  we  saw  some  very 
ae  marksmanship,  and  that  the  Boers  suffered  casualties. 
v7e  arrived  at  an  early  hour  at  Comelis  Hiver  and  camped 
the  north  bank. 

At  two  o'clock  we  fell  in  with  stripped  saddles  for  a 

ce  to   the   west.      The   wind   was   blowing 

gale.     Sergeant  P.  W.  Scott  was  in  charge  of 

centre  advance   scouts,  which  were  Blytb,  Blount, 

e,  and  myself.     Green  was  on  the  left  with  four, 

apier  on  the  right  with  four  more.     Palmer  was  in 

and  of  the  rest  of  the  34tb.     Lord  Denman  was 

behind  him  with  35th,  and  other  Companies,  some 

iiy  and    two    guns    completed   the   force.      Soott 

straight  for  a  high  ridge  to  the  front  and  sent 

to  deliver  the  direction  to  Greon  on  the  left.    Just  as 

Tfa«  doolor  did  nol  diaeafM  antiyfarM  or  four  dttjt  after  mt  Hmtrismith 
llflctto**  wm  WM  liBiamrt     Ha  «■■  InvmUdad  homa. 
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I  returned  to  Scott's  side  on  the  edge  of  the  t 
been  ascending,  he  half  turned  sharply  and 
the  roar  of  the  wind,  "  liide  back  and  tcU 
that  there  are  thirty  or  forty  armed  Boers  in  1 
other  Bcouta  closed  and  diaraoontcd,  and  firu 
onoe.     Scott  wan  shot  through  the  arm.     Pah 
forioosly  forward,  and  I  went  down  towards  t 
86tb  to  tell  them  what  was  afoot.    Just  as  I  ca 
Lord  Deuman  was  shot  through  the  leg.     ] 
showed  that  he  was  hit,  and  took  it  coolly.    Tl 
Btrack  him  was  fired  over  our  men  as  1  was  r 
After  dehvering   the  message   I   again   galk 
where  Scott  and  Palmer  were  directing  the 
84th.     Scott  was  as  cheerful  as  if  ho  had  m 
Blyth  was  hy  him  firing  as  steadily  as  if  il 
target  practice.     Cholmeiey  was  swearing  ovet 
rifle,  and  the  others  were  keeping  the  enemjr 
Palmer  was  enthusiastic  because  the  Boers  ^ 
away  under  difficulties.     On  the  right  Napier'i 
come  within  a  hundred  yards  of  a  body  of  Boei 
and  had  Napier  not  doubted  their  identity  he  ^ 
smashed  them.     They  retreated  over  a  ridgi 
and  galloped  off  under  a  httle  volley  that  cam|i| 
be  effective.     AIL  this  occupied  only  a  few  ma9 
Palmer,  seeing  that  all  the  Boers  were  making^ 
the  84th  to  mount  and  charge,  and  we  rodej 
open  and  galloped  at  a  racing  pace  after  tb 
coimtry  became  so  exceedingly  rough  that  afte 
of  three  miles  or  more,  at  a  tremendous  pace,  tl 
on  as  and  got  on  to  a  big  kopje  to  our  right  fron 
now  took  a  party  of  us  to  a  farm  in  the  front,  fi 
the  Boers  had  been  firing  for  a  while,  and  we  d 
to  bum  the  house.     There  was  very  Uttle  time 
for  we  were  far  to  the  front.     The  roof  was 
there  was  nothing  that  would  readily  bum.    A& 
hghtweight  I  was  hoisted  to  the  roof  to  set  f 
thatch,   and   the   place   was  soon   ablaze.     Th 
innumerable  signs  about  it  that  it  was  a  nightly 
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for  the  enemy.  There  was  a  great  store  of  mealies  on 
the  floors,  and  there  were  one  or  two  Cape  carts.  There 
JOS  no  one  in  possession.  Two  of  the  Wilts  Imperial 
Hk>nuucu7  had  been  wounded  on  the  right,  and  as  we  fell 
Tack  the  guns  came  up  and  shelled  the  high  ridges  beyond 
the  burning  house,  and  many  Boers  who  had  not  expected 
Artillery  so  far  out  were  surprised  and  dismayed,  and  got 

Kay  at  a  mad  rate,  but  not  before  the  fire  had  done 
ne  execution  among  them.  We  arrived  in  camp  again 
after  dark.  On  going  into  the  lines  we  rode  by  the  grave 
of  om:  comrade  Rhodes. 

The  34th  were  rear  ffuard,  and  we  waited  until  the  last  Nov«mberai. 

^  Reveille 

man  had  crossed  the  dnft  of  Cornells  Eiver.  The  Boer  3-»«jo. 
scouts  could  be  seen  awaiting  our  departure.  8ection  II., 
Gray  and  Scott  being  disabled,  were  under  Sergeants 
Napier  and  Burrows,  on  the  left.  We  exchanged  a  few 
volleys  with  the  enemy  on  their  following  us,  but  they  did 
not  trouble  us  very  much.  We  got  to  Mill  River  at 
2  p.m.  and  camped  at  the  same  old  place  under  the 
isolated  kop.  We  had  been  in  full  view  of  the  Harrismith 
Platberg  all  the  morning,  and  the  sight  gladdened  us,  for 
we  had  had  a  hard  trek  and  we  needed  rest.  Only  three 
cannon  shots  were  fired  on  to-day's  march.* 

*  Tha  following  U  an  extract  txxun  the  Brigade  orders  of  Kovomber  2Ut ; 

•  MnxRiTBB, 

'ilflt  yovMi&cr.  1900. 

No,  3.  Being  now  a  daj'e  march  of  Headquarters,  Major-General  Bojrei 
laatrea  lo  convey  to  the  foroee  under  hie  coounand  bis  thanks  for  the  good 
Mrriosthej  have  rendered  since  November  4th.  The  guarding  of  a  Convoy 
fiv«a  DO  opportunity  for  undertaking  ofTenBive  operations,  and  the  duties  of 
ooBrtaat  Advanoe,  Flank  and  Bear  Guards  exact  from  the  troopa  oompoeing 
tbiB  oontlnurd  labour  and  watchfulnees. 

Th«  Imperial  Veomanry  have  baan,  as  ever,  oonspicuoua  for  their  gallantry 
aod  lotelllgenoe,  and  the  R.F.A.  and  Infaolrj  have  done  their  ooeroua 
datlaa  so  thoroughly  as  to  give  a  troablcaooM  coemy  no  chauoe  of  any  suooeia. 

Of  the  services  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Firman,  oommanding  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
and  at  I4eut. -Colonel  Kcay,  who  has  daily  oozmnandod  the  Convoy  guard. 
aftd  ol  BIajot  I'ereival,  BJP.A.,  the  Major-General  here  records  his  high 
■gjfoialiott. 


By  order, 
(SHnwf) 


C.  B.  FrrxHKXKT,  Capt 

Brigade  Major. 


Bot«ID« 
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We  started  very  early  towards  Harriszni 
34tb  were  right  flank  guard.    At  ten  o'clocl 
called,  and  all  the  mounted  men  paraded 
naissance  in  force.    A  gun  and  a  company  o! 
infantry  accompanied  us.    We  went  out  in 
direction,  several  miles,  and  searched  ridga 
great  valleys  for  the  enemy.    I  was  one  of  I 
scouts,  directed  by  Napier:  Blount  was  my  p 
only  saw  bodies  of  Boers  at  a  great  distance,  \ 
and  evidently  watching  us.    We  returned 
camp  and  found  the  Column  on  the  move* 
camped,  after  being  for  over  twelve  hours 
by   one  of  the   big  foot   bergs   that  are 
natural  outworks  of   Platberg  running  to 
miles  north   of  Harrismith.      A  violent  d 
storm  arose  just  as  we  struck  camp.    I  did  i 
to  put  up  my  bivouac,  but  sandwiched  myself 
waterproof  and  some  blankets  until  a  luU 


CHAPTER  XXVin 


HABBISMITH  AGAIN 


TT7E  started  from  the  northemmoat  berg  of  the  Plat-  ^Swnib^i 

'*    berg  range  at  5.30,  and  marched  the  seven  miles  to  fjJ^J^ 
Harrismith  in  a  thunderstorm.     The  storm  continued  all 
day  and  until  far  into  the  night,  the  sky  being  all  the 
time   very  overcast    and    lowering,  and    the    lightning 
constant  and  vivid. 

An  incident  occurred  here  which  got  me  into  serious 
trouble,  but  which  gained  for  me  the  hearty  thanks  of 
my  comrades  in  the  firing  line. 

At  this  time  there  were  only  twelve  men  in  the  34th 
company,  privates  in  the  firing  line,  who  were  available 
for  the  Company  fatigues  and  guards.  The  rest  of  the 
members  remaining  were  either  non-coms,  or  men  excused 
^■V  '*  batmen  "  or  for  some  reason  or  another.  There  were 
^Bix  men  acting  as  oMcers*  servants.  Yet  at  each  camp  a 
^^^pivate  was  told  off  to  dig  the  officers'  private  latrine,  to 
shoulder  a  dirty  closet-box  from  the  waggon  and  erect  it 
with  a  canvas  screen.  Secretly  the  men  had  thought  this 
an  injustice,  but  acting  upon  experience  we  had  done  the 
work  constantly  without  complaint.  Corporal  Agnew, 
who  was  orderly  corporal  of  the  day,  came  to  me  soon 
after  our  arrival  at  the  Harrismith  camping-ground  and 
warned  me  for  *'  ofUcers'  latrines.*'  It  was  raining 
heavily,  and  I  went  to  Agnew's  bivouac  and  said, 
"Corporal,  may  I  wait  until  the  shower  is  over?"  He 
repLied,  **  Certainly  ;  come  in."  I  crouched  down  in  the 
entrance  of  his  bivouac  and  waited  about  five  minutes. 


} 
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The  Sergeant-Major  presently  shouted  from  1 
"Corner,  I  thought  yon  were  warned  for  oflBcea 
I  replied,  *'  Yes,  Major !  1  am  just  waiting  1 
shower  is  past/'  He  then  came  over  and  at 
•'  Oh,  the  officers  can't  wait  for  you  or  the  ri 
decided  me  to  test  the  matter,  and  I  said  j 
expect  they  can."  He  was  an  old  soldier  anfi 
what  that  meant,  and  said,  *'Do  I  understaq 
refuse  to  obey  this  order?  "  I  replied,  "  Sindi 
that  way,  yes !  *'     I  was  put  under  arrest  ai 

Captain   ,   who  asked   me   if  I  refused 

officers'  latrines,  and  1  replied  ''Yes."  ] 
angrily,  "  By  God  !  sir,  1*11  get  you  two  years 
1  said,   "  Very  well,  sir."     1  was  marched  ^ 

arrest.    Lieat. came  down  to  me  looking! 

for  he  knew  it  was  a  serious  matter.  "  Yo 
fool,  Comer!  "  he  said,  putting  his  hand  on  xd 
'*  You  should  not  have  done  it  that  wayi 
**  There  is  no  other  way  to  stop  this  sort  of  % 
on  in  the  lines!"  As  for  the  rest  of  m]d 
almost  without  exception,  they  thanked  me»l 
point  about  which  most  of  them  felt  strongly.d 

In  the  night  there  was  heavy  rain  and  hail,a 
the  bivouacs  were  beaten  down.  4 

I  was  taken  before  Colonel  Firman  at  about  9 
accusers   were  there,  and   their  accusation  wi 
down  to,  **liefusal  to  obey  an  order."     The  < 
first  was  for  not  hearing  my  defence ;  that  is 
course  pursued    with   delinquents   in   the  Am 
pleaded  very  hard  for  a  hearing,  and  obtained  < 
point  I  tried  to  make  was,  that  with  six  excuse 
servants  and  only  twelve  men  to  do  all  the 
fatigues  and  guards,  the  Company  ofiticers  shooi 
this  duty  on  the  latter.     The  Colonel  very  pro 
that  he  would  have  me  to  know  that  he  exp< 
order  to  be  obeyed  of  whatever  nature  it  might 
asked  me  straightly  if  I  were  admonished  if  I  wi 
in  future.     I  said,  '*  Yes,  sir.    I  simply  wishe> 
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attention  to  the  matter/'    He  tamed  and  said,  "  Captain 

,  I  think  I  must  let  him  off  this  time."     "  I  fear  you 

cannot,  sir,"  said  Captain ,  and  he  told  the  Sergt.- 

Major  to  bring  forward  the  blue  records.  But  the  Colonel 
said,  "Admonished!"  and  I  said,  '*  Thank  you,  sir," 
and  the  Regimental  Sergt.-Major   said,    '*  Bight   turn !  " 

Oaftside  the  tent  Lieut shook  hands  with  me  and 

Baid« And  that  was  the  beat  of  all.* 

In  the  aftemoou  I  was  stable  guard,  and  the  thunder 
and  rain  continued  all  through  until  late  into  the  night. 
I  was  night  guard,  second  relief  with  F.  J.  B.  Lee. 

A  mail  came  up.    I  got  four  letters. 

Church  Parade  under  Palmer.     The  I.Y.  men  not  in  Novomby! 
great  force ;  but  of  other  anna  there  was  a  fair  turn  out  ^^^y 
Our  young  parson  of  the  last  trek  officiated,  and  we  liked 
him    very   much.     The  rainy   season  was    upon   us   in 
earnest ;  the  afternoon  was  again  wet. 

We  prepared  to  move  camp  a  half-mile  to  the  north 
side  of  the  same  hill  which  lies  due  west  of  Harrismith. 
Ve  camped  near  the  Artillery  and  Manchester  lines.  It 
was  rumoured  that  we  should  trek  on  or  about  December 
Ist.  We  paraded  our  horses  at  noon.  It  rained  every 
afternoon  now. 

Rifle  inspection.  I  got  a  pass  to  Harrismith.  I  sent 
most  of  my  notes  home  by  registered  post.  I  wrote  some 
letters,  bought  some  new  clothes  and  some  groceries.  I 
returned  to  Camp  at  sunset  to  find  that  orders  were  out 
(or  ft  night  march,  and  that  four  days'  rations  were  to  be 
taken.  After  the  moon  had  set  we  rode  out  on  the  north 
road  from  Harrismith  for  two  hours.  The  force  consisted 
of  a  battalion  of  I.Y.,  some  infantry  and  Artillery,  two 
pom-poms  and  our  Maxim  Gun  Section.  At  the  end  of 
KwD  hours  it  was  ascertained  that  we  were  on  the  wrong 
load,  and  all  the  waggons  and  Column  turned  westward 
and  got  on  another  road,  and  halted  until  daylight.  Then 
wa  saw  we  were  on  the  Bethlehem  road,  and  at  firet  break 

*  WhM  dM  tnuiiplred  I  never  lenrned.  but  mon  o(  Uie  flriog  Une  were 
aHmrwdi  r«qair«d  to  dig  or  ereot  offioan*  UlriiMA. 


Nov«inbar9Bt 
B«v«Ula 


Kn«lUa 
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of  day  we  continned  onr  march.  We  w« 
Ueneral  Campbell  was  pressed  and  neodad  I 
many  of  the  enemy  were  hoj'ftflginpr  bim. 

Of  course  we  were  op  all  night  last  nigb 
only  found  us  four  or  five  miles  from  Harnsc 
Q^neral  Boyea  was  in  command.    Thir^ 
centre  reserve  gnard  in  front,  under  Brane,  Co 
tiding  with  ub.     We  made  rapid  progress  all  i 
as  fast  as  our  infantry  could  manage  to  marc 
we  had  made  eighteen  miles,  and  came  in  sigl 
CampbeH's  Column  trekking  towards  us  on  ti 
of  Elands  Biver.     Shortly  after  the  Genen 
Boyes'  Brigade  returned  six  miles  towards 
and   camped.     Campbell's  Brigade   camped 
River.    In  the  afternoon,  under  Agnew,  I  m 
Cossack  post  three  and  a  half  miles  south  of 
examined  a  farm,  on  the  way  oat,  and  the 
possession,  a  heavy,  bearded  type  of  Boer, 
prophet  who  had  foretold  the  war  and  the 
gation  of  his  people.    He  had  a  big  Dutch  j 
open  on  his  table,  and  he  turned  and  read  to  a 
excitement  verses  from  Isaiah,  and  expound 
broken  English  as  being  prophecies  against  hi 
Our  Cossack  post  was  both  an  exposed  and 
and  to  make  matters  worse  a  thunderstorm  ca 
much  lightning.     We  returned  to  camp  just 
meet  a  heavy  downpour.     I  rolled  myself  in 
and  blanket  and  slept  it  out,  for  I  was  very  we 
been  on  the  constant  go  for  thirty-six  hours- 
Reveille  was  at  dawT3.     Section  II.  imder  B 
left  rear  guard.    No  Boers  were  seen     We  g 
Harrismith  Camp  by  midday.    Clifford  and  Bale 
to  the  lines,  two  welcome  acquisitions.    Bakei 
ill,  and  Clifford  was  giving  up  Generates  orderlj 
I  was  one  of  four  for  ration  fatigue  to  the 
breakfasted  in  town  with  the  fatigue  party.     1 
again  notices  read  out  in  Camp  to  men  wishing 
Police,  but  nothing  comes  of  it;  no  man  is  allow* 
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le  recent  rains  had  softened  the  eEurth  and  the  ants  were 
adding  lobes  of  new  work  to  some  of  the  old  hillb. 

This  being  St.  Andrew's  Day  and  many  Scots  living  in 
Harriamith,  there  was  a  Scotch  concert  at  the  Hall. 
General  Handle  and  some  of  his  Staff  attended.  I  had  a 
pft68.  I  dined  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  and  afterwards 
(mjoyed  the  concert.  Our  womided — Gray,  F.  W.  Scott, 
J.  Morgan,  Thornton  and  Morris— went  off  to-day  for 
Mooi  Kiver. 

Napier  and  Harrington  got  their  commissions  confirmed 
to-day.  There  were  now  only  eleven  men  available  for 
Company  duties.  1  got  a  concert  pass,  as  some  of  our 
men  were  on  the  programme.  Homcastle  was  amusing, 
and  kept  the  audience  in  roars.  A  disgraceful  row 
occurred  on  account  of  two  young  officers,  with  too 
mach  liquor  aboard,  who  created  a  disturbance  by  a  noisy 
interruption  of  the  performers. 

"  It  was,  tbank  Qod,  no  oCBoer  of  oant " 

te  Hall  was  very  crowded,  and  they  were  given  to 
ondei^tand  very  plainly  that  if  they  did  not  remain  quiet 
they  would  be  pitched  out  neck  and  crop.  I  was  on  night 
guard  with  T.  A.  Scott,  third  rehef. 

Cborch  Parade  ;  very  numerously  attended.  General 
Boyes  was  there.  Napier  was  in  charge  of  our  Company. 
This  was  his  first  appearance  as  an  officer. 

In  the  afternoon  I  wrote  many  letters.  We  gave  in  to 
fcbe  stores  everything  we  could  spare.  It  was  said  that  wo 
were  likely  to  go  on  trek  again  to-morrow.  Our  Company 
now  lessened  very  considerably.  Cholmeley,  Caldwell, 
Ouvry,  Heame,  F.  J.  B.  Lee  and  others  left  on  obtaining 
iheir  discharges  or  on  being  invalided. 


DMambert 


Deeembara. 

Sunday. 


23 


CHAPTER  XXIX 


THB  WniBUBa  TRSK 


BiffiOto  3  «.m. 


DMwnbw  ft. 


I  WAS  very  ill  of  violent  diarrhoea.  I  sj 
night.  Palmer  and  Barrington  came  t^ 
strongly  advi&ed  me  to  be  invalided,  for  I  wasi 
as  well  as  feeling  iU.  I  went  to  the  doctor  aq 
me  medicine  and  ordered  rest !  We  held  on 
readiness  to  trek  at  3  p.m.,  bat  we  did  not  I 
4  p.m.  I  did  not  wish  to  leave  my  Company 
Company  to  leave  me.  Moikle.  who  was  also 
me.  and  we  rode  out,  taking  it  quietly  with  the  t 
General  Rundle  inspected  the  Brigade  before  itai 
We  camped  foor  miles  oat  near  oiu:  old  bridgfi 
Barrington  saw  me  in  camp  he  m'ged  me  to 
Harrismith,  but  I  told  him  I  wished  to  remaini 
Company,  and  that  I  should  be  well  in  the  moii 
Harrismith  did  not  suit  my  health.  He  was  kfli 
to  say  that  I  had  '*  done  my  share."  \ 

Started  at  4.30.,  apparently  on  a  Bethlehem  nlj 
destination  was  quite  unknown  to  u&  After  ^ 
halt  we  pushed  on  to  Elands  Biver  Bridge,  eight 
from  Harrismith.  General  Boyes  was  in  commi 
Brigade.  We  had  four  gtms  of  the  77th  and  79th  ] 
one  pom-pom,  Maxims,  about  260 1.Y..  and  the  Ea 
and  Manchester  Infantry.    We  saw  nothing  of  th 

We    marched   in   fine   drizzling   rain    for    te 
trekking  in  a  north-westerly  direction.     Every 
drenched.     None  of  the  enemy  was  seen.     I 
feeling  desperately  ill,  and  went  again  to  the  doc 
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^Te  me  mediciDe.  Whilst  I  was  at  the  doctor's  Colonel 
Finnan  came  ap  and  spoke  very  kindly  to  me,  and  said  be 
was  sorry  I  was  so  ill.  During  the  night  it  was  very  wet. 
Blankets  were  damp  and  clammy. 

We  went  in  a  north-westerly  direction  for  about  fifteen 
miles.  It  looked  as  if  we  were  making  for  Reitz.  Boers 
attacked  us  on  the  right  and  left  flanks  and  rather  heavily 
on  the  left  rear.  Thirty-fourth  was  part  of  the  right  flank 
guard,  but  did  not  get  into  touch.  The  weather  was  very 
unsettled.  In  the  afternoon  we  experienced  another 
thunderstorm  with  heavy  rain.  The  veldt  was  green,  and 
the  grass  was  getting  long  and  luxuriant.  We  passed 
fields  of  green  oats»  saddle  high.  Many  pretty  wild 
flowers  were  in  bloom.  At  noon  the  General  managed 
^^eliograph  to  Harrismith,  Platberg  station. 
^fffe  rode  eight  miles  into  Keitz.  I  rode  with  Blount, 
Wbo  was  also  very  ill.  We  found  the  garrison  well,  only 
occasionally  disturbed  by  guerillas.  The  day  was  very 
fine.  Three  of  the  Manchester  Mounted  Infantry  were 
either  captured  or  killed  in  the  right  rear.  They  had  dis- 
mounted and  their  horses  stampeded  on  being  fired  at  by 
some  Boers.  Nothing  was  heard  of  them  after.  We 
camped  on  the  west  side  of  Reitz.  We  found  McDonnell, 
of  the  Mihtary  Police,  here,  and  he  rejoined  our  lines. 
Blount  and  J.  C.  Mcllwraith  had  to  go  into  hospital,  being 
very  ill.  Thirty-fourth  was  getting  attenuated  indeed.  In 
the  afternoon  N.  Walker  asked  me  to  lasso  a  colt  that  was 
troubling  the  lines.  I  constructed  a  lasso  out  of  some  halter 
ropes  and  caught  the  colt,  but  broke  the  ring  finger  of  my 
left  hand,  which  caught  in  a  headstaU  attached  to  the  end 

iihe  rope.     The  doctor  said  the  joint  was  twisted  and 
t  my  hand  in  a  splint.     It  was  about  full  moon. 
In  the  morning  my  finger  was  much  swollen,  and  John 
Edwards  filed  off  a  ring  that  I  had  had  on  my  finger  for 
too  Toora.     It  was  a  painful  operation.     He  held  my  hand 
;  tyre  of  the  Maxim  cart-wheel.     It  was  a  half  an 
job,  AS  the  ring  was  so  far  imbedded  in  the  swelling. 
ie  **  did  the  work  very  Bkilfully. 


OecemlMrtf. 
K«T«lUeBft.m. 


Deo«mb«rT. 
B«veiUa  8  km. 
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Wo  loft  Heitz  at  middfty  and  travelled  in 
westerly  direction  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  a 
west.  After  trokkiiig  twelve  miles  we  came  k 
drift  of  a  river,  and  the  transport  was  a  gi 
croaaing.  Oar  Company  waggons  did  not  oi 
past  nine.  My  hand  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  p 
was  atill  ill  and  run  down.  I  was  unable  to 
supper  Jacoby  and  Edmondston  sent  me  M 
and  biscuit.  We  saw  Boers  to-day,  but  only  ow 
There  was  a  little  cannonading  and  pom-pom 
our  part. 

We  started  at  4.30,  but  a  half-mile  from  cail 
to  halt  to  await  much  of  the  transport  which 
unable  to  cross  the  drift  during  ihe  night.    1!| 
a  delay  of   two  hoars.      We  travelled  genei 
direction  sonih-wesl.      Ai  a  little  drift  a  heM 
waggon  was  owtamed.    The  accident  was  4 
TBcy  great  careleasDaas  of  a  Kaffir  driver,  aa 
sjamhokad  in  panishment  by  the  transport  til 
again  delayed  the  oolomn  a  short  while.    Thi 
dog  for  bailed  ammwution  and  anns  at  varii 
Two  farms  wm  haamt,    Stn^^ing  bands  of  H 

and  tbe  AxtiUary  abelM 
panj  was  advance  g«ard.     We 
eight   miles   irota  the  iMt  camp, 
vras  made  to 
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o  our  right  and  left.  We  came  into  range  several 
times.  We  halted  at  noon  for  a  midday  rest,  but  the 
weather  became  so  threatening  and  stormy  that  the 
General  ordered  camp  to  be  pitched.  In  the  afternoon 
there  was  a  deluging  rain  and  a  thunderstorm.  The  camp 
was  at  a  drift  by  J.  C.  de  Viiliers'  Farm.  A  telegraph 
line  crossed  camp  in  a  southerly  direction,  so  that  we 
must  be  at  some  point  directly  between  Lindley  and 
Bethlehem. 

Captain  Brune's  stable  boy  and  servant's  helper,  a 
young  Boer,  whom  we  nicknamed  "  Kruger,"  was  to-day 
in  a  Boer  farm  garden  (Generai  Brand's  Farm?),  and 
noticing  recently  disturbed  ground  he  dug  and  found 
an  almost  new  Mauser  rifle. 

Thirty -fourth  Company  was  reserve  squadron  with  the  DMembnii. 
guns  and  pom-poms.  From  camp  we  ascended  a  Jong 
slope  of  over  four  miles  to  a  skyline.  We  travelled 
aouth-west.  General  Boyes  rode  near  us  for  some  hours. 
The  guns  searched  the  ridges  to  right  and  left.  We  only 
saw  a  few  Boers  at  a  great  distance.  They  fired  on  one 
of  the  tlank  guards  who  burnt  a  farm  on  the  right. 
Their  range  was  very  wild.  Thirty-fourth  were  ordered 
to  charge  a  kraal  supposed  to  be  held  by  Boers.  Under 
Palmer  and  Napier  we  made  a  perfectly  mad  gallop  to 
kopjes  and  ridges,  but  the  enemy  left.  We  galloped  over 
acme  wicked-looking  rifle  pits  under  a  kopje,  that  could 
not  be  seen  from  the  distance  of  a  few  yards.  They  were 
Abeer  with  the  ground  and  the  earth  removed  from  their 
^highbourbood . 

We  camped  twelve  miles  from  last  camp,  within  sight 
of  the  great  Senekal  Bergs  and  even  Wonderkop  in  the 
far  distance.  At  one  of  our  short  halts  Colonel  Firman 
caught  an  immifuse  green  insect  of  the  grasshopper  type. 
It  was  beautifully  tinted  and  was  examined  with  much 
intereBi. 

Thirty-fourth    were  left   flank  guard  in  line  with  the  oaeembwu. 
^Qt  waggon  of  the  Convoy.     We  saw  no  enemy  on  our 

was 


ttsnOlel 


1 


march.     For  xnoat  of  the  dsy  I  wae  connectin 
Baker.     Baker's  horse  gave  out  and  I  was 
alone. 

While  I  waa  now  riding  in  the  firing-line, 
yet  carry  a  rifle  on  account  of  my  hand, 
and  in  splints.     We  arrived  at  Zand  River  crdi 
•even  or  eight  miles  north-west  of  Biddatpl 
we  camped,  and  many  men  got  a  grateful 
sandy  pools  in  the  afternoon. 

At  3.45  the  Mth  Company  made  a  start  on 
Boad,  kmg  before  light.  The  mocm  was  u 
quarter.  I  was  advance  left  road  guard  with 
of  the  36th  Company  as  companion  file.  K 
anollier  86lh  man  was  to  Ibe  right  of  the  r 
riding  up  of  ridges  and  to  kraals  was  esei 
Five  hundred  yards  in  roar  of  us  was  Captain  1 
Lieutenant  Barxingtaci  acting  as  his  galloper 
Brune  was  directing  the  advanoe  guard's  u 
Thirty-iooith  under  Fkhner  and  Napier  wi 
right,  and  854h  wen  to  the  kit.  The  gi 
nnniaed  to  be  dangeroos  and  was  taken  cand 
BMt  with  little  oppoaitioa.  A  Isw  sn^wn'  whai 
Aa,  soon  alter  dayli^bt,  we  aeared  the  final  rid^ 
the  86nekal  £op)e  Itoki  our  view,  two  aeoofa 
from  the  dSth  Company  towards  this  lidga,  and 
aniped  by  three  ahots  and,  thinking  the  zidge 
Ihej  reared  k>  nport.  Lieutenant  Beniii 
forward  to  us  and  said  to  me,  **  Captain  I 
yon  mmA  ddb  vp  ^bM  adga^  end  ireanrnhcr 
waU  yon  wiy  hsM  Id  geltiimvgli  at  Hm 
Mj  eosapenw  taM  ne  his  bone  1 
«n,aadbewooidlikeloaiAelbapaoe.  Imi 
wee  fiMt,  and  il  waa  t^sttti  of  tkisf  todaa» 
poadbK  to  wlikk  ha  agnad.  and  I  galloped  in 
aA  ee  qwnk  a  pace  aa  wy  pony  ooeli  ^ou 

ia  the  waH,  and  jeM  cmt  dMaiBySM  wee  a 
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kraal.  About  four  hundred  yards  in  the  valley  beyond, 
^Hoping  towards  Senekal,  were  two  mounted  men,  but 
I  had  no  rifle  and  they  quickly  got  out  of  sight.  My 
companion  smartly  joined  me,  and  then  to  the  right  we 
saw  Palmer  and  his  men  galloping  around  the  foot  of  the 
hill  we  were  on.  Many  Kaffirs  swarmed  out  of  the  huts 
and  told  us  that  Boers  were  in  Senekal ;  they  did  not 
know  how  many.  We  halted  here  until  some  Artillery 
and  Infantry  came  up  and  some  of  the  I.  Y.  flank  guards. 
Colonel  Firman  ordered  Palmer  to  take  34th  at  a  gallop 
in  extended  order  over  the  east  (our  left)  end  of  Senekal 
Kopje — other  Companies  would  follow,  also  a  gun.  We 
vwept  down  at  a  good  pace,  and  at  the  summit  we  were 
met  by  a  Boer  volley  from  the  south  side  of  Senekal. 
Palmer  made  us  swerve,  and  we  dismounted  on  the 
skyline  and  returned  the  fire.     Our  fire  caused  the  enemy 

leave  the  ridges,  and  the  gun  and  a  pom-pom  and  other 
panies  coming  up  to  assist  they  were  thrown  into 
acme  confusion,  and  our  shells,  it  was  apparent,  must 
have  caused  several  casualties  among  them .  After 
carefully  scouting  the  spruits  we  entered  the  town.  We 
were  the  first  in  and  we  bought  bread,  milk,  and  unripe 
t  from  various  houses.  We  were  informed  that  the 
bodies  of  the  enemy  had  left  Senekal  yesterday  and 

8  morning.    We  camped  on  the  summit  of  the  kopje 

the  site  of  our  first  battle. 

By  our  entry  into  Senekal  eight  prisoners  were  released 
— Captain  Lee,  R.A.,  6oth  Battery,  and  seven  men  of 
ous  Companies  of  mounted  troops. 

A  cattle  guard  of  ten  men  was  required  this  morning. 
I  slept  last  night  most  deeply  and  heavily  as  if  nature 
bad  been  a  bit  played  out.  I  made  a  survey  of  the  kopje 
Jor  future  reference,  paying  one  of  the  Manchester 
lataotry  to  help  me.  We  set  stations  by  a  hand  compaas 
and  then  paced  the  distances  and  noted  the  rise,  fall,  Or 
ivities  from  the  outline  made  by  the  stations.     It  waa 

foogh  method,  and  the  compass  was  very  restleaa  for 
two  reaeona — the  iron-stone  stratum  and  the  ihunder- 
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storms  in  progress  throughout  the  day. 
hard  at  the  noten  from  11.30  to  3.30  (see  page 

Two  Malta  M.  I.  released  yesterday  were 
attached  to  34th  to-day.    Others  were  atl 
Compaoiea. 

Wilson  had  a  narrow  escape  on  the  moi 
guard.  He  rode  out  to  a  Kaffir  kraal  to  try  t 
When  within  ahout  fifty  yards  of  the  kraal 
heckonod  him  to  come  on.  They  were  Boers, i 
tamed  and  galloped  away  under  fire.  I 
unhurt.  , 

A  reconnaissance  in  force  was  made  to  tl| 
was  unahle  to  go.  Two  hours  later  hei 
pom-pom,  cannon,  and  Maxim  could  be  h| 
force  returned  at  midday  and  said  that  the  \ 
scattered  on  all  sides  after  giving  a  voUq 
Boughton  was  grazed  on  a  finger  by  a  buUi 
were  no  other  casualties.  i 

At  dusk  I  and  six  others  of  the  Company  wi| 
at  the  Brigade  Field  Hospital  as  unfit  for  field! 
the  present.  ^ 

A  reconnaissance  in  force  was  planned  for  t] 
lying  in  the  direction  of  Trommel.  The  L( 
Infantry  and  two  guns  were  left  to  occupy  Senc 
force  went  out  at  4.30.  Several  of  us  did  n( 
remained  in  the  hospital  lines.  Towards  the  afti 
heard  firing  in  a  south-west  by  west  direction, 
down  with  Frodsham,  who  was  ill,  to  the  farm  i 
of  the  kopje  and  bought  some  bread  and  butte] 
visited  the  lines  of  the  Boer  families  we  had  ; 
at  various  points  on  the  trek  to  Senekal.  T] 
altogether  150  men,  women,  and  children.  I  fc 
views  on  the  situation  rather  mixed.  Several  y 
war  oould  be  ended  in  any  way.  I  was  bette 
hand  gave  me  much  trouble,  and  my  finger  w 
have  a  sti£[  joint. 

No    news    of    our    force.      Hospital    reveill 
7.30.   a.m.      The  doctor  says  "splints"  for 
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^he  enemy's  scouts  came  in  close  enough  to  be  shelled 
rom  the  kopje.  The  Artillery  fired  three  or  four  shells 
tto  them.  Meikle,  Weisberg,  Blyth  and  I  were  allowed 
9  go  to  dinner  in  town  at  midday.  I  wrote  some  copies 
f  the  "Ballad  of  the  Mth  "  for  Napier  and  others  who 
ad  asked  for  them.  Weather  dull  and  threatening,  with 
ightnin^  and  rain  during  the  night. 

BeTeille  was  late  in  the  hospital  lines.  A  small  convoy 
I  provisions  went  out  to  the  camp  of  oiu*  httle  field  force 
>bout  five  or  six  miles  south-west.  A  picket  claimed  to 
lave  killed  a  Boer  this  morning.  During  the  forenoon 
he  Artillery  again  shelled  a  body  of  Boers  scouting 
vithin  cannon  range.  It  was  a  very  wet  day  and  fears 
rere  entertained  that  the  spruit  would  rise,  so  we 
nracaated  Senekal  soon  after  midday,  taking  our  prisoners 
ilong.  The  rain  drenched  everything  and  everybody,  and 
ire  were  soaked  also  to  our  knees  with  mud  and  slush.  1 
ed  my  horse  for  comfort's  sake.  We  joined  the  Brigade 
:amp  at  sunset,  when  the  sky  cleared  a  bit.  We  were 
old  that  the  force  had  made  two  reconnaissances  from 
Jiis  camp  with  Little  or  no  result.  They  once  came  in 
tight  of  a  few  Boers,  but  the  pom-pom  pole  broke  at  a 
iritical  moment.  This  camp  was  on  Hendrik  Delpoort's 
?arm,  named  Roodekop  Farm. 

Thirty-fourth  were  rear  guard.  We  started  at  4.30. 
kmie  of  our  men  look  very  much  run  down.  I  rode  with 
everal  others  in  a  waggon.  We  went  on  towards  Winburg 
ID  an  eastern  road.  We  had  views  of  Biddulphaberg,  Tafel- 
)erg,  and  Witkop  in  our  rear,  and  later  we  came  into  view 
)f  the  Wittebergen  and  Wonderkop  on  our  left.  The 
^lamorgans  were  advance  guard.  At  10  a.m.  we  saw  and 
leard  firing  on  our  left,  and  ballets  whistled  over  the 
iraggons.  The  Glamorgan's  advance  Scouts  had  run  on  to 
lotne  sunk  trenche;^  of  the  Boers  and  were  met  by  a  rattling 
roUey.  Private  Nell  was  instantly  killed  and  Sergeant 
Fhomas  was  wounded  in  two  places — one  bullet  ploughing 
liscfaeek  and  piercing  his  ear.  Thomas  took  it  ver}'  non- 
^ftlantly.    The  Artillery,  at  quite  close  range,  pot  shell 
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firewood,  utensils,   dixies,  swung  beds  fc 
thousand   and   one  things    suspended   froi 
guards,  side  racks,  and  stays  of  the  wag( 
ropes,  cables,  spare  yokes  and   pins,    Ki 
pots. 

An  order  to  trek  was  countermanded,  fa 
was  not  ready. 

At  this  time  I  realised  that  if  I  did 
example  of  several  others  in  the  Compan 
Kafiir  boy  to  help  me  in  my  cooking,  kit  ■ 
similar  service  I  should  very  likely  go  under,! 
pass  to  the  tovs^,  and  at  the  transport  yard  I 
looking  Basuto  boy  on  terms  of  one  pound  i 
bis  rations.     His  name  was  Jacob.  i 

Captain  Brune  was  appointed  Aide  to  Ge: 
and  he  again  left  our  Company  for  the  Staff 
called  around  at  the  tents  and  said  that  it  wol 
his  pleasure  to  do  what  he  could  for  the  34tl 
that  he  would  try  to  further  the  interests  ol 
who  desired  to  get  Police  or  other  billets. 

Winburg  is  the  terminus  of  a  branch  raiiw 
main  line.    We  saw  several  trains  passing  th( 
small   parties    of    troops.      Eighty   of    the 
Infantry  left  for  Pretoria  to  go  into  training  1 
Infantry. 


WINBUBG   TO   SENEKAL 


TT  had  been  hoped  among  oui  men  that  we  should  be 

^  allowed  to  spend  Christmas  in  Winburg.  but  that  was 

not  to  be.   We  received  orders  to  be  ready  to  trek  at  seven 

o'clock.     No  one  knew  our  destination — some  held  that 

»e  were  going  to  Kroonstad,  others  to  Lindley,  Harri- 

imitb,  or  to  occupy  Tafelberg,  according  to  individual 

choice.     After  a  midday  halt  we  marched  until  sunset  in 

a  direction  somewhat  north  of  east.     It  was  a  fine^  warm 

day.     About   three   hundred    of    the  Colonial   mounted 

troops  joined  the  Brigade  at  Winburg :  we  do  not  know 

ioT  how  long.     Some  of  them  are  old  hands  who  have 

rejoined :  most  of  them  are  new  and   raw  and  are  not 

good  riders,  nor  Colonials.     We  camped  at  Kaffir  Kop  in 

the  direction  of  Besters  Flats.    No  Boers  were  seen  all 

day. 

We  trekked  at  4.45  a.m.,  apparently  north-east,  but 
going  very  slowly  and  indirectly  I  could  not  judge 
Mxtirately.  At  8  o'clock  we  came  into  touch  with 
■DOther  Brigade,  which  was  stated  to  be  part  of  Colonel 
Whitens  Division  or  Brigade.  Thirty-fourth  and  35th 
wen  advance  guard.  We  halted,  and  our  transport  officers 
pcooeed  to  hand  over  sixteen  waggons  of  provisions. 

Palmer  is  now  in  command  of  34th.  Of  the  enemy 
only  two  Capii  carts  were  seen  to-day,  which  some  of  our 
omu  followed,  but  suspecting  from  their  movements  that 
they  were  decoys  the  pursuit  was  given  np.  At  midday 
the  Brigade  crossed  a  drift  into  a  little  plam  between 
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three  round  kop8»  two  of  which  a  guide  id 
called  Spy  Eop  and  Leeaw  Eop.  For  the  refl 
we  were  allowed  to  spend  Christmas  as  bed 
tinder  the  circamstanoes.  The  General  officj 
us  a  merry  Christmas.  Rations  were  madi 
Ad  impromptu  sing-song  was  got  up.  Carolfl 
The  85th  Company  decorated  a  Christmas  trei^ 
very  amusing.  All  kinds  of  odd  thingB— emp^ 
and  tins  and  odd  garments  and  socks — were  tJl 

Many  idle  rumours  were  about — that  De  1 
the  neighbourhood  and  beset  by  many  of  our  oq 
Movements  are  being  kept  very  secret.  ! 

We  saw  many  wildebeeste  and  buck  to-da] 
wildebeeste  or  gnu  calves  were  brought  intoJ 

The  following  is  a  roll  of  the  Company  on' 
morning,  December  25,  1900 : — 

UooftenaDt  Palmer  (oom-     HonioasU«.  Walktf 


Quading). 
Tiiwitwant  Napier. 
Tieolahant  Banington. 


Deeembordfi. 


Hicks. 

Hunt. 

Heen&n. 

Jaoobj. 

Uard. 

Kelwj. 

Lee.  T. 

MeiUa. 

Uamoti. 

MtiDwraith.  J.  H. 

Paparritor. 

PhiUipa. 

B*m. 

Roberts. 

Richards. 

Smytfa. 

Battalion  Brxn. 
Peaoook,  B.S.M. 
Laogley.  Q  M.S.M. 
Hides.  O.U.  8ergt. 

ArrjLCBKp  T9  Ossxaju's  Sxatt. 
Captain  Prideaax  Brxine 
Pia.  MeKachnio 
Pte.  Robinson 

Reveille  ha<l  been  ordered  at  4.30,  but  in  the 
order  came  around  altering  it  to  3.30,  and  we  a 


Boaghioo. 

Borrows. 

Baker. 

Bowsn. 

Cowan. 

Clifford. 

Corner. 

Day. 

Edwards. 

Edmondstoo. 

Frodsham. 

Grout. 
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Tere  ready  to  trek.     Then  another  order  came  to  us 
tand  to."  and  then  to  outspan  aad  off  saddle  again. 
)   finally  resaddled   and  started  at   10.30,   rounded 
w  Kop  and  marched  ^yb  or  six  miles  in  an  easterly 
don  and  camped.     The  position  of  camp  seemed  to 

the  apex  of  a  triangle  of  which  Winbuxg  and 
uJ  formed  the  other  angles,  twenty  miles  distant 
bout  the  west  and  north.     This  was  as  near  as  I 

make  out  our  bearings.  The  Colonials  parted  with 
re  and  went  to  our  left  as  a  separate  column.   Thirty*^ 

El  was  rear  guard  to-day.  1  was  afternoon  grazing 
.  The  35th  men  got  their  young  gnu  to  be  suckled 
goat,  but  failed  to  indace  it  to  accept  a  mare  as  a 
r-mother.  Thirty-fourth  discovered  ninety  sacks  of 
flour  at  a  farm,  and  it  was  subsequently  put  into 
I.  My  hand  was  still  disabled  and  in  splints. 
B  Bt€X>d  to  our  horses  ready  saddled  until  ten  o'clock, 
hen  we  started  in  a  north-east  by  east  direction  for 
leal.  It  came  out  in  orders  that  a  body  of  troops 
r  Colonel  Finnan  were  to  garrison  Senekal  until 
ary  4th.  The  force  consisted  of  half  the  Manchester 
itry,  about  400  men,  one  Battalion  of  I.Y.  (about 
oen),  some  Manchester  M.I.,  a  couple  of  15-pounders, 
n-pomi  and  Maxim. 

le  rest  of  the  Brigade  under  General  Boyes,  in- 
ng,  I  think,  the  Colonials,  which  we  passed  on 
og  camp,  returned  to  Winburg. 

the  delay  in  the   morning  Napier   told   me 
irooble  to  fall  in  the  lines  to-day,  so  I  rode  near 
cod  gun  almost  all  day.     It  was  fine,  clear,  and 


DeoflsaborflT. 


r-fourth  were  left  advance  goard  under  Palmer, 
and  Harrington.  As  our  Column  approached 
the  kopje  was  shelled  and  about  two  hundred  oi 
\y  galloped  out  of  Benekal.  some  by  the  north  road 
irs  over  the  kopje.  Thirty-fourth  now  galloped 
to  the  left,  not  very  far  out  from  the  Column 
II  within  sight  of  us.    Palmer  code,  8om<»what  in 
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ftdvftoce  of  hia  Company,  lo  the  rise  overh 
to  exAmine  the  ground  when  Napier  pushed 
him  and  aaid,  "  Look  here,  old  chap,  I  can't  t 
all  the  riftka!  '*     For  a  moment  the  Compan; 
the  hkyline  when  the  enemy  were  observed  in 
and  the  enemy  upon  seeing  that  their  presen 
covered  opened  fire  with  a  murderous  volley. 
Hhot  through  the  wrist  and  Hlomacb.      Hb 
strength  io  canter  with  the  rest  to  cover,  w 
and  others  helped  him  from  hiB  horse.     Thi 
1.30  or  2  o'clock  p.m.     From  where  I  was  I  o 
attack,  and  that  iiome  untoward  incident  ha 
Napier's  wound  was  at  once  seen  to  be  a  dan 
Thai  afternoon  there  was  much  sadness  in 
for  he  waa  a  great  favourite  with  every  one. 
again  pitched  on  the  top  of  the  kopje. 

To-day  wae  the  aniuTenazy  of  my  atteatiai 
been  one  year  a  aoldier  of  the  Qoeen.         ^ 

An  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  House 
aa  raooeaBtaUy  as  ooold  be  hoped  for,  bat  thai 
hope  bald  out  of  reoovety. 

Soma  Boen  Te&lamd  in  ckiae  eooogh  to  i^ 
Arlillacy  and  the  kopje  pi^ela.    The  fire 

GM  ba^  ob!    Napier  died  at  l^S5, 
old  fiMlkm  la,  Kughlahadge  Barrack 
Tha  biHl  and  moat  tovahla.    It  is  a 
Oiflbrd  was  with  him  wbao  ha 
ootyjoil  Ml  him.    He  aad 
Hia  oottn  w%3  placed  oq  a  maau    All  who 


1 
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others.     There  were  other  heartrending  words  spoken 

and  some  messages  of  a  private  nature. 
I  was  night  gaard  last  night  and  stable  guard  to-day. 

Duties  were  heavy  owing  to  the  small  number  of  men 

available  for  duty. 

'    About  twenty  Boers,  mostly  without  arms,  gave  them- 

fielvee  up  in  little  groups  to-day-     They  said  that  they 

bad  been  forced  unwillingly  into  the  field. 

A  party  of  the  enemy  fired  briskly  at  our  Kafiirs  on 

the   north    aide   of    the    kopje.      The    Artillery    shelled 

them.     We   heard   a  bullet    or    two    whistle   overhead 

IB  we  waited  in   line  for  the  doctor  this  morning  at 

10  a.m. 

j  This  morning  at  two  o'clock  Palmer  called  for  twenty 
jznen,  dismounted,  to  go  out  to  surprise  a  farm  west  of 

Senekal.  They  lay  in  wait  for  a  band  of  Boers  until  after 
daylight,  but  returned  without  any  encounter. 

In  the  forenoon  we  viewed  from  the  top  of  the  kopje 

two  ambulances  and  a  Cape  cart  coming  in.  We  watched 
them  wi  th  anxiety .  They  proved  to  con  tain  f  om* 
iroanded  men  of  the  Montgomery  and  Pembroke  I.Y.  of 

White's  Division.  One  was  their  Captain,  who  was  shot 
I  in  four  or  five  places.  They  had  suddenly  run  against  an 
I  ambush  near  Hammonia. 

It  was  a  quiet  day  and  some  of  the  men  fell  to  cooking 
(as  an  amusement.    Kelsey  even  went  so  far  as  to  con- 
^Btmct  some  primitive-looking  jam  tarts. 
I     There  was  a  heavy  thunderstorm  last  night.    All  the 

tents  were  flooded. 

I  A  force  of  I.Y.  went  out  to  the  east  end  of  Tafelberg 
I  to  get  into  helio  communication  with  another  Column. 
'Particulars  wore  secret.  Only  15  men  of  34th  went. 
^  was  grazing  guard  with  Boughton.     The  force  returned 

at  3  p.m.    Just  afterwards  the  Colonials,  Kaffrarians,  and 

others  came  in  with  Colonel  Crewe.     They  camped  under 

OS  on  the  south  side  of  the  kopje. 
I  was  night  guard,  third  reUef,  and  although  I  was  on 
ix)m  11  p.m.  to  one  in  the  morning,  it  did  not 
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oconr  to  me  that  the  birth  of  another  jed^  a 
had  taken  place. 

Another  wet  and  Btormy  day  with  much  tl 
lightning,  especially  towards  the  evening, 
in  a  bank  of  lurid  cloud  and  colour.     F 
LY.  went  out  in  the  morning  on  the  Wi 
expecting  to  meet  the  incoming  Convoy.    At 
of  34th  Company  followed.     Later  in  the 
long  column  of  General  Boyes  was  sighted , 
trailed  into  Senekal  below  us. 

They  brotight   sad   news  indeed.    Poor, 
Scott,  whom  we  had  seen  go  into  hospital 
ten  days  ago,  was  dead — had  been  some  days  d 
out  by  enteric.     One  of  our  very  best. 
the  34th !    One  of  the  36th  was  also  dead. 

Ingram,  of  Hibemia  Stores,  his  wife, 
Boers  from  the  Klip  Nek  district,  came  in  il 
noon.  He  told  as  that  there  had  been  sevexi 
Hammonia  last  week.  That  a  Commandant 
a  body  of  the  enemy  had  been  captured,  t 
brought  in  a  mail.  I  got  two  letters.  Fabe^ 
and  Weedon,  junr.,  have  gone  into  hospital 
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THE  Imperial  Yeomanry  went  out  at  7  a.m.  to  recon-  looi. 
noitre.     I  did  not  accompany  them.     Senekal  was  to  b"«i»« 
be  garrisoned  by  a  ainail  force.     At  2  p.m.  the  transport 
ordered  to 


move.  We  marched  out  on  a  Lindley 
road  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  passing  Biddulphsberg. 
which  was  four  or  five  miles  to  our  right.  On  the  way 
out  we  met  an  ambulance  with  Alf.  Izard  in  it,  wounded. 
Thirty-fourth  had  been  advance  guard  in  the  morning  and 
had  viewed  Boers  in  the  distance.  A  Cossack  post  was 
ordered,  and  Edmonston  and  Izard  in  going  out  to  occupy 
the  position  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy  at  500  yards, 
and  Izard  had  been  shot  in  the  arm  above  the  elbow;  the 
bone  was  severely  broken.  We  camped  near  a  branch  of 
Zand  Bpruit. 

We  started  at  5.30  a.m.  Thirty-fonrth  nominally  re- 
serve, became  centre  advance  guard.  Whenever  a  chance 
offered  to  be  in  the  front  Palmer  took  it.  We  only  got 
into  long  range  touch  with  the  enemy.  The  cannon 
shelled  them  a  short  while.  We  trekked  about  fifteen 
miles  apparently  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  CompasseB 
were  erratic  in  these  thunderous  days.  We  camped  at 
one  o'clock.  Two  hours  after,  the  35th  and  3Gth  Com- 
paniea  rode  out  with  a  part  of  the  Convoy  apparently  on  a 
Lindley  road,  perhaps  only  to  pass  on  provisions  to 
another  Column. 

We  started  on  the  rood  at  4.45,  bnt  only  went  a  half  a  JukaiJ7i 
mile  when  ordara  oame  from  the  Brigade-Major  to  return  *u»ja. 

9» 
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to  camp,  which  we  did,  and  we  pitched  on 
same  lines  as  we  had  vacated  ^  half -hour 
The  I.Y.  were  ordered  to  remain  saddled.  In  | 
tha  Boers  fired  on  our  outposts.  Thirty-fou] 
out  in  a  north-westerly  direction  and  sighted 
mfgODB  making  off  in  the  distance  and  tcA 
for  foar  or  five  miles.  Our  force  was  too  sq 
ao  attack,  and  had  to  return  without  result.  | 
also  shelled  in  another  direction.  From  the  t 
from  LindJey  came  to  get  a  part  of  our  convej 
of  this  camp  was  less  than  seven  miles  soath 

Our  pickets  were  sniped  during  the  nig 
was  the  first  anniversary  of  our  entering 
Knightsbzidge. 

We  trekked  in  a  direction  south-east  h 
marched  with  a  very  long  transport  train 
waggons  and  teams  not  required  at  Lindleyj 
colmnn  made  np  of  five  or  six  hundred  a 
Horae  and  others  accompanied  us.  We  ' 
camp  on  the  ground  we  occupied  on  DecemI 
which  I  named  De  Villiers*  Farm,  called  E 
Meikle,  Wilson,  Wilshin,  and  I  did  a 
grazing  guard  in  the  afternoon.  There  was  m 
transport  and  other  stock  about  and  a  deq 
which  our  horsee  insisted  on  falling,  one  o 
nearly  drowned.  We  had  to  cut  the  headsl 
which  were  knee-haltered. 

Great  secrecy  is  maintained  as  to  oar  ft 
ments.  ^    ^ 

More    of    our  34tb    are    filling    out 
McUwiaith    (the  younger)  has  gone  into  h 
ill  of  enteric*    I  bid  him  goodbye.  I 

Colonel  Munro  is  in  command  of  the  moon 

We  wece  on  the  road  north-east  long  befoi 
when  the  son  rose  it  seemed  as  if  we  had  been 
on  trek.  We  were  travelling  on  the  road  wi 
Reiti:  on  December  11th. 

The  Boers  began  sniping  at  the  rear  as  ao 
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WM  broken,  and  by  the  time  we  ai 
(December  11th)  they  opened  on  our  right 
The  Artillery  was  kept  very  busy,  and  the  col 
whan  they  reached  the  north  side  of  the  N< 
after  we  arrived  at  the  camp  which  we 
daring  tho  nights  of  December  9th  and  10th, 
Thirty-fourth  had  akeady  ridden  into  a 
sudden  call  came  for  mounted  troops,  and  Pt 
'*  Get  mounted,  84th !"  and  galloped  to  the  assisl 
rear  guard  and  rear  gun,  which  were  very  haidj 
the  enemy.  The  determination  of  the  attack! 
surprise,  and  a  smart  rear-guard  action  was  in  1 
any  one  realised  it.  Boers  had  broken  tfa 
dispersed  the  guard  of  Betlmne's  and  then  w 
Manchester  Company  of  Infantry  rearguard,  v 
the  open,  and  drove  them  towards  the  gun.  Tl 
its  ground ;  three  of  its  men  were  badly  woi 
suffered  the  loss  of  all  its  horses  but  one.' 
Pom-pom  Section  died  of  wounds,  and 
wounded.  The  Manchesters  again  advance 
before  a  storm  of  bullets  as  if  they  had  been 
hail.  It  was  a  hot  time.  One  of  the  Mancl 
killed.  In  the  meanwhile  the  I.T.  had  I 
attacking  Boers.  Palmer  took  34th  from  riq 
aa  the  enemy  retreated.  The  Boers  must  ha 
heavily.  Our  men  at  one  moment  came  undei 
fire  as  they  topped  a  ridge,  but  dismounting  tht 
it  with  interest.  Palmer  found  a  dead  Boex 
the  ridge,  and  some  wounded  Boers  were  1 
farm.  The  Boers  fired  on  our  ambulance  ' 
sent  out  to  fetch  their  wounded.  Although  ou 
was  in  the  thick  of  it  no  one  was  hurt  but  Ps 
seemed  to  bear  a  charmed  life.  A  bullet  1 
through  the  waterbottle  slung  at  his  back  ai 
had  pierced  a  crease  of  his  breeches  at  the  righl 
just  scratched  the  skin.     The  enemy  were  in  ci 
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*  A  Sergeant  who  aotcd  rather  well, 
beliare  got  the  D.O.M. 


bussing  away  ain^ 
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force,  and  it  was  surmised  that  they  thought  themselves 
hemmed  in.  The  name  of  the  place  was  Rietpan.  In 
ftboat  an  hoar  camp  had  settled  down  to  quietness.  In 
the  afternoon  Colonel  White  came  into  camp,  and  we 
learned  that  the  Columns  of  both  White  and  Knox  were 
within  two  or  three  miles  of  us.  It  was  also  said  that  a 
laager  of  800  Boers  was  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood. 

I  caught  on  the  veldt  a  young  '*sand  tit."  a  tiny  species 

of  tit  which  rises  in  considerable  flocks   from   the  long 

grass  and  mealie  fields  as  we  scout  along.    They  fly  in 

little  jerks  or  leaps,  and  chirp  a  short  note  in  irregular 

^oruB. 

W  Dr.  House  operated  on  a  Boer  wounded  in  the  head. 
A  Staats  Artilleryman,  who  had  remained  with  his 
wounded  comrade,  elected  to  surrender  although  he  was 
given  the  option  of  release. 

We  started  very  early,  and  at  a  slow  pace,  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  At  nine  o'clock  we  could  see  brigades  ^" 
Co  oar  right  and  left  flanks,  marching  parallel  with  us. 
We  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy,  but  the  Kaffirs  at  the 
kraals  said  that  a  large  commando  had  preceded  us  a  few 
hours.  We  arrived  before  midday  at  Blaauwkop.  at  the 
foot  of  which  is  Jan  Prinsloo's  Farm.  The  proprietor 
was  said  to  be  a  brother  of  our  friend  the  General  of  that 
oame.  At  a  farm  we  discovered  a  large  batch  of  dough  in 
preparation  for  a  big  bread-baking  for  the  enemy.  I  was 
on  ration  fatigue  in  the  afternoon,  and  managed  to  buy 
some  badly-needed  cooking  fat  from  the  butcher.  Grass 
was  good  about  here;  the  gardens  at  kraal  and  farm  were 
well  stocked.  I  got  some  nearly  ripe  peaches  at  the 
firm,  and  my  boy  Jacob  made  them  into  a  capital  stew. 
General  Boyea  was  reported  to  be  quite  indisposed  to-day. 

My  Basuto  boy  I  have  found  a  great  help  to  me  during 
this  week  or  two  of  my  disability  and  illness.  I  hardly 
know  what  I  should  have  done  without  him. 

It  was  said  to  be  known  that  over  a  dozen  Boers  were 
out  of  action  yesterday,  and  there  were  some  wounded 
»ners. 
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We  started  long  before  daybgfai  on  the 
(9onth-we«t  by  west).  We  took  %  meaDderini 
Ulaaawkop  for  four  or  five  mQea,  and  we 
ahead  of  as  marching  in  our  direction.  We  s 
dayhaltnearakopBimilartoBlaaawkop.  Oi 
w»?re  kept  a  mystery  to  the  troops.  We 
Prinsloo^s  Farm  outhouses  burning  in  the 
continued  oar  march  and  came  in  view  of 
the  Senekal  bergs  over  fifteen  miles  off. 
5  p.m.  on  the  steep  slope  of  a  rocky  ridge.  Tt 
had  little  to  do  to-day,  being  with  the  mi 
Boer  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  headi 
6th  by  a  shell  was  still  alive,  in  spite  of  th< 
portion  of  his  skoil  was  gone^  and  that  he 
anoonsoioofi. 

There  was  great  discontent  in  the  Imperial 
lines  throughout  because  no  prospects  were  1 
an  early  home  going.  Four  of  our  men  had 
hospital  during  the  past  week.  Jacoby  was  4 
ing  terribly  from  neuralgia.  | 

Thirty-fourth  were  a  part  of  the  rear  guard,  i 
at  6  a.m.    The  Boers  sniped  at  very  long  n 
travelled  towards  the  north  end  of  Biddulphsb 
with  Witkop  was  in  view  all  day.     We  saw 
preceding  us,  said  to  be  that  of  General  £ 
knew  nothing  of  the  meaning  or  intention  of  n 
There  was  a  three  hours*  midday  halt  and  a 
noon  trek,  and  we  pitched  camp  on  a  port 
battlefield  of  Biddulphsberg  where  the  Grena 
burnt.    Columns  were  to  be  seen  to  our  righl 
front.    The  Convoy  took  some  time  crossing  Za 
We  hod  come  about  fifteen  miles.    The  wou] 
died  on  trek  to-day,  and  was  buried  in  the 
His  name  was  Bensberg. 

We  rode  into  Senekal  by  a  rather  circuit 
rounding  the  north-east  end  of  Biddulphsberg 
the  G.M.P.  requested  me  to  give  chase  to  a  1 
had  stolen  a  large  quantity  of  leaf  tobacco  froi 


I  raced  him  towards  Senekal ;  he  thought  he  had  the 
better  horse,  and  turned  to  jeer.  I  knew  my  horse  betteTi 
and  seeing  that  I  gained  he  threw  down  the  tobacco  in  a 
drift.  I  still  {ollowed  him  and  caught  him  and  took  him 
to  his  boss,  a  transport  rider.  This  man  said  he  was  a 
bad  lot,  and  gave  him  the  sjambok  by  way  of  punish- 
ment. The  Convoy  split  and  came  in  on  separate  roads. 
Thirty-fourth  camped  on  the  south  side  of  the  kopje,  the 
Convoy  camped  on  the  north  side.  Campbell,  of  the  Gun 
Section,  was  much  better  and  rejoined.  Izard  was  as  well 
SB  couJd  be  expected  with  such  a  wound.  Weedon, 
Frodsham,  Faber,  were  still  very  ill 
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"OAHLY  this  morning  a  Convoy  ^ith 
^-^  trokkrad  out  to  Winburg.  Of  our  i 
Faber,  Frodaham,  Weedon,  jun.,  Jacoby,  an^ 
obliged  to  go.  One  of  the  columnfi  acco( 
Convoy. 

Ordera  were  iasued  for  us  to  be  ready  to  h 
at  1.80  p.m.  I  was  on  ration  and  forage  £i 
town.  Wo  packed  a  lot  of  mealies  on  ti 
waggons.  Campbell  was  on  this  fatigoi 
nturnod  to  the  lines  from  his  iUnees.         | 

We  evacaated  Senekal.  Thirty-foartb  w« 
guard,  bat  we  saw  noUung  of  the  enemy.  ^ 
in  troQt  and  roar  wen  shelled.  { 

It  rained  r^ry  heavily,  and  the  men  were  ^ 
lo  a  teatfol  slona  of  paUing  cain.  thonder,  it 
tswtf  OM  beoaoM  dwaehad.  1  had  no  cluj 
and  chiUed  lo  the  hoiie.  We  w«( 
iiaolm.  b«l  omig  to  the  oooditioi 
immifwmi^tnmotmxmim.  Towanbai 
bfwavwwoaMarfMiiHillN  J 
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NEK 


occupied  some  time  in  crossing  the  spruit  there.    The 

^i^ter  was  very  high.     There  was  a  midday  halt  of  three 

hours.    In  the  afternoon  we  trekked  north-east  by  east 

on   the  cotirse  we  came  on  January  9th.    We  camped 

About  six  or  seven   miles  north-east  of  Biddulphsberg. 

We  got  some  more  green  peaches  to-day.     As  advance 

goard  S4th  met  none  of  the  enemy,  but  some  shelling 

went  on  in  the  rear.    The  Colonials  who  left  us  yesterday 

at  the  first  spruit  seemed  to  be  having  a  warm  time  to  our 

left  on  a  Lindley  road,  for  we  heard  heavy  firing  in  that 

direction. 

The  maize  is  beginning  to  tassel »  so  that  we  shall  soon 
be  able  to  have  '*  roasting  ears." 

I  was  able  to  carry  my  rifle  to-day  for  the  first  time 
since  my  accident  at  Beitz  on  December  7th. 

For  the  Brigade,  reveille  was  at  4.45,  but  with  Meikle  J^^Iy!  ^^ 
and  Heenan  under  Ralli   as  corporal,  I  was  on  ration 
htigne  at  an  earlier  hour.     We  rode  with  Cowan  in  a 
waggon  to  the   Army   Service  Corps   Camp,   and  drew 
rations  for  horse  and  man  for  four  days. 

Thirty-fourth  were  rear  guard  under  Palmer.  With 
Palmer's  permission  I  rode  with  a  full  bandolier  only, 
because  a  rifle  was  still  awkward  to  me  with  my  stiff 
hand. 

The  Convoy  had  proceeded  but  three  miles  when  the 
West  Kents,  who  were  advance  guard,  discovered  a  lai^ 
tovce  of  the  enemy  in  front,  just  beyond  Necramo  Nek. 
The  Convoy  hastily  took  cover,  bunching  together  under 
the  left  kopje  of  the  Nek.  We  were  on  an  eastward 
road  going  towards  Bethlehem.  The  Artillery  and 
Infantry  quickly  took  up  positions  along  the  high  ridges 
00  either  side  of  the  Nek.  Hardly  was  this  done  before 
a  tremendous  sound  of  rifle  fire,  shelling,  and  Maxim  fire 
broke  out,  alike  from  us  and  the  Boers.  There  was 
nothing  of  a  surprise  about  their  attack — our  positions 
were  quickly  indicated  and  instantly  occupied — but,  some- 
bow,  fifteen-pound  shells  and  Maxim  fire  was  sufficiently 
onusoal  to  come  within  the  nature  of  a  surprise.    Tlieir 
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The  34th  maj  be  pttrdoned  if  thej  thoog^ 

most  gall&nt  leading  of  that  day's  charge  ww 
Lieotimant  of  their  G<Hii|)aiiy. 

^ndztj-foorth  were  right  flank  gnard,  and 
over  some  very  irregular  and  dangeroos  cooni 
not  been  ont  ten  toinates  before  we  got  a  fe 
An  boor  later  we  got  it  hot  on  a  ridge  we  h 
we  dismounted  and  fired  many  volleys.   Wh 
had  cleared  we  saw  a  lot  more  to  the  rear  an 
Artillery  coming  up  gave  them  a  few  shells 
pace. 

We  soon  struck  a  telegraph  line,  probably 
Bethlehem  line,  and  we  saw  that  we  were  , 
due  east.    At  Necramo  Nek  the  Senekal  Beri 
could  be  seen  in  the  western  distance. 

We  went  on,  Palmer  literally  sto 
ridge,  and  some  very  hard  riding  was  done 
under  fire  several  times.  The  shelling  ani 
tinned  until  we  came  in  sight  of  Bethleht 
rested  for  three  hours.  Under  Corporal  Edmo 
five  others,  I  was  on  Cossack  post.  We 
*'  go."  I  was  on  last  relief  during  a  thunderB 
men  came  up  on  our  left  skyline  and  Edn 
make  sure  that  there  should  be  no  mistake,  C 
fire.    At  a  volley  they  quickly  disappeared 

We  rode  into  Bethlehem  just  before  sunsel 
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rPHERE  was  a  late  reveille  this  morning.    I  was  one  of  ^sai. 
-^     the  morning  grazing  guards. 

Bethlehem  was  garrisoned  by  about  eight  hundred  men 
^altogether.  There  were  two  guns,  trenches,  and  barbed- 
irire  entanglements.  The  62nd  men  told  us  they  were 
awfully  tired  of  garrison  duty.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
enteric,  and  some  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded  by 
snipers  and  decoys.  The  place  was  in  hello  communica- 
tion with  Harrismith,  bat  the  signallers  had  to  take 
a  high  kopje,  every  day,  some  distance  out,  in  order  to 
^t  into  touch.  I  was  told  that  indirectly  (through 
Bethlehem)  General  Boyes  had  been  in  communication 
with  General  Rundle  at  Harrisraith  on  the  13th  during 
our  fight.  Extreme  secrecy  was  maintained  as  to  our 
movements.  Orders  were  expected  through  for  us  to 
tootinae  our  march  to-morrow.  We  could  hear  the  sound 
:0f  cannon  in  the  west. 

The  country  looked  well  and  fresh.  Swallows  in  con- 
jiderable  numbers  congregated  on  the  telegraph  line. 
^ains  and  storms  were  frequent.  As  morning  stars 
|Venas  and  Jupiter  were  in  conjunction. 

Wo  rode  out  of  Bethlehem  up  an  interminable  ridge  to  JwaoarfW 
the  north-east  by  east.    We  foimd  no  Boers  and  waited 
tane  hoars  for  the  Convoy  to  come  up. 

An  advance  guard  then  went  forward  and  we  saw  that 

they  were  soon  fired  on — a  few  bullets  came  our  way  and 

whistled  over  our  heads.    Palmer  immediately  ordered  us 

to  advance,  to  assist,  and  by  a  right-fianking  movement 

an 
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Tbeo  the  QtanflqpB  Twym  Teanunry 
tetter  10  ths  n^ift»  Hid  tbe  cBflmy  not 
baft  folkywii  down  to  our  poajtioo  uid 
Tbcj  quickly  retired  ftnd  ve  rode  back  to 
hftd  trekked  ten  or  t«d:V8  miles. 

'nurty*foarUi  wen  adranoe  gimd  imd 
BttxingtoQ.  We  followed  the  Bethlebem- 
line.  We  ■oooted  eooie  bad  ootmtiy  and  got 
ri^t  and  left.  We  sighted  a  gxeat  many 
Kloof » aboot  fire  miles  from  the  last  camp, 
position  on  a  high  round  kopje  to  our 
had  seen  the  enemy,  bat  they  had  gone  to 
sniped  ns  from  there.  General  Boyes  and 
came  up  with  the  main  guard,  and  the  Boers 
were  pounded  for  an  hour  by  cannon  and 
We  saw  some  very  neat  Bhooting,  which  deal 
of  the  enemy.  Then  the  General  decided 
three  boors.  This  was  about  twelve  miles  son 
west  of  Beitz. 

Thirty-fourth  again  started  as  advance 
p.m.  and  continuing  on  the  Beitz  Boad 
opposition,  Houtkop  and  the  succeeding  ridges, 
afternoon  the  rear  guard  was  harassed  by  const 
At  4  p.m.  we  came  in  sight  of  Beitz  and  i 
Boitz  scouts.  In  another  hour  we  entered  Beitij 
that  J.  C.  Mcllwraith  was  dead  of  enterioJ 
good  comrade  less !  A  comrade  who  was  avi 
do  to  others  as  he  would  be  done  by.  Blounj 
but  still  very  ill. 

Boveille  was  late.  I  cleaned  the  stable  lines 
In  the  afternoon  there  was  the  usual  thund 
we  got  wet.    It  rained  all  the  night. 

A  foroe  went  ten  miles  out  to  a  farm. 
the  Nobles  (of  Beitz)  and  two  other  families 
followed  ft  Cape  cart  and  swam  a  deep  swo 
and  oauM  oador  tiro ;  the  cart  got  away  and  t 
daogvcOQi  cot,  bad  again  to  be  swum.  Fo 
at  4  p.ni. 


tooj 


.^  it  guard  second  relief.  I  wbw  wet  and  chilled 
with  the  rain,  and  Lieutenant  Fahner  bronght  me  a  glass 
of  port,  which  was  indeed  a  godsend  ! 

The  men  were  tnmed  out  to  answer  the  roll-call,  a 
meet  onosual  proceeding.  At  9.30  ten  mounted  men 
were  made  stable  guard,  just  outside  of  the  lines.  This 
was  also  unusual,  and  the  men  knew  no  reason  for  the 
sadden  discipline  from  above. 

There  was  a  rum  ration,  but  it  was  so  diluted  as  to  be 
almost  pure  water ! 

J.  C.  Mcllwraith's  effects  were  sold  by  auction  in  the 
lines.    I  bought  some  of  the  clothes. 

It  was  a  fine»  cool  day. 

Thirty-fourth  was  rear  guard,  and  went  out  of  Keitz 
some  time  after  all  had  cleared.  Reitz  was  evacuated  and 
there  were  only  one  or  two  families  remaining  in  the  town. 
The  enemy  must  have  been  watching  us  closely,  for  we 
had  not  reached  the  ridges  south-east  of  town  in  rear  of 
the  departing  column  before  we  saw  Boer  scouts  ride 
down  into  the  town,  and  we  passed  the  compliment  of  a 
shot  or  two.  I  was  much  struck  by  the  accurate  judg- 
ment of  the  Boers  as  to  distance — they  seemed  to 
estimate  to  a  few  yards  our  effective  range.  The 
atmosphere  was  very  clear  as  we  left,  and  we  could  see 
our  bullets  strike  short  of  them.  They  did  not  waste 
many  shots.  Less  than  half  an  hour  after  we  left  Reitz^ 
a  amall  Boer  force  was  making  itself  free  there.  The 
garrison  had  consisted  of  East  York  infantry,  some  guns» 
and  some  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Sniping  continued  on  our  right,  left,  and  rear,  and  the 
pom-pom  was  kept  busy  all  the  morning.  On  the  rood 
five  Boers  surrendered.  For  some  months  past  practically 
every  ridge  had  had  to  be  taken  at  a  gallop ;  there  might 
oar  might  not  be  Boers  on  the  top  or  commanding  the  top 
— the  odds  were  that  there  would  be.  The  signal  for  pre- 
caakkm,  "  Ten  horses*  length  extend !  "  or  **  Five  horses* 
^■ngth  extend ! "  came  so  often  that  even  the  horses 
^BnMd  to  onderstand,  and  lurking  danger — the 
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OD  wm  vould  rail 
in  lAoce  lac  m^ 

?    TIm  foynfiog  of 
ol  the  cifle  in  the  bnclui.  the 
ling  noaebiiPit  Um  nnh  of  Air  and 
the  nreet  fz«graoo6  of  cmabed 

or  loweiiog  cloud,  tfae  obeety  w( 
kt  to  your  blowing  hone,  disturbed  fain 
the  net!    And  to  it  all  a  sort  of  rhythm 

Only  the  vvldt-Hir  damii^  t 

We  made  about  fifteen  miles  in  a  soa 
tion.  on  a  right-hand  Harrismith  Koad. 
camp  Phillips,  Wilshm,  and  1  remain 
CoBsack  post.    Wilshin  caught  a  Iamb 
for  extra  mtions. 

Thirty-fourth  were  left  flank  guard.  Wi 
Boors  at  a  great  range  and  exchanged 
damage.    We  trekked  about  south -east 
miles,  and  reached  Georgina  Store  by  m 
a  restful  afternoon.      We  saw  great  ni 
ducks,  koorhaan,  crane,  kc.     The  nigh 
cold  since  the  last  thunderstorm.    G 
wore  luxuriant.    Our  Convoy,  enlarg 
garrison,  was  immense,  and  we  got  a 
from  a  high  ridge  we  occupied  above  G 
The  Manchester  Mounted  Infantry  ca 
yesterday,  who  was  surprised  as  he  was 
hy  sniping  at  the  Convoy.   He  had  p 
full  of  Boft-nosed  Mauser  cartridges 
was  told,  was  very  wroth  with  the  old  ^ 
now  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Harri^ 
C'orporal  Coad,  ft  3Gth  man,  but  att«| 
ialioa  Staff  in  the  34  ih  lines 
wai  bomd  at  7  p.m. 


A  VERY  disagreeable  incident  occurred  in  the  Battalion 
-^  this  morning. 

Last  night  two  of  the  35th  men  drafted  a  petition  to 
General  Boyes  begging  for  information  as  to  when  we 
might  expect  to  be  sent  home,  and  it  was  urged  that 
many  of  us  were  business  men  and  wished,  in  case  of  pro- 
longed delay,  to  make  arrangements  for  our  affairs.  The 
paper  was  signed  by  all  the  Companies  of  the  Battahon, 
only  one  man  of  the  ^th  Company  refused  to  apj>end 
his  name.  As  previous  communications,  it  was  said,  ad- 
dressed through  the  Colonel,  had  not  been  rephed  to  this 
one  was  delivered  direct  to  the  General's  Headquarters. 
The  communication  was  the  cause  of  some  controversy 
uuoDg  the  ofhcers  of  the  Battalion,  but  the  only  reply 
the  men  got  was  a  severe  reprimand  read  to  us  by 
Adjutant  Dixon,  by  lamp  light,  before  reveille.  We  were 
bundled  out  without  ceremony  to  hear  this  reproof. 

In  the  framing  or  presentation  of  the  petition  there 
had  not  been  the  slightest  intention  of  disrespect  to  any 
one.  The  men  felt  that  they  were  entitled  to  some 
Msorance,  one  way  or  the  other,  for  many  of  them  had 
made  sacrifices,  and  any  further  delay  would  have  to  be 
arranged  for  in  home  affairs.  The  petition  was  couched 
in  the  most  respectful  terms. 

To  a  fair  and  plain  question  by  men  who  had 
a    right    to    expect   a   fair    and   plain    reply   this    wae 
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ibe   tort   of    thing    Toachsafed    to    the 
snnrar: — 

EzTRACT  rmoM  "ArrftR  Oedbss/' 

Ka   1.  The  Oflloer  Commanding  11th  Batt. 
ftod  that  tho  N.C.0.8  «nd  men  off  the  Batt.  under 
bean  guUtj  of  a  gross  piece  of  unaoldicrlikc  and 
in  wmding  In  a  petiUon  to  the  O.O.C.  direct 

ao. 

The  O.O.C.  has  returned  the  petition  to  the  CO. 
timt  he  attcibutea  the  breach  of  Military  otiqueilf 
imdar  the  oiroiuustances  the  CO.  has  no  other  alfta 
ignore  the  circntnatancc  and  is  obliged  to  confess  thj 
of  the  oondoot  of  the  Batt.  under  his  Coiumaad. 

By  Order  I 

{Signed)        W.  G.  Dixon,  Lieol 

XX.  Ba 

A  very  bitter  feeling  among  the  men  wa 
this  manner  of  dealing  with  their  request.  1 
We  trekked  from  Georgina  on  the  Had| 
and  arrived  at  Elands  Hiver  Bridge  befon 
here  met  General  CampbeH's  Brigade.  "^ 
the  river,  and  presently  a  large  mail  was  brti 
lines  from  General  Campheirs  Convoy.  I' 
letters.  Fowler  and  Christy  also  here  reft 
lines.  They  brought  us  news  that  poor  ] 
died  at  Winburg  of  enteric,  and  that  Sergt, 
of  the  Battalion  Staff,  had  died  of  dysenft 
smith. 

Patterson,  who  was  assistant  storekeeper 

at  Harrismith,  brought  a  Cape  cart  full  of  D» 

A  day  of  many  important  events  to  ua.     | 

I  was  night  guard  last  night,  and  at  rev< 

collect  the  outgoing  Company  mail,  for  Gea| 

was  returning  to  Harrismith. 

Colonel  Harley  to-day  took  over  the  coni 
Brigade  from  General  Boyes. 

Last  night  Captain  Brune  visited  34th 
goodbye  to  some  of  the  men.  He  wob 
bivouac,  and   for  a  moment  I  thought   hi 
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calliog  me,  the  relief.  He  said  some  very  pleasant 
things,  and  told  me  that  he  was  going  away  with  General 
Boyes  and  that  he  wished  to  say  goodbye  to  me. 

AboQt  eleven  o'clock  we  were  called  upon  to  fall  in, 
in  line,  and  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  was  read  out  to  ns.  The  sad  news 
bad  come  through  by  helio  from  the  Platberg. 

General  Campbell's  Brigade  marched  back  to  Harri- 
smith.  and  with  it  went  General  Boyes  and  some  members 
of  his  Staff.  Captain  Brune  and  others,  and  several  of  our 
men — McKechnie,  Robinson,  Bowers,  Patterson,  lVc. 

Blount,  who  was  very  weak,  and  had  travelled  as  a  con- 
Taleeoent  from  Beitz,  also  went  with  the  force  to  pass  on 
to  Mooi  River  Hospital. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  visited  by  a  terrible  rain, 
which  almost  washed  our  camp  away.  The  tents  were 
flooded ;  not  a  trench  in  the  lines  was  equal  to  taking  off 
the  deluge  that  rushed  down  on  us. 

It  was    a  warm,   damp    day.     The    heliograph  was  jmout 
twinkling  from  the  comer  of  Platberg  nearly  all  day. 

The  new  clothes  opened  up  were  raffled  for  among  the 
men,  for  there  was  not  enough  to  go  around.  Sergeants 
Hall  and  Agnew  superintended  the  drawing.  I  won  a 
shirt.  Of  putties  and  boots  there  were  more  than  enough. 
I  subsequently  managed  to  get  a  pair  of  breeches,  and 
with  my  new  acquisitions,  so  badly  needed,  I  went  down 
to  the  river  and  came  up  another  man.  My  horse  did 
recognise  me  at  first  1 
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WE  got  into  touch  with  the  enemy  v( 
rode  out  under  Palmer  as  right  &ar 
the  35th  taking  the  left  advance.  We  m 
ridge  after  ridge  and  got  some  unpleasantl]n| 
and  from  the  last  ridge  we  cleared  out  fi 
mounted  Boers  and  almost  exhausted  our 
in  firing  at  them,  and  we  were  three  mil 
camp  1  About  noon  we  returned  to  camp  flrij 
Georgina  had  been  passed  and  that  we  werw 
Bethlehem,  three  miles  beyond  Georgina  8 
grazing  guard  for  the  afternoon  to  the  nstii 
ment  of  a  thunderstorm.  I  was  night  guar3 
with  Baker  first  and  Meikle  second.  We  h 
horses  on  the  line,  including  officers'  mo4 
Section  horses.  A  great  company  truly ! 
Palmer  forge  ahead  to-day  that  he  gave  neiti 
nor  fifteen-pounder  a  chance. 

Thirty-fourth  was  reserve  squadron,  or 
at  the  first  heights  the  advance  guard  was 
Boer  fire,  and  after  galloping  forward  with 
Palmer  kept  us  ahead,  and  for  the  rest  of  t 
galloped  over  ridge  after  ridge.  The  West 
very  lively  advance  guard  with  much  credit, 
got  into  a  very  hot  comer  indeed,  and  1 
Firman's  permission,  galloped  to  the  riCT 
help  them.    We  rode  into  some  very  close 

and  Agnew,  Meikle,  and  Fowler  had  partic 
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escapes.  The  bullets  sajig  wickedly  past  oar  ears,  but 
no  one  was  hit — it  seemed  miraculous.  Fortunately,  we 
were  within  a  few  yards  of  cover,  and  at  our  own  fire 
that  of  the  Boers  ceased.  We  made  ten  miles  towards 
Bethlehem^  and  we  came  to  camp  with  very  weary  horses. 
Evidently  the  enemy  were  numerous  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. No  movement  in  any  direction  could  be  made 
without  attracting  fire.  We  were  thankful  that  casualties 
were  escaped. 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  days  are  shortening;  light  r^^JS^J^ 
comes  later.  At  4.45  we  started  in  a  very  dim  light ; 
34th  were  left  fiank  guard.  The  Convoy  massed  in 
parallel  lines  and  made  quick  progress  towards  Bethlehem. 
There  was  no  hindrance  until  we  came  to  the  little  iron 
bridge  four  or  five  miles  south-east  of  the  town.  We 
saw  a  dozen  Boer  scouts  on  a  long  berg*  to  our  left,  but 
they  were  out  of  range.  We  heard  cannon  in  the  dis- 
tance all  the  morning,  which  was  said  to  be  General 
Campbell  in  our  rear.  We  got  into  Bethlehem  about 
midday  and  camped  on  the  north  side  of  town  near  the 
"Kaffir  location.''  I  have  felt  quite  ill  for  the  last  two 
da3r8. 

Cowan  paid  us  five  shillings  each  out  of  the  "County  ^"SSSrS 
Fund."  Two-and-sixpence  went  as  a  tip  for  a  new  pair 
of  breeches  I  got  on  January  25th.  Pom-pom  fire  was 
heard  during  the  morning,  and  a  little  later  General 
Campbell's  lEirge  column  and  convoy  came  in.  There 
was  an  armed  grazing  guard.  My  bivouac,  which  had 
iresthered  many  storms  and  much  rough  usage,  required 
mending.  Eennard  the  painter  repaired  it  for  me, 
making  an  excellent  job  by  sewing  a  strong  border  about 
it.  He  also  sold  me  an  iron  billy.  Thompson  and 
James,  of  the  West  Kents,  invited  me  out  to  tea,  and 
they  entertained  me  royally  at  their  bivouac. 

Palmer  and  Harrington  divided  by  reque-st  among  the 
Company  much  tobacco,  chocolate,  and  other  things  that 

*  Thl»  muit  h%Ht  been  the  borg  known  m  LaoRboiK,  or  Longborg,  to 
whioli  Um  Bom  auid«  fttter  Tweefontein,  Deeomb«r  Sfi,  1901. 
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A  secret  order  was  passed  for  aboat  seventy  I 
ready  at  9  p.m.  to  make  an  attack  on  a  neig 
farm.  They  retnmed  in  an  hour  or  so,  having  i 
farm  occapied  by  an  Infantry  picket. 

Last  night's  raid  on  the  farm  was  rather  h 
Our  scouts  had  nm  into  our  picket  and  only  ans 
time  to  prevent  an  attack.     I   was  again  nil 
third  relief. 

Wg  arose  in  full  moonlight.  As  we  rode  oui 
the  farm  which  had  been  the  object  of  th 
raid.  It  was  evidently  a  Boer  depdt.  It  w^ 
farm,  and  although  we  did  not  bum  it,  it  wi 
We  got  some  nice  grapes  from  the  wall  of  t 
We  then  got  up  on  the  great  rugged  tablelaai 
Tafelberg  and  bordering  our  old  Klip  Nekscoutii 
east  of  Hibemia  Stores.  About  noon  we  can 
Middlesex  Kopje  and  descended  into  the  Hamm< 
south  of  Klip  Nek.  We  wistfully  gazed  KIM 
at  our  old,  ever-to-be-remembered  camp,  and 
see  poor  Grout's  grave  on  the  slope.  We  mac 
hot  march  across  to  Hammonia,  and  there  rode 
of  the  enemy,  who  fired  for  some  time  into  tfa 
guard.  Only  a  horse  or  two  were  wounded,  w 
on  one  of  the  old  camping-grounds  at  Hammoil 

Thirty-fourth  went  out  late  as  rear  guard,  i 
taken  by  the  Column  was  along  by  the  telegraph 
ing  Willow  Grange  to  the  right.  There  was  at 
of  firing — the  Boers  attacked  continually  from 
ranges  to  our  left,  and  it  was  amazing  with  tl 
of  bullets  that  no  one  was  hit.  At  one  point*) 
in  hiding  let  the  advance  guard  pass  and  opo^ 
main  convoy,  throwing  it  for  a  while  into  some  ^ 
but  upon  the  cannon  and  pom-pom  getting  ii 
they  soon  cleared.  The  hits  were  few  and  n 
A  Basuto  boy  rode  into  our  rear  under  a  white 
had  a  note  for  one  of  our  transport  riders,  1 
from  his  wife.  \ 

As  there  was  promise  of  heavy  rain,  Barrini 
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five  of  us  forward  to  put  up  our  Company's  tents,  which 
proved  a  kindly  and  timely  precaution,  for  a  very  deluge 
came  down.  The  Column  arrived  at  Fickshurg  ahout 
2  p.m. 

All  the  Basuto  boys  became  excited  at  the  view  of  their 
land,  just  over  the  Caledon,  and  they  were  eager  for  passes 
to  cross  the  river. 


A   FORCE  of  mounted  men  from  34th,  36th, 
U0ft.in.  "^    M.M.I,  rode  as  scouts  &nd  guards  to  a  gi 

77th  Battery,  and  a  Company  of  South  Stafforc 
and  five  mounted  orderlies,  which  were  to  oc 
garrison  Willow  Grange.  Ten  of  34th  und^ 
Edmondston  rode  as  left  advance  scouts.  Bdl 
at  US  from  the  bergs  at  Willow  Grange,  but  nc 
hit.  The  post  was  established  and  the  moui 
rode  back  to  Ficksbuzg  Camp.  Christy  of  34t 
of  the  men  chosen  to  be  the  Willow  Grange  or^ 

BastriotiTtt  e&mp  ocders  were  read  out,  relati 
topaaaaa  to  town.  The  san^  was  a  half-mSj 
tbatown*  ttndsr  the  gieat  lapetani  table  mow 

Twuity  men  from  the  Begular  Infantry 
allMbed  10  our  oompany  to-day,  tome  from 

faoB  the  Woicesteia.- 
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gaard  was  a  lonely  one,  with  nothing  but  the  occasional 
owl  hoot  and  the  ripple  of  the  river  to  break  the  quiet 
that  prevailed.  The  town  lies  on  the  gentle  slope  falling 
from  the  foot  of  Imperani  to  the  Caledon  River. 

The  scenery  about  Ficksburg  is  rugged  and  grand,  and 
a  few  miles  over  the  Basuto  border  rises  the  long  sierra- 
like  range  of  the  Maluti  Mountains  with  its  infinitely 
varying  lights  and  shadows. 

Our  river  guard  was  relieved  at  8.30  by  the  West  Kents.  Febrowri 
At  camp  we  foimd  that  a  reconnoitring  force  had  gone 
towards  Hammonia  via  Willow  Grange.  Near  Hanunonia 
the  force,  which  had  no  gun,  was  checked  by  a  good 
number  of  Boers  in  position  on  the  bergs  ;  some  of  our 
horses  were  killed  and  our  force  had  to  return  without 
accomplishing  anything,  for  rifle  fire  failed  to  dislodge  the 
hidden  enemy. 

The  following  was  the  full  roll  of  our  Company  at  this 
date: — 


lieal.  Palmer. 

Fowler 

Lieoi.  Bairic^D 

Heeoan 

Agncw 

Hunt 

Bnrrowfl 

Kelaey 

Boaghton 

Lee,T. 

Bradk^y 

MeiUo 

Bftker 

Paparritor 

Cowan 

Phillipa 

C^iffi?T^1 

RalU 

Corner 

Bob&ris 

Edward* 

Bichanb 

Edmonds  ton 

Weuberg 

Wil«hin.  T.  J. 
Washin,  E.  V. 
Weodon,  F.  J. 


Guv  Swmoir. 

Han 

Canny 
GampboU 
Stephen 
Smart 


Colonel  Firman  was  O.C.  the  mounted  troops,  and 
Captain  Dixon  was  Adjutant. 

Under  Colonel  Firman  an  expedition  started  for 
Hammonia  to  fetch  a  lot  of  grain — wheat  and  mealiee. 
Tliirty-fourth  were  gun  guard,  but  under  Palmer  we 
lamed  our  hand  to  any  scouting  required. 

We  picked  up  at  Willow  Grange  forty  waggons  and 
Che  Infantry  who  accompanied  the  abortive  expedition  of 
fwticnlijr,  and  proceeded  along  the  telegraph  lino  towards 


B«T«U1* 
MOa.Bi. 
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HanuBooia.    A  feint  had  been  made  on  the  m; 

probably  to  induce  the  enemy  to  take  up  poaiti* 

looking  it,  but  we  shortly  took  the  right-hand 

the  line.    We  met  with  no  opposition  until  H 

was  in   sight,  when  from  the  big  south  kopje 

opened  upon  us.     Our  gun  and  pom-pom  instant 

a  rapid  fire  on  a  certain  position  on  the  great 

some  twenty  Boers  on  foot  were  at  once  seen 

oat  from  this  nook  in  the  heights.     Both  kindfl 

rapid  succession  were  fired  amongst  them.       I 

Barrington  took  a  party  of  omr  Company  al 

right  flank  charge  on  the  Mill,  and  we  coverec 

the  enemy  could  prevent  as — a  few  feeble  sni 

being  all  that  met  as. 

Palmer  in  the  meantime  took  four  men 
the  berg  to  see  what  execution  had  been  doi 
enemy.    There  were  abundant  and  bloody  e^ 
the  Boers  had  left  in  a  hurry  with   woum 
young  Boer,  mortally  wounded  by  a  shell,  wt 
ridge,  and  a  few  rifles  had  been  thrown  doi 
afternoon  I  was  on  Cossack  post,  south  of 
the  gun.    The  grain  was  loaded,  and  in  the 
returned  to  camp  by  moonlight,   singing,    i 
some  very  good  voices  in  oar  company,  notalt 
and  Robert's. 

It  was    a  quiet    day,  only    the    usual 
fatigues  were  done. 

"  Colonial  Pay,''  of  5s.  a  day,  for  the  I.  Y.^^ 

January  1.  1901,  was  announced  to  us  as  ' 

confirmed.    Our  pay  for  the  past  year  had  bet 

rates,  about  one  shilling  and  a  penny  a  day. 

I  obtained    a  pass  to  the  town  and    \f 

necessaries  in  the  way  of  groceries.    As  it  ^ 

that  our  stay  in  Ficksburg  would  be  a  pQ 

I  invested  in  some  new  pots  and  pans  foK 

washing.    I  was  invited  to  tea  by  Weisberg,  1 

appointed  to  the  town  police.    1  bad  a  long 

with  Mr.  Eals,  a  Colonial  born,  grandson  ? 


i 
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veteran ;  he  spoke  very  feelingly  of  the  Colonial  view  of 
loyalty  and  hoped  that  England  would  see  that  it  was  a 
tme  and  helpful  sentiment  to  the  Empire. 

The  wounded  Boer  died  to-day ;  his  name  was  F.  H. 
Fusl. 

I  was  one  of  the  stable  line-cleaners,  rebnury  lo 

Revailto 

Orders  were  road  out  about  "  standing  camp  "  health  ^ 
and    discipline!     and    concerning     precautions   against 
enteric. 

Thompson  and  James,  of  the  36th  West  Kents,  came 
to  sapper  with  me  at  my  bivouac.  It  was  a  very  beautiful 
eveningi  and  the  colours  on  the  mountains  were  very 
lovely. 

Orders  came  to  prepare  for  a  trek  on  the  morrow.  I 
determined  to  travel  very  light,  and  ordered  my  boy  Jacob 
to  remain  in  camp  in  charge  of  my  bivouac  and  such  kit 
as  I  should  not  require. 

Available  men  of  34thf  35th,  36th,  and  M.  M.  L,  about 
200  men,  two  guns,  a  pom-pom,  one  Maxim,  and  some 
waggons  went  out  at  daylight  to  Willow  Grange,  where 
we  picked  up  some  Infantry  and  more  waggons.  We 
then  proceeded  towards  Hammonia  by  the  right  road, 
along  by  the  telegraph  line.  Thirty-fourth  was  gun  guard 
and  Coloners  escort,  Colonel  Finnan  riding  with  us.  The 
M.  M.  I.  were  advance  guard.  Two  miles  from  Willow 
Grange  they  met  the  enemy  on  a  high  ridge.  Our  guns 
whisked  about  and  shelled  the  Boers  but  we  could  see 
nothing  of  them,  for  the  ground  afforded  rough  and  excel- 
lent cover.  Two  of  the  M.  M.  I,  horses  had  been  wounded. 
Palmer  took  us  forward  to  assist,  and  he  sent  five  of  us 
under  Corporal  Edmondston  up  the  kopje  where  the  Boers 
bad  been,  and  the  M.  M.  I*s.  came  up  just  after.  We 
beard  a  few  shots  as  we  rode  up,  but  none  of  us  were 
hart,  yet  in  our  rear  one  of  the  M.  M.  I.  horses  was  bit. 
Its  ridor  dismounted,  and  said  that  he  could  not  find  any 
outlet  for  the  bullet,  it  had  gone  in  at  the  hindquarters. 
I  suggested  his  off-saddling,  which  he  did,  and  the  ballet 
was  found  embedded  in  tho  blanket.    We  then  oampcd, 
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but  with  little  opposition,  &t  Hammonia,  a1 
more  grain,  of  which  there  waa  a  lajrge  stor^^ 
on  the  waggons  by  the  Basato  Boys,  aaaijBti 
Infantry. 

We  rested  under  the  willows  above  the 
hours  while  this  work  was  bein^  done.  At 
were  ordered  to  saddle  and  form  a  rear  screen  i 
lothe  waggons,  to  within  touch  of  Willow  Gn 
returned  to  Hammonia,  to  hear  that  a  night  at 
be  expected,  and  that  in  any  case  reveille  w 
midnight,  and  that  a  start  towards  Klip  Nel 
made  at  one  in  the  morning.  I  was  for  night 
being  on  the  middle  relief  I  could  get  no  sli 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  w« 
Hammonia  as  silently  and  secretly  as  we  coi 
fourth  were  made  advance  guard, and  Edmon< 
Fowler,  Richards,  Clifford,  Phillips,  and  I 
advance  scouts.  Palmer,  of  course,  came 
Barringtoa  waa  in  charge  of  supports.  Tl 
road  scouts  and  two  scouts  on  either  hand, 
of  the  road.  The  moon  was  about 
wma  okMidy,  and  aret  the  uneven  gXDond 
to  keep  in  touch.  Fowler  and  I  were 
sooQta.  The  aooata  led  towards  KHp  Kek» 
with  ejea  and  ean  aatraia  to  cat^  the 
the  eMOiy.  Belund.  vre  could  oocaaooally  M 
ol  gun  or  miggoQ  wheel,  or  the  squeak  tgM 
drmn  wen  dottb.  In  half  an  hour  we  mH 
and  calf  in  a  dooga.  looking  vety  mndi  1^  t 
ing  by  his  hone.  We  lawghed  and  rods  on.  i 
I  hetttd  a  noise  of  aGnmhliBg  fasl  in  firanlof  i 
>Boala»  sod  then  tkii^y  yaA  akiad  of  os.  cfai 
in  «h«  ssmi-dnriaMSi.  a  sMHtsd  man  It 
a^  nfls(««had  haan  sidsninstio  ire  eal 
■HMril;)  and  I  edbd  m  a  hw  voios  to' 
"fiTmi  mil  ihoad**'  TbsnodMR  hsoanw  ^ 
t^  III  mam      I  ww  n««  Innrt.  «k 
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\.n  instant  later  Palmer  headed  a  charge  and  the  man 
doubled  into  the  darkness  of  a  donga,  and  although  we 
could  hear  the  clatter  of  his  horse  we  soon  lost  all  trace 
of  him.  So  we  lost  our  man.  In  three  minutes  it  was 
all  over — it  was  a  moment  full  of  excitement ;  we  could 
not  know  if  we  had  run  against  a  single  scout,  an  outpost, 
or  a  laager.  The  incident  was  reported  to  the  Colonel, 
and  be  ordered  forward  six  additional  advance  scouts  by 
way  of  precaution.  We  next  rode  up  and  surrounded  our 
old  friend,  the  Krogs'  house,  but  only  women-folk  were 
there.  About  four  o'clock  we  had  halted  on  the  old 
familiar  camping-ground  of  Klip  Nek,  and  we  waited  for 
the  rest  of  the  Column  to  come  up  and  set  Cossack  posts 
about  the  ridges  of  the  basin.  Just  as  day  was  breaking 
the  last  of  the  waggons.  Infantry,  and  the  rear  guard  had 
arrived.  At  daylight.  85th  Company  took  over  the 
advance  guard,  and  leaving  the  transport  in  laager  with 
the  Infantry,  the  mounted  men  rode  on  to  Hibemia, 
Ingram's  Farm,  Store,  and  Mill.  The  fifteen-pounder 
trotted  out  to  a  position  to  cover  our  advance.  We 
galloped  the  four  or  five  miles  to  Hibemia  in  order  to  take 
it  by  surprise.  Thirty-fifth  in  front  kept  a  right  road,  we 
and  the  Kents  a  left.  As  we  neared  the  store  we  saw 
two  Boers  galloping  for  life  beyond  it  to  the  uplands 
towards  Doomkop,  and  a  moment  after  we  saw  35th 
come  around  from  the  right  at  a  swinging  pace,  and 
snrronnd  the  garden  and  house.  They  could  not  see  the 
(wo  men  making  away  because  of  a  rise,  but  they  had 
floctrcled  two  more  of  the  enemy,  one  of  whom  made 
ite  efforts  to  escape  and  fired  several  shots  from 
of  the  garden  before  he  surrendered.  The  other 
oaught  by  Crook  of  the  35th,  in  bod.  They  also 
three  or  four   good    rifles  and   some  saddled 


Mrs.  Carmichael  was  still  "  holding  out  **  at  her  cot.  and 
at  two  or  three  houses  there  were  women-folk.  With 
three  86tb  men,  Meikle,  Baker,  and  I  were  north  Cossack 
post.    The  Mill  was  hastily  destroyed  by  being  blown  up, 
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mod  it  wma  not  Long  before  ordera  to  retire 
Kebey^  who  had  foond  a  hen's  nest  with  a  doi 
cf^gs,  had  asked   Mrs.  Cannichael  to  boll  them 
prompt  were  the  ordexs  to  retire  that  he  was  < 
leave  them  behind.    We  then  cantered  back  to 
and  rested  for  a  few  hoars  in  laager  and  got  soi 
needed  coffee  and  food.     At  eleven  o'clock  we  i 
flattering  ourselves   that  we  should  camp  at  £ 
for  the  night.    Thirty-foarth  became  rear   g 
jnst  as  the  last  cart  and  Infantry  had  slipped 
basin's  edge  two  Boer  scoats  stepped   out  on 
skyline  of  the  great  eastern  kopje  and  gave  oi 
two  for  luck — but  such  a  range  was  out  of  thf 
except  on  a  chance  shot.    On  the  road  to  Ha 
man  and  his  family  came  into  the  Column  witl 
load  of  household  furniture  and  goods.    The^ 
that  they  greatly  desired  to  get   to  FicksbtS 
neared  Hammonia  a  heavy  thunderstorm  bro 
and  then  after  a  twenty  minutes*  halt  we  1< 
were  to  continue  our  march  into  Ficksburg^ 
on   in  pitiless,   pounng    ram.      Barrington 
carried  my  notes  under  his  mackintosh.     Wi 
of  us  wet  to  the  skin.     The  downpour  did  n< 
we  reached  the  Willow  Grange  Pass.     Here 
crossing  the  rear  guard  was  delayed  half  an 
break   down  of  an  officer's  heavily-laden  Ci 
was  not  that  of  an  I.  Y.  officer.     It  is  not  01 
to  suggest  that  luxury-laden  carts  with  bei 
"  balky  **  horses  are  not  appropriate  pace-] 
"  flying  column.'*    Then   Paparritor's  moun 
the  mud.  and  a  very  nasty  tumble  resulted ;  f( 
it  was  feared  he  would  roll  over  the  edge  intc 
but  luck  was  on  his  side,  and  horse  and  rides 
very  severe  shakiiif^. 

We  got  into  Ficksburg  Camp  just  at  dark^ 
over  fifty  miles  in  the  two  days.  We  we^ 
hungry,  but  jolly,  every  one  singing  and  | 
trying  to  enliven  the  time.     Clifford,  espeo 
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mnsicol  form.     When  we  had  got  supper  and  a  double 
issue  of  rum — we  slept ! 

We  were  indulged  to-day  on  account  of  the  last  two  vebraaois 
days'  hard  work.     There  were  only  the  usual  river  and 
stable  ^ards  and  the  patrols  to  do. 

I  heard  an  Infantry  officer  relate  that  a  Boer  under  a 
w^iite  fla^  ha<l  come  in  yesterday  to  ask  for  the  l)ody  of 
young  Fusl.  The  messenger,  who  was  stopped  by  the 
picket,  owned  that  another  Boer  had  been  killed,  but  he 
would  not  say  how  many  had  been  wounded. 

Itather  elaborate  grazing  guards  have  been  instituted.  F«bru"7J<. 
There  is  little  or  no  grass  within  pickets,  and  our  horues 
and  cattle  have  to  go  outside  the  wire  entanglements,  a 
mile  or  two  south-west  of  our  old  July  camp.  Each 
Company  has  to  furnish  six  guards,  three  mounted  and 
three  on  foot.  To-day  with  Bradley  and  Boughton  I 
was  of  the  mounted  guard.  There  was  a  concert  in 
town,  at  which  Clifford,  lioberts,  and  Cowan  sang.  I 
did  not  attend.  Cowan  rendered  with  much  feeling  *'  I 
Pear  no  Foe." 

Only  the  usual  duties  to-day.     I  wrote  some  letters.  Foimi»ryi5 
The  mails  went  out  twice  a  week,  through  Basutoland. 

It  was  said  that  several  Columns  were  working  south  of 
Fickaburg  on  Ladybrand  Roads. 

I  was  paid  two  pounds  on  account,  and  I  managed,  at 
a  discount  of  five  shillings,  to  cash  a  five-pound  post- 
ofice  order  It  seemed  to  be  a  tradition  that  an  old 
•oidier  was  entitled  to  his  "  perq."  when  he  could  sivfely 
tiact  it. 

It  was  my  habit  after  dark,  whenever  a  piece  of  candle 
and  readmg  matter  could  bu  obtained,  aud  when  I  did 
not  foe]  too  fatigued,  to  creep  into  my  bivouac  and  spend 
an  boor  or  two  in  reading.  It  was  my  one  amusement, 
for  I  did  not  care  for  cards  uor  could  I  sing.  My  bivouac 
was  a  little  tent,  two  feet  high  and  six  feet  long,  a  piece 
of  canvas  stretched  over  Lwu  abort  poles  and  pegged  out, 
tny  saddle  and  blanket  kept  out  draught  at  the  upper  <'jid. 
Then   was   not  even  room   to   ait   up,  but  with  my 
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hmd  oo  my  kit  vatiie,  a  pieoe  of  candle 
tent  hammer  for  caodlartkik.  I  ooald  be  perlecl 
M  lUj  at  full  length,  with  my  book  or  magazu 
At  9.90  in  the  evening  I  was  ao  wtnated  when 
a  stick  sUshed  acxota  my  eenvu.    I  always 
that  sort  of  thing,  bocanac  treating  canvas  in 
U  not  cakmlated  to  prefterve  its  waterproof  qaa 
I  paid  no  attention,  thinking  it  was  one  of  my 
larking.    A  few  minutes  later  the  slash  was 
and  ibis  time  a  strange  voice  aaad.  "  Lights  oat  i 
greatly  surprised,  and  backed  out  from  under  t^ 
to  see  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  this  visit.    A 
standing  by  my  "  hatch  "  and  said  peremptoriljr 
out,  I  said  r*     Now  there  bad  been  no  regul; 
oot  '*  orders  for  months,  and  if  on  exceptional 
it  bad  been  desirable  to  keep  the  camp  in  dark] 
always  been  the  office  of  our  Regimental  Sergic 
Peacock  to  come  around,  and  in  a  pleasant  wi^ 
that  lights  must  be  extinguished.     Here  waol 
new ;  my  light  had  been  the  dimmest  in  thcM 
at  the  end  of  a  long  hole.      Along  34th  lineJ 
three  or  four  tents  with  lights  burning,  and  | 
6amp  there  were   lights.     Within    ten   pace 
Company   Sergeant-Major's  tent    with    sever 
burning,  for  he  had  a  card  party  on.     I  said  q^ 
"  By  what  authority  do  you  give  me  this  cm 
replied.  "  What  is  your  name."     I  said,  '*tbi 
Major  will  furnish  you  with  it."     I  thought  I) 
find  out  who  he  was,  but  he  answered,  **  Consit 
under  arrest!'*      He   stepped   to  the  open  f 
Sergeant* Major's   tent  where    the    Sergeant* 
some  of  my  comrades  were  playing  cards.    I  i| 
out  my  light  and  followed  him  to  see  what  i( 
He  said   to  the  Sergeant-Major,    "What  is' 
name?'*     My  name  was  given  him,  and  he  9 
under  arrest!  *'     No  one  was  disturbed  at  thi 
The  Sergeant-Major  said.  "  What's  the  matte 
Some  one  said  within,  *'  That  gives  us  the 
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I  said,  '•  Something  about  *  Lights  out.*  I  suppose,  but 
just  look  at  the  lights  in  the  lines,  and  will  you  tell  me 
who  he  is?**  "That's  the  new  Provost-Sergeant, 
Comer,  and  he's  got  you  down.'*  I  turned  in,  wondering. 
The  card  game  next  door  went  on  until  11.30  that  night. 
The  game  was  not  played  in  the  dark,  but  that  was  a 
mere  detail. 

If  this  mau's  appointment  as  Provost-Sergeant  had 
appeared  in  orders  the  men  knew  nothing  of  it.  Orders 
were  rarely  read  out,  only  when  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  call  some  especial  point  to  the  attention  of  the  men. 
Battalion  orders  were  copied  by  the  orderly  sergeant 
every  night  into  the  Company  order-book,  but  instead  of 
calling  upon  us  to  fall  in  to  hear  the  orders  read  the 
orderly  sergeant  would  pass  from  tent  to  tent  and  to 
each  bivouac  with  the  one  bit  of  information  that  was 
of  keen  and  vital  interest  to  every  member — the  hours 
of  reveille  and  parade. 

Boon  after  nine  I  was  taken  up  to  Colonel  Firman  by  Fabrtuiryia 
two  members  of  the  quarter  guard  and  the  new  Provost- 
Sergeant.  1  was  greatly  incensed  at  this  shameful 
indignity  and  injustice,  but  I  did  not  nor  could  not 
protest.  Wliat  was  there  to  say?  I  did  not  even  know 
with  what  I  should  be  charged. 

When  a  dehnquent  comes  before  his  Colonel  he  is  not 
allowed  to  wear  his  belt,  hat  or  helmet,  or  side  arms,  or 
anything  that  might  indicate  that  he  is  a  soldier,  beyond 
his  bare  umform.  He  is  marched  between  two  men  with 
rifles  at  the  shoulder.  The  Regimental  Sergeant-Major, 
if  be  knows  his  business,  speaks  to  him  sis  to  a  dog.  If 
he  has  not  taken  up  that  position  he  is  sharply  told, 
**  Stand  at  attention  1  " 

Colonel  Firman  looked  up,  '*  What  is  this  man  charged 
with?"  The  Provost- Sergeant  said.  '*  He  refused  three 
iixoes  lo  put  his  lights  out  when  I  ordered  him  last  night.'* 
It  was  a  deliberate  fabrication,  but  that  also  was  a  detail. 
I  had  DO  witnesses.  Not  even  those  at  the  card  party 
had  beard  anytbiug  of  the  case.     Colonel  Firman  turned 


LD). 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  Mm  COB£P. 

to  me  and  asked  what  I  had  to  Ray  for  myselH 
to  explain.  I  had  hardly  Baid  three  word^ 
jadge  inicrraptod  me  with  a  rough,  "  Oh,  I  d< 
to  hear — all  that — 1*11  have  you  understand  tl? 
are  to  be  obeyed— ten  days  C.C. ! "  "  Right  tun 
maroh ! " 

I  found  myself  outside  the  Colonel's  tent  \ 
Provost-Rer^eant.     I  tunaed  on  him.     I  was  v* 
We  were  not  two  yards  from  the  tent  door. 
and  be  halted.      I  said  to  him,    '*  Sergeant, 
accuse  a  soldier  before  his  Colonel  you  should 
truth/*     I  wns  looking  at  him  in  the  eyes  to  b< 
by  chance,  he  was  under  the  delusion  that  he  h 
fairly  and  justly-     His  eyes  fell,  and  I  said  to  h) 
you  were  not  speaking  the  truth,  and  you 
it.**      He  rallied  himself   at  that  and  en* 
•'  Come    back    to    the    Colonel !      Come 
Colonel!"     We  stepped  inside  the  tent 
too  angry  to  cftre    v«ry  much    what  bapp^ 
Colonel  looked  surprised  and  asked  what 
The  Proro^Et-Sergeant  said  weakly.  **  PI 
1  didnt  speak  the  truth/*     I  said«  "  Yes, 
did  mot  Ktll  yoo  the  truth/*    The  Coloael  said. 
(oriwAnnce  tbui  I  had  looked  for,  "  Go  awH 
lalnielmrmomolthis!**  M 

I  walked  bftdc  to  the  boea  <]aickl j.  the  Prtmis 
foKkomiat^.  He  wManoldaoMier.aadkBevbj 
bei»  be  waa  able  to  trortle  me.  Tkilting  al 
loM  flue  r^ikUy  that  at  certain  bona  lor  %«■  d 
lepoit  mjmtt  to  Ihe  ^Mitor  fsvi  ^mtj  half 
I  MtmA  eottiM  mjmM  to  the  li^irial  TeoM 
UmU  I  ahoM  be  tesw«d  ior  cas^-d^ 
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done  something  distinguished  that  he  is  set  to  constrain 
60  many  men  who  have  served  their  country  zealously 
and  with  much  sacrifice."     Upon   inquiry  I  learnt  that 

he  was  a  sergeant  of   the  .      I  immediately  went 

to  their  lines  and  asked  many  of  them,  "  Who  and  what 
is  your  sergeant  that  is  set  to  regulate  the  camp '?  "  The 
answers  I  got  were  not  favourable  to  him.  Not  a  non- 
com,  or  a  private  that  I  could  find  would  either  say  a  good 
word  for  him  or  defend  him.  This  was  the  character 
his  own  Company  gave  him.  He  bad  been  made  Provost- 
Sergeant  because  he  was  an  old  soldier,  and  because  he 
had  curried  favour  with  one  of  their  officers.  He  was  an 
old  marine.  He  was  a  "waggon  wallah"  of  the  most 
persistent  type.  None  of  his  comrades  had  ever  seen 
him  under  fire.  According  to  his  own  confession  he  had 
a  bad  record  in  the  Marines. 

Palmer,  my  officer  commanding,  had  been  absent  or 
1  should  have  been  sure  of  a  good  word  with  the 
Colonel. 

A  wood  fatigue,  guarded  by  the  Manchester  Mounted 
Infantry  and  a  gun,  that  went  towards  Commando  Nek, 
was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy.  One  of  the  Manchester 
Mounted  Infantry  fell  from  a  frightened  horse  and  was 
injured.     Our  cannon  replied. 

My  poor  little  pony  had  fever  in  his  feet ;  he  was  very 
lame,  and  his  hocks  were  greatly  swollen. 
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dawn.    In  five  or  ten  minnt«R,  by  the  time  w^ 
that  notch,  we  should  be  almotst  a  sure  mark.    \> 
forward,  glancing  up  at  the  sinister  cover  the  : 
clifTs  offered   the  enemy  on  either  hand.      Pa 
twenty  yards  ahead,  with  Phillips  just  behind  b 
we  emerged  from  the  Nek,  without  warning,  it  < 
right  left  and  front ;  many  Mausers  cracked 
and  again,  some  so  close  that  T  felt  once  or 
wind  on  my  face,  wht^ther  of  bullets  or  rifle^ 
I  flhall   never  know  ;  little  needles  of  Hgbl 
around  us  with  thoir  wicked  crack«  and  sinf 
Palmer  shouted  something  in  the  din.      The  h 
like  things  on  springs.   I  darted  forward,  thinkl 
had  shouted  ** Advance!"     Phillips  checked  i 

string  of  oaths — "Where  the are  you  goin 

fool?  Fall  back  !  "  He  was  always  my  very  g 
We  turned  in  the  road  and  sprang  into  the  i 
the  pass  again — there  we  ran  against  Barrinc^ 
supports,  facing  the  music.  Barrington  watf| 
his  stirrups  with  his  arm  raised,  chanting,  "8i 
**  Steady,  34 ! "  in  a  way  that  proved  his  m- 
Boers  were  firing  wild  and  high.  Thank  Go< 
that  rattle,  only  one  man  was  shot  in  the-^ 
horse  or  two  put  out.  Colonel  Firman  had  ad 
he  had  followed  promptly  with  Infantry  at 
into  the  basin  of  the  Nek.  and  in  a  few  mi 
arms  were  sweeping  the  front.  It  may  be  tha 
merely  shooting  at  the  landscape,  but  thi 
cannons  and  rifles  so  close  dispersed  the 
again  the  advance  guard  dashed  out,  this 
grey  morning  light. 

We  now  came  out  on  undulating  groun 
the  left  or  north  by  the  immense  bergs  and  m 
the  end  of  the  Wittebergen  range  about  Mt 
Franz  Hoeks  and  to  the  right  by  the  Caledon 
the  Maluti  mountains  far  beyond.  It  is  a 
grandly  rugged  elements.  We  scouted  on  for 
miles  under  sniping  from  tlie  high  cliffs  toU 
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Artillery  covered  our  advances  and  the  advances  of  the 
extended  Infantry  and  l.Y.  Before  entering  Generars 
Nek,  towards  Fouriesburg,  Palmer  set  a  temporary 
Cossack  post  of  four  men,  which  was  suddenly  hotly 
attacked  by  the  enemy  from  the  heights  above.  The  post 
extended  and  retired  under  fire,  all  but  one  man,  one  of 
oar  attached  men,  named  Alsbury,  who,  not  caring  to  run 
the  gauntlet,  tried  to  find  Huitable  cover  on  the  spot.  The 
enemy  were  situated  so  high  that  all  near  cover  could  be 
shot  over  by  them ;  Alsbury  immediately  received  a  bullet 
through  his  right  breast.  We  saw  that  he  was  wounded, 
and  Palmer,  never  hesitating,  galloped  up  to  where  he  lay 
and,  under  fire,  built  a  rough  sangar  or  protection  about 
the  poor  fellow's  head.  The  Boers  were  shortly  pounded 
out  of  their  position.  We  halted  for  breakfast,  and 
Alsbury  and  another  badly  wounded  Infantryman  were 
brought  in  on  stretchers. 

We  had  heard  the  guns  of  some  other  Column  booming 
over  the  mountains,  on  the  Hammonia  side,  from  early 
morning  to  noon. 

After  breakfast  we  continued  our  march  towards 
Fouriesburg  and  camped  some  seven  or  eight  miles 
IfDUth-east  of,  but  within  sight  of,  that  town.  The  rank 
and  file  were  still  quite  in  ignorance  of  the  object  of  our 
expedition. 

God  truly  was  merciful  to  us  this  day. 

It   rained   heavily   diuring  the   night   and   we  awoke,  FsbroAiytT 
having  no  cover  or  tents,  wet  and  uncomfortable.    The  taoa^ 
whole  day  was  dark  and  wet — one  mass  of  threatening, 
rainy  cloud  seemed  to  hang  over  us  and  the  mountains.  | 

We  started  off  in  our  streaming  cloaks  on  a  left  road. 
leaving  Fouriesburg  on  our  right.  The  ridges  were 
l^ocubarded  to  the  front  and  right.  Many  Boers  were 
Wn  in  the  latter  direction.  They  had  miscalculated ; 
they  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  we  should  ridu  straight 
into  Fouriesburg  and  had  placed  themselves  on  positions 
commanding  a  ri^ht  road.  Wo  coold  see  bands  of  them 
riding  parellel  with  our  line  of  march,  and  some  of  them 
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poihed  on  ahead  of  us.  Thos^  at  noon 
Stafford  M.I.  was  shot  through  the  breast  aa] 
were  scouting  a  mealie  field.  We  puahed  oi 
Mill,  which  we  destroyed  at  one  o'clock.  Tl 
luileti  north  of  Fouriesburg  and  forty-two 
Fickftburg.  We  then  turned  south  towards  Foi 
At  our  approach  some  of  the  enemy  madji 
resistance,  but  they  were  pom-pommed  out  of^ 
and  Mth  were  taken  forward,  and  for  the  secoQ 
their  story  they  galloped  into  that  town 
Golomn. 

We  were  allowed  to  occupy  a  house  on  the^ 
of  the  town.    We  had  got  under  shelter  at  Is 
kraaled  and  fed  our  tired  horses,  built  big  fii 
some  of  our  things,  and  attended  to  our  si 
man  by  cooking  and  feasting.     There  was 
Sergeant  to  trouble  us.     It  was  late  before  v 
down,  rolled  in  our  wrung  but  still  sodden  b 

Under  Major  Percival  of  the  Artillery,  and  Mi 
finch  of  the  M.M.I.,  the  mounted  men,  a  coi 
Infantry,  and  the  Artillery  with  two  gunsi  a  \ 
and  a  Maxim,  paraded  for  an  expedition  to  di 
important  Mill  *  situated  about  four  miles  c 
great  basin,  south-east  of  town  and  about  hi 
Schoenseg  Kopje.  Colonel  Firman  remained  i 
tion  of  Fouriesburg  with  one  gun  and  the  b 
the  troops. 

The  34th  was  left  advance  guard.  The  gn 
one  that  we  had  been  over  before,  and  to  most 
landmarks  were  the  familiar  ones  of  Prinaloo's  s 
Palmer  and  Barrington  led  us.  Palmer  called 
scouts — Ralli,  Heenan,  George  Walker,  and  Kei 
Kelsey's  horse  having  failed  him  he  asked  me  to 
place,  which  I  did.  With  these  scouts,  a  black  g 
Palmer's  Basuto  servant,  Palmer  made  an  impetu 
far  out,  over  ridge  after  ridge,  over  the  much 
spruit  where  it  joined  the  full  river,  to  a  point  le 

*  Bee  July  27th  And  SOth,  1900. 
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Mill.  He  and  Heenan  were  a  few  yards  in  advance,  and 
AS  we  galloped  up  the  last  ridge  we  caught  sight  of  a  Boer 
galloping  away  to  the  left.  We  dismounted  to  fire  at  him, 
but  Palmer,  changing  his  mind,  bade  us  to  remount  and 
try  to  capture  him.  At  that  moment  Heenan  caught  sight 
of  some  Boers  about  thirty  yards  to  our  front,  hiding  in 
the  grass.  They  at  once  opened  fire,  missing  Palmer 
and  the  rest  of  us,  but  hitting  Heenan,  who  was  standing 
on  the  ridge  and  nearest  to  the  enemy,  through  the  arm 
and  through  his  hat.  Palmer  and  I  had  already  mounted, 
be  had  had  his  attention  on  the  fleeing  Boer,  but  I  hastily 
sfaoated  that  the  enemy  was  close  by.  "Come  back  I  " 
"  Come  back,"  I  shouted.  A  Boer  shot  at  him  from  his 
flank  at  ten  yards  and  again  missed  him.  He  at  once 
took  in  the  new  situation  and  dropping — it  was  only  a 
few  jrards — under  the  skyline  to  which  we  had  ascended, 
we  all  took  cover  behind  a  little  ledge  of  rock,  wntliin  a 
hundred  yards  of  where  Heenan  had  been  wounded. 
Palmer,  Ralli.  and  George  Walker  crept  to  the  edge  of 
cover  to  fire,  and  bullets  hissed  over  us  and  splashed  among 
the  rocks  about  us  from  two  directions.  I  attended 
to  Heenan.  who  was  bleeding  very  badly  from  an  ugly 
wonnd  in  the  biceps  of  the  right  arm.  I  knew  little  of 
the  bad  symptoms  of  wounds,  but  I  found  filaments 
stringing  from  the  orifice,  which  I  took  to  be  arteries, 
and  as  the  bleeding  was  profuse  I  hastily  folded  a  clean 
pockethand kerchief  he  fortunately  possessed  and  padded 
the  wound  with  it  and  then  bound  the  arm  about  very 
tightly  with  my  putty.  He  bore  this  dressing  without 
flinching,  although  it  must  have  given  him  great  pain.* 
In  a  short  while  he  said  to  me  suggestively  that  the  pain 
waa  pretty  bad  and  the  bandage  very  tight.  I  tuld  him 
that  I  knew  it  was  very  tight,  but  that  I  had  purposely 
made  it  so,  and  that  I  believed  it  to  be  necessary.     He 


*  U  it  oorious  wb^t  troaka  memory  pUyt  at  taoh  Ume«.  I  rom«nib«r  a  Uo* 
Sf  Tenaynn't  *'B«t«iis«**  at  this  moment  got  op  on  its  hind  l«g«,  to  to 
tfmkt  ftod  m«d«  a  dUbolleal  grimAoe  at  me.  It  runs,  **  But  a  ballet  struck 
Utt  Ibsl  wae  JieMJin;;  it  suddenly  demi." 
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■miled  very  cheerioUy,  and  said  he  knew  I  bad  i 

I  thoogfai   beal.     The  ladge  under  which  wi 

aboai  a  htindred  yards  from  the  river  bank 

Kaffir  guide  crept  down  very  warily,  taking  buc 

waa  allarded«  and  got  a  billy  of  water  for  He< 

Um  river.    A   little   black  dog  had  followed 

Fomiesfatirg.  and  whilst  I  had  been  attending 

had  curled  himself  up  at  my  feet.     A  fit  of  cm 

aetxed  him,  and  trotting  up  over  the  little  ledg< 

a  Mauser  crack  and  doggie  waa  no  more ;  he  ha 

through  the  head.     Barrington  with   the  su 

reached  the  ridge  on  the  Fouriesburg  side  of 

right  at  the  junction  of  the  spruit  and  river ;  t] 

a  bee-line,  almost  within  shouting  distance,  b 

them  would  mean  a  half  a  mile  scramble  upd 

and  to  wade  the  spruit  breast  hi^h.     Palmer  fl 

aervant  "  Mealiea"  (the  boy  who  had  riddec 

white  flag  on  McClosky's  account  on  Februarj 

message  to  Harrington  to  let  him  know  that 

a  tight  comer.    Palmer  saw  that  if  the  Boers  c 

to  our  right  we  should  be  cut  o£f.    The  Columi 

waa  having  great  difficulty  in  advancing  on 

the  bad  state  of  roadu  and  spruits,  and  the  gu 

far  behind.     To  have  ridden  away  on  our  h 

have  meant  that  we  should  all  have  beeai 


i 


waa  only  covei*  enough  for  a  foot  retreat, 
there  was  none  at  all.  I  could  see  that  it  w; 
honour  with  our  Lieutenant  to  get  us  safel 
scrape  into  which  we  had  fallen.  He  asked  J 
felt  equal  to  the  journey  to  the  supports,  to  wl 
cheerfully  said,  "  Of  course."  They  started 
to  the  river.  Palmer  asked,  "  Should  thej 
They  would  have  been  drowned  had  they  trie 
river  was  swift  as  well  as  deep.  It  was  the 
to  protection,  but  an  impossible  one.  Up 
of  the  river  they  went,  and  although  they 
doKou  times  under  hre  they  safely  reached  t 
and  Palmer  hastily  returned  to  us.    He  bad 
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a  plan,  he  was  very  eager.     "  Off-saddle,  boys,  quick!" 
be  ordered. 

At  reveille  I  did  not  know  if  we  were  to  return  to 
Fouhesburg  or  not,  and  I  had  not  dared  to  leave  any- 
thing behind  on  that  chance.  I  had  my  sodden  overcoat 
and  blankets  rolled  on  my  saddle.  I  had  found  it  work 
well,  as  a  general  rule,  never  to  leave  my  things  behind, 
as  one  never  knew  what  order  or  duty  would  prevent 
oDe*9  returning.  This  was  the  exception.  Palmer  now 
would  not  hear  of  my  leaving  anything  behind,  although 
I  assured  him  that  it  was  beyond  me  tu  carry  everything 
80  far.  The  horses  were  to  be  left,  linked  together,  on 
the  chance  that  by  and  by  these  positions  would  be  taken 
and  the  mounts  recovered.  With  rifle,  saddle,  wet  cloak 
and  blanket,  bandolier  and  nosebag,  I  had  quite  sixty 
pounds'  weight  to  carry,  all  in  loose  shape.  I  slang  my 
saddle  across  my  rifle  barrel  and  carried  it  hanging  against 
my  legs  in  front  of  me.  We  made  the  deep  bank  of  the 
river  before  the  enemy  became  aware  of  our  movement ; 
this  was  very  fortunate,  for  it  was  one  of  the  most 
exposed  points.  The  supports  were  keeping  up  a  lively 
fire,  trying  their  best  to  cover  us.  The  Boers  soon  found 
out  that  we  were  creeping  down  the  river,  and  at  every 
break  in  the  bank,  formed  by  little  water  ways,  the  bullets 
would  whistle  about  our  ears.  Never  did  anything  feel 
so  heavy  to  me  as  my  load  in  that  terrible  journey.  I 
begged  Palmer  to  let  me  leave  some  of  the  things,  for  I 
was  the  last  man,  and  I  was  keeping  him  behind,  for  he 
would  not  leave  me.  He  refused  with  extraordinary 
■pint;  he  would  save  everything,  and  the  horses  too,  by 
and  by  I  At  the  half  journey  he  took  my  saddle  for  a 
while  and  gave  me  Heenau's  rifle  to  carry  instead.  Ralh, 
Walker,  and  the  guide,  more  lightly  freighted,  had  made 
better  progress,  and  had  already  reached  the  spruit,  but 
had  not  crossed  it.  Palmer  and  I  struggled  on,  at  times 
falling  down  flat,  utterly  winded.  How  kind  he  was  I 
'twas  worth  going  through  this  to  learn  that  a  man  could 
be  so  zoindful  of  others  at  such  a  time.    **  Buck  up,  old 
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cfaApl  We*U  &OOD  get  there!'*  As  soon 
VMOTBted  enough  we  made  another  rush, 
mtQ  we  were  aJl  together  on  the  spruii  b 
rapports  within  thirty  yards  of  us.  And  t 
yuds  were  the  worst  one-&  Here  the 
capital  aeryice.  He  knew  the  spruit  and  t 
of  the  current  and  hoitom  ;  he  stepped 
stream  and  with  Rallfs  help  carried 
three  joomeys  the  saddlery  and  rifles. 
things  we  threw  over.  This  place  was  a  hi 
river  wall,  and  the  Boers  were  keeping  up  a 
of  bullets  where  they  knew  we  had  to  cross, 
splashing  and  hissing  in  this  junction  of 
We  stepped  down  into  the  stream  in  si 
my  first  sensation  was  that  I  was  glad  the 
warm,  but  bullets  began  to  buzz  and  to  i 
gave  us  something  more  interesting  than  tn 
to  think  about.  Walker  and  I  were  in  I 
together.  Palmer,  behind,  asked  Walker  to  tl 
that  bad  not  been  thrown  across.  Walker  I 
handed  it  forward  to  me,  and  at  the  same  s 
without  much  excitement,  "  I'm  hit,  but  it's  a 
nothing !  go  on,  go  on,  get  out  of  it !  "  We 
through  and  up  to  oar  comrades.  He  was  shot  i 
fore-ann»  a  neat  puncture  in  the  flesh.  I  waai 
ezhtfosted,  and  for  some  moments  found  i 
f«ocyT«ring  my  breath.  In  coming  through 
Palmer  had  his  shoulder-strap  cut  off  by  a 
ponotors  being  asoiotly  at  the  aeam  at  the  cc 
shonlder. 

Here  w«  lelt  the  a^ddlery  and  kit.  and.  ai 
afipMbemioD,  two  or  thre«  rifles.  When  HI 
w«i  wiUi  Um  o&dentanidiBg  that  m  w«n  to) 
few  moMlea  as  w>nfwr.amMrta  caoM  up.  H 
W19  dowa  the  bank  of  tbe  ti^rec  and  joiiMi 
rtinh  ««i  vi4ar  tha  «iMnBaM| 
VMHV  %  iwfiaoB  aba  VvaiHalfllR 
Mai    Tli»B(Mn.«««<wtlNkMte«f  •«« 
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rerlookiog  the  Mill,  at  long  range,  and  from  thiB,  at 
intervals,  we  were  fired  upon.  Palmer  got  a  horse  from 
one  of  his  troop  and  ordered  all  dismounted  men  and  the 
wounded  to  return  to  Fouriesburg  at  once.  On  parting 
he  said  he  would  bring  back  everything.  Heenan  and 
Walker  were  given  horses,  so  that  there  were  six  of  ub  to 
go  into  Fouriefiburg.  I  walked  in  by  the  side  of  Walker. 
who  again  assured  me  that  his  wound  was  a  trifle,  though 
the  bullet  had  gone  through  his  arm.  We  walked  through 
the  advancing  troops  and  Artillery,  and  made  our  way  in 
the  course  of  an  hour  or  so  into  Fouriesburg.  I  went 
with  Walker  to  the  doctor  to  see  his  wound  dressed.  Dr. 
House  said  that  both  Heenan's  and  Walker's  wounds 
were  *'  nice  clean  flesh  wounds  "  that  would  not  give 
them  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

In  the  light  of  what  subsequently  took  place  we  were 
much  puzzled  as  to  why  we  were  not  molested  on  our 
way  back,  for  from  the  heights,  on  the  return  of  the 
troops,  a  heavy  fire  was  maintained  by  the  enemy  till 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  town. 

After  we  had  left  the  field  the  mounted  men  and 
Infantry  occupied  the  ridges  near  the  Mill,  but  as  the 
Artillery  could  not  safely  advance  over  a  difficult  drift,  it 
was  decided  to  destroy  the  Mill  by  shelling,  rather  than 
risk  the  chance  of  ambush  for  the  troops  from  beyond. 
Twenty-five  shells  were  fired  into  the  building,  completely 
deslroymg  it.  When  this  was  related  to  me  I  was  quite 
sore  that  the  Mill  itself  had  not  been  destroyed,  but  only 
the  store  room,  and  perhaps  the  miller's  residence.  I 
remembered  noticing,  when  I  was  there  in  July,  that  the 
Mill  itself  lay  down  quite  out  of  sight  in  the  deep  hollow 
OMT  the  drift.  It  was  afterwarda  known  that  the  Mill 
was  •con  being  worked  again  by  the  Boers. 

Lb  retiring,  after  this  work  was  done,  the  httle  force 
had  a  warm  two  hours  They  were  fired  at  from  every 
point  the  great  cliffs  afforded.  A  Sergeant  of  the 
East  Kenta  was  shot  through  the  wrist  and  liver. 
An  Artilleryman  was  shot  through  the  leg.  and  our  cheery 
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fhend«  the  Corporal  Range-finder  of  the  79lh, 
wound  in  the  arm.  R.  V.  Wilshin  of  oars  fu 
neatly  pat  throogh  his  tonic  pocket — a  glazei 
enrelope  had  saved  him  from  being  badly  ^ 
Agnew*8  hon^e  was  woanded,  and,  begide&,  mi 
Moapes  were  related.  M 

ThoM  of  us  who  had  been  caught  oat  oi 
learnt  that  our  comrades  had  fally  realised  g 
poftition.  Not  only  our  supports  under  BaB 
kept  up  a  constant  6re.  but  the  left  scouts  hf 
a  good  position  to  check  the  ardour  of  the 
us  ;  these  were  Phillips,  Meikle.  and 
Edmondston. 

Palmer  and  his  men  brought  back  all  oi 
and  saddler}',  and  the  rifles,  but  the  latter 
that  followed  were  brought  to  the  wrong 
mediately  reported  the  loss,  and  was  exon^ 
officers^  and  another  rifle  was  given  me,  bi 
my  own  which  I  had  carried  so  long, 
soldier,  was  a  real  grief  to  me. 

'When  the  force  had  all  returned  we 

hour  in  which  to  get  a  rest  and  something 

was  one  good  reason  why  the  force  should 

Ficksburg  as  soon  as  possible — the  Artillei! 

pom  ammunition   bad   become  almost  exhi 

niai'ched  promptly,  and  went  down  and  throu 

tiful  gorge  called  Bester's  Vlei,  where  one 

Harpe  brothers'  farms  is  situated,  with  its 

and  its  willows  and  its  reedy  growth.     Aa) 

through  this  caiion  the  setting  sun  shone' 

and  lighted  up  the  water  and  rocks  with  qd 

esque  effect.    Thirty-fourth  occupied  the  trer 

to  the  right,  and  had  a  terrible  climb  to  the 

the  enemy  was  nowhere.     It  was  said  that  t 

on  to  occupy  Commando  Nek,  under  the  im 

we  should  return  by  that  route,  but  we  nos( 

were  to  step  over  the  border  into  Basutol&lj 


the  Caledon  down  to  Ficksburg.    Long  afl 
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ame   to   the   Brindisi    Crossing,   and  camped  under  a 
:lohou5  starlit  sky  hard  by  the  Middleton  Mills. 

Orders  were  issaed  to  make  a  start  at  5.30,  and  the  F«bruAryu. 
.Y.  saddled  and  went  out  to  occupy  the  ridges  in  rear,  4-»«.nj. 
n  order  to  cover  the  Column's  progress  over  the  drift. 
Ve  stayed  out  an  hour  or  two,  when  word  was  brought 
ts  that  the  river  was  much  too  high  to  cross  in  safety. 
[lie  men  were  very  pleased  over  it,  for  there  were  fine 
►rchards  here,  vrith  tons  of  ripe  peaches  and  other  fruit, 
knd  chicken  to  be  bought,  and  we  had  bought  bread  at 
^ouriesburg.  We  had  not  lived  in  clover  for  the  past 
ew  days,  and  a  rest  was  welcomed. 

The  Boers  soon  discovered  our  plans,  and  they  came 
bwn  from  Bester's  Vlei  and  fired  at  our  butchers  at 
irork  and  the  horses  at  water,  and  gave  them  a  lively 
ive  minutes,  but  no  damage  was  done.  Word  waa 
ieIio*d  to  Ficksburg  to  say  that  we  were  delayed. 

I  was  grazing  guard  all  the  afternoon.  The  Boers 
miped  a  short  while  and  the  Artillery  replied.  In  the 
light  34tb  furnished  a  mounted  picket. 

In  the  evening  Heenan,  Walker,  and  I  had  a  little 
neonion  over  hot  coffee,  and  talked  over  our  yesterday's 
apecience. 

Marching  orders  at  five.  Thirty-fourth  and  35th  again  gJ^JSiJ^^^ 
>ocQpied  the  ridges  to  the  east,  and  other  mounted  men 
»tood  at  the  west  side.  The  Boers  sniped  at  intervals 
md  oar  men  replied.  A  35th  Cossack  post  under  Cnx)k 
uid  a  particularly  warm  time,  but  casualties  were  con- 
med  to  the  horses.  The  passing  of  the  drift  by  the 
^olmnn  was  a  long  operation.  It  was  after  eleven 
>'olock  when  34th  and  85th  retired  and  crossed  over. 
rhB  water  was  saddle  high,  the  drift  not  an  easy  one, 
knd  the  steep  approaches  slippery,  and  several  hones 
Ul.  Hundreds  of  natives  lined  the  road,  and  greeted 
B  with  childlike  exclamations.  For  a  while  our  ways 
isd  fallen  in  a  land  where  "  all  the  paths  were  peace.** 

The  fields  ^'ere  rich  and  shoulder  high  with  ripening 
iA    mealies,    niillet,   and    other    grain.     Without 


fitbg^m 
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snticipstion   a   sense   of    quiet    and    Hacurity 
OS,  and  a  clearer  interpretation  of  the  metapl 
maotle  of  Peace/'  was  made  known  to  us. 
contrast,  an  object-leBSon  that  for  the  momt 
not  be  denied  to  the  intelligence. 

We    marched    in    columns   of    four — no    gt 
scouting  to  do,  a  complete  break  in  our  rou 
mftrcbed  in  and  out  tortuous  defiles,  under  g 
and   within    sight    of    mountain    ranges       A 
o'clock  we  met  Chief  Jonathan,  attended  by  f 
Magistrate.     Our  CO.  gave  him   welcome. 
halt  was  called.     The  Chief  was  a  heavy *set.  I 
neatly  dressed  in  a  dark  blue  uniform  with  a  1 
a    khaki    helmet,   and    leggings.     He    was   ( 
inspecting  the  guns  of  the  Artillery,  and  the 
particularly   took   his   fancy.     He  must  fire 
It  waa  turned   towards  a  perpendicular  clilF 
more  away,  and  after  a  little  instruction  he  1 
at  a  great  dark  spot  on  the  face  of  the  cliff, 
kicked  under   his    hand    more    than    he    hw 
but  that  made  him  all  the  more  anxious  tc 
upon  further  instruction.     Wlien  bis  shells  fa 
slabs  from  the  cUfif  he  was  much  delighted  and 
We  arriTed  at  Tblotse,  one  of  the  principal  Bai 
at  5  pjn.  and  camped.     I  was  night  guard. 

We  rode  out  of  Thlotse  at  530.  The  w 
populsikm  Momed  to  line  the  road,  mnoh 
had  been  ohildren  and  we  a  circus  ptoecBB 
greetings,  a  lifting  of  the  hand  and  arm  an 
mftlioa.  '*  Aie !  "  waa  ample  and  pleaaant.  1 
for  sale  fruit,  egga,  and  nalHe  anna,  tha  awing 
Not  far  from  the  lowB  we  forded  aaother  li 
The  O^R.C.  territory  was  always  on  our  rigl 
Ibo  Catoapn.  At  Thlotae  a  tataoA  Codvot  1: 
for  the  CoftomM  had  faeooBA  mgf  ihoft  of 
We  pMted  Ihrooeh  maay  miAtm 
«ad  %  •  Inr  terns.     We  fol  »»  the 

KMbtts  ^  DOM.    Wa  Iowa  ^ 
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higli — to  the  neck  of  most  of  oor  horses.    We  got 
38  very  slowly  and  just  short  of  swimming.    There 

no  news,  no  mail,  and  little  to  do  hut  settle  down 
tie  old  camp. 

tie  Provost-Sergeant  was  vindictiYe.  He  came  to  me 
he  middle  of  my  tea  and  ordered  me  for  a  camp- 
ling fatigue.  He  seemed  regretful  that  I  had  been 
»led  to  spend  a  week  of  my  iesk  days'  "  C.G. "  outside 
is  sphere — ^in  the  firing-line. 


1 


A  QUIET  day.  Guards  and  regular  dutii 
■^  gram  was  read  to  us  to  the  effect  that 
Boon  be  relieved,  that  the  new  drafts  were  oi 
that  the  constitution  of  the  Companies  and 
would  remain  the  same,  that  those  who  «j 
so  might  remain.  ^ 

Usual  duties.     My  boy  Jacob  longed  for  '. 
and  he  decided  to  leave  me  **  for  a  month." 
me  a  new  boy  to  take  his  place.    Jacob  had 
very  faithfully,  and  I  was  sorry  to  lose  bin 
me   that   he   did   not   have    an   easy   timi 
absence. 

My  punishment  ended  at  sunset  to-dayj 
stroke  the  Provost-Sergeant  pursued  me,  I 
to  think  with  the  hope  that   I   might  give 
excuse  for  obtaining  a  renewal  of  my  punisl 

I  did  some  writing  for  Palmer.  I  got  th< 
pass  for  Jacob  to  go  over  the  Caledon. 

The  sad  news  reached  us  of  poor  young  Bloi 
at  Mooi  River  Hospital,  of  enteric.  We  ha 
goodbye  at  Eland's  River  Bridge  on  Januax} 

I  was  sent  on  duty  to  the  town.  At  Mitch* 
in  an  inner  store-room,  I  ran  against  a  cofl 
to  the  attendant,  *'  I  didn't  know  you  sold  col 
said,  "That  is  for  poor  Mosely."  I  said, 
Mosely?"  He  replied,  "  He  was  an  Englisl 
was  shot  by  the  Boers,  who  said  that  he  had 
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ation  to  the  British.  It  was  certain  that  he 
If  had  not  done  so ;  what  hia  brother,  who  fled, 
baay  have  divulged  is  another  matter.  It  was  hard  that 
man  should  be  shot  for  what  his  brother  may  have 
lone."  He  then  told  me  further  that  Mosely  had  been 
en  early  one  morning  from  the  Ficksburg  gaol  by 
band  of  Boers  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  shot 
lown  without  any  warning  whatever,  that  he  was  buried 
>y  the  wayside.  When  an  opportunity  offered  it  was  the 
ntention  of  the  EngUsh  residents  to  re-inter  the  body  in 
be  cemetery. 

The  men  now  remaining  of  the  firing-line  of  the 
Company  assembled  under  Palmer  and  Baixington  by 
e  park  fence  to  have  their  photograph  taken.  Twenty- 
hree  men  and  our  two  officers  attended.  Three  men 
re  absent.  Burrows  and  Phillips,  who  were  too  ill  to 
,  and  Nigel  Walker,  who  was  absent.  The  frontis- 
of  this  volume  is  taken  from  this  photograph. 
The  usual  camp  duties,  for  the  rest  a  quiet  day. 
There  was  a  funeral  in  the  afternoon  of  a  Stafford 
nfantr)'man.  We  could  hear  the  music  of  the  march 
camp. 

To-day  was  the  anniversary  of  our  embarkation  9.t 
Liverpool  for  South  Africa. 
A  hot,  cloudy,  disagreeable  day.  The  ffies  are  so 
sunerous  as  to  constitute  a  plague.  Of  one  thing  I 
nred — they  are  a  means  of  spreading  disease, 
the  latrines,  where  they  swarm,  to  our  tents, 
iiere  they  shelter  themselves  in  thousands,  is  a  short 
mmey.  They  infest  our  rations  of  meat  and  jam,  and 
lU  in  our  dixies  of  coffee  and  tea.  The  connection 
nd  conclusion  are  inevitable. 

I  climbed  the  Iraperani  Berg  or  Mountain  at  the  back 
our  camp.     In  the  higher  nooks  and  levels  I  found 
y    pretty   ferns    and    other    interesting    forms   of 
on.     At  the   foot    of    the    berg    and    near    oar 
is   a  pretty  plantation  of  various  species  of  fir- 
willows,  gums,  poplars,  and  wattles. 


ltaicb& 
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Th«  ni^ht  was  a  ver>'  wet  and  atoctai 
an  order  for  ail  luotmted   men  to 
o'clock,  and  we  were  all  ready  at  that 
was  countermanded  by  one  of  "no  paradt 
dne  probably  to  the  very  threatening  state 

A  year  ago  to-day  we  sailed  down  the 
much  has  happened  sinee  then!     How 
laid  away! 

I  cleaned  the  lines  with  Booghton  this 

I  was  warned  fur  quarter  guard  last  ni( 
morning  at  10  a.m.  mounted  guard  with 
under  a  corporal  of  the  53rd.  It  was  a 
hour  ^ard.  two  on.  four  off.  The  sentry  o 
to  march  up  and  down  before  the  guard 
bayonet  fixed — to  "  look  after  all  Govemme 
within  sight/'  to  turn  out  the  guard  for  | 
to  salute  passing  officers,  and  to  challenge 
entering  camp  after  "  lights  out/'  and  to  log 
prisoners  in  the  guard  tent.  | 

There  was  a  "round  up"  in  force  to-^ 
fourth  and  35th  with  a  gun  went  out  on  the 
to  Mitchell's  Mill,  and  the  Kents  and  M.M.I, 
and  pom-pom  went  north  towards  Willow  ( 
both  parties  scouting  in  the  westerly  direct 
Imperani,  met,  having  picked  up  cattle  and  s 
way,  and  all  returned  on  the  south  road. 
encountered  the  enemy  at  long  ranges.  Bein 
I  did  not  go  out. 

New  guard  relieved  ours  at  10  aju.  Tl 
Sergeant  put  a  man  in  the  guard  tent  lasi 
drunkenne-ss ;  he  certainly  was  not  drunk,  i 
witness.  Four  of  the  86th  West  Kents  were 
days  C.C.  for  calling,  "Stand  by  your  kits!' 
Provost-Sergeaul  was  observed  in  their  lines, 
was  not  liked. 

The  flies  are  a  terrible  pest.     The  nights 
colder,  and  at  simset  the  flies  take  refuge  in  th 
bivouac  tops. 
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"There  were  some  races  on  the  veldt,  at  the  nortl 
of  town.  I  wrote  letters  for  home.  An  off  day. 
were  paid  our  first  "  Colonial  Pay  "  to-day. 

The  53rd  Company  removed  to  garrison  the  Mitchell's  ^Jg.*- 
Mill  pass.     They  took  seven  days'  rations.     The  M.M.I.  uD*ja. 
were  sent  to  Ladybrand.     This  cut  our  camp  down  one- 
half.     A  heavy  mail  came  up;  I  got  eleven  letters. 

Again  34th  is  bereaved.  To-day  we  got  the  sad  news 
of  the  deaths  at  Winburg  of  Blyth  and  J.  Howard, 
the  yonnger,  Mcllwraith,  of  enteric.  Both  brothers 
Mcil  wraith! 

News  also  came  of  several  CommissionB.  Agnew  for 
one.  Hall  of  the  Gun  Section  for  another,  Crook  also  of 
the  3dth,  and  others. 

The  Battalion  was  reorganised,  so  that  the  53rd  and 
flSnd  Companies  were  admitted  to  the  11th  Battahon  LY. 

We  received  orders  to  move  camp  at  half -past  ten, 
and  we  pitched  east  of  town,  quite  close  to  the  Caledon 
Croasiiig.  It  rained  heavily  ahnost  the  whole  time  of 
our  transit,  so  that  everything  became  wet  and  disagree- 
able. At  DOOD  a  general  fatigue  was  ordered,  and  we 
marched  back  to  the  old  camp  and  raked  it  and  scraped 
it  and  picked  up  all  rubbish  and  dirt  and  bric-d-brac  that 
cumbered  the  ground  and  filled  in  all  refuse  pits  and 
latrines — about  three  hours'  hard  work. 

Late  orders  come  for  us  to  be  prepared  to  move  early 
in  the  morning. 


Marabe. 
B«v«UU 
6  ao  a.iQ. 


MiLrcb& 
3.90  ajiL 


BASOTj 

\  T  break  of  day  the  waggons  passed  over  tE« 
■^^  Basutoland  and  took  a  soutb-west  road 
foarth,  35th,  36th,  with  a  pom-pom  and  Max 
Colonels  Harley  and  Fimian,  followed.  We 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  and  halted  for 
weather  prevented  farther  progress  and 
pitched.  The  natives  offered  to  us,  for  sail 
assegais  and  other  arms,  and  we  were  in  a 
dying  the  death  of  King  John,  of  a  surfeit  of 
the  yellow  peach,  common  to  the  country. 

Greorge  Walker  returned  to  the  lines.  He  si 
tired  of  hospital,  but  his  arm  was  still  too  stif 
him  to  carry  a  rifle. 

We  moved  off  from  camp  about  5.30.  It 
torrents.  At  9  a.m.  we  reached  a  river  that  pri 
too  high  to  cross.  We  put  up  the  tents  and  the  n 
A  Battalion  fatigue  party  was  ordered  and  marc 
drift  with  spades  and  shovels.  We  widened  ar 
the  drift  road  to  the  water's  edge.  Colonel  E 
Staff  came  down  and  made  an  examination 
instructions  to  Lieutenant  Hall.  Orders  wl 
issued  for  marching  were  countermanded  on  a 
the  rain  recommencing  in  a  torrent. 

A  Basuto  warrior  came  into  the  lines  and  g£ 
exhibition   war  dance.      He    stalked    and   kill 
imaginary  foes.     It  was  quite  interesting,  for 
was  no  mere  actor  but  took  himself  dreadfully  ii 
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and  he  was  of  fine  physique.  There  was  a  half  ratioa  of 
mm  issued.  I  was  on  night  guard ;  my  relief  fell  from 
1.30  to  4.30  a.m. 

We  stood  to  onr  horses  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  iunita9. 

oming    until    word    came    from    the    drift    that 

ansport  had  managed  to  cross.  The  water  was  high* 
and  it  was  a  swift  and  dangerous  ford.  The  mounted 
men  rode  on  straight  across  country  to  Teyatenening,  a 
small  Basuto  town.  At  the  Post  Office  was  a  telegram 
saying  that  a  rumour  gave  it  that  Botha  and  4.000  Boers 
had  surrendered.  We  suspected  it  might  he  about  as 
true  as  many  others  that  we  had  seen  for  the  past  month 
or  so.  We  halted  here  for  three  hours  at  midday  and 
several  large  sacks  of  peaches  were  sent  down  to  the 
hnes  for  the  troops.  I  could  not  learn  the  name  of  the 
generous  donor.  It  was  said  that  it  was  a  gift  from  the 
Commissioner  to  Colonel  Harley,  but  the  truth  could  not 
be  learned.  It  was  a  present  of  a  very  welcome  kind. 
We  marched  six  miles  further  along  by  the  Caledon 
banks  and  camped  by  a  kraal  on  good  flat  ground  by  a 
high  kopje.  The  waggons  were  very  late  in  arriving,  and 
it  was  nearly  ten  o'clock  before  we  had  had  tea  and 
pitched  our  tents  and  bivouacs. 

At  daylight  we  started  on  the  Ladybrand  or  Maseru  March  ta 
Road.  Agnew  was  very  ill  of  dysentery  and  rode  in  t9o*m 
a  hospital  ambulance.  We  made  good  progress  for  eight 
miles,  when  for  the  sake  of  the  transport  stock  we  halted 
for  a  few  hours — 10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  On  the  right  over 
the  Caledon  in  the  distance  we  caught  sight  of  Lady- 
brand  at  the  foot  of  a  great  berg  or  range.  The  Basuto 
habits,  dwellings,  greetings,  kraals,  crops  and  6elds  were 
all  very  interesting  to  us.  Large  tracts  of  millet  or 
"  kaffir  com  "  are  now  ripening,  and  give  the  country 
m  air  of  fertility  and  prosperity  that  is  delightful  after 
witnessing  so  much  of  the  devastation  of  warfare. 

We  continued  our  march  to  within  two  miles  of 
Ifasern,  then  the  skies  broke  upon  us  again.  Everything 
I  had  was  sodden  and  1  was  starving.    1  got  permission 
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to  enter  Mfwern,  and  with  Kelsej  and  a  few  o' 
good  aqoare  meal  at  Hterley'g  Boarding  HouBe. 
shop  I  bought  dry  blankets  for  the  night,  and  vi 
pozchmBes  packed  them  in  a  sock  to  keep  them 
we  shonld  reach  camp.     The  night  was  so  darl 
road  was  visible  and  we  had  to  return  to  Sterle 
a  lantern.     Some  of  the  returning  party  electe* 
in  darkness  and  they  wandered  around,  lost,  1 
night.     Sterley  bad  no  lantern,  but  he  lent 
colander  and  m  that  we  stuck  a  candle,  and  i 
we  had  reached  the  lines.     I  was  wet  to  the  i 
stripped,  rolled  myself  in  my  new  dry  blanket! 
wet  ones  over  them,  and  was  soon  hot  and 

We  marched  through  Maseru  tonii  to 
Drift  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond.  A  ferry  bo 
attachments  was  plying  there.  The  river 
and  swift.  It  took  some  hours  to  get  the  trai 
the  ferry,  and  most  of  the  men  got  permissi 
back  to  town  to  get  a  good  breakfast  at  Sf 
bought  a  cheap  watch  for  night  guard  time-k( 
an  overcoat. 

Then  we  returned  to  the  drift  for  an  ki 
English  settlers,  Messrs.  Charles  Dickens  and 
brought  us  a  handsome  present  of  fruit  and 
half-past  one  34th  was  ordered  to  cross  ovex 
the  picket  on  the  kopje  above  the  drift.  Hi 
kopje  top,  we  found  a  few  sheep,  and  Marriotl 
Boon  had  for  us  extra  rations  of  good,  fresh  ma 
whole  force  bad  crossed  only  by  dark,  and 
pitched  opposite  Maseru  on  the  west  side  of  d 
was  a  wet  and  dreary  night.  Agnew,  He 
Fowler  were  left  at  Maseni  in  hospital. 

We  rose  in  a  slow,  persistent  drizzle  wbicl 
increased  to  a  steady  rain  which  lasted  all 
day's  was  about  the  worHt  experience  of  such  ' 
had  on  the  campaign.  What  it  would  have  1 
without  my  new  cloak  I  can  only  imagine,  b 
really  kept  out  the  incessant  soak.     The  hor 
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ong  in  muddy  water,  often  to  their  knees.  The  wet 
trickled  down  one's  back  and  into  one's  boots,  and  so  we 
cplaahed,  splashed  for  hours  on  our  march  towards 
Commissie  Poort.  We  arrived  there  far  ahead  of  the 
waggons,  which  were  in  sad  trouble  that  day.  We  had  to 
vtand  by  our  horses,  on  a  hillside,  in  the  cold  wind-driven 
tain,  for  a  couple  of  hours,  waiting  for  them  ;  the  oxen  of 
lihoae  arriving  were  sent  back  to  help  the  less  fortunate, 
y-fourth  had  to  furnish  a  night  picket,  wet  as  we 
I  was  on  night  stable  gaard.  Tell  it  not  in  Gath! 
.he  middle  of  the  night  two  ministering  angels  with 

stars  on   their  (not  their  foreheads  where  angels 

Are  said  usually  to  wear  them)  came  around  with  bottles 
ni  whiskey,  and  said,  "  Drink  hearty :  it  is  a  good 
ption,  and  you  need  it  now  if  you  ever  did.  This 
st  regulations.  Say  nought !  "  And  we  put  it 
these  angels  straight  —  *' Was  it  not,  also,  against 
Heaven's  regulations  to  rain  as  it  did  this  day? 

There  was  a  rifle  mspection — a  very  timely  one.  We  lUrchu. 
were  allowed  to  dry  our  sodden  kit  until  eleven  o'clock.  5»».iu. 
The  rain  had  ceased,  but  until  ten  o'clock  there  was  a 
curious  damp  haze  over  all  the  land.  Palmer  and 
Barrington  again  divided  among  the  men  a  quantity 
ot  chocolate  and  tobacco  that  had  come  through  the  mail. 
We  trekked  at  one  o'clock  sharp.  Thirty-fourth  was 
left  advance  guard.  The  ground  was  so  boggy  in  places 
that  we  had  to  make  detours.  We  were  now  following 
the  line  of  picketn  that  ran  from  Bloemfontcin  through 
Ihaba  N'chu  to  the  Caledon.  They  were  little  bands  of 
Infantry  placed  on  kopje  tops,  every  half  mile  or  so ;  they 
bad  constructed  sangars.  trenches,  entanglements,  and 
fihelters  for  themselves.  We  felt  that  it  must  be  a  lonely 
bit.  After  a  march  of  about  five  miles  we  arrived  at 
ingham's  Store,  which  is  on  the  Leeuw  River  at  the 
of  the  little  mountain  of  Thaba  Patschoa  on  the 
aba  N'chu  Road.  We  camped  near  the  M.M.I,  and 
who  had  preceded  us  from  Ficksburg.  The  store 
a  supply  of  grooeriee. 
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We  moved  the  site  of  camp  to  »  point  a  hi 
south.  Thirty-fifth  Company  wm  ordered  toj 
Thshft  N'cho.  We  leamt  that  :^tb  would  f 
for  picket  and  outpost  duty. 

1  waa  grazing  guard  for  cux  hours,  elevea 
at  the  cloae  waa  warned  for  picket  duty. 

Under  Corporal  Ralli  two  of  us  were  on 
extra  camp  latrineA.  A  screen  had  to  be 
sewod  the  pieces  of  sackmg  together. 
occupied  us  all  the  morning. 

Two  Boers  endoaTounng  to  cross  the  pic 
night  were  wounded  and  captured. 

Available  men  were  so  few  in  34th  hnes  tl 
on  them  were  very  arduous  at  this  period. 

The  neighbourhood  seemed  to  be  subject 
curious  rainstorms. 

Dr.  House,  accouipanied  by  ten  men  (se 
attached  men  and  Lee,  Baker,  and  Marriott) 
Thaba  N'cbu  to  obtain  medical  supplies  for  thi 

In  the  morning  I  was  line  cleaner  with  Bq 
Kelsey. 

Three  DriscoU's  Scouts  had  joined  us,  £r 
land,  at  Ficksburg,  just  as  we  started  on  o 
here.  One  was  a  German  named  Sartori| 
American  named  Long  from  Detroit,  the  j 
Broughton,  an  Englishman.  Sartorius  was^ 
Major  in  his  Company.  They  had  been  6 
Boers  near  Winburg,  and  put  over  the  Basutol 
In  the  little  fight  at  the  farm,  when  the^ 
surrounded,  a  fourth  man  named  Welt.  oneoM 
Rough  Riders,  and  who  had  fought  at  T( 
badly  wounded. 

A  wood  fatigue  under  Edmondston  wenl 
morning. 

I  was  one  of  the  night  picket. 

Our  picket  guard   ended  at  5.30  a.m. 
wet  night,  with  thunder  and  hghtning.     The  ^ 
remained  squally  and  stormy.  '  \ 
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'aimer  left  us  to-day,  much  to  our  sorrow.  He  and  all 
us  were  much  affected  when  he  said  goodbye.  He 
had  led  u&  gallantly.  He  had  l>een  given  a  commission 
ID  the  pohce,  and  he  went  to  Thaba  N'chu  to  his  new 
duty. 

The  ten  men  bad  not  returned,  which  made  our  camp 
daties  heavy.  I  was  on  the  twenty-four  hour  outpost  on 
the  north  hill,  5.80  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

The  three  Driscoll  Scouts  left  us  for  Thaba  N'chu. 

George  Walker  and  Meikle,  both  suffering  from 
|teumatism.  went  into  hospital. 

BThe  troops  were  ordered  to   stand  by  their  arms  and  ^JJJSJ* 
Blir  saddled  horses  from  reveille  until  ncBurly  nine  o'clock,  **»jn- 
and   the  southern  pickets   were  all   doubled,  as   it  was 
anticipated  that  a  rush  would  be  made  on  our  line  by 
Boers  in  the  front  of  some  drive  that  appeared  to  be  in 
progress. 

Our  picket  guard  consisted  of  Edmondston,  lioberts, 
Kelaey,  Boughton,  NigeJ  Walker.  Bradley,  the  two 
Wilshins,  myself,  and  five  attached  men.  We  had  httle 
to  do  except  our  respective  watches.  We  had  two 
entrenched  posts,  200  yards  apart,  to  guard  and  patrol, 
two  sentries  to  each  post.  Kelsey  and  I  were  on  the 
eastern  post.  We  were  relieved  at  6  p.m.  by  a  similar 
picket  from  the  36th  West  Kent  Company. 

With  three  others  I  was  Ime  cleaiier.  M^nh  is 

Some  of  the  officers  played  single- wicket  cricket  below  uo^^ 
the  camp.    Others   practised   assegai  throwmg,  quite  a 
fMcinating  amusement.     Barrington^s  record  of  forty-six 
pttcee    could    not    be    broken,   except     by    the    native 
throwers. 

A  Convoy  came  through  to-day,  and  a  Company  of 
Moanted  Infantry  came  in. 

A  mail  came  in  ttom  Bloemfontein.    Roberts  and  some  Manhn 
of  oar  men  took  6ve  surrendered  Boers  and  prisoners  on  exTi 
lo  the  post   of  the  35th   Company.     They  returned  at 
1  p.m.,  and  at  that  moment  a  terrific  storm  of  wind  and 
xain  swept  down  from  Thaba  Patschoa  and  almost  washed 
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oni  the  tents.  This  storm  lasted  for  two  hom 
camp  at  the  finish  wan  Rimply  a  hog.  I  had  soi 
with  my  bivouac  because  the  ground  becaj 
that  it  would  not  hold  pegs.  Those  in  ten4 
worse  off. 

Two  brigades  were  camped  in  the  neighl 
day — one,  it  was  said,  under  Qeneral  Bru( 
and  the  other  tinder  Colonel  Hickman.     It 
that  most  of  the  Boers  had  *'  broken  back.* 

AU  the  mounted  troops  again  were  ordei 
with  cloaks,  and  stand  by.    At  7.15  we  wei 
off-saddle.  N 

The  two  Brigades  or  Divisions  went  on  thel 
did  not  know  their  destination. 

The  following  order,  which  came  by  mait 
the  sending  home  of  the  Imperial  Yeomaoi 


out  to  us  : — 


Impsbial  Tsol 


Strong  drafta  are  arriving  from  England.  As  the  dt 
Squadrons  urgent  cases  wilJ  be  allowed  to  go  hom 
Bquadrons  are  reported  etiicient,  all  the  original  contizi( 
to  do  so  will  be  allowed  to  go.  In  this  way  the  old  < 
probably  all  be  on  their  wa^  to  England  before  the  en4 
By  Order 

(Siffned)        W,  Knioht.  Mi 


Johannesburg. 


Geo.  A.  Walker  went  to  Bloemfontein  I 
account  of  sciatica.  * 

On  account  of  Hickman's  Column  having 
the  north  side,  the  regular  picket  was  not  poi 
the  Colimnn's  departure  Edmondston  took  I 
there  to  conclude  the  day's  guard.  It  t 
heavily  in  the  afternoon,  and  one  of  the  atl 
got  toothache  so  violently  that  one  of  i 
guard. 

The  roll-call  at  this  date  was  as  foUows: — 
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BmtaEunt  BAniagton, 

Hicks 

Wilshiii,  T.  J. 

KelBcy 

WilBhin,  E.  V. 

BmrowB 

Lee.T. 

"Weisberg 

Bradley 

Meikle 

Boaghton 

Marriott 

Baker 

Paparritor 

Gun  Sbctiom. 

Cowmo 

BaIU 

Lieutenant  Hall 

Comer 

Roberts 

Campbell 

Edznonsion 

Kio  hards 

Canny 

EawnrdB 

Weedon 

Stephen 

Hunt 

Walknr.  N. 

Smart 

Of  these  there  were  only  nine  privates  subject  to  the 
oatial  guards  and  fatigues. 

The  rain  that  had  caught  us  on  guard  did  not  stop  BCanbsa. 
until  far  into  the  night.  We  had  returned  after  sunset 
to  find  that  camp  had  been  removed  to  higher  and  stonier 
ground.  On  the  site  of  the  old  camp  the  only  object  to 
be  seen  was  my  little  bivouac  in  a  sloppy  waste  of  water 
— almost  a  lake.  I  was  thankful  my  comrades  had  left  it 
standing,  for  what  would  have  happened  to  my  blankets 
and  things  in  that  deluge,  Heaven  only  knows.  I  and  my 
Kaffir  boy  went  down  to  find  it  occupied  by  thousands  of 
fliea  and  several  field  rats  that  had  made  it  a  sort  of  ark. 
A  little  banked-up  trench  saved  my  "  hutch"  floor  from 
being  under  water.  I  drove  out  the  intruders  and 
arranged  for  my  lonely  bivouac  for  the  night,  for  in  a  few 
minutes  it  was  dark.  My  faithful  Kaffir  came,  after  a 
while»  subdued,  wide-eyed  and  mysterious,  an^  called, 
•*  Suh  !  come,  cofl'ee  ! "  I  followed  him  to  a  knoll  of  the 
higher  ground,  where  he  had  a  little  fire  kindled  under  an 
old  lunbrella,  and  on  it  was  a  small  billy  of  simmering 
ooffBe.  Of  what  quality  the  coffee  really  was  I  cannot 
say,  but  that  night  it  tasted  to  me  like  nectar.  I  vowed 
to  myself  to  reward  the  lad's  patience.  Ho  had  a  little 
sack  of  fairly  dry  ox  chips  hidden  in  an  old  biscuit  tin. 
I  felt  hkc  a  lake  dweller  of  primeval  days  as  I  turned  in 
and  slept  after  the  day's  miseries.  In  the  morning  a 
facetious  comrade  asked  me  if  I  thought  myself  "  a 
blooming  water-lily."     Very  early  I    took   my  sodden 
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The  latter  half  of  the  day  proved  to  be 

change — and  every  one  was  busy  drying 
the    evening    Home    leap-frog     and    high-ji 
iodolged  in,  by  which,  nnder  reaction  an( 
were  as  amused  as  a  pock  of  children. 

Morning  broke  very  fine  and  cloodleBB. 
been  a  heavy  dew.  Wild  flowers  were  sti 
The  wild  thyme  was  in  blossom,  a  bluiBh  vi 
There  wae  now  in  bloom  a  very  dehcate  ai 
species  of  shamrock,  with  a  very  exquisite  litl 
a  lilac  colour.  Crows  were  plentiful  here;  t 
to  frequent  the  rocks  about  Thaba  Patschoa^ 
booring  cliffs.  The  mealies  were  bearing  a  pi 
of  young  ears,  and  those  we  roasted  and  found 
addition  to  our  rations. 

With  Marriott  I  cleaned  the  stable  lines, 
heavy  job  on  account  of  the  wet  condition  of) 

In  the  afternoon  I  went  down  to  the  Leeu' 
got  a  wash,  the  first  opportunity  that  had  ofSt 

I  returned  to  camp  and  packed  up  fevorythj 
trekking,  for  I  was  warned  for  the  night  pickl 
said  that  we  should  certainly  march  from  hej 

Under  Corporal  Kalli  six  of  us  fell  in  fat 
The  rest  were  Boughton,  Baker,  Marriot 
attached   men.      I  was  again  on  guard  wit| 

My  boy  brought  out  my  breakfast  froni 
Boughton  and  I  welcomed  it,  for  we  were  0 
eight  relief  and  were  famished  in  the  keen  ni< 

We  could  observe  all  the  morning  a  stir  of 
of  camp  from  our  post,  which  was  a  mile  fron 
five  in  the  afternoon  our  Column  marched  out 
camp  a  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Leeuw  Bivet 
little  later  we  were  allowed  to  ride  into  cai 
had  loaded  my  things  on  the  waggon. 


I 


CHAPTER  XL 


tADYBRAND,    CLOCOLAN,   AND  FICKSBURG 


TTTE  Started  at  9.30  a.m.  with  the  Column  of  the  firing-  ^JLhw. 

■  *   line  on  a  Ladybrand  road,  and  halted  a  short  while  ?S,"^' 
at  eleven  to  allow  the  transport   to  come  on   over  a 
difficult  road. 

Meikle  and  Boberts  left  us  this  morning  for  Bloem- 
fontein,  both  ill.  I  was  now  the  last  private  of  our 
Knightsbridge  Barrack  Boom  who  had  been  able  to 
romain  ynih  the  Company  throughout. 

Two  other  comrades  who  left  us  here,  ill,  we  were 
never  to  see  again.  •  One  was  Private  Smart,  of  the  Gun 
Section,  a  young,  fair,  good-looking  fellow — civil,  even, 
and  pleasant  with  all  his  comrades;  enteric  took  him. 
The  other  was  an  attached  Stafford,  named  Lawley,  who, 
poor  fellow,  was  snuffed  out  by  pneumonia. 

In  the  afternoon  we  marched  through  CommisBio 
Poort  and  turned  into  the  Ladybrand  Boad  on  the  left, 
levying  the  road  by  which  we  had  come  on  March  12- 
We  camped  at  2.15  p.m.,  near  a  wayside  store,  two 
mfles  beyond  Commissie  Poort  picket.  The  telegraph 
line  to  Ladybrand  ran  through  our  camp.  We  marched 
about  eight  miles  to-day. 

Mick,  the  Eents*  big  dog,  was  still  with  us,  and  bad 
followed  ns  faithfully  through  all  our  manifold  wanderings 
and  dangers,  and  seemed  never  so  happy  as  when  be  was 
leading  the  advance  guard. 

We  started  at  7.15.  Thirty-fourth  Company  were  divided,  ^^^jf 
One  to  twenty  were  told  off  under  Hall,  and  the  rest,  ^"^^ 
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Highl&ndcrs,  and  two  miles  beyond  it  we 
after  sunset. 

We  found  that  Edmondston  had  returned  acccx 
by  Heenan  and   Fowler.    Both  had  almost 
Agnew,  we  wore  glad  to  hear,  was  better,  but 
able  yet  to  join  ua. 

We  started  in  a  northerly  direction  at  7.30. 
were  again  divided.     BarringtoD  headed  cightee 
moat  of  the  old  men,  as  advance  guard,  and  B 
the  rest  were  on  the  loft  flank.     For  6ve  or  six  i 
went  briskly,  pretty  far  in  the  advance,  but  saw 
of  the  enemy.     Hero  we  topped  a  ridge,  howe 
saw  a  farm  a  half  mile  below  us,  close  to  the  le 
road,  from  which  two  Boers,  much  alarmed,  gall 
dear  life.     The  left  scouts,  also,  mider  Edmonds 
five  of  the  enemy.     Barrington  sent  me  back  to 
Finnan  and  Major  Percival  to  report  the  presenc 
enemy  ahead,  and  they  cantered  forward.     We  tl 
on  towards  Clocclan  Stores,  and  all  along  the  i 
fresh  tracks  of  fleeing  horses  were  plainly  seen  ai 
the  track  of  a  bicycle's  tyres.    It  could  be  seen 
was  only  a  matter  of  minutes  since  they  had  pas 
way.    AVhen  we  came  in  sight  of  Clocclan  Storei 
there  is  a  collection  of  about  a  dozen  liuuses,  all 
south  side  of  the  spruit,  we  raced,  led  by  Bar 
down  the  slope  to  occupy  it  as  a  position  as  qv 
possible.     We   made  a  hasty  search  in  the  ya 
among  the  houses,  and  then  crossing  the  spruit 
a  position  to  the  north,  to  cover  the  approach 
Column.     The  spruit,  Maperi  Spruit,  was  quite  Ic 
there  had  been  no  rain  in  the  neighbourhood. 
banks  was  a  huge  heap  of  half-burned  grain,  wh 
mealies.     All  the  morning  we  had  noted  the  recei 
of  one  of  our  Columns.     We  camped  on  the  nor 
of  the  spruit  at  1.30  p.m.     We  had  come  about 
miles.     At  one  time  Colonel  Harley  was  in  heli 
munication  with  some  station.    I  was  a  grazing  g 
the  afternoon.     Since  yesterday  we  had  been  in 
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oar  old  familiar  landmark,  the  south  end  of  Wittebergen 
to  the  northward. 

I  was  feeling  anything  but  well.  The  doctor  thought 
liver.  Tommy  A.  said,  *•  'Tis  *  fed  up  *  with  the 
weather  you  are.*' 

At  midnight  it  began  to  rain,  heavily  and  steadily,  and  ^p^*- 
it  rained  and  poured  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
By  that  hour  Maperi  Spruit  was  on  a  boom,  the  river  of 
brown,  turbulent  water  was  rushing  down  by  swift  leaps 
and  slides.  It  had  been  '*  in  orders "  that  we  were 
to  be  ready  at  7.15  a.m.,  to  fall  in  for  a  reconnaissance. 
in  which  all  the  mounted  men  were  to  take  part,  but  the 
order  was  countermanded.  At  about  ten  o'clock  d4th 
Company  were  ordered  to  saddle  and  cross  to  the  stores 
on  wood  fatigue.  As  soon  as  we  had  crossed  we  were 
Dot  allowed  to  touch  any  of  the  wood  we  found  there,  but 
we  were  immediately  ordered  to  return.  "  Wood  fatigue" 
had  been  but  an  excuse,  and  we  saw  that  we  had  been 
nsed  to  test  the  safety  of  the  drift.  Colonel  Harley  was 
on  the  north  bank  closely  watching  our  progress.  We  all 
ciOBBed  and  recrossed  safely,  but  to  any  one  familiar  with 
Btoeama  of  this  type  that  dood  almost  without  warning, 
that  grow  in  a  few  hours  from  tiny  brooks  to  raging 
torrents,  there  were  signs  that  the  drift  was  treacherous 
and  unsafe.  Our  horses  had  just  as  much  as  they  could 
do  to  keep  on  their  feet ;  the  waters  pressed  at  their 
shoulders  and  we  did  not  get  through  without  a  wetting. 

At  two  o'clock  34th,  35th,  and  36th  were  ordered  to 
saddle  and  fall  in  for  the  postponed  reconnaissance.  We 
rode  down  to  the  drift,  in  drizzling  rain,  in  column  of 
Coora  36th  led,  35th  followed,  and  34th  brought  up  the 
Bear.  As  we  approached  the  drift  I  noted  at  once  that 
the  river  was  at  least  a  foot  higher  than  it  had  been  in 
the  morning,  and  I  realised  a  real  danger,  for  I  had  had 
experience  of  such  streams  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
At  first,  I  believe,  my  concern  was  shared  by  few  of  my 
comrades.  As  the  leading  Company  entered  the  drift  the 
hailed.    We  saw  a  serious  battling  of  the  waters  by 


aggie.    I« 
1— that  a| 
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the  leading  horses.  I  was  looking  on  from  ij 
fifty  yards  in  rear,  and  somewhat  ahove,' 
watching  with  the  atmost  saspense.  Would! 
and  weaker  horses  be  able  to  keep  their  fee4 
our  mounts  were  in  a  pitiably  poor  condition.^ 
I  thought*  if  one  of  them  should  fall  t 
slipping  and  stumbling.  A  dozen  or  so  reach 
bank  in  safety,  but  only  after  a  struggle, 
the  danger  was  even  yet  realised- 
luring  danger  that  lurks  about  a  swift  and 
rarely  revealed  to  the  uninitiated  except  in  1 
and  terrible  turn  or  manner.  I  had  long  caa 
at  our  forefathers  who,  when  bridges  were  b 
almost  every  swiftly  running  water  with  soOd 
evil,  or  unsatisfied  spirit ! 

The  horse  of  young  Kennard,  private  of  3< 
rose,  and  there  was  a  shout  of  boisterous  lai 
men  to  whom  a  ducking  was  mere  sport,  bu 
horse  blundered  and  fell,  and  this  time  into  a 
tumbling    wave.     "What    are    you    laughi^ 
shouted.  "Can't  you  see  there's   more  of  tl 
comedy  going  on  ?  "     "  You're  right,  there !  '* 
The  horse  rose — to  swim — without  his  rider  I  j 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  boy  had  bet 
unconscious,  either  by  a  kick  or  by  a  hidden  roc 
but  httle  struggle,  and  for  a  few  seconds  was  t 
by  the  checked  but  turbulent  water  immedia 
the  crossing.    A  Kaflir  whip  was  thrust  out  i 
he  made  no  response ;  men  jumped  and  grabl 
but  failed  to  reach  him,  and  he  was  drifting  t 
rapids.     In  those  cataracts  below  the  drift,  it  \ 
that    nothing    could    live    long.     Most    men 
mounted  —  fascinated,     staggered.      The    ps; 
change   was   a   matter  of  seconds ;    by   this 
moved  to  great  excitement. 

Bernard  Pitt,  of  the  36th,  a  strong  anc 
swimmer,  was  the  first  to  make  a  practical  i 
struck  out  from  our  aide  of  the  drift  (for  he  ^ 
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the  36th  who  had  not  crossed)  and  caaght  the  drowning 
man  hy  the  hair  and  hoth  were  swept  into  the  currents. 
Pitt  was  fighting  for  two  lives  now. 

With  Boughton,  I  had  rushed  down  the  banks  below 
the  drift.  Boughton  was  a  good  swimmer  and  a  strong 
nmn.  I  could  not  swim.  However  much  I  desired  to 
help,  I  was  powerless,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  no 
one  was  otherwise  in  such  a  flood,  Boughton  threw  o£f 
his  cloak  and  tunic  and  entered  the  water,  close  by  the 
bank,  where  he  could  stand  against  it,  and  eagerly 
watched  Pitt  and  his  charge  as  they  struggled  desperately 
towards  the  south  bank.  Williams  of  the  36th,  who  had 
run  some  eighty  yards  down  the  south  bank  and  watched 
the  couple,  now  plunged  in  ahead  of  them,  for  Pitt  was 
getting  exhausted  and  there  was  danger  of  his  being 
drowned.  Williams  took  Kennard  from  Pitt's  grasp  for 
a  few  moments  and  the  situation  looked  critical  for  all. 
Boughton  was  greatly  moved  at  that.  They  were 
slipping  into  greater  danger.  "  Oh,  Boughton,"  I  cried, 
"  don't  go  yet,  nothing  on  earth  could  cross  here !  ** 
But  he  could  not  stand  by  and  see  his  comrades  drown 
without  some  attempt  to  save.  His  face  set  hard  as  he 
Btrack  out  to  help  them.  He  realised  to  the  full  the 
risk — that  could  be  seen ;  but  there  was  the  chance  to 
save.  I  shall  never  see  a  braver  act  than  that.  For  a 
few  moments  he  struck  out  to  help  them,  to  win  his  way 
across,  but  the  midcurrent  caught  him  as  if  he  had  been 
a  straw  and  shot  him  down-stream. 

Kelsey  and  I  followed  along  the  bank,  running  at  top 
■peed.  Boughton  was  fighting  for  his  own  life  now  and 
only  tried  to  keep  straight  on  the  top  of  the  rapids.  I 
shouted  above  the  roar  of  waters  to  him  and  he  turned  a 
stem,  resolute  face  towards  me,  *'  Oh,  lad,  keep  up,  keep 
up !  "  was  all  I  could  find  to  say.  Once  or  twice  Kelsey 
and  Lieutenant  Edwards  of  the  85th  threw  their  long 
cavalry  cloaks  towards  him  as  he  shot  by  a  jutting  rock 
or  a  little  headland,  but  it  was  all  futile.  A  still  greater 
danger  threatened  him.    Ahead  was  a  group  of  rocks  and 
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Btnick  the  camp.  Instantly,  everything  that  h 
quiet  w&B  in  commotion.  A  little  hiack  horse  a1 
hand  dropped  dead  ;  the  rest  of  the  horses  1 
straining  their  big  rope,  which  caught  me  in 
jerked  me  from  my  feet,  and  dragged  me  so 
the  ground.  Perhaps  to  that  I  owed  my  life,  foi 
volley  swept  through  and  over  us,  wounding  ar 
horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  ripping  tents  and  sma^ 
and  pans.  Bullets  buzzed  about  us  like  bees.  I 
"Night  attack!"  "Night  attack!"  "Turn  ou' 
There  was  little  need  for  shouting,  the  men  roua 
selves  as  quickly  as  sleepy,  bewildered  men  cooiV 
Lee  fired  our  first  shot ;  he  was  ill  and  up  when  tl 
began,  and  now  he  lay  do^^'n  by  the  door  of 
fired  steadily  at  the  faint  line  of  flashes  to  the 
the  waggon  end  of  the  line  John  Edwards  and 
men  quickly  roused,  and  Campbell  jumped  into 
cart  and  pumped  his  bullets  unceasingly  over 
towards  the  line  of  flashing  Mausers.  It  is  my 
that  it  was  this  timely  preparedness  on  the  part 
bell  that  broke  the  resolution  of  the  Boers,  for 
the  first  lull  in  their  attack.  I  crept  to  my 
my  rifle  and  bandolier,  and  the  sensation  of  beii 
gave  me  new  confidence.  Ralli.  notwithstandin 
received  a  bullet  through  his  arm,  rushed  out  of 
out  of  the  lines,  towards  the  Boers,  and  bega 
Weisberg  followed  him.  The  pom-pom  fired  a  I 
and  then  jammed.  Many  men  by  this  time  had  ; 
and  we  were  led  in  extended  order  out  towards  i 
position ;  after  a  run  to  a  wire  fence  we  lay  d< 
poured  in  many  volleys  at  a  range  which  was  n 
to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the  spruit.  The  enem 
fire.  The  infantry  came  up,  and  soon  all  our  pick 
greatly  increased. 

The  Imperial  Yeomanry  were  ordered  to  return 
lines  and  to  stand  by  their  horses,  which  they 
We  were  eager  to  learn  what  casualties  ther 
Lieutenant    Edwards    of    35th    had   been    danj 
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nuded.  Spicer*  of  35th  was  shot  tbroagfa  the  leg. 
Bftlli  through  the  arm.  A  Kaflir  driver  was  mortally 
wounded — many  horses,  moles,  and  oxen  had  been  killed. 
The  perforated  tents  and  bivouacB  bore  witness  to  the 
aocoracy  of  the  Boer  fire.  Only  the  uneven  nature  of  the 
ground  saved  the  casualty  lists  from  being  very  heavy. 

The  treacherous  spruit  had  subsided  during  the  night, 
and  the  enemy  had  become  aware  of  this  and  had  crept 
down  the  bed  of  it  and  crossed  it  to  our  almost  unguarded 
re-mount  kraal  by  the  stores,  and  under  cover  of  the 
attack  they  had  driven  oft  over  four  hundred  horses  we 
had  collected  on  our  trek.  It  was  altogether  a  nasty 
knock. 

At  5.30  all  the  available  mounted  men  rode  out  under 
Firman  to  patrol  the  neighbourhood  of  camp.  As  we 
neared  a  great  kopje  to  the  north-west  we  came  under 
fire  from  a  body  of  the  enemy  holding  a  farm  at  its  foot. 
They  were  soon  shelied  out  of  it,  and  then  we  swept 
around  to  the  north-east  and  into  camp  again  by  about 
seven  o'clock.  I  had  not  slept  all  night,  with  a  hard  day 
yesterday,  and  a  still  harder  one  before  us. 

In  camp  we  learnt  that  poor  Boughton's  body  had  just 
been  discovered  among  the  rocks  below,  and  that  we  were 
to  trek  at  nine  o'clock.  We  got  a  hasty  mouthfxil  to  eat, 
and  loaded  our  kits  on  the  waggon. 

A  fatigue  party  of  34th  quickly  dug  a  grave  close  by  the 
camp,  and  we  buried  our  poor  comrade  as  the  Convoy 
trekked  out.  The  fifteen-pounder  was  all  the  while  close 
by  u  firing  at  the  Boers  who  were  closing  in  for  a  lear- 
gnard  skirmish.  Barrington  read  the  service  very  beauti- 
foliy,  and  at  the  Lord's  Prayer  there  were  few  dry  eyes. 
Booghton  had  died  a  hero,  and  he  was  buried  as  became 
ft  soldier. 

"  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  friends." 

We  now  found  ourselves  to  be  the  rearguard,  and  all 

*  Bartett  Ham^  Spioor  wm  morderod  La  the  Eastoo  Boad,  London. 
ItaMAv.JoMM.  1903. 
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the  morning,  until  past  noon,  we  kept  np 
rMr-guard  skirmish.  Ballets  sometimes  cai 
thftn  wae  pleasant.  Once  mj  hone  jampei 
ten  feet  or  more  as  a  ballet  zipped  over  hia 
halted  for  some  boors  near  Newberry's 
dence.  The  owner  was  a  very  wealthy 
built  a  big  hoose  by  a  kopje-side,  and  plani 
porty  very  picturesqaely  with  thousands  oL 
the  fenced  grounds  he  had  large  herds  of  ba<^ 
beeste.  During  this  halt  several  families  were 
at  farmSf  much  grain  was  taken,  and  large  qi 
fodder  bomt.  The  march  continued  towards 
— a  long  and  severe  march,  in  which 
helped  several  exhausted  Worcester  Infani 
by  giving  them  a  lift.  The  weather  bad 
day,  but  at  sunset  the  skies  became  overcasti'j 
broke  over  us  from  a  lurid,  yellow  sky. 
wet.  I  had  been  on  the  go  ahnost  constantly 
six  hours,  without  sleep,  and  I  whs  shivering 
with  wet  and  weariness,  and  I  had  no  cloak, 
to  Mitchell's  Mills,  three  miles  or  so  from  Fie 
begged  permission  to  call  at  the  boose  of  K 
with  whom  I  was  acquainted.  I  got  a  hofl 
there,  and  feeling  very  weary  I  asked  permisol 
the  floor  and  sleep.  I  slept  until  morning  !  1 
gave  me  a  stable  and  feed  for  my  horse.  1 
were  dried  at  the  fire  while  I  slept. 

The  Worcesters  camped  at  the  Mills.  Th 
Kaffir  driver  had  died  on  trek,  and  ^*as  bur 
neigfabourhood  of  the  Mills. 
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|N  riding  into  camp  this  morning  I  was  immediately  ^^^^ 
made  a  prisoner  by  Edmondston  for  being  absent 
from  the  lines. 

It  was  a  very  quiet  day,  for  which  I  was  thankful,  for  I 
was  feeling  very  ill. 
I  was  taken  before  the  Colonel,  who,  very  properly,  Apru« 

dealt  severely  with  me,  giving  me  ten  days*  C.C*    W 

got  five  days  for  an  exactly  similar  offence.     Five  or  six 

others  in  Company  were  not  even  arrested  for  a 

longer  absence  than  my  own. 

I  was  called  to  give  evidence  in  the  inquiry  as  to  the 
ths  of  Boughton  and  Kennard.     The  board  consisted 
of  Major  Chichester  of  1st  Worcesters,  Captain   Black- 
bume,  36th  I.Y.,  and  a  subaltern  of  the  Worcesters. 

There  was  a  rum  issue.     We  were  paid  ten  shillings 
from  the  **  Yeomanry  Fund." 
I         The  following  order  was  read  out  to  us  : — 

^^L  3^A  Cominuiding  Of&cor  deslreB  to  place  on  record  the  admirft- 

^Pptt,'Cf  himaelf  and  all  the  offioen,  N.C.O.'s,  and  men  of  the  Battalion 

^^a  Vm  gallant  oondaot  of  Troopers  Boaghton  (84th  Squadron),  Pitt, 

Mid  WiUtains  (86tb  Bqaadron)  in  attempting  to  aave  from  drowning 

Trooper    Kennard   at    Maperi    River,  in    whioh    attempt    Trooper 

iton  unfortunately  lost  hiii  own  life. 

By  order, 

{Signed)         W.  G.  DnoN, 

Captain  and  Adjutant. 

*  Confined  to  Oamp. 
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I  was  warned  for  grazing  guard,  bat  feeling 
a  sabstitnte  from  the  attached  men.    I  wisher 
doctor.    Edmondston  and  Cowan  objected,  a 
to  sanction  the  exchange.     I  said,  '*  I  shall  h 
sick*   to-day.  as  I  maut  see  the  doctor.*' 
"Very  well ;  I  shall  write  opposite yoxir nai 
warned  for  guard.'  "    I  told  him  that 
matter,  because  the  doctor  would  judge, 
ill.  and  my  left  thumb  had  festered  through 
the  night  of  the  4th.     I  was  confident  no  d 
turn  me  away  in  the  state  of  health  I  m 
Corporal  Ralli  I  went  with  T.  Lee  and  sever 
Dr.  Michell,  the  doctor  of  the  day.     Cowai 
recommendation  caused  him  at  first  to  regard 
but  as  he  examined  me  he  spoke  very  kindly 
after  prescribing  for  me  he  wrote  on  my  rep 
cine  and  Ught  duty.'*    He   then  cut   my  i 
dressed  it.     He  said  I  ought   to  have  cox 
sooner.     I  said  that  I  would  have  come  ji 
that  I  had  had  to  go  before  the  Colonel,  fufl 
other  duties. 

Lee  was  sent  into  hospital ;  he  was  very  ill 


There  was  Church  Parade  at  eleven,  j 

B^Siu©  Orders  were  issued  for  every  available  maz 

B«a.m.  naissance  duty  for  7.45.     I  was  ready,  but  wa 

remain  to  see  another  doctor.     Surgeon-Cap 

was  the  doctor  to-day.    He  ordered  me  port^ 

arm,  light  duty,  &c.  ^ 

I  was  told  to  hold  myself  as  a  witness  in  tb 
to  the  loss  of  horses  of  officers  in  the  night 
was  not  called. 

The  reconnoitring  force  only  saw  six  Be 
range.  They  brought  in  on  waggons  graii 
Ac,  from  a  farm  near  Hammonia.  It  was 
job  on  account  of  a  bad  spruit  crossing.      1 

Dr.  Michell  called  on  me  in  the  afternoon 
I  was. 
April ».  I  Y^as  ordered  before  the  doctor  again,  and  t 
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told  to  go  into  the  Convalescent  Home  in  the  town. 
With  a  number  of  others  we  went  through  several  forms, 
and  in  the  afternoon  I  found  myself  in  a  much  over- 
crowded schoolhouse  at  the  south-west  comer  of  town. 
There  were  many  convalescent  enteric  cases,  some  look- 
ing desperately  ill  and  weak.  It  was  not  a  cheerfiJ 
haven,  and  I  determined  to  leave  it  as  soon  ae  possible. 

An  inquiry  into  the  night  attack  was  in  progress  to-  Apruia 
day.     WiUiams  told  me  that  he  had  been  called  to  give 
evidence. 

The  Battalion  had  nothing  to  do. 

Some  of  us  were  moved  into  another  house,  quite  the 
other  side  of  town.  The  new  quarters  were  said  to  be 
the  Dutch  Parsonage.  It  was  a  large  and  comfortable 
place.  The  great  quince  hedges  about  the  Ficksburg 
homesteads  were  laden  down  with  golden  fruit. 

There  were  nine  I.Y.  men  in  our  room.     Raili  was  Apruit 
here  with  his  arm   in  a  sling.     His  wound   does  not 
trouble  him  much. 

The  Parsonage  grounds  were  very  prettily  planted  with 
thick  privet  hedges,  firs,  fruit  trees,  figs,  and  locust  trees. 
We  got  plain  but  good  food,  and  we  were  allowed  to 
dine  at  Harvey's,  in  town. 

There  was  a  reconnaissance  around  Lmperani  Mountain, 
■ome  of  the  force  going  by  way  of  Willow  Grange,  others 
bj  Mitchell's  Mills.  They  came  back  late,  and  some  of 
Ih0  35tb  lost  themselves  and  remained  out  all  night. 

Grain  and  forage  were  brought  back  without  any 
Imposition. 

The  Boers  sniped  our  outposts  just  after  sunset. 

There  was  little  doing  to-day.    The  men  were  given  a  Aiiffi& 
rart  after  yesterday's  long  day. 

I  joined  the  Ubrary  kept  by  Mr.  Austen.  It  had  a  very 
good,  if  limited,  selection  of  books.  It  is  a  semi-private 
oooceni,  and  originally  thirty  members,  Ficksburg  people, 
beknged  to  it.    Fees  were  most  reasonable. 

We  were  paid  on  account.    BaUi  brought  my  pay  from  Apm  is. 
oftmp. 
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There  were  reoee.  I  did  not  attend,  ftlthc 
lances  came  to  take  men  who  desired  to 

I  met  and  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Langridge, 
FanUp  near  Harrismith. 
Aprfl  II  I  was  much  better,  thoneh  not  well  by 

went  ap   to  Liieatenant   Crook  s  qaarters 
writing  for  him. 

There  wae  an  inspection  by  the  medica 
charge.  I  reported  myself  as  better,  and  afa 
to  the  lines. 

I  tried  to  deliver  three  letters,  which  had 
terday's  mail,  to  Lee  in  hospital,  but  I  fo 
to  receive  them. 

Phillips  was  made  a  corporal,  and  Cli 
been  in  hospital  for  some  weeks,  returned 
Edmondston  was  made  sergeant. 

The  battalion  of  mounted  men,  with  a  MU 
pom-pom,  and  Maxim,  went  out  to  ''Wii 
Kopje,*'  the  kopje  from  which  the  main  body 
last  February  4th,  east  of  Willow  Orange. 
occupied  the  high  ridge  to  the  left  of  it, 
rode  up  to  the  kopje.  They  did  not  occup 
heavy  volley  being  fired  into  them.  One  o|j 
man  named  Fleming — had  a  Mauser  bullelj 
tip  of  his  nose,  a  very  remarkable  and  clean 
wound.  Some  horses  were  wounded.  A  sev 
turned  on  the  Boers,  and  it  was  very  apparen 
were  casualties  both  among  their  men  and  bo 

Several  of  us  left  the  Convalescent  Home 
— Ralli,  myself,  and  Sandford  and  Powis  of 

Roberts  returned,  recovered  from  his  indisp 
Bloemfontein  Hospital. 

My  KafiBir  boy  seemed  glad  to  see  me  bac 
faithfully  looked  after  my  bivouac,  horse,  &c. 
absence.  My  report  was  marked,  '*  Three 
duty." 

Poor  Lee,  who  had  stood  in  line  with  m< 
doctor  on  the  7th  instant,  died  at  five  o'cl 
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evening  of  enteric.  Truly  a  swift  taking  off.  God  be 
merciful  to  our  remnant ! 

Agnew  returned  to  the  Company.  He  was  looking 
much  better,  but  weak. 

A  miscellaneous  and  despoiled  lot  of  kit  came  up  to  us 
icpresenting  kits  of  our  Company  that  had  been  left  at 
Thaba  N'chu  almost  a  year  ago. 

Barrington  was  very  kind  about  my  returning  to  work,  aphi  i6. 
and  said  I  was  to  take  it  easy  if  I  felt  like  it.     He  told 
me   that   Captain   Brune  had  written^  and  sent  me  a 
message. 

At  4.30  p.m.  we  all  fell  in  for  poor  T.  Lee's  funeral. 
We  carried  him  to  the  cemetery,  where  the  Chaplain  met 
Us   and  read  the  service.     There  were  thirty  or  forty 

graves  of    English   soldiers   there.      Of  nearly   all    our 

iBoldiers   buried    there  the  crosses   stated   that  they  had 

Vied  of  disease.     I  only  saw  one  instance  of  '*  died  of 

"wounds,*'  and  none  of  "  killed  in  action.'* 

The  weather  was  fine  and  the  changes  in  the  Maluti 

jmaountains,  of  light  shade  and  colour,  are   vivid   and 

Ifrequent. 

j     I  was  dismounted  grazing  guard.    At  8.30  we  drove  the  Apru  it. 

,  squadron's  horses  to  the  Caledon  drift  to  water  and  then  uoft.in. 

|to  the  south  grazing  grounds,  beyond  the  pickets.  There 
Wfts  very  httle  grass,  and  the  horses  were  restless  and 
xoaming  in  their  search  for  it.  Paparritor,  Bradley, 
Marriott,    Christy,   and   Heenan  were   the    others — we 

rioianied  with  our  charges  at  sunset. 

There  was  talk  of  races,  and  Fowler  was  desirous  of 
liding  my  pony,  Prinsloo,  which  was  one  of  the  fastest  in 
the  tines.  I  had  been  riding  him  constantly  for  nearly 
nine  months. 

The  usual  force,  with  the  exception  of  35th  Company,  ^JjJJJ 
which    remained   in   camp,    went  out   with   three  days*  **»'»- 
rations  ou  the  Lady  brand  Road.    They  were  to  destroy 
grain  on  the  banks  of  the  Caledon.    The  transport  went 
down  the  river  on  the  Basuto  side  to  meet  the  fighting 

iforoe  at  a  place  appointed. 
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I  had  become  &cqaainted  with  a  pleasant  old 
couple  named  Mitchley.  At  a  very  fair  price  th 
ua  with  good  meals,  bread  and  fruit.  The  ol 
been  a  great  deal  about  South  Africa  and 
information — pioneer  information — of  alm< 
of  it. 

The  Serjeant-Major  invited  three  of  us 
game  of    whist"  after  supper.      No    Provo 
molested  ua.  ^ 

Shortly  afternoon  the  advance  guard  begafl 
The  force  had  gone  to  cover  the  approach 
force  from  Ladybrand  way.  A  great  qoao^ 
was  taken  from  Stevens'  Stores  on  a  CaledoU^ 
fifteen  miles  or  so  south.  Thirty-fourth  had 
flank  guard  ^oing  out  and  rear  guard  on 
Heavy  firing  had  been  heard  in  the  direction  < 

There  was  little  doing  to-day.  The  raoo 
2.30.  PrinBloo,  my  pony,  was  disallowed  in 
being  a  trifle  over  fourteen  hands.  A  Basuto 
brought  over  two  English  thoroughbreds  and 
exhibition  race.  R.-Sergt. -Major  Peacock's  ' 
in  this  race  and  did  not  disgrace  himself.  T] 
few  very  interesting  races. 

I  was  on  mounted  grazing  guard  all  day. 
went  out  we  were  treated  to  two  very  exciti: 
foot-races.    Marriott  and  Eichards  ran.    Bicha 
first  and  Marriott  the  second. 

The  whole  Battalion  of  mounted  men,  th 
X>ounders,  a  pom-pom,  and  a  Maxim,  and  a  C 
Worcesters  trekked  out  on  the  road  north  of  Z\ 
towards  the  Windsor  Castle  kopje.  This  I 
peculiar  form,  narrow,  long,  and  steep,  with 
naturally  disposed,  resembling  the  towers  o 
From  this  kopje  a  number  of  the  enemy  \ 
refused  to  be  dislodged  by  our  heavy  shell 
hour  or  more.  They  must  have  had  good  cc 
shells  did  not  find  them.  They  kept  up  a  rifle . 
When  their  fire  had  ceased,  34th  was  orderei 


B^Oa-m. 


forward  under  Barrington   and  scale  the  kopje.      The 
saminit  was  clear. 

Of  the  53rd  who  had  been  advance  guard  to  the  right 
of  the  kopje  three  horses  were  killed — one  had  received 
DO  less  than  eight  bullets ;  one  wound  was  so  large  as 
to  suggest  explosive  qualities  to  the  missile.  We  all 
returned  to  camp  at  Willow  Grange.  We  have  three 
days'  rations. 

We  started  out  from  Willow  Grange  to  a  farmstead  rJJ2i5 
lying  to  the  north  of  the  Castle  Kopje.  We  took  twenty 
waggons  to  get  in  grain  which  was  stored  there.  We 
moved  on  to  our  point  in  Battahon  order,  the  36th  leading. 
Afi  we  approached  the  Castle  Kopje  the  Kents  led  on,  and 
other  Companies  swerved  to  the  right  and  left  to  ridges ; 
34th  under  Barrington.  Hall,  and  Agnew  went  to  the  left 
and  climbed  to  the  summit  of  the  great  berg  on  the  north 
end.  We  disturbed  about  twenty  Boers  on  the  next  ridge 
beyond  and  we  exchanged  volleys,  but  as  the  range  was 
long  we  did  not  waste  much  ammunition. 

The  day  was  exquisitely  clear  and  fine,  and  from  the 
^■nmmit  of  our  position  we  could  see  Tafelberg,  Wonder- 
P^op»  and  Witkop,  and  the  south  end  of  the  long  Witte- 
bergen  range  stood  up  behind  the  Castle  kopje.  About 
one  o'clock  we  saw  about  ninety  Boers  making  ofif  in  a 
Dorth-oasterly  direction  into  the  foothills  of  the  Witte- 
bergen.  At  2.30  the  waggons  had  completed  their  day's 
work,  and  we  retired  as  rear  guard,  slowly,  to  Willow 
Gmnge  Camp.  We  arrived  late  in  the  afternoon  very 
tired  and  hungry. 

We  went  out  in  a  similar  order  to  that  of  yesterday's,  ^Jjjftj 
towards  the  same  place,  only  to-day  we  took  the  Company  woinn. 
of  Btaffords  Infantry  with  us.  It  was  believed  that  the 
enemy  had  ro-occupied  the  positions  and  meant  to  give 
OS  trouble  to-day.  Colonel  Firman  ordered  the  mounted 
men  to  charge  in  open  battalion  order  across  the  approach, 
to  dismount  at  the  foot  of  and  climb  the  great  range 
which  34th  had  held  all  yesterday.  Boers  were  all  along 
this  summit  line>  and  as  we  galloped  down  to  the  berg'a 


April  Vl 
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foot  they  fired  aeTezal  volleys  into  as  withoi 
hit.  Before  we  had  reached  the  top  they  had  cl( 
this  position,  and  we  then  held  the  long  summit 
of  dismounted  men.  The  pom-pom,  within&nj 
presently  followed  ns.  Our  position  was  so  I 
overlook  the  Windsor  Castle  kopje.  Far  away 
saw  the  Sta£fords  open  out  into  a  long  line  ani 
to  occupy  the  Castle  kopjo.  It  seemed  incii 
the  enemy  still  lurked  there,  for  our  position^ 
flanked  it  though  at  long  range.  The  Artille 
fired  a  few  shells  over  the  Infantry  to  the  Cast 
could  see  them  hurst  behind  and  about  the  6n-l; 
not  a  sign  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen.  Wi 
Infantry,  tiny  khaki  specks,  creeping  (they  w 
going  at  a  good  pace)  towards  the  base  of  the  1 
seven  hundred  yards  the  Mausers  cracked  and 
in  an  ugly  way  and  we  saw  men  fall.  The  line  \ 
The  Artillery  burst  out  as  if  in  indignation,  am 
shell  after  shell  at  the  place  where  the  en^ 
thought  to  be.  The  Boers  slipped  down  the  i 
end,  out  of  our  sight,  and  rode  off,  but  they 
their  day's  work !  Two  Staffords  were  killed, two 
and  their  O.C,  Captain  Blackwood,  was  shot  th 
arm.* 

The  remainder  of  the  grain  was  loaded  and 
Willow  Grange,  and  then  we  all  returned  to  ] 
to  camp. 

One  of  the  poor  fellows  killed  was  a  man 
served   his  sixteen  years  and  nine  months  tht 
have  loft  him  free  to  leave  the  Army. 

A  quiet  day  for  all  of  us.  I  went  down  to  the 
and  bathed  and  afterwards  had  dinner  in  towz 
were  many  rmnonra  of  future  activities  for  us.  II 
said  that  General  Bundle  was  on  his  way  to  Ficl 

Some  of  the  West  Kents  came  over  in  the  eve 
had  a  chat  with  me  at  my  bivouac. 

*  A  year  later,  April  20,  1902,  at  01ivi«r's  Farm,  Uahnao's  Hi 
from  thia  position,  Captaiu  Blackwood  was  killed. 


^1 


FINAL  WORK  AT  FICKSBURG 


441 


My  Ea£Gr  boy  Jim,  now  that  I  had  paid  him  a  month's 
wages,  was  desirous  of  going  to  Basutoland  to  spend  his 
Jiitle  fortune,  and  as  a  boy  with  a  set  desire  of  that 
sort  becomes  no  use  as  a  servant,  I  let  him  go. 

With  Roberts,  Heenan,  Baker,  and  some  attached  men 
I  was  on  grazing  guard. 

We  now  had  to  fiunish  daily  a  few  mounted  men  for 
extra  outpost  duty  at  Mitchell's  Mills,  Willow  Grange,  and 
the  Bemount  Kraals. 

I  entered  my  name  for  a  pass  to  town  this  morning 
and  some  one — I  could  not  discover  who,  but  it  was  not 
one  of  my  officers,  of  that  I  assured  myself — endorsed  my 
pus  "  Not  entitled  to  a  pass."  I  had  reason  to  think  that 
the  Provost-Sergeant  still  pursued. 

We  received  the  sad  news  of  poor  Smart*8  death  of 
enteric  on  April  15th.  He  had  left  us  at  Warringham^s 
Store. 

There  was  very  heavy  rain  and  thunder  during  the 
night.  It  washed  away  a  good  deal  of  dirt  and  rubbish 
about  the  lines. 

The  balance  of  the  "County  Fund,'*  •  which  came  to 
lis.  lOd.  each  man,  was  paid  by  Sergt. -Major  Cowan. 

It  rained  all  the  night.  The  morning  broke  with  a 
heavy  and  threatening  sky,  and  at  seven  o'clock  the  down- 
pour began  again.  Some  one  stole  the  headstall  from  my 
pony,  turning  him  loose  from  the  line.  I  got  very  wet 
searching  about,  but  I  found  my  missing  halter  t 

The  grazing  was  put  off  on  account  of  the  terrible 
condition  of  the  weather.  After  dinner  it  cleared  a  little  ; 
the  tops  of  the  Maluti  mountains  were  covered  with 
snow,  and  the  dark  thunder-clouds  banked  about  them, 
made  a  starthng  and  wonderful  contrast. 

Pickets  have  been  moved  a  mile  further  out,  towards 
Ihe  Bouth.  Only  the  horses  of  34th  were  sent  out  to 
gimse.  Weisberg,  I,  and  one  attached  man  were  the 
mounted  guards.    The  pickets  fired  three  sniping  shots, 
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*  W«  n«T«r  iMJiMd  what  Umm  *■  County  '*  and  '•  Teomaary  "  hiiids  ««ra, 
oot  ol  whloh  wt  rvoaiTed  two  ot  ihtve  tnuU  pATmaato. 
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which  was  a  signal  that  kept  as  alert — as  a  rule  tl 
no  inoidentfi  of  this  kind  uttending  our  grazing  g 

Then  were   now    persistent    rumours  that 
Bundle  was  approaching  Fick&burg.  4 

A  patrol  of  the  35th  went  out  to  a  farm  near  R 
Nek. 

The  night  was  intensely  cold  and  damp,  on 
probably,  of  the  anow  on  the  mountains.  A  c 
hung  over  camp  until  nine  o'clock.  It  was  a  ve 
lass  morning.  Many  of  our  horses  had  becoiS' 
Vet,-Captain  Wallia  was  kept  busy.  The  Adjuta 
Dixon,  ordered  a  general  line-cleaning  fatigue 
Colonel  and  the  Battalion  officers  came  down  i 
from  the  plantation  where  their  quarters  w 
looked  on. 

Some  more  attached  Regulars  joined  our  lines 

Carey  of  the  35th  received  a  Commission,  wt 
I  was  glad  to  hear. 

The  Sergeant-Major  offered  me  a  pass  to  t 
He  said  he  was  wanting  a  pair  of  shoes.    Cost  1 

I  took  a  letter  to  the  fever  hospital  for  Curti 
the  34th  attached  men»  who  was  down  with  ent< 
was  very  ill  indeed.  ■ 

Stables  were  inaugurated  again  at  6.30  a.m. 
a  battalion  order.  It  was  rather  a  farce,  for  ther 
a  grooming  kit  left  in  the  lines,  and  men^  to  kee| 
rubbed  their  horses  with  sticks  or  jam  tins.  O 
that  turned  up  was  in  great  demand.  Also,  al 
guards  were  ordered  to  report  at  the  quarter  gt 
at  8.30  sharp.  We  are  to  be  quite  regenerated  : 
and  we  are  looking  for  the  General  any  moment 

I  was  grazing  guard  again  to-day.  Corporal 
of  35th  was  in  charge,  and  we  lunched  togethe 
ridge  and  talked  over  the  year's  doings  since 
made  a  journey  together  almost  a  year  befoi 
weather  was  perfect,  and  the  Malutis,  again  free 
were  lovely  in  their  cloudless  beauty  of  blue  tini 
their  lights  and  shadows.     All   Nature  looked 
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clean,  and  tresh ;   the  blue  hills  were  like  islands  in  a 
tropic  sea,  and  peace  seemed  to  reign  sapreme — 

"  0  Ood,  who  art  iho  Author  of  pcao«,  give  us  peace.    Amen." 

Poor  Curtis  of  the  Staffords,  attached,  died  at  two 
o'clock. 

Last  night,  after  sunset,  a  party  made  up  of  members  JJjj'J^,^ 
of  our  various  companies,  twenty  men  in  all,  under  6ao»-m. 
Lieut.  Crook  of  the  35th,  guided  by  Rutherford*  and 
some  Kaffirs,  went  out  to  a  farm  south-west  bej'ond 
Mitcheira  Mills  and  surprised  two  Boers  and  captured 
them  with  their  saddled  horses.  Mausers  loaded  with 
soft-nosed  cartridges,  and  bandoliers  filled  with  soft- 
nosed  ammunition.  The  expedition  returned  at  5  a.m. 
Edmondston,  Christy,  and  Phillips  went  from  our  lines. 

Curtis  was  buried  this  morning. 

There  were  many  new  restrictions  enforced  and  stables 
were  ordered  twice  daily. 

Forty  of  the  attached  Regulars  of  our  Battalion  left  us 
to-day.    It  was  said  that  they  were  goiug  to  Pretoria. 

The  Sergeants  of  the  Battalion  gave  a  dance  in  the 
town  in  the  evening. 

I  was  warned  for  remount  kraal  guard,  to  report  to 
Captain  Wallis. 

Paparritor,  Weisberg,  and  I,  under  Corporal  Phillips,  gJJ?? 
mounted  guard  at  the  kraal  last  night.  I  had  third  b*J 
relief.  The  kraal  is  an  enclosure  on  the  south  side  of 
town  near  our  first  Ficksburg  camping-ground.  The 
walls  were  pretty  thick  and  high,  and  built  of  the  looso 
ironstones  that  abound  here ;  no  mortar  or  mud  was 
used  in  their  construction.  They  are  of  the  type  common 
in  use  among  the  natives  for  sheep  and  cattle  enclosures. 
There  was  a  house  at  one  corner  of  the  enclosure^  but  it 

*  Bntberlord  wm  a  witlfir  of  ibe  O.V.8.  ftcd  had  Uved  aom«  jmn  «1 
&Mnmoni».  H«  did  Y«ry  able  and  aotiva  Mrvioo  ia  ih«  InioLUftfiM 
Daphrtmanl.  He  was  a  {earleta  and  olever  maa  and  made  wxue  amarl 
mf^uim  and  oama  throagh  lonM  deipamla  •neoontsn.  He  had  be«n 
warned  b;  tbe  enemy  thai  If  be  were  eaughl  death  awalled  him. 


lUvviU* 
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was  in  such  a  6lthy  condition  that  I  preferred  I 
It  wae  a  cold,  frosty  night  and  full  moonlight. 
named  Campbell,  resembling  much  more  a  6oe 
Scotchman,  with  a  lot  of  unroiy  Kaffir  boys,  fafl 
and  took  charge  of  the  horses.  Oar  duty  was  m 
of  an  armed  guard.  We  were  relieved  by  a^^ 
seven  o'clock  a.m.  ^^H 

It  was  a  quiet  day  in  camp.  Some  sports  wn 
in  the  afternoon.  The  weather  was  perfect, 
leAves  of  the  trees,  especially  of  the  poplars,  ai 
and  fragile,  indicating  the  approach  of  winter. 

I  hired  a  new  boy.  who  called  himself  Clembo; 
^j^  Stables  and  watering  orders.  I  was  for  grazit 
mounted  and  armed.  One  of  the  Ficksburg  s 
named  WilUo  MacMasters,  with  whom  I  had  sc 
acquaintance^  came  out  with  some  fruit  for  i 
prepared  coffee  and  lunched  together,  much  to  1 
ment.     We  all  returned  to  camp  at  3  p.m. 

Agnew  asked  me  to  come,  with  others,  for  a 
to  see  if  Prinsloo  was  good  enough  to  enter 
Monday's  races.     In  the  evening  I  rode  my  pon 
a  half-dozen  others  in  a  half-mile  trial.     He  pre 
fast,  much  the  fastest  of  his  class.    Boberts's  he 
larger  class,  ridden   by  Fowler,  was  the  only 
could  keep  pace  with  him. 

The  new  attached  men.  under  Corporal  Brie 
to-day  for  their  regimental  quarters. 

The  duties  for  the  few  remaining  men  became  ve 
and  httle  time  was  found  for  doing  those  little  tj 
ourselves  which  would  have  made  our  life  more  b 

A  comet  has  become  visible  for  an  hour  after  g 
the  west  or  north-west.     It  must  be  a  great  com 
plain  even  in  the  twilight  of  the  west. 
igNTR  Grazing  guard  with  Fowler,  Christy,  and  Pa 

5*d»™*  There  were  few  horses  with  so  many  men  gone  ! 

were  only  two  or  three  attached  Worcesters  left 
of  the  Regulars.  Christy  and  I  had  tea  togetl 
were  stationed  just  above  the  Caledon  bluffs. 


KllHli;    loVKM,    hK\H    I'.iHMAMM*    .NkK. 


\jr       Ji 


UuMiA    CiiVEK,    ftliOWlMi    TiiK    Tki  I  LUU   AlTlOS    llF    Wx\TK8 


To  /net  pn^e  ^16, 
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I  was  one  of  the  quarter   guard,  we  mconted  guard  ^/euie 
under  Corporal  Phillips  at  ten  o'clock.  Bjoajn. 

1%ere  were  races  to-day.  I  was  on  duty.  Fowler 
rode  my  pony,  but  did  not  win.  Prinsloo  did  very  well, 
however,  against  bigger  horses. 

I  was  on  guard  when  orders  were  issued  for  a  trek,  w»yT. 
tad  I  was  desperately  pushed  for  time  to  pack  my  kit 
after  my  relief.  There  was  no  time  for  me  to  get  break- 
bat.  We  started  at  eight  o'clock.  The  Colonel  rowed 
the  officers  for  lack  of  promptness.  All  the  mounted 
■en,  including  a  newly-completed  company  of  Worcester 
Moanted  Infantry,  three  fifteen-pounders,  a  pom-pom,  a 
Kaxim,  and  three  companies  of  Infantry,  marched  on 
pirt  Zoutkop  to  Commando  Nek.  We  met  no  opposition 
QzUO  we  got  to  Commando  Nek,  As  34th  rode  through, 
IB  pom-pom  guard,  the  Boers  opened  fire  from  the  high 
diiEs  to  the  left,  and  for  a  few  minutes  we  galloped  up 
the  pass  tmder  a  heavy  fire,  as  was  apparent  by  whizzing 
and  cracking  bullets  about  us.  There  were  no  casualties, 
sod  the  pom-pom  whisked  about  at  the  notch  and  played 
a  stream  of  shells  on  the  enemy,  and  we  heard  no  more 
qC  them.  A  few  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  had  passed 
up  before  us  quite  unmolested,  so  we  supposed  that  the 
agfai  of  the  pom-pom  was  too  much  for  the  patience  of 
the  enemy.  It  was  curious  that  34th  should  again  have 
been  the  Company  to  catch  it  at  this  spot.  After  pickets 
httd  been  posted  we  rode  back  to  the  west  side  of  the  Nek 
to  camp.  Our  camp  was  in  hello  communication  with 
•ome  one — I  think  with  a  station  near  Thlotse,  which 
w%m  not  far  from  us,  over  the  Caledon  about  four  miles 
m  m  bee-Une. 

The  oomet  was  very  beautiful  at  7  p.m.  It  was  due 
W99L     I  examined  it  with  some  good  field-glasses. 

Thirty -fourth  and  3Gth  were  advance  guard  and  trotted  mra 
■p  through  che  Nek  on  to  the  Fonriesburg  Eoad ;  then 
8601  extended  and  advanced  and  34th  took  up  a  position 
to  the  left.     Four  miles  straight  ahead  could  be  seen  a 
big  eohann  advancing,  which  we  6cx)n  knew  to  be  General 


fUrelUoft 
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Rundle's.    It  busily  shelled  the  groat  cliffs  tc 

of  the  road.    Near  our  post  was  a  farm,  iron 

were  able  to  get  some  good  oranges.     Abou 

were  called  upon  to  help  to  occupy  some  of  ii 

ridges  and  huge  kopjes  to  the  north-east,  and  y 

into  a  region  of    the  wildest   description— 4 

tumbled    bergs    that   surround    the    south    6 

Wittebergen.      We  held  a  position  here  utf 

Column  had  camped  below  us  and  until  H 

Manchesters*  and  Scots  Guards'  pickets  can 

saw  few  Boers,  but  a  Cossack  post  at  our  ; 

Edmondston  were  rather  surprised  by  a  sni 

which  came  to  take  part  in  ''a  little  gami 

they  were  enjojang.     It  was   a  rude   inteti 

subsequently,  in  a  more  secluded  spot,  the  qa 

the  ownership  of  the  "  pot "  came  under  warn 

We  rode  down  to  camp  at  4.30  p.m.  and  t 

our  first  sight  of  the  "new"  Yeomanry.    M 

I  were  unmounted. 

iS? Jile  4  a.m.         ^^   ^^^  '^^   P^*   ^^   ^^^y  Hli^UteS,  SO   t' 

up,  breakfasted,  and  saddled  long  before  da 
stood  by  our  horses  until  the  first  streak  c 
then  rode  up  and  past  our  high  positions  < 
There  was  a  big  movement  of  all  the  Col 
General  Bundle.  Our  Battalion,  in  advant 
^^K  the  ''divide*'  of  a  great  basin  to  allow  the  < 

^^H  fiftccn-pounders    to    come    forward.      Ther 

^^^^  Battalion  rode  over  the  ridge  down  into  the  I: 

^^^^1  The  Companies  extended  and  charged  in  : 

various  points  on  the  other  side ;  34th,  with 
Agnew,  and  Hall  leading,  galloped  at  a  tei 
kopjes  two  miles  distant  on  our  left  and 
without  opposition.  Two  Mauser  shots  ra 
arrived  at  our  point,  but  no  one  was  seen  i 
no  bullets.  We  found  that  we  were  only  a^ 
four  miles  east  of  Windsor  Castle  Kopje  and 
now  looking  behind  the  scenes  of  our  opera 
24th.    We  held  this  position  all  the  day,  ke 
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mt.     Agnew  climbed  to  the  top  of  an  almost  pre- 

»itoxis  cliff  or  block  berg  and  on  its  summit  he  found 
two  bedsteads^  four  chairs,  and  a  table.  All  bat  two 
duitg  were  thrown  over  the  precipice  and  smashed  to 
pieces.  The  chairs  he  brought  down  for  the  use  of  the 
Koard.  much  to  our  amusement.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
a  fifteen-pounder  and  a  Company  of  Infantry  joined  us 
tod  we  marched  around  to  the  Ficksburg  side  of  Com- 
mando Nek.  In  this  march  Weisberg  and  I  acted  as 
adTance  scouts. 

The  comet  was  about  at  its  best  some  time  after  sunset 
ihat  evening.     It  was  a  beautiful  sight. 

We  started  from  camp,  which  was  on  the  west  end  of  5JJJ^J{5a 
Commando  Nek,  for  Ficksburg  at  7.30  a.m.  Colonel  Mo».ni. 
Aman  rode  with  34th  as  reserve  guard.  At  Zoutkop 
General  Rundle  rode  up  with  his  Sta£F  to  examine  that 
curious  landmark.  Shortly  after  he  took  up  a  position  to 
the  left  of  the  road  and  ordered  the  West  Kents  to  halt 
kr  inspection,  and  after  this  function  had  been  got 
through  we  were  all  ordered  to  march  past  the  General 
at  the  carry.    There  was  not  much  of  34th  left  to  inspect ! 

We  arrived  at  Ficksburg  early  and  camped  in  our  old 
tines. 

Heenan  and  I  were  immediately  warned  for  mounted 
oidesly  duty  at  the  "  orderly-room "  tent.  Wo  had  a 
ggod  deal  to  do.  I  had  the  disagreeable  duty  of  orderly 
Motry  over  some  men  of  other  Companies  who  had  got 
infto  tionble  and  were  to  be  examined  before  the  Colonel. 
Tbm  Colonel  was  very  severe,  for  the  trouble  was  con- 
aicliad  with  neglect  of  duty  on  stable  guard. 

Tbc  nigbts  were  getting  very  cold.  Sjl^ 

There  were  many  rumours  afloat  of  our  leaving  for  uoa^i 
Harrismith  with  General  Bundle. 

The  General  was  busy  inspecting  the  gaol,  the 
oQtposts,  hospital,  camps,  &c. 

Bnlherford,  I  was  told,  had  left  the  Intelligence 
D«{)4rlment,  much  to  the  surprise  of  our  men,  who 
al  bave  a  high  opinion  of  him.    It  was  said  that  he 


448    THE  STORY  OF  THE  34TH  COMPAJ 


:i 


would  iindoubtedly  join  the  Battalion  Staff 
Firman. 

Fowler,  E.  V.  Wilahin,  and  I,  under  Co 
were  warned  for  the  kraal  guard.  We  weni 
kraals  at  sunset.  I  determined  to  sleep  in  tb 
as  it  was  at  night;  the  house  was  too  sta| 
smelling  after  continual  fresh  air.  I 

The  comet  might  still  be  seen  in  the  well 
now  very  faint. 

i 


^ 


t 


CHAPTER  XLir 


MORB   BBANDWATEB  BASIS 


0 


UB  kraal  guard  was  not  relieved  this  morning,  and  jjoi 
we  were  ordered  by  Captain  Wallis  to  remain  at  our  sun<uy. 


post.  Agnew  rode  up  to  say  that  the  Company  was 
Bloving  oat  with  the  Column,  and  that  we  could  not  be 
^sced  from  the  Company.  Captain  Wallis  insisted  that 
ke  could  not  do  without  a  guard,  and  so  we  were  ordered 
to  remain.  I  saw  Ealli  long  enough  to  be  able  to  ask 
him  to  keep  a  diary  of  all  the  movements  of  the  34th 
until  I  should  be  able  to  return  to  the  Company. 


^Tha  foUotifing  u  lh4  copy  oj  a  diary  A«p(  at  my  reque$t  by 
Qmjformi  BmUL    It  follow  t)u  ynovemenU  and  operation*  of  3Ath 
the  Hwu  I  remained  one  of  the  four  Remount  Quardt.     I  got 
from  Salli^  two  weeks  iater^  at  BnndiMi  Cros$ingf  when  the 
r^fe/med  the  Company,  May  126.] 


COBPOBAL    BaLLI'8    DlABT 

Marched  at  8  a.m.  Thirty-fourth  were  advance  guard  ^J^ 
Id  CoxnEnando  Nok,  which  was  held  by  the  Manchester  IvaSii^ 
Bc^ixxKnt. 

Paraded  7.45.   Bear  guard.    Marched  through  General's  JJ^JJ^ 
9mk  to  Brindisi.    Bear  guard  moved  off  at  eleven.    'Wo  ^^ 
vtn  late  getting  into  camp.    Very  cold  day.    Harley's 
Bkigftde  joined  a  port  of  the  Division  here. 

£x  Brindisi  Crossing  of  the  Caledon.     Day  in  camp.  M»yi*. 
Gcoermi  Bundle  came  in  from  Ficksburg. 

Thirty- fourth,  36th,  and  36th  Companies  under  Captain  2??«iii« 
Pott  marched  to  outflank  a  kopje  north  of  Hester's  Vlei.  *m^^ 

aO  m 
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Kemainder  of  mounted  troops  marched  alon 
Transport  moved  at  7  a.m.    We  outflanke< 
in    the    dark ;    practically    no    opposition. 
Remainder    of    troops    then     advanced.       ^ 
Fouriesburg  and  camped  about  midday. 

Marched  at  7  a.m.  up  the  valley  or  bat 
Surrender  Hill,  to  the  Mills.  The  camp  at  ] 
was  left  standing.  Blankets  were  carried  in 
We  met  Boers  at  once  and  fought  all  day.  Cc 
fifteen-pounders  were  very  busy.  Hot  fire.  C 
Boers  and  took  Terahn's  Mill.  Burnt  it.  Boers 
stubbornly.  Cajnped  at  the  Mill.  Several  Bo< 
We  reached  camp  after  dark  having  nearly  Ic 

The  Gun  Section  and  Manchesters  started 
we  did,  and  occupied  ridges  above  the  Mill,  a 
Guards  advanced  along  the  ridges  near  the 
Border. 

Paraded  at  7  a.m.  Marched  and  occu 
Kopje ;  met  little  opposition.  Transport  ad^ 
miles  and  camped  at  Inhoek  Camp.  We  re 
early,  at  noon.  Rest  of  force  under  Bun 
later.  They  had  operated  north-west  of  U8,i 
with  little  opposition. 

Inhoek  Camp.  Stayed  in  camp.  Tents, 
from  Fouriesburg.  Sent  out  strong  picke 
said  that  the  camp  was  to  be  attacked.  N 
made. 

Inhoek  Camp.    Paraded  at  8  a.m.    Loot 

in Hoek.     Thirty-fourth,  35th,  and  36 

drove  off  the  stock.  Boers  sniped  most  of 
ineffectually.  Plenty  of  fowls  and  veget 
second  and  53rd  did  similar  work  in  anot] 

Marched  at  7.45  a.m.  a  short  distance  to " 
Thirty-fourth  was  advance  guard.    Camped 
camp.     Gun    Section    and   twenty  of    tb 
Colonel  Firman  had  started  at  midnight 
farm   there.    Boers    had   left.     Plenty  of 
3  p.m.  we  turned  out  to  clear  the  Boer 
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Thirty-fourth,  35th,  and  the  M.M.I,  were  on  the  right  of 
koj^e.  Fifty-third  and  62nd  and  one  gun  and  the  pom-pom 
were  to  the  left  of  kopje.    We  found  plenty  of  Boers,  who 

filed  on  us,  but  being  outflanked  retired  towards  N ? 

Kek.    We  camped  at  6  p.m. 

Marched  at  9.45.  Thirty-fourth  advance  guard.  We 
vrived  at  Fourieeburg  and  camped  at  the  same  old 
SToond.  At  2  p.m.  the  rear  guard  was  reported  hung  up. 
Thirty-fourth  and  3oth  saddled,  caJitered  about  one  and  a 
Uf  miles,  when  we  found  the  difficulties  over.  Back  to 
evDp  at  Fouriesburg. 

In  camp  at  Fouriesburg.     Thirty-fourth  turned  out  at  M»y 

III  a.m.  to  escort  a  Kaffir  runner  to  the  Caledon  Biver. 
Bb:k  about  2.30  p.m.     There  was  a  little  sniping  of  our 
pickets. 
Marched    at    8  a.m.     Main  body  of   Barley's  17th 
&igade  marched  to  Brindisi.    Camped  at  old  place  above 
Ibe  drift. 
i  In  camp  all  day. 
Paraded  at  8.15.    All  the  mounted  troops,  two  guns,  and 
one  pom-pom  marched  towards  Rooi  Krans.  Thirty-fourth  *■* 
flanked,  seven  on  either  side  of  guns,  about  one  mile  out. 
Two  farms  were  looted.     Lots  of  poultry,   bread,   &c., 
eridently  constantly  in   the  use  of   the  Boers.      There 
vu  slight  opposition  though  a  sniping  fire  was  steadily 
ntuntained  by  the  Dutch.     The  guns  covered  us.    A  few 
ibeep  and  about  ^ty  horses  were  captured  from  under 
&  notes  of  the  enemy.    We  came  in  touch  i^^th  Colonel 
Eomney's  Column.     Back  to  camp  about  4  p.m.    An 
ardllecy  and  ammunition  waggoUi  drawn  by  six  horses, 
c^tued  into  a  donga  on  the  way  back.    No  damage  waa 


[Corporal  RtiUii  Diary  entUd  A«re.] 


■  tTfwting  only  so  far  as  it  throws  a  hght  on  work  that 
I  9m  we  sometimes  called  upon  to  do,  apart  from  their 
I  Gempany.    A  brief  epitome  will  suffice  for  that  purpose. 


Mat  91. 


U&y83. 

B«vttiU«fii 


M«y9S 

R«vflUle 


At  Ficksburs  oar  life  and  work  as  kraal  guard  was  M*yi9-t8. 

aftPtekiMMUv. 
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day  the  South  Wittebergen  country  was  spread  < 
us  across  the  Caledon  like  a  map.    There  were  Ci 
and  Generars  Neks,  Mahnan's  and  Frans  H 
Bool  Krans,  Bambush  Berg,  Bester'a  Ylei,  tfa 
water   Basin,  and  the  Fouriesburg  country,  i 
shadowing    all,    the    landmark    peaks    of   Wi 
We  arrived  at   night  near  Brindisi,  and  far 
viewed   the  camp  of  our  Brigade.     Next  mo: 
25th,  we  had  little  to  do.     All  the  way  we  ha 
nightly  guards  to  do.     A  long  procession  of  Bo* 
with  families,  brought  in  from  the  Brandwa 
passed  us  on  their  way  down  country.     As  i\ 
sight  of  us  the  girls  began  singing  hymns  rat] 
rously;  it  seemed  less  for  spiritual  comfort  t 
The  weather  was  threatening,  and  Corporal  1 
upon  the  brilliant  expedient  of  hiring  a  brar 
from  a  Kaffir  headman.    It  was  very  clean 
Our  rent  was  a  pound  of  sugar.    In   the  e 
landlord  visited  us  with  some  friends,  and  a  v 
us  a  splendid   and    frenzied   war   dance.    \ 
*'chuda,"  Kaffir  beer,  to  be  brought,  and  ai 
passed  very  merrily.     They  were  like  childrei 
simple  conj  uring  tricks  greatly  mystified  them 


The  Kaffik  Boy  am>  iris  Fhibndb. 


Tmk  Cookuocsk  PyyR," 
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WAIililS  had  us  wakened  early  at  our  Kaffir  hut  and  {JJ^  ^ 
told  us  to  pack  our  kits  which  he  would  send  across  sund»y. 
the  river  in  his  Cape  cart.  We  crossed  over  and  found 
oanelves  in  the  d4th  hues  hy  nine  o'clock.  The  Brigade 
ready  for  a  trek,  and  at  9.45  we  all  started  towards 
Fouriesburg.  We  marched  in  column  of  fours,  for  all  the 
heights  overlooking  Bester's  Ylei  were  held  by  General 
BandJe'B  men.  We  arrived  at  Fouriesburg  at  noon,  and 
camped  east  of  the  town.  The  watering-place,  at  the 
bottom  of  a  deep  gorge,  was  very  difficult  of  access*  and 
the  water  became  unfit  for  the  horses.  I  had  been  unable 
to  see  the  comet  since  the  22nd. 

Stable  and  grazing  guards.     In  the  afternoon  it  rained, 
with  considerable  thunder. 
In  the  evening  we  received  orders  to  strike  tents  and 
^■irouacflf  and  to  give  them  up  with  all  kit  valises  and 
^^aperfluous  articles.^      They  were  to  be  packed   on   a 
wi^gon   ready   to  go  out   with  Campbell's  Brigade  to 
Bethlehem  on  the  morrow. 

Nigel  Walker  and  Christy  were  placed  in  charge  of  the 

kit  waggon  for  Bethlehem. 

Baker  was  undergoing   punishment   for  refusing   to 

a  sergeant's  horse.     Thirty-fourth  firing-line  waa 

thin  enough,  without  resorting  to  such  nonsense  to  obtain 


KevoUle  8 


W«  wn  MTV  lo  Mc  oar  kiti  again,  ftod  w*  losl  uunj  jwXnaJbim  and 
little  mementoe*  oving  to  iht  niiMnipDloiu  wa;  in  which  the  liils 
teUt  with  Of)  their  MiiTal  M  Hantenilh, 


A^aju. 
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still  farther  depletion.  A  sergeant  is  allc 
"  batnaan/*  who  is  excused  guards  and  fatigues 
absurd  that  a  non-com.  should  be  allowed,  s 
allows  him,  to  add  personal  services  to  the  dat 
already  overburdened  men  of  the  firing-hne. 
I  was  night  stable  guard  with  Fowler 
Wilshin. 
Km&ua  ^^  rained  heavily  during  the  night,  and  we  we 

to  retain   our  bivouacs  and   tents  until   the 
morning,  when  we  packed  them  on  the  outgoin 
Thirty-fourth   were  ordered,   with    other   C 
to    saddle   and    to    be    ready    to    help    goan 
Campbell's  Column   on    its    way    out    toward 
Kekf    on    the    Bethlehem    Koad.      Thirty-fo' 
divided,    for    rear    guards    into     two     lots — < 
Agnew,  the   other   under    Hall.      Barrington 
connecting-link  with  the  column.     I  was  wit^ 
Five  miles   or  so  out   a   lively   sniping  bega) 
Artillery  was  kept  busy.     At  this  point  the  t 
under  the  west  <the  left)  end  of  a  big  berg,  a| 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  long.    Thirty-fourth! 
as  a  rear  screen  to  a  fiftcon-pounder  and  thfl 
and  altogether  we  were,  practically,  the  real) 
rear  guard.     Barrington   was   now  instructf 
a  high  kopje  two  miles  to  the  right  of  the  i^ 
the  right,  or  at  the  east  end,  of  the  big  bei| 
remained  on  the  road  to  the  left  of  the  berg.  ^ 
very  mysterious  now  occurnid.     Although  tli 
been  traversed  by  succeeding  flank  guards  of 
Column,  and  to  gain  our  kopje  on  the  rij 
galloped  along,   under  it,  without  being  m 
from  somewhere  in  the  heights  of  the  berg  a  t 
was  directed  upon  our  two  guns,  and  two  of 
were  wounded  and  put  out  of  action.     Iramed 
wards   three   or  four  shots  whizzed  into  u 
missing  Fowler  and  Roberts.     Our  fifteen-poi 
few  shells  and  the  sniping  ceased,  yet  no  r 
berg,  for  that  we  were  in  a  position  to  observe. 


c  .X     ^ 
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)«0  galloped  into  the  road  to  our  ^uns,  and  then  we  were 
informed    that    we    must    again    take    the    kopje.    We 
irfaeeJed  about  and  did  it  in  such  quick  time  that  the 
Pom-pom  Section,  not  reahsing   that  it  was  34th  men 
on    the    kopje,   and  taking    us  for  Boers,   turned    the 
fom-pom    on    us    and    fired    twenty-five     shells     into 
u.     By  great  good    luck  no  one   was    hurt,   but    the 
ihcilB  passed    and    exploded    so    close  to    some  of   us 
at  to  scatter  dirt  and  chips  of  stone  over  two  or  three 
of  our  men.     We  were  all  rather  startled  at  this  rather 
loperfiuous  compliment,  and  we  waved  frantically  lest  it 
should  be  repeated.     I  had  a  Times  Weekly  in  my  pocket 
and  I  opened  it  and  waved  it  energetically.     Our  fellows 
fired  a  terrible  volley  of  oaths  at  the  pom-pom  and  aU 
Monging  to  it,  but  in  spite  of  our  superior  range — an 
elegant  range — wo  did  not  notice  that  we  caused  many 
HMwaities  !     Presently  the  column  ahead  was  out  of  sight 
tnd  oar  guns  turned  about  to  retire  on  Fouriesburg.     We 
laeoended  our  kopje,  and  then  found  that  one  of  our  two 
ittacfaed  men  had  fallen  asleep  on  the  top,  and  we  had  to 
kalt  till  he  was  hauled  down.     Our  tempers  by  this  time 
flonly  tried,  nor  were  they  soothed  by  the  fact  that 
we  bad  reached  a  position  near  the  guns  the  saucy 
|uig*pong !  or  tok-kok  I  of  a  sniper  sounded  in  our  rear. 
We  rettinied  to  Fouriesburg  to  6nd  that  our  camp  had 
beea  dxanged  to  a  point  south  of  the  town. 

The  Company  were  now  without  shelter.     The 

torn  to  a  very  stormy  pitch,  and  by  noon  a  great  dust 

ebod  enveloped   the  whole  great  basm  below  us.     The 

iugfa  bergs  about  us  were  all  picketed.    At  one  post  an 

aoitation  fifteen-pounder  had   been  constructed,  trench 

I  %dA  all  complete      Small  patrols  were  sent  out  last  night 

f   liKi  to-day,  but  no  Boers  were  surprised  by  them.     Veldt 

vere  beginning  again,  and  last  night  along  the 

I**i^i'--oorgen  slopes   the  scene  was  the  familiar  one  o£ 
l»t  winter. 

Lq  the  morning  Ralh  took  six  of  us  out  on  an  armed 
k£)d  mounted  wood  fatigue.     We  chopped  down  some  old 


wind   "v  V 
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BevvUlo 
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willow  trees  and  brought  in  a  waggon-load  o 
wood. 

The  morning  broke  exquisitely  clear  and 
before  sunrise  it  was  bitterly  cold.  The 
eflfectually  cleared  the  air.  i 

A  hst,  said  to  be  for  embarkation  orders,  1| 
those  wishing  to  go  home.  ' 

Adjutant  Dixon  came  into  the  lines  with  a  } 
say  that  Bradley  was  so  dangerously  ill  that 
was  not  expected, 

Mnstchin,  General  Bundle's  orderly  and 
man,  came  over  to  say  that  we  should  trek  in  I 
We  accordingly  made  preparations. 

Almost  all   the  night  the  camp  was   b] 
the  big  fires  kept  ahght ;  economy  in   fuel 
to  be  no  object. 

We  were  said  to  number  from  two  to  thi 
troops  in  this  portion  of  the  Division. 

We  started  at  4.45  a.m.     We  rode  out  in 
the  frost.     The  cold  to  our  feet  and  handi 
The  advance  and  rear  guards  were   large, 
going  down    the  great   basin    towards   Su 
where  innumerable  positions  favour  sniping 
Thirty-fourth  were  right  flank  guiwd,  but  as 
flanking  parties  were  numerous  we  had  no 
nor  did  the  enemy  for  some  time  molest  us  n 
the  line.    I  was  one  of  six  under  Agnew  in 
guard.     Fouriesburg   was  evacuated,  and 
that  not  a  family  remained  in  the  town.    B( 
cow-guns  and  fifteen-pounders  were  occasio 
the  advance.     We  had  passed   the  Mill,  i 
where  our  little  party   under  Palmer   ha 
up  on  February  20th,  and  the  conical  ko] 
in    the   nver  and   spruit — every   feature 
printed  on  my  memory  ! 

To  the  north-east,  in  the  distance,  we  hi 
cannonading  of  another  Column,  which  \ 
Campbell's  Brigade. 
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About  eleven  a.m.  we  had  passed  old  Schoenseg  Kopje, 
^■every  yard  was  full  of  memories  now — and  by  noon  had 
arrived  at  Sorrender  Hill.  Here  we  made  a  halt  for  a 
eoi^le  of  hoars,  for  rest  and  food. 

The  advance  pickets  reported  the  enemy  in  the  front, 
ttd  some  of  the  Artillery  went  up  to  the  heights  to  give 
them  a  pounding.  General  Bundle  himself  went  forward 
to  take  a  look  at  the  lie  of  the  country  and  the  positions. 
A  large  body  of  mounted  men  was  assembled,  and  a  long 
dne  of  advance  scouts  was  sent  forward  to  draw  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  We  had  halted  almost  upon  the  great 
heaps  of  burnt  ammunition  and  destroyed  arms^  relics 
d  Prinsloo*s  surrender.  The  men  raked  over  the  tens  of 
AoQsands  of  bullets,  and  by  way  of  souvenirs  picked  out 
%  great  number  of  sofl-nosed,  split-nosed,  and  dum-dum 
brilete. 

The  advanced  scouts  were  fired  upon  at  long  range, 
\nl  the  enemy  did  not  stand,  and  we  saw  the  Boera 
Kuttering  away  on  the  further  ridges  like  rabbits. 
Goaeral  Bundle  then  sent  the  other  Companies  forward 
al  a  gallop,  and  presently,  on  the  road,  the  fresh  ruts  of 
beicg  waggons  were  observed.  Thirty-fourth  were 
ordered  to  try  to  catch  them,  and  we  raced  along  far  in 
boBt  for  some  miles  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  the 
Walker's  Farm  basin,  but  we  saw  nothing  of  the  waggons 
abead,  nor  did  the  enemy  put  in  an  appearance.  We 
Irited  and  remained  as  a  sort  of  advance  outpost  until 
rfte  sunset,  and  then  we  learnt  that  camp  had  been 
lilobed  two  miles  in  the  rear  and  we  trotted  home. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV 

NAAUWPOOBT  NEK  AKD  GOLBBN   Q^ 


jSoi.  rPHE  Imperial  Yeomanry,  mider  Colonel 

fSt^.  o^fc  before  dawn  by  moonlight  and  d 

Walker's   Farm    amphithcatra*     We    mo^ 
silence,  and  no  smoking  was  allowed.    Wi 
the  farm  to  give  the  Infantry  a  chance  to 
to  occupy   the   high   ranges   in  front     8i 
Barrington  rode  on  to  visit  a  farm.     Th 
owner,  an  Englishman  named  Pratt,  up, 
batch  of  bread,  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  1 
a  prisoner  and  brought  into  Walker's  Farm 
showing  a  pass  and  a  penult  to  own  a  rifle- 
produced,  and  the  state  of  it  showed  that  if 
used  for  a  long  time — he  was  released.    As 
daylight  came  we  passed  on  through  the 
road  approaching  Naauwpoort  Nek,  and  af 
a  couple  of  miles  we  could  see  that  Gene 
pickets  held  the  bastions  on  either  side  of  ' 
had  been  told  to  look  out  for  them,  and  to 
on  whom  we  fired.     Campbell's  Brigade  t 
they   left    Fouriesburg,    been    to    Bethlel 
slipped  back  to  occupy  Naauwpoort  Nek. 
in   close  order   with   the   Colonel  leading 
Stores,   in  the  pass,   we  met   a    party  < 
Mounted  Infantry  under  young  Thomeyci 
through  the  Nek,  and  on  the  outside  we 
Campbell's  camp.    Along  the  road  we  ha* 

*  SeeAuKU8i4,  1900. 

iao 
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tracks  which  we  had  followed  the  previous 
flwening,  and  now  we  learnt  that  eleven  waggons  with 
Boer  families  had  yesterday  been  captured.  We  halted 
ioDg  enough  to  get  a  mouthful  to  eat  and  to  compare 
■otos  with  the  Glamorgans.  Their  Bngade  had  had 
SBvere  fighting  through  Retiefs  Nek,  and  had  suffered 
casualties.  They  had  killed  several  Boers,  and  had 
upon  their  graves,  which  had  been  so  hastily  dug 
thai  Gome  of  the  bodies  were  not  completely  covered. 
General  Campbell  presently  rode  back  with  us  as  far  as 
Torbee*  Stores  in  the  pass,  where  we  again  halted  while 
be  wrote  reports  or  despatches  in  his  pocket-book.  Our 
boraes  got  a  good  feed  of  oat  hay  here.  After  a  delay  of 
in  hour  34th  and  d5th  cantered  back  to  Walker's  Farm 
Bawn.  I  was  one  of  the  left  flank  guard  under  Roberts. 
We  found  the  battalion  Convoy  at  Walker's  Farm,  and 
VB  camped,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  there  was  little 
General  Rundle  and  the  main  body  remained  at 
the  camp  of  last  night.  I  was  on  night  guard. 
kits  had  been  left  with  Corporal  Nigel  Walker  and 
at  Bethlehem. 


Walker's  Farm  Basin  is  a  very  rugged  and  picturesque  ^J^ 
locality.  It  is,  so  to  speak,  Nature's  vestibule  to  the  soinuy. 
Saaowpoort  Nek  approach.  At  first  sight  it  seems  to  be 
•  iat  depression  entirely  surrounded  by  almost  precipi- 
kna  bergs  three  or  four  hundred  feet  high  ;  it  is  really  a 
with  a  stream  winding  through  it.  Its  principal 
is  a  balanced  boulder  poised  on  a  stem  of  rock, 
resembles  a  gigantic  mushroom  set  above  the  high 
rline. 

Tbo  people  at  the  farm  were  English,  and  they  had  in 
eUe  large  stores  of  new  bacon  and  ham.  It  would  be 
It  to  say  for  what  market  this  had  been  intended, 
tlie  Imperial  Yeomany  bought  some  of  it.  I  cannot 
If  if  the  store  was  commandeered  or  not ;  it  certainly 
^^U  to  have  been. 

nree  companies  of  mounted  men  under  Colonel  Fir- 
mi  rode  back  to  meet  the  advance  guard  of  General 
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Bundle.  Thirty-fifth  did  picket  duty  and  34U| 
Walker's  Farm.  Thirty-fifth  did  not  retuf 
ordered  to  join  Colonel  Kent's  Column, , 
operating  on  the  right  fiank. 

It  was  a  very  cold  and  windy  night  last 
fine  snow  fell. 

General  Bundle^  with  his  Staff,  passed  ( 
towards  the  Nek  and  returned  later  in  the  i 
the  enemy  were  seen  ;  only  a  few  cannon  she 
all  day.  The  road  we  had  followed  from  F< 
Naauwpoort  Nek  was  the  same  as  that  oux 
Sergeant  Green  bad  followed  last  August. 

Last  night  there  was  an  intensely  hard 
margins  of  the  running  stream  were  froze 
icicles  were  formed  on  the  dripping   ban 
Firman   took  three  companies  of    Imperii 
through  the  Walker's  Farm  gorge  into  the  \ 
beyond,  and  turned  to  the  right  towards  the  r 
Gate  country.     Golden   Gate  is   another  ' 
the  mountain  barriers  lying  south  or  sout 
Naauwpoort  Nek  pass,  but  a  very  much 
difficult,  and  picturesque  one.     Noue  of  our 
ever  attempted  to  pierce  it,  and  even  the 
they  had  transport  with  them,  fought  shy  o 
and  dangerous  road.     General  Bundle  deci 
through  and  to  sweep  up  such  stock  an( 
came  upon. 

Colonel  Firman  directed  34th  to  take 
guard  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ridgei 
pierce.     After  a  while  the  whole  Division 
Walker's  Farm   Basin   and  followed  us. 
Infantry  chmbed  the  ridges  to  our  left  reai 
was   advance   guard,  and    came  into    toi 
enemy,  and  under  a  heavy  fire  took  cover  ii 
Artillery  came   up  and  shelled   the    enet 
positions  in  the  mountains  on  either  hand. 
o'clock  Major  Percival  (Artillery)  asked  for  i 
34tb  to  go  up  to  the  left  heights  with  an 
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bCintry  to  press  forward.  Shafer,  one  of  our  atfcached 
awn,  and  I  were  chosen,  and  we  had  a  climb  of  over  a 
Ihoofland  feet.  I  arrived  on  top  first  and  signalled  the 
Infuifcry  in  the  rear  to  come  forward,  and  I  gave  them 
(he  message  of  the  Major.  Three  or  fonr  miles  farther 
oot,  across  a  gorge,  I  saw  some  herders  driving  o£E  over 
fivB  hundred  sheep.  I  could  only  report  this  to  my  ofi&cer 
biler.  We  descended  and  caught  up  our  Company,  and 
aher  a  little  skirmishing  we  all  camped  at  four  o'clock  at 
Van  Ijyl's  Farm,  about  eight  miles  east  or  south-east  of 
Naoawpoort  Nek,  and  half-way  to  the  Golden  Gate. 

Thirty- fourth,  under  Barrington,  were  ordered  to  ride  .ian«i. 
00$  to  a  hoek  on  our  nght  rear  to  bum  some  gram  at  a  sJOA-m. 
farm.   Infantry  pickets  dotted  the  ridges  around  the  camp. 

Aboat  a  hundred  and  fifty  Boers  were  known  to  be  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  the  hills  were  so  vast  and  the 
boelcB  so  many  that  an  enemy  without  encumbrance,  or 
km  in  number,  could  double  back  in  a  score  of  ways. 

Thirty-fourth,  after  an  hour's  work  in  the  rear,  were 
■dflred  to  a  position  on  the  left,  a  mile  beyond  Van  LyFs 
Farm.  Here  we  off-saddled  for  an  hour  or  two  and  set  a 
picket.  I  was  one  of  the  grazing  guards.  Firing  had  begun 
atcMir  rear,  and  farther  on  to  the  left;  it  was  soon  silenced, 
bat  not  before  oar  Infantry  in  the  rear  had  sustained  one 
or  two  casualties.  An  order  came  suddenly  for  us  to  saddle 
lod  )oin  Colonel  Firman  in  front  and  we  made  a  mad 
pUop  along  the  dank  of  the  huge  column,  and  with  other 
Impenal  Yeomanry  we  galloped  on  for  four  miles  or  so 
thron^h  the  magnificent  canon  or  gorge  of  the  Golden 
It  was  a  memorable  ride  in  remarkable  sur- 
tgs — the  road  was  rough,  as  one  might  expect 
IBbong  such  a  disordered  mass  of  grandeur.  Clifiia. 
boolderB,  rocks — pink,  white,  and  brown — dark  green 
aoontainB  and  hoeks  and  a  blazing  blue  sky  were 
enough  to  form  an  impressive  scene  though  it 
1  80  swiftly  by  us.  Nor  did  we  know  if  the 
ions  being  recorded  in  our  miuds  were  to  be 
poDolQfttod  by  the  Mauser  craok.    At  the  Golden  Gate 
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Farm,  before  we  had  caught  up  Colonel 
Officer  ordered  iis  to  return  to  the  Column, 
about,"   we   were  riding    back  when  we  mt 
Bundle  and  his  Staff.    We  brought  our  rifles  t< 
Colonel  Blair  halted  us  and  inquired  of  Bam 
and  what  we  were  and  where  we  were  going.  ^ 
explained   the   eituation,   and    that  we  were 
Company.     Blair  asked,  '*  But  where  are  the  x 
You  are  not  a  squadron  !  "    Barrington  answtil 
*'  We  were  once,  sir !  '*    It  was  a  simple,  gen 
quite  unpremeditated,  but  it  hit  the  mark  8H 
meant  so  much  to  us — the  little  remnant  t 
twenty  men — the  whole  history  of    a  streB 
Even  the  General  smiled  and  gave  orders  for  1 
join  our  Colonel.     Again  we  galloped  back 
up  Firman  and  soon  emerged  beyond  the  pa6 
tremendous  country  towards  Bethlehem  and 
unfolded  itself  far  below  us.     The  Colonel  t 
outpost  on  a  high  hill  to  the  south  of  the  road 
from  the  pass,  where  we  stayed  all  the  after 
rington.  Hall,  Agnew,  and  Wallis  were  all  wii 
in  the  afternoon  Colonel  Finnan,  from  bel 
heliograph  at  us,  and  Hall,  a  good  hand  a 
read  the  message  and  replied  by  wagging  a  \ 
The  Colonel  told  us,  "  that  the  General  re 
stay  out  all  night  on  the  top  of  the  kopje ' — 
for  we  had  neither  food  nor  covering — *'  bu 
consideration   with  another,  we  might  bui 
make  some  dummies,  and  descend,  and  be  ^ 
picket  to  another  point  later  on ;  we  were  nc 
post  imtil  after  dark."    We  recovered  our 
and  amused  ourselves  by  making  most  elaboi 
Richards  and  one  or  two  others,  who  had  hi 
to  visit  a  farm  some  way  below  our  post,  ht 
one  or  two  old  elephant  guns  of  ancient  n 
pattern,  and  these  we  put  on  our  dummy  8< 
shoulder.     Phillips  had  brought  back  a  nic 
me — there  were  enough  fowls  and  to  spare  1 
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Thirty-foortb  came  into  camp  below  so  late  that  we 
not  put  on  picket  duty,  but  three  of  as,  under 
Corporal  Phillips,  were  warned  for  a  picket  relief  for 
5  a.m.,  which  meant  our  rising  at  about  3.30  a.m. 
Richards,  who  had  been  stable  guard  on  the  third 
,  watch,  bad  very  tboaghtfolly  cooked  us  a  good  hot 
L^nakfast  of  mutton  chops  and  cofifee,  for  which  we 
^MtoB  most  grateful,  for  food  just  then  was  our  prime 
necessity. 

Before  the  break  of  day  I  found  myself  on  first  "  sentry- 
go  "  on  the  side  of  a  httle  kopje  east  of  the  Golden  Gate 
CUQD  outlet.  Immense  hills,  crags  and  difih  rose 
around  us  to  the  west,  south,  and  part  of  the  east.  The 
ridges  were  lower  on  the  north-east  and  they  sloped  up  to 
Uie  heights  on  the  north  side  of  the  Golden  Gate.  I  was 
keeping  a  sharp-look  out,  for  the  country  was  of  a  sort 
that  admitted  of  easy  surprises.  At  the  very  earliest 
rtreak  of  dawn,  before  the  approach  of  light,  I  observed 
objects  moving  on  the  north-eastern  skyline.  I  called 
the  corporal  and,  as  the  light  increased,  we  made  out 
half  a  dozen  Boers  riding  slowly  np  to  the  northern 
heights.  They  were  all  leading  packed  horses.  They 
vmre  out  of  range,  and  there  was  a  probability  of  their 
beizig  only  a  few  of  many.  We  sent  to  Lieutenant 
Barxington  to  report  the  matter,  and  he  told  the  Colonel, 
who  caused  an  Infantry  picket  to  be  despatched  to  the 
sonunit  at  once.  We  watched^  in  the  dayhght,  the  picket 
dimbing  to  the  position.  It  was  an  hour  before  they 
had  reached  it  and,  just  as  we  had  expected,  a  sound  of 
■liping  began  as  soon  as  they  came  upon  the  skyUne. 
We  SAW  them  all  drop  or  run  for  cover,  and  there  was 
■ODD  a  brisk  exchange  of  morning  salutations  going  on. 
Oar  men  now  advanced  on  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
CWtty.  The  Infantry  suffered  one  casualty.  We  were 
vatehiDg  this  little  skirmish  from  over  one  thousand 
feet  below.  It  is  probable  that  the  Boers  had  intended 
to  creep  forward  to  snipe  the  camp.  This  picket 
evtabiished,  there  was  no  further  need  of  oar  own,  and 
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we  presently  received  orders  to  join  the  Battj^ 
was  paraded  for  a  reconnoitring  expedition,    m 
Thirty-fourth  became  advance  guard, and  Color 
6ent  out  six  advance  scouts  under  Edmondston. 
oeeded  along  a  succession  of  great  kopje  ridges  wk 
a  tableland  to  lower  levels,  until  we  had  read: 
five  miles  from  camp  in  a  north-easterly  directic 
of  this  tableland  was  covered  with  scattered 
native  rhododendron  bushes,  such  as  we  had  i 
before  in  all  our  treks.    Edmondston  sent  in  ti 
to  say  tbat  he  could  see  bodies  of  the  enemy  tc 
front,  but  the  Colonel  sent  back  word  to  qbM 
push  on  and  to  keep  a  look-out  for  General  t 
troops,  who  were  in   the   neighbourhood.     It 
apparent  that  the  enemy  held  ridges  to  the 
34th  were  ordered  to  extend  and  advance.     T 
was  broken  and  irregular,  and  Harrington  fire 
a  round  headland  overlooking  a  valley  or  deep 
From  this  point  we  made  a  di£&cult  descent  t< 
level  of  the  basin  and  began  to  gallop  acros 
opposite  ridges  a  mile  distant.    We  got  aboi 
across  it  when  we  saw  to  our  left,  about  f 
hundred  yards  distant,  and  a  little  beyond  tt 
which  we  had  descended,  some  men  driving  a 
over  the  ridge.     They  were  hastening  as  if  i| 
get  out  of  sight.    We  even  halted  and  look 
through  our  glasses,  but  Harrington  forbad 
mount  and  fire  because  he  not  only  thought 
be  Campbcirs  men,  but  he  wished  to  occupy 
position  without  delay.     As  we  galloped  on 
5drd  Company  extend  and  pass  by  the  headla 
we  had  swerved  and  continue  along  the  hei 
or  three  hundred  yards  to  another  and  siuoJ 
or  prominence  when,  at  less  than  fifty  pace 
met  by  a  voUey  from  the  enemy  hidden  a 
We  saw  five  or  six  of  the  53rd  fall  and  th 
for  cover,    A  few  of  them  had  arrived  so 
concealed  enemy  that  they  dismounted  and 
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cover  among  rocks  which  were  affording  the  Boers  a 
hiding-place.  The  enemy  then  turned  a  volley  npon  us, 
as  we  were  concluding  our  gallop  to  the  position  whicli 
Barxington  had  indicated  to  us.  The  range  at  which  we 
leoeived  their  fire  was  quite  one  thousand  yards,  and  we 
were  travelliug  at  fair  pace,  and  none  of  us  was  touched. 
The  Companies  in  rear — the  35th  and  Manchester  Mounted 
Infantry — had  at  once  dismounted  and  poured  in  a  terrible 
&re  into  the  Boer  position,  and  made  it  so  hot  for  the 
enemy  that  they  soon  mounted  and  made  off,  north-east^ 
sheltered  by  a  fall  of  the  ground. 

Thirty-fourth  fully  realised  that  its  little  remnant  had 
had  a  narrow  escape.  Had  we  been  dred  upon  during 
oar  Blow  descent  wc  must  inevitably  have  been  wiped  out, 
and  we  could  only  account  for  the  Boer  restraint  by 
imagining  that  they  desired,  before  they  disclosed  them- 
selves, that  their  cattle  should  reach  cover. 

Oar  Company  had  to  remain  in  the  position  they 
occupied,  which  was  on  the  right  front,  for  many  hours, 
and  though  we  could  observe,  across  the  valley,  that  53rd 
had  suffered,  we  did  not  know  the  particulars  of  the 
easoaltdes  until  toward  evening.  Back  by  the  Golden 
Gate  we  could  see  the  antlike  movement  of  transport 
as  it  debouched  slowly  from  the  pass.  To  our  front  we 
watched  one  or  two  groups  of  ostriches  roaming  about 
to  the  adjacent  valleys. 

It  was  getting  late  in  the  day  when  an  orderly  came 
aeroas  to  tell  us  that  Colonel  Firman  wanted  us. 
Barrington  had  already  ridden  over  for  orders.  We 
questioned  the  messenger  eagerly,  and  he  told  ns  that 
of  the  53rd  Parrish  had  been  shot  through  the  heart, 
B.  Bell  through  the  right  lung ;  Sergeant  Harding  had 
been  shot  in  the  left  knee. 

Hall  led  us  to  the  Colonel.  On  our  way  one  of  the 
bojs  galloped  down  upon  us  and  breathlessly  asked 
if  any  of  us  had  brandy,  and  told  us  that  Harding 
had  fainted  and  was  perhaps  dying.  We  now  learnt  that 
ooly  the  wound  in  his  knee  had  been  discovered  by  his 
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to  seek.  Some  of  them  had  been  brought  i 
lain  scattered  aboat  when  the  grass  of  the  flat 
fire  and  swept  over  everything.  A  few  lost  m 
possessions.  Adjutant  Dixon  and  Lieutenf 
were  the  chief  sufferers.  I  was  glad  my 
elected  to  follow  me  on  this  trek.  I  found  1: 
with  a  happy  sort  of  smile  on  his  face,  by  n 
and  things  ;  by  hook  or  by  crook  he  had  p 
through  the  day's  troubles — all  but  ray  inva 
billy,  that  was  crushed  under  the  falling  wag 
officers'  Cape  cart  with  kit  and  souvenirs  w 
destroyed. 

The  cow-gun  had  also  come  to  grief — one  ol 
had  smashed.  Lieutenant  Evans,  of  the 
Section,  went  to  work  and  constructed  aim 
wheel  out  of  a  broken  waggon.  Five  or  six  i 
had  to  be  made^  with  only  a  big  ase  by  wa 
He  made  a  very  workmanlike  job,  and  thi 
finally  brought  down  in  triumph. 

After  dark  another  grass  fire  sprang  up,  ai 
ordered  out  to  fight  it  with  sacks  or  anythii 
came  handy. 

We  had  only  moved  two  miles  to-day.        ^ 

There  were  no  parade  orders  in  the  mo 
immediately  after  breakfast  twelve  men  we 
from  34th  to  act  as  scouts  or  escort  to  two  o 
were  going  down  the  road  towards  Ross's  Osfe 
We  joined  them  at  ten  o'clock  and  found  th 
small  Infantry  escort  awaiting  our  arrival.  ^ 
out  and  scouted  in  advance  towards  the  ridge 
53rd  had  been  surprised.  Earlier  in  the  m< 
last  night  the  little  eminence  had  been  shel 
fifteen -pounder,  and  some  Boers  had  been  ( 
each  time.  A  good  deal  of  sniping  was  going 
left,  but  not  at  us ;  it  was  our  picket  that 
annoyed,  and  one  of  its  members  was  badl; 
Our  own  advance  scouts,  at  the  directiou  of 
rode  up  close  to  the  offending  ridges  to  the  rig 
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%  thoi  was  fired  at  us.  The  officers  then  inspected  the 
road  to  the  farm  and  we  were  recalled.  At  the  back  or 
net  of  the  farmstead  was  a  narrow  neck,  through  which 
oar  fntnre  road  lay,  and  the  heights  on  the  left  side  of  it 
were  a  part  and  continuation  of  the  tableland  from 
which  those  headlands  of  which  I  spoke  in  regard  to  the 
unlucky  operations  of  June  5th  rose. 

Upon  our  return  to  camp  we  received  starting  orders  for 
2.30  p.m.  Camp  was  to  be  moved  to  beyond  the  oetrioh 
farm,  but  not  more  than  two  and  a  half  miles  eastward. 
Thirty-fourth  were  escort  to  the  Colonel,  and  we  had 
very  little  to  do  except  to  explore  the  farm,  which  was 
deserted.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  good  forage  there 
and  we  gave  our  horses  a  feast.  There  were  also  many 
young  pigs  about,  which  afforded  some  exciting  sport  not 
only  to  onlookers,  but  to  those  hunters  who  were  fond  of 
succulent  pork.  What  was  still  more  interesting  was 
that  smashed  rifles,  relics  from  the  mbbish  heaps  of 
Surrender  Hill,  had  been  brought  here,  and  a  forge 
erected,  to  reconstruct  from  various  unbroken  parts  some 
rifles  that,  if  they  could  not  be  called  new,  were  perhaps 
serviceable  weapons. 

The  Nek  was  not  traversed  without  a  little  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  ubiquitous  sniper,  but  there  were  uo 
casualties. 

Six  men  under  Corporal  Balli  were  sent  back  as  escort 
to  a  waggon  which  was  required  at  a  farm  in  the  right 
retf.  Balli  found,  above  the  farm  and  hidden  under  a 
lodge  of  rock,  thirty-six  sacks  of  oats  of  the  very  best  and 
freshest  quality.  We  all  went  into  camp  at  four  o'clock. 
As  the  Nek  was  very  short  the  camp  was  disposed  on 
either  side  of  it.  The  I.Y.  lines  were  on  the  east  or 
further  side. 

Thirty-fourth  were  rear  guard  and,  contrary  to  the  general  Jj^,  " 
rale,  we  had,  as  rear  guard,  to  be  the  first  about.     We 
packed  up  and  breakfasted  by  moonlight,  and  at  dawn  we 
trotted  back  through  the  Nek  with  the  M.M.I .  and  disposed 
oorselves  in  the  rear,  almost  on  thi 
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Hmdmi. 

RaUi. 

KalMy. 

Roberta. 

Qxnt  Si 

Marriott. 

Weisberg. 

Lieutcnan 

Paparritor. 

WiUhin.  T.  J. 

CampbelL 

PhiUips. 

WilRhin,  E.  V. 

Hunt. 

Riahards. 

^ 

Seventeen  of  whom  rode  in  the  fixing  line. 

Two  attached  men — Shafofi  Evanv. 
Three  attached  servants. 


i 


SpBCXAL    DrVIStOKAL     OrDBBS    by   LnUTBNAKT-GByBBAT 

BuMOLB*  E.O.B.,  K.O.M.Gm  D.8.O.,  Cohuanding  8t] 

HABEXSia 

9^ 

1.  Bit  Leslie  Bmidlo  has  great  satiafaotion  In  publ 
Troops  under  his  Command  the  following  extract  fro 
addressed  to  him  by  Lord  Kitchener : —  _ 

Extract  begins  :  "  Verj  glad  to  bear  of  success  o^ 
movements.  [Stop.]  This  good  work  is  all  the  mor 
such  di£&cult  country  and  with  such  trying  wealk 
ends.  I 

2.  The  Lieut.-Qeneral  Commanding  appoints  Liein 
Eiggell,  Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral,  to  be  Chief  Btaff 
Diyiaion  from  this  date.  • 

By  Order.  j 

{Sd,)        L.  E.  KiGGBLL.  r 

Chief  Staff  0 

8th  Divisi 


^ 


CHAPTER  XLV 

HABBISMITH  TO  CAPE  TOWN 
The  longeei  way  round  is  the  abortesfe  way  home." 

STABLES  and  waiering.  I  drew  a  pass  to  town  and  ^.la 
walked  in  with  Ralli.  who  had  obtained  furlough  So  SIS* 
md  was  going  home  by  private  passage.  I  found  that 
fdrates  without  specially  endorsed  passes  were  refused 
Imch  at  the  hotel.  Meeting  Agnew  he  at  once  endorsed 
nrf  pass  "  for  lunch,"  and  several  of  us  once  more 
en|oyed  a  decent  meal.  We  bought  a  lot  of  new  clothes 
nd  some  groceries. 

The  very  sad  news  of  Bradley's  death  at  Ficksburg,  on 
May  31st,  was  given  us  in  the  afternoon.  Until  his 
ibesB  he  had  ridden  during  our  whole  campaign  in  the 
fizin^  line. 

There  was  now  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  our  Battalion 
was  ordered  home.     Our  saddlery  was  "given  in*'  to-day. 
Ttere  were  promotions   for  those  who  had  decided   to 
at  the  front — Sergeant-Major    Cowan   to  Regi- 
Ltal-Sergeant-Major^  Edwards    to    Saddler-Sergeant, 
Cfiflbid  to  Quarter-Master-Sergeant,  Fowler  to  Quarter- 
Sergeant,  Phillips  to   Sergeant*  and   Paparritor 
to  get  a  berth  in  a  Colonial  corps. 
Every  one  wa&  eager  and  excited  about  the  home*going.  ^<"*  <{• 
We  were  to  give  up  our  horsos.    I  was  sorrowful  about  &jouu. 
my  good,  faithful  pony  Prinsloo;  he  was  Likely  to  go  to 
ilw  M.M.I. ,  but  I  w*as  soon  tremendotisly  relieved  to  &nd 
Ihat  Lieutenant  Hall  had  taken  a  fancy  to  him,  and  was 
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Junetfl. 


June  18. 


pleased  to  seo  him  led  to  the  officers'  1' 
'^'ould  be  well  taken  care  of  by  his  new  mast^ 
and  Hall   were   "staying  out."    My  horse 
been  good  friendB  and   comrades.     He  was 
willing,  and  good-tempered  a  little  horse  as 
man. 

At  6.30  we  all  fell  in  for  a  dinner  at  the 
a  farewell  feast.  Lieut.  Barrington  took  t 
was  vice-chainuan.  There  was  much  good 
wine  going.  It  was  voted  a  great  success 
at  eleven.  Dinner  was  provided  for  thirty 
men,  including  eight  guests.  ; 

Jacoby  and  Meikle,  from  hospital,  had  j 
arrival  at  Harrismith.  Hayward,  another  341 
had  been  away  on  orderly  and  police  duty  sii 
Nek  days,  rejoined  us  to  go  home  with  us. 

A    frosty  morning.      There   were  paradlj 
9  a.m.     Kits  were  to  be  loaded  on  a  wagg 
be  cleaned  and  tidied,  and  we  were  to  fall 
and  bandolier. 

We  got  a  great  "send  off!"  thirty-fourtl 
and  53rd,  marched  past  the  Division  lines  b 
in  columns  of  four.     Every  one  was  out  to  c] 

We  formed  in  line  at  10.30  outside  the 
Eailway  Station  under  Colonel  Firman.  Co 
was  present.  We  awaited  General  Kunc 
arrival  with  his  Staff  we  were  ordered  to  t 
sides  of  a  square.  The  General  made  an  e 
speech,  complimenting  the  11th  and  14th  '. 
their  willing  and  gallant  work.  He  especial 
the  34th  Company  in  connection  with  Majo: 
Lieut.  Boiler.  With  some  feeling  he  sai 
sense,  he  could  not  regret  the  death  of  Dalt 
as  that  brave  man  had  set  an  example  of  sx. 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry  at  the  beginning  o 
service — an  example  the  men  had  striven 

We  cheered  the  General,  and  he  desired 
past  him  into  the  station. 
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We  entrained  amid  luach  cheering  and  the  leave-taking 
of  a  few  good  comrades  who  had  elected  to  stay  behind. 

Onr  campaigning  was  done  with. 

In  lovely  weather  we  steamed  slowly  up  to  Albertina, 
through  Van  Reenan's  Pass,  and  down,  down  the  great 
loops  and  zigzags  into  Natal.  We  saw  the  landmarks 
which  stood  for  so  much  in  the  minds  of  Englishmen  in 
the  itory  of  this  great  struggle  in  South  Africa — Spion 
Kop,  Nicholson's  Nek,  sind  many  others.  Ladysmith 
was  reached  by  sunset,  and  Bulwana  Hill  and  Wagon 
Hill  were  pointed  out  to  us  as  they  will  be  pointed  out 
to  many  generations  to  come. 

We  stayed  in  Ladysmith  for  five  or  six  hours ;  we  got  a 
good  dinner  there,  and  then  we  continued  our  journey  by 
■ight,  northward. 

Sunrise  found  us  at  Hatting  Station,  where  we  break-  Juaaii 
hsted.  We  went  on  our  way  at  10.80  a.m.,  past  New- 
tMtle,  np  the  mountains  once  more,  with  interminable 
bope  and  zigzags,  on  past  Colley*s  grave  with  its  lone 
tree  npon  the  ridge,  up  to  Majuba  Hill  and  through 
Laing's  Nek.  We  gazed  in  silence  at  the  grim  hill 
whoee  name  had  become  so  powerful  a  symbol  in  the 
minds  of  Englishmen.  We  noted  many  graves  both  old 
&nd  new.  There  were  grass  fires  above  and  below.  It 
was  dask  by  the  time  we  reached  Volksrust.  We  slept 
OD  the  platform  of  the  station. 

We  got  away  in  a  hurry,  without  breakfast,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  the  S6th  missed  Mick  the  dog.  Captain 
Poti,  who  commanded  that  Company,  was  much  dis- 
traaood,  and  wired  back  to  ofiTe  r  the  rail  way-guards 
handsome  rewards  if  they  would  bring  him  on.* 

We  passed  through  Standerton,  one  vast  camp,  to 
Elandsfontein,  where  we  remained  the  night  and  where 
Paparritor  left  us  to  join  the  Police. 


Joao  16. 


Bcrtrmm  Pott,  of  Benthun  Hill,  Tatibndg«  Well*,  luM  givoo 
•v  old  flri«Dd  Miofc  ih«  comf ortaUo  bom*  be  datwec  I  ua  Iniormvd : 
^lOok  i»  folag  rtronji.  and  wo&n  m  baiutifol  oollu  liudded  with  Uuuer 
mad  vitb  his  hUtor^  on  U.*' 
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Jane  IS. 


Jane  IT. 


i 


We  were  travelling  in  open  goods  trucks. 

Our  train  steamed  out  of  Elandsfontein 
appearance  of  dawn.  We  crossed  the  Vaal  I 
ward  to  Vereeniging  and  on  to  Kroonatad,  at 
we  arrived  at  4  p.m.  We  had  to  wait  hei 
Kitchener's  special  train  to  pass  ours.  The  C 
in-Chief  was  received  on  the  platform  by  Ge 
Lord  Kitchener  looked  his  every  inch — and  th 
— the  great  commander  that  he  is — large  and 
frame  as  well  as  mind.  He  acknowledged 
with  an  air  of  great  good  nature.  ^ 

Blockhouses  had  been  erected,  and  were  b 
all  along  the  line. 

We  were  to  have  left  Kroonstad  very 
delayed  until  8  a.m.  Fifty-eight  newly  cap! 
were  to  go  down  on  our  train,  and  we  ha 
armed  guards.  The  prisoners  for  the  most  p 
very  miserable  type,  much  inferior  to  anyi 
into  contact  with  before.  Forty  of  them^ 
vaalers,  and  they  looked  like  poor  specimetf 
Crackers.  I  offered  a  little  group  of  them 
rations  and  a  biscuit  or  two.  They  refused, 
contentedly,  *'  Oh,  we  get  plenty  to  eat."  i 
new  state  of  affairs  to  us  men  of  the  "  8tan 
amongst  whom  the  "  loan  "  of  a  biscuit  w 
somewhat  of  a  sacrifice. 

This  is  the  kind  of  Notice  Boards  we  foQ 
the  stations : —  i 

'*  Tbo  Refreshment  Room  and  Bar  are  out  ot  booxu 
and  men. 

8! 

This  refers  to  Teomomy,  Volofiteers,  and  Colonial 
to  ReguloTB. 

Kroonstad.  B^' 

At   sunset  we   reached  Bloemfontein, 
allowed  to  go  into  the  town  to  get  somi 
"Your  town  is  very  quiet,"  I  said  to  an  M 
also  an  Irishman.    He  put  the  back  of  h; 
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-outh  and  loudly  whispered,  "  Ah  thin,  the  Com- 
mandther-in-Chief  is  in  town,  and  they  We  all  gone  home 
with  their  Little  bottle  to-night !  " 

Oar  track  was  so  crowded  that  three  or  four  of  us  JoMia 
alept  on  the  ground,  and  while  we  slept  a  ahonting  engine 
took  oor  train  away.  At  first  we  thought  we  were  left 
behind,  but  a  yard  hand  told  us  the  train  had  stopped  for 
flcdetB  at  the  main  station,  a  mile  beyond.  We  com- 
mandeered a  wheelbarrow  and  hastily  packed  our  blankets 
upon  it  and  started  off  at  a  great  psbce  down  the  line. 
We  found  our  train  and  got  aboard ;  it  did  not  start  for 
two  boors  afterwards. 

To-day  we  passed  many  places  we  remembered  from 
on  march,  last  year,  on  the  way  to  the  front. 

Bj  dark  we  crossed  over  the  Orange  River  into  Norval's 
POni.  We  were  in  Cape  Colony.  What  months  of 
crowded  experiences  were  behind  ns ! 

There  was  a  night  journey  to  Naauwpoort,  and  a  halt  Janow. 
at  that  place.     Then  we  went  on  to  De  Aar,  arriving 
there  at  sundown. 

Mick,  our  truant  dog,  was  sent  on  to  ns  and  arrived 
lo-day. 

We  were  not  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  station  last  night,  '«» 
and  all  day  we  waited  impatiently  for  orders.  Notices 
wen  up  naming  restrictions  as  to  Refreshment  Room  and 
Bar,  and  these  were  a  source  of  much  grumbling  among 
the  men.  It  would  not  have  been  so  if  the  officers  and 
miljtaiy  police  had  refrained  from  airing  their  own 
pivilegeB  before  hungry  and  thirsty  men  just  in  from 
the  front.  Some  of  the  Colonials  resented  it  so  hotly 
that  they  smashed  a  window  over  the  matter. 

The  remnant  of  the  Battalion,  since  our  departure  from 
Harrismith,  had  been  under  the  command  of  Captain- 
Adjutant  Dixon  as  next  in  conunand  after  Colonel 
Finnan. 

LaK)  in  the  afternoon  we  were  ordered  to  go  into  camp 
oo  the  dusty  plain  to  the  east  of  De  Aar  station.  Many 
of  the  Dew  troops  were  camping  there  and  learning  their 


last  81. 


Jams. 
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duties.    Some  men  of  our  Battalion  were" 
outpost  duty,  upon  which  there  was  almost  op 
They  felt   that   they  should  he  no  longer  I 
duties  of  that  kind,  especially  in  a  standing 
that  had  its  own  routine. 

The  new  Yeomanry  held  a  sing-song  rot 
bonfire.     It  was  a  very  dismal  affair. 

De  A&r  Junction  Camp.  Little  to  do  M 
orders  with  what  patience  we  could  comma^ 

There  was  heavy  rain  and  thunder  durioj 
and  some  of  us  got  wet.  This  plcu^e  is  a  baai 
ance.  Many  stores,  detail  camps,  some  6o^ 
and  other  military  odds  and  ends  here. 

Church  Parade,  at  which  there  was  a  faj 
The  young  chaplain  made  a  very  good  and  al 

Our  final  issue  of  new  clothing  was  drawn 
to-day  and  given  out  to  us. 

Orders  were  given  us  to  be  ready  to  entrain 
to-morrow. 

Many  bugles  sounded  reveille.  We  heal 
folds  of  our  cosy  blankets  each  different  ct 
reveille,  Mounted  Infantry  reveille,  Cavalry  ( 
reveilles — we  had  almost  forgotten  them  1 
had  been  all  but  dispensed  with  at  the  £p 
hadn't  to  get  up  for  all  their  clamour.  ^M 

**  For  us  no  more  ahall  brazen  bugles  b3 
Or  busy  Provogt  ply  his  evening  care/ 

With  rather  overdone  complacency  we  cr 
trumpeter's  performance  and  jeered  rudely  a 
yawned  and  turned  over  on  the  hard  groun 
other  side  a  chance,  but  the  parody  begun  i 
verse  being  dreamily  completed  to  somethiu 
and  "  our  envied  kits  to  share  !  " 

During  the  afternoon  we  waited  over  th 
the  station,  and  in  sight  of  so  much  t 
so  many  privileged  drinkers  exercising  th 
our  men  got  hot,  thirsty,  and   annoyed. 
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when  we  did  Btart,  sometime  after  four  o'clock,  came  in 
tor  an  unpleasant  hooting.    It  was  a  regrettable  incident. 

We  travelled  all  night  in  an  open  tnick»  which  was  the  Jouoas. 
roomiest  we  had  yet  had,  forty  feet  by  seven.  Ail  the 
S4tb  and  part  of  35th  travelled  in  it.  The  train  was 
nUher  a  long  one.  We  went  on  all  day,  noting  with  some 
emotion  the  decreasing  number  of  miles  to  Capetown  as 
the  white  posts  sped  by.  Dielfontein,  Bichmond  Road, 
Yiotoiia  Bead,  and  other  stations  were  passed  in  turn. 
Ai  Albert  Road  we  learnt  that  we  were  but  266  miles 
from  Table  Bay  I  In  the  afternoon  we  stopped  a  short 
idiile  at  Matjesfontein,  a  clean,  bright  little  "health 
lesort/'  said  to  have  been  built  by  one  Logan,  a  cricketer. 
Then  Touw  River  was  passed,  and  after  that  we  came  to 
be  edge  of  the  great  African  highlands.  The  mountains 
■bout  us  were  snow-capped.  We  went  down,  for  hours, 
in  the  moonlight,  a  terrific  descent  by  almost  impossible 
loops  and  turns.  The  scene  was  impressive  and  remark- 
able, and  the  men  sat  up  and  watched  the  wonderful 
chang&e  that  presented  themselves  as  we  tamed  and 
twisted  from  point  to  point.  We  arrived  at  Worcester  at 
1^  a.m.,  and  waited  an  hour.  By  dayhght  we  were 
within  fifty  miles  of  Capetown. 

Afl  we  got  nearer  and  nearer  to  Capetown  the  excite-  Jooev. 
meat  seemed  to  increase,  or  else  it  was  that  pent-up 
emotions  had  to  escape.  The  men  stood  up  in  the  trucks 
M  we  sped  along,  with  missiles  in  both  hands ;  tins  of  jam, 
ba^  of  sugar,  loaves  of  bread,  tins  of  preserved  meats, 
Hidines,  cooking-pots,  billies — things  that  on  the  veldt 
had  been  beyond  price — were  used  in  a  merry  war  against 
aajman  who  happened  to  be  walking  by  the  right-of-way. 
It  wae  a  dangerous  game,  but  the  Kaffirs  were  only  too 
Mger  to  play  it,  and  dodged  our  shells  with  wide  and 
ippraeiatiTe  grins,  counting  themselves  lucky  as  they 
made  off,  wonderingly.  with  the  spoils.  Then  cheering 
bigaD.  Capetown  had  heard  it  before  and  knew  what  it 
iD  meant,  and  smiled.  We  were  like  a  lot  of  school 
ckfldno  coming  home  from  a  picnic — but  such  a  pioniol 

32 
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The  train  pulled  up  by  the  dock  aide  at 
We  fell  in  with  rifles,  bandoliers  and  blanl 
Company  by  Company  we  deposited  them  in  a  v 
room.  Then  we  had  oar  Maitland  kits  broug 
How  sad  that  was !  There  were  so  many  sac^ 
and  numbers  staring  at  us,  that  would  never  be 

Our  ship  was  waiting  for  us,  and  a  good  s 
Manchester  Merchant,  of  3,000  tons  registered, 
clean.     Captain  Cronch,  master. 

The  roll  call  of  the  B4th  who  returned  with 
pany  on  board  MancJiester  Merchant  was  as  foil 

Lieutenant  B&rrington,  O.C.  Hayw&rd  Richi 

CompbcU  (Qun  Section)  Jaooby  Weis 

Comer  KelMy  Wila 

Kdmondaion  Marriott  Wila 

Hunt  J 

We  went  aboard  her  and  it  was  given  oi 
should  sail  at  4  p.m. ;  but  we  did  but  weigh  i 
then  steam  a  little  way  into  the  Bay  and  ancho 
was  all  very  smartly  done  and  a  wise  precauti 
plague  was  about,  and  the  authorities  did  not 
tarry  anywhere  in  its  haunts. 


CHAPTER  XLVI 


HOMEWARD   BOUND 


IITK  sailed  at  1.30  p.m.,  slipping  away  to  the  west  and  J^^^ 
'*      north-west,  and  soon  we  were  out  to  sea. 


nftere  is  little  else  to  record ;  voyages  are  much  alike. 
We  had  as  fair  a  one  as  a  homeward-bound  heart  could 
wiflh,  which  is  saying  much  for  it. 

We  travelled  about  300  miles  a  day,  sometimes  a  little 
■kore^  sometimes  less. 

There  were  the  usual  games,  concerts,  sports,  entertain- 
■lents — and  duties.  The  latter  did  not  weigh  very  heavily 
^oa  our  shoulders.  The  doctor  inspected  us  every 
ttofning  in  line.  The  ocean  had  the  same  old,  old  stories 
lo  tell,  by  day  and  by  night,  to  those  who  cared  to  listen, 
and  those  who  did  not,  might  listen  to  fairy  tales,  scarcely 
kn  wonderful,  told  by  proprietors  of  "  crown  and  anchor  " 
•beets,  such  as  "  the  more  you  puts  down  the  more  you 
pickB  np,"  the  tale  of  the  "  lucky  'earts,"  or  the  "poor 
litUe  Kimberley.*'    There  were  sweepstakes  on  the  runs. 

Some  men  learnt  to  stoke,  doing  the  work  and  "paying 
Iheir  footing  "  for  doing  it. 

We  met  steamers  and  overtook  steamers,  and  we  saw 
that  khaki  was  still  the  predominating  freight. 

The  bagler's  hps  became  sore,  and  reveille  was  often 
dslayed  in  consequence ! 

In  the  early  morning,  on  July  6th,  we  crossed  the 
•qofttor;  we  were  saying  farewell  to  the  Southern  Cross, 
SDd  preparing  to  greet  the  North  Star. 

On  July  9th  we  passed  in  sight  of  Cape  Verde.  By 
midday  on  the  12th  we  were  among  the  Cacariee,  snd 


Jolyia 


July  29. 


July  86. 


484    THE  STORY  OF  THE  34th  COMPAMj 

saw  Teneriffe  far  to  the  east.  At  6  p.m.  we  ai 
Las  Palmas,  almost  alongside  a  French  cruis^ 
were  just  in  time  to  hear  the  band  play  the  Ih 
for  the  officers*  mess.  Our  ship  took  aboard  a  ] 
vegetables  and  fruit,  and  again  we  weighed  a 
put  to  sea.     By  morning  we  were  far  on  our  w 

On  July  17th  we  sighted  many  steamers  froi 
of  reveille,  on,  and  we  knew  there  was  not  far 
the  afternoon   we  sighted  land,  the  twinkhn 
France.    At  4  p.m.  we  were  off  Ushant. 

Sunrise  of  July  Idth  showed  us  England.    £ 
pilot.     How  lovely  the  dear  old  coasts  looked  I 
onfringed  with  spitting  Mausers,  were  before  m 
sunshine  and  calm.     The  very  sea  was  still  as 
as  if  to  bid  us  welcome  from  the  haunts  of  Wa 

We  anchored  for  a  while  on  the  edge  of  So 
Water  for  inspection.  We  shouldered  kits  f 
time,  and  brought  all  our  belongings  on  deck, 
about  noon,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  were  whi 
train  to  Hounslow  Barracks,  and  there,  wi 
delay  as  possible,  we  were  dismissed  for  the  ni 

On  July  19th  34th  and  35th,  all  that  wer 
entertained  at  lunch  by  the  Middlesex  County 
Colonel  Mitford  presided.   There  were  speeche 

On  July  26th  we  assembled,  with  many  ol 
who  had  come  home  before  us,  at  Wellingtc 
The  weather  was  vei7  wet  and  thunderyi^ 
somewhat  as  the  morning  passed.  ' 

A  coUection  was  there  made  among  the 
brass  to  be  erected  in  memory  of  Trooper  Bo 
so  heroically  gave  up  his  life  at  Maperi  Spruit 

We  presently  marched  with  many  other  C 
the  Horse  Guards'  Parade,  where,  dming  a  fu: 
lasted  nearly  three  hours,  three  thoussuid  retui 
Yeomen  received  their  medals  at  the  hands  of 

the  King.  y 

God  save  the  King  I        | 

Funs.  - 
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APPENDIX    I 
LIST    OP    CAMPS 

LIST  of  Campa  oooapled  by  34th  Oo.  I.  Y.  during  its  campaign  (1900- 
1901).  from  the  date  of  disembarking  at  Oapo  Town.  Maroh  38^  1900, 
lo  Um  d&t«  of  it«  refenm  there  on  its  homeward  journey,  June  26,  1901. 

Tb«  particulars  giren  indicate  the  place  where  the  night  of  any  parts- 
eolar  day  was  speut.  VMierever  and  whenever  the  Company  was  divided 
H  ia  stated.  The  approximate  numbor  of  miles  wMoh  our  brigade  convoy 
or  main  body  marched  to  reach  the  camp«  is  stated.  These  distances  do 
BoC  Isclada  the  extra  milea  an  outer  guard  would  travel  in  its  indirect, 
almost  xigng  oouroes.  nor  is  any  account  taken  of  patrols, 
loes,  special  convoy  guards,  &c.  It  is  difficult  to  compute  tha 
lolal  dictanoo  ridden  on  active  $^rvic4  by  the  firing-line,  but  it  is  almotl 
Mrtaia  that  five  thousand  miles  is  well  within  the  mark.  Joomeys  on 
ttmkzu  and  standing  camps  are  also  indicated, 

*nMao  notes  and  observations  were  taken  in  diary  form  from  day  to  day, 
SB  tfsk  and  in  camp,  a^  opportunity  allowod,  and  are  subject  to  an 
tesxaetnssi  of  direction  and  distance  of  not  great  importoncd.  As  thstt 
is  so  aocuivte  topographical  authority  or  exact  map  with  which  to 
MHfAM  or  ehook,  the  notes  are  given  almost  in  onoorrootod  state.  An 
yil^tintj  map  has  been  constructed  from  Ibeae  notes. 


23' 


Maitland  Camp Standing  Camp. 

On   train,    Qp-oountry.  towards 

Norval's  Pont Train. 

Norm's  Pont Gamp. 

Prior's       SOmilM. 

Bpringfontoin 12  milaa. 

Kopje  Kraal  Camp  . .         . .  7  milos. 

Jsgeralontein  Rood        .  •        . .  7  milsa. 

Edenburg 82  mUss. 

Bothanio 13  to  15  mils*. 

lUf&r'sUlTor       10  milaa. 
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No.  of                                                                ^^B 

ignn.   camp 

1 

10. 

&U7      1    Ferrelm'i  Siding  (Pandiae)..    Iffi 

u. 

n  f  Pawed  througb  Blotimfontein  to)   . 
*  I      Btwhman'a  Kop                      ..f£ 

la. 

„       a    Watorworks  (Bloomlontein)      . .  S 

IS. 

4    Camp  OQ  road  to  Thabo  M'ohu. .  | 

11. 

.,        6 

■ 

and 
6 

M         6 

ThahaN'ohu        H 

B«ot.  III.,  34  Co.,  under  Lieut. 

Brune.     waa     here    BOparatod 

from  the  roet  of  the  Company 

to  become  Gcnoral    Bundle's 

Efioort.    The  rest  of  tho  Com- 

pany  joined    Genoral    Boyes' 
Brigade,    and    made    several 

rooonnaissancea   in  tho  direc- 

tions of  Ladybrond.   Ahnun's 

Kmal,     Loeuwfoulein,     Par- 

dovlei,     Ac,     under      Major 

Dalbiac,    until     wo     (fieotion 

to 

Q 

III.)  rejoined  them  on  May  12  ■ 

ThaUN'ohu        m 

15. 

„      10 

and 

11 

1 

Eden         ■ 

^ 

16. 

..      12 1 

Oenoral  Boyes'  Camp,  North  of     . 
Effvut * 

IT. 

,>      13    Oeneral  Boyes*  Main  Camp      ..     S 

18. 

..      14    Camp  ueac  Brand's  Driit          . .     6 

19. 

,.     15    Camp         6 

ao. 

„      16    Gamp         H 

SI. 

M      17) 

to     Hester's  Flat        A 

21 ) 

S3. 

..      22 

Night  march  from  Bostcr'a  Flat  |^  , 
through  Gibson's  Farm  to    .,  i 

and 

28 

Mexico       

Beldban,  near  Zuiferqoil.   (Itook 
despatches  to  Ferreira  Farm.     1 
See  Map)           

ss. 

..      84- 

9ft. 

n    as 

to     Bnnekal 3 

SO 

SB. 

,t      31     Camp  south  o£  Senekal  . .         . .     S 

36. 

Juno      1    Near  Hibemia 1 

37. 

M          2 

to     Klip  Nek i 

12 

38. 

..      18 

to 

Middlesex  Kopje 

16 

J 

1 
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No.  of 

^^H 

ISiCk     C*mp. 

^^^^H 

t». 

June 

16    Hammonia           6  or  7  miles.                        ^^^^^| 

SO. 

SI 

17 

~^^^^H 

^^ 

k) 

Fioksburg 10  to  13  miles.                     ^^^^H 

^^H 

as, 

^^^^^1 

^ 

** 

24 

Night  March  through  H&mmonia 
to  Klip  Nek 

18  mlliw.                             ^^^1 

^^      n. . 

•• 

July 

35 
to 
13 

KUp  Nek  Camp 

^1 

^B 

«i 

18    Klip  Nek  to  Boer  Luger  E.     . .     9  mllM.                                ^^^H 

^^ 

II 

14     Boer  Laager  to  fre&b  aite          . .     }  mite.                                  ^^^^^| 

1          *** 

»• 

15    Boor  Laager  to  Croeh  site          . .     }  mile.                                  ^^^^^| 

^K 

II 

16)                                                                                                  __^^^M 
to  [  Camp  E 4  miles.                        ^^^^^^H 

(On    18th  July.  RoUcr   took  18                                         ^^^^^H 

r      ^' 

men  to  Senokal,  and  returned                                                   ^^^^^H 

on  July                                                                                       ^^^H 

,Q    Same    camp    as    18ih,   for    our                                                ^^^^^| 

•eotion ^^^H 

^^p 

II 

M 

•1 

and    Hammonia           ?  13  or  14  milea.                    ^^^^^| 

»T. 

•• 

33    WiUowGraogo Smiles.                       ^^^^^^1 

S8. 

,, 

33    East  of  Willow  Q  range  3  miles    3  miloa.                      ^^^^^^^H 

». 

ti 

31    Change  of  ftite |  mile.                        ^^^^^^| 

Night  &Urcb  through  Fioksburg 

^^^^^H 

40. 

II 

35- 

riaiu    (to  within   3  miles  of 
Ficksliurg),  through  Commando 
Nuk,  lo  GordoB  Form. . 

Abonl  16  milea.                 ^^^| 

41. 

II 

36     Fourieaburg         ISmilas.                              ^^^^H 

43. 

■1 

37    SnxUeaeast         BmUoa.                              ^^^H 

43 

II 

88    Sohoense^  Kopjo 7  milos.                                ^^^^H 

4ft. 

and  V  Surrender  Hill  Slaap  Knuis     . .     3  miles.                                ^^^^H 
(IwasatFouriasburgwith  Lieut.                                             ^^^^H 

Newnham's  Prisoners'  Ouvd                                                ^^^^^| 

on  July  aa)                                                         ^^^^1 

^       «. 

M 

8'  1  ^"^'z^L  i^™-!^  n « »»-         ^M 

The  followiog  camps  (Aug.  1  to  6)                                                ^^^^^H 
are   those    of    Setgt.  Groen's                                                ^^^^^H 

Prisoners'  Guard,  of  which  I                                               ^^^^^H 

wM  a  member,  from  Surrender                                            ^^^^^H 

HiUto&labbert'sNekandbaok,                                                 ^^H 

Aug. 

^ 

on  to  Uarrismith.    The  main                                                 ^^^^^| 

body  of    the    34  tb    Company                                                 ^^^H 

m*rehed    about  34   hours  in                                                 ^^^^^| 

advance  of  ut,  from  Surrender                                                    ^^^^^| 

Hill  to  Uarrismith, which  place                                                    ^^^^^| 

thay  reached  on  Aug.  C,  and                                                ^^^^^| 

1 

w«  on  Aug.  7.                                                                      ^^^^H 

Soboenaeg  Eopjs 

Through    Fourietborg    to   near)  ,, 

aiabhert'a  Nek  ..         ..f*' 

Back    bhrouffb    Pouriefiburg    to] 

BUokwoodfi— De    la    Harpers  I  l( 

Farm ) 

Naauwpoort    Nek    Camp,    past)   a, 

Surrender  HUl           . .         .  • ) 
Groondroju  Farm            . .         . .     IS 
Klerkfcpruit  Al 

Camp    3    milas    Qortb-wost    of)    .1 
HarrUmith        j      ' 

Mill  River  Camp IS 

0«orgina  (Liant.  Newnham's 
Long  Hide,  a  Roconnaiaaanoo) 

Through  Viokne«t  and  hack 
aou^-cast,  and  again  hack 
near  Vinknest  to  Brigade 
Camp,  we  had  met  (he  Brigade 
on  the  march. 

Lieut.    Newnham's    Reoonnais-)  „f 
aaace,  tola! ) 

Bouth-eaBtem  preoinotB  of  Baitx    2*1 


6a. 

It 

36 

6S. 

tl 

36 

M. 

•t 

37) 

to 

99 

es.  • 

It 

30 
to 

Sept. 

3^ 

Town  of  Beits  (west)      . . 

LoaTO  Reita  towarda  Vrede 
Encircling  March  to  Wilge  Kiver 

Camp  eastward  near  Wilgo  Rivor 

Ride  towards  Vrede  under  Wynd-. 
ham  Quin.  Twenty  of  us, 
under  Newnbam,  rode  into 
Vrede  Town,  and  afterwards 
tha  wbule  of  Wyndham  Quin 'a 
party  camped  6  miles  south- 
weat  of  Vrede  . . 

Betomed  to  WiJge  River,  where) 
the  Brigade  Camp  had  re-l' 
mained . . ) 

North-east  (a  march)     . . 

Woodaide  Store  byXieeuw  Kop 


Vrede 


Vrodo.     Change  site  of  Camp  . . 
(There  wore  aereral   important 

reconnaissances    during    thii 

stay  at  Vrode.) 


Reitx,  trekked  Along  by  Beth- 
lehem ReitB  Telegraph  line. . 

Trokkod  sonth-eoet  tovivrds  Plat- ) 
berg,  on  *'a  right-hand  roodl  IS 
towards  H&rrismitb    . .  , .  | 

Goorgina  Storo.  trekking  south- 
eaAt        


Trek  back  3  miles  beyond  Georgina    IC 
Trek  west  towards  Bethlehem  . .     A1 


A.N.M 

1ST. 
IS8. 


17/ 

18 

19' 


Trek  on  8onokal  Koad  to  camp,  in 
aight  of  Slftbbert.*B  Nek 

Trek  past  Necnuno  Nek  to  6 
milefl  the  other  side  towards 
the  Senekal  bergs,  not  far  from 
Witkop 

Passed  under  west  side  of  Witkop 
in  a  Boubb-west  direction 

Hammoniai  vid  Middlesex  Kopje  |  At 
Fioksburg At 


After  going  to  Hammonia  and 
resting  from  afternoon  till 
midnight,  we  made  a  Night 
March  through  Klip  Nek  to 
Uibemia.  destroyed  the  mill 
in  early  morning  (13th).  re- 
turned to  Klip  Nek  for  roat ; 
then 

Betumed  from  Klip  Nek  to 
Fick&burg,  remaining  at  flolca- 
burg        

All  Night  March,  past  Zout  Hop,  ^ 
through  Gommando  Nc'k 

Camp  Bome  6  or  6  miles  south 
west  of  Fourieaburg    . . 

We  passed  to  the  left  fwest)  ofV 
Fouriesbmrg  towards  tne  north  I 
to  Steyn's  Mill,  and  destroyed  i 
it.  and  returned  to  camp  In  I 
Fourieaburg ' 


T( 


APPENDIX  11 


BOSTER  A17D  RECORD  OF  TB£  84tb  00MPA1V1 


Very  few  of  the  iwrticuUrs  hero  given  ftro  from  official 
records ;  tbcy  ore  for  the  most  part  from  personal  memorandi 
vationfl  of  the  author.  Much  caro  has  been  taken  to  arrive  t 
and  it  is  hoped  that  errors  are  neither  of  importance  nor  manj 

AbbrmfiatioHs, — Some  abbreviatious  have  been  used  which 
nlf-exphinatory.  *'F.  Sect.  UI/II."  means  that  the  man  fli 
to  Section  III.,  but  that  at  the  rearrangement  of  the  Company 
he  became  a  member  of  Section  II.,  and  so  on.  **  Co."  somet 
for  "  County."  The  rank  after  each  name  is  that  given  at  Kj 
■iter  Gnlistmcnt. 


I 


6346  Agn««,  Herman  M.,  Tpr..  F.  Sect,  m/n.,  bod  of  T. 

Esq.,  Bank  of  England,  Liverpool. 

Lanco-Corpl.,  April,  1900.  t  Wounded  at  Senekal,  M 
Took  enterio.  Juno,  1900.  Rejoined  Company  at  Harr 
31, 1900.  Lance-Sergt.  and  Acting-Sergt.  from  November, 
13,  1901.  Sergeant  of  AtUcbed  Kogulara,  Feb.,  1901. 
at  Fickflburg,  March  fi,  1901.  Dysontcry  at  Masera,  ] 
April  15.  Returned  to  Ficksburg.  Lord  Roberta's  Lis 
mendations  for  Meritorious  Services  dated  Sept.  i, 
tinguishod  Conduct  Medal,  Gazette,  Sept.  37,  1901.  i 
action  at  Twoefontein.  Dec.  35,  1901. 

6364  IjidersoQ,  W.   M^  Tpr..   F.  Sect.   II/I.,  Ch&ring  Or< 
London. 

Attached  to  Military  Police  with   17th  Brigade.    Ai 
perienoe.    Left  Company  for  home  at  Uarrismith,  Nov., 

6411  Anthony,  W.  0.,  Tpr.,  180,  Stanhope  Street,  Hampsteai' 
Officers"  Servant,  not  in  Firing  Line.    Finally  Borringl 
and  came  home  with  him  and  remnant  of  Company  on  m 
MerehanU  July  18.  1901.     Old  Regular. 

6265  Baker,  0.  H.,  Tpr.,  31,  Manor  Park,  Lee,  Kent. 

Loft  LU  at  Klip  Drift,  June,  1900.    Rejoined  at  Han 
39, 1900.     Left  Company  at  Fouricsburg,  May  37, 190UJ 

6367  Banks,  J^  Tpr.,  Belmont.  Kendal. 

t  Severely  Wtmndcd  at  Middlosox  Kopje,  Klip  Nek,  J 
Lung  wound.    Invalided  homo. 
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am  lAiriii^toii,  Hon.  Rnpert  E.  S^  Tpr..  F.  Seot.  myU..  40,  HArrington 
Oftrdens,  London,  8.W. 

ObUinod  Comoiiaeion,  Dee.  1,  1900.  Oune  homo  In  ootninand  of 
CozDp&n]r  on  bc«rd  ss.  Manehmt^  Mirchanl,  July  IS,  1901.  Re- 
linqoiahed  Commiaaion,  Aug.  28  (0*Mtte),  1001.  Rotumod  to  South 
Alrio*  with  Coxniniuion  in  South  Afrioui  Conatabuluy*  Jan.  16, 
1903. 

eaS3  Barton,  F.  W^  Tpr.,  P.  Sect.  HI/II.,  Lyneroft,  WaUiogion. 

Gorpl.  Kxiightsbrid^a  Barracks,  Feb.,  1900.  Ill  April.  1900.  Re- 
joinod  June,  1900.  f  ^'oumUd,  sbouldcr  and  leg,  Bethlehoin.  Sopt. 
fiS,  1900.    InvaLidod  homo.    Old  Middloaex  Co.  Yeoman. 

4SB6  Bill,  Om  Tpr..  F.  Seot.  n.'I.,  124.  Holland  Btroeb,  Olaagow. 
Loft  Company  ill  near  Willow  Grange.  July  33, 1900. 

OOS  Bloimt,C.  V^Tpr.,  P.  Sect.  UIH.,  eon  of  Mn.  Blount  and  the 
bleOapt.  Blount,  R.N.,  Melrose.  Fontenoy  Road.  BaUiam,  S.W. 

Left  ill  at  Roitfl.  Deo.  7,  1900.     Rejoined  at  Rolts.  Jan.  17.  1901. 
I>ft  ill  at  Elands  River  Bridge,  Jan.  34.  1901.     »f<  Died  at  Moot 
Biver  of  enteric.  Feb.  16, 1901. 
Blyih,  W.  En  Tpr..  F.  Boct.  Ill/n.,  son  of  E.  K.  Blyth,  Esq..  G. 
B«H^  Hill.  Hampstoad. 

Oaptored  4t  Benekal.  May  35,  1900.  Reloaaed  Aug.  28, 1900.  B«- 
joUMd  Company  at  Bethlehem,  Sept.  25,  1900.  holt  ill  at  Winburg, 
Dm.  24,  1900.  4<  Died  of  oaterio  at  Winburg,  Jan.  13,  1901. 
Experience  in  United  States  5  years,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and 
South  Africa.     Had  been  a  Sergeant  in  a  Volunteer  Corpa. 

Sa64  Bou^hton,  J.  C,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  I/I.,  son  of  Charles  Boughton.  Esq.. 

Netherlaodfl,  TtUington,  Potworth.  Sussex. 
Col.  Hitford's  orderly  at  Qen.  Rundle's  headquarters.    Aitorwards 

at  L  Y.  Stores  at  Harrismith.     Rejoined  Company  at  Harrlsmitb, 

Deo.  2, 1900.    4*  Drowned  at  Clocolan  in  Mapori  River,  April  3, 1901, 

trying  to  save  the  life  of  Ecnoard,  of  36th  Company,  who  was  also 

drowned.    Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 
6909  Bttver,  B.,  Shoeing  Smith,  F.  Sect.  IV/I.,  The  Firs,  Farleigh  Road. 

Stoke  Newington. 
Kode  in  Firing  Lino   intermittently.     Left  Company  with   Capt. 

Bmne  as  his  aer^-ant  at  Glands  River  Bridge.  Jan.  25,  1901. 

em  Bradley,  B.  A.,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  l/I.,  brother  of  Measrs.  Bradley.  81, 

Charlotte  Street.  Fitsroy  Square,  London,  W. 
Went  through  the  whole  campaign  in  Firing  Line.    »{*  Died  of 
ooterio  at  Fickshurg,  May  31,  1901.    Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 

Buntl.  Qr.-Mstr.  and  Hon.  Liout.  (Battalion  Staff). 

Loft  the  battalion  early.    Formerly  In  Ut  Life  Ouatda. 

■nM»  B.  B.  PridMU,  Oleotorr,  Bidoford,  N.  D«too. 

Ltoafc.  of  Section  III.,  84th  Company.  Jon.  36,  1000.  Army  List 
dale,  Feb.  3.  1900.  On  General  Boyet'  Staff  from  May  18  to  May  26. 
1900.  Promoted  Captain.  Siok  leave  from  Aoguat  11  to  Sept.  3A.  1900. 
Aids  lo  Gooeeal  Boyes,  Dec.  33. 1900.  Went  homo  Jan.  24. 1901.  from 
Bkada  River  Bridge.     Formerly  Lieut.  6th  Dragoons  (InnisJuUing}. 
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6968  BoAbnry,  0^  Tpr..  88,  Netherwood  Road,  Remington,  ^ 
Left  Company  at  beginning  of    tho  campaign  at  Bl 
May,  1000.    Old  Middlesex  Go.  Yeoman. 

6301  Bnrpowi,   JL    B.,   Corpl.  F.    Soct.    IIjI.,    40,    StraU 

WestminBtor. 

Scrgt.  inc«  Shelli,  May  3fi,  1900.    Left  Company  at  end  r 
near  Ladybrand  (3  iiiilcs),  March  30, 3901.   Old  MiddJasex  < 

6344  CaldWAll,   J.   B.,    Tpr.,    F.    8ect.    lyT.,    60,    Fairholn 
Kensington. 

Invalided  at  Harrianuth  (or  home,  Dec.,  1900. 
I.  Y.  Remount  Dept. 

4355  OMBpb«U,  H.  J.,  Tpr.,  Oun  Section,  **  Forester'g 
N.  Walei. 

Promoted  Corpl.,  April,  1901.  Returned  with  Comj 
n.  Maneheattr  Merchant,  July  18,  1901. 

4341  Cumy,  H*,  Tpr.,  Gon  Section,  29,  Cresoont  Road,  Wool 
Corpl.  Gun  Section  vsr^s  Hall.     Sorgt.  Oun  Bootion  vie 
ill  at  Warringh&m  Btoro.     Experience  aa  Signaller  and 
iiiflea.     In  Woolwioh  Araonal. 

6349  Cholmetey,    Hu^,    Tpr..    F.    Sect.    I/I.,  16,   Stanht 
London,  8.W. 

Invalided  at  Harriamlth  for  home,  Deo.,  1900.  1 
Ceylon,  Assam,  &c. 

6278  Christy,   Duncan  F.,  Tpr.,   F.    Sect.  I/L,    1, 
Mansions,  W.  HampBtoad. 
Left  ill  at  Harrismith,  Dec.,  1900.     Rejoined 
1901.     Detached  to  Willow  Grange  Farm  Camp.     Lc 
cfaargo  of  kits  at  Fouriosburg,  May  37,  1901.    Came  hon 
vid    Botblehem,    July,    1901.    Experience    in    Austra 
Ro-enliBtod  in  Veteran  Corps.    Oommission  in  South  A 

6342  ClifTord,  H.  E.,  Tpr,  Rectory  Farm,  Bourton-on-Hi^ 
Marsh,  Gluucestershire.  i 

Orderly  to  General  Boyos.  Staff.  Rejoined  rann 
Kov.  S9,  1900.  Left  Ul  at  Ficksburg,  March,  1901.  R^ 
at  Ficksburg,  May,  1901.  Remained  at  Harrismith,; 
join  New  I.  Y.  as  Qr.-MBtr.-Scrgt.  Survived  Twoetf 
mended  in  Lord  Kitchener's  despatch,  June  23,  1908 

6343  Corner,  WilUam,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect,  m/n.,  Wellington,  ( 

Remained  with  Company  and  returned  with  Oomptf 
Mtmchmtir  Mvrdumty  July  18,  1901.  Ezporionco  o^ 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

344  Cowan,  C.  J^  Qr.-Mstr.-Bergt.-Major,  10,  Wickham  I 
Compy.-Sorgt. -Major  vic€  Holler,  May  25.  1900.  - 
at  Vrodo  for  Standorton,  Aug.,  1900.  H«tumod  I 
Bethlehem,  Sept.  25,  1900.  Remained  at  Harrismii 
L  Y.  as  Regt..8ergt..Maior.  June.  1901.  Befcnmt 
Aug.,  1901.  Gaaetted  Tempry.-Lieut.,  Jan.  31,  1901 
Dragoon. 
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6872  OMig,  Tpr.,  A..  17,  Orftzid  Parade.  Patney,  S.W. 

Ho  informAiion.  Mot  in  Firing  liine  of  Oompany  34.  Old 
Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 
DaJbiac,  Henry  Bkctley,  Old  Family  Seat  at  Dnrrington.  near  Worthing. 
Capt.  SithCompanyfromJau.  S6, 1900(QaEOtte).  ^^  KUled  in  action 
at  Beneka].  May  09.  1900.  Late  Major  Royal  ArtUlcry,  18T1  to  1888. 
Egyptian  Campedgn,  168S.  Distinguished  himself  and  wan  wounded 
at  BatUe  of  Tel-el-Kebir.  Medals  and  Orders :  Medjidie  4th  Clan, 
Kf^yptian  with  Clasp  (Tel-el-Kebir)  and  Star. 

DAlgettf,    P.  J^   Adjutant  at  Maitland  Gamp.     Lookerley  Hall,  near 
Bomaey,  Hants. 

Adjutant  Uib  Battalion  I.  Y..  Feb.  10.  1900.  Invalided  home 
Btiffering  from  blood -poiBoning  at  Winburg,  May  16,  1900.  Lato 
Capt.  I5th  HuAsars.  March  26.  1B94. 

0874  D^Ttmrtu  t.  H^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  ni/U..  43.  Warwick  Road,  Ealing. 

Left  Company  at  Harriflnith,  Nov.,  1900.  Became  detail  at 
Bethlebom  till  June,  1901.  Experionoe  in  South  African  Conatabulary, 
Anstratia,  Canada,  and  other  parts  of  tbo  world. 

Mrs  DailMf   H.   Price,   Tpr.,   F.   Sect.   rV/II.,  ?,  Loinster  Manftions, 
Frognal,  Pinobley  Road.  N. 

Left  Company  ill  at  Fourieaburg,  Aug.  S,  1900.  Rejoined  in  South 
African  Police.     Ezperienoe  in  Canadian  Police. 

4^43  Dajr,  H.  H*,  Tpr.,  Gun  Section.  11.  Vere  Street.  London,  W. 

EafoUed  in  Qun  Section.     Transferred  to  Company  34th  at  Klip 
Drift.     Left  Company  ill  December,  1900.     Became  detail  at  Betb- 
nntil  June,  1901. 

lease,  H.  8^  Tpr..  con  of  Col.  Geo.  Deane.  13th  Bengal  Cavalry. 
•!«  Killed  in  action  at  Senekal,  May  35,  1900. 

■Mtt,  Lieut.  Lord.  Stony  Middluton.  Sheffield. 

Lieut.  Sect.  IV.,  34th  Company,  at  Knightebridge  (Army  List,  Feb. 
a,  1900).  Loft  34tb  Company  ill  at  Bloemlontein.  May.  1900. 
St^oined  Battalion  ae  Capt.  of  96th  Company  at  Harriamith,  Aog. 
1900.  t  Woundtd  in  log  at  ComoUs  River,  Nov.  30,  1900,  and 
tofeUded  homo.    Late  Lieut.  Royal  Soota,  March  7.  1394. 

On  Sergt.  Gun  Section.  34.  Victoria  Road,  Kuxsington,  W. 
Ueut.  vice  Guthrie,  May  10,  19u0.  Attached  to  36th 
until  Jane  18, 1900.  Adjutant  of  Battalion,  vice  Dalgotty, 
/una  18,  1900.  Capt.,  June  18,  1900.  Betaroed  in  oommand,  aa 
tiMiiiir  Officer,  of  Batulion  on  board  m.  MdnehuUr  AfereAonl,  nice 
Timt  fol  Firman  remaining  in  South  AtHoa^July  IB.  1901.  EU- 
frienPB  In  Coyloa  and  SoaUt  Amaiioa.  Conttnnod  eerrloe  on 
Tte&aport  Duty. 

S  M— mbton,  a  Biol,  Tpr..  F.  6«ol.   lU/U..  The  Maaae,  Blair 
Dnmunond,  Stirling. 

CovpomL  Lanoe-Sergt.  me«  Agnew.  Bergl  April  14.  1901.  In 
Lnd  Bobert»*a  Llat  lUoommandalJont  Utrttoriouii  Sorrico,  Sept. 
4,  t8M.  Came  home  la  Mtmrkmtm  Urnnhmni  with  Oompany, 
J«|y  16i  UK)1. 
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69T0  BdVAfdt,  John,  Tpr.,  F. 
LuM,  E.G. 

Cook  to  Company  antil  Nov.  8, 1900.  Joined  nnks  N 
1  Wounded  in  head  near  Vrede,  Nov.  9,  1900.  Cook  i 
April  7, 1901.  Rejoined  Firing  Line  April  7,  1901.  Boo* 
ftod  remained  at  Uarriamith  to  juio  the  Now  Yeomanry.  C 
37th  Hampshire  R«gimeut.  Bunnab  modal  and  two  ola 
1887-lK). 


G373  BoBtace,  G.  W.,  Tpr..  Arundel.  Sovex. 

Employed  on  Hcadquartore'  Staff.    Not  in  Firing 
H.A.  Dnblin.    IXt  for  home  Nov.,  1900. 
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i3Bi  Evut,  J.  B.,  Lance-Corpl.  Otm  Section,  15,  Down 
Road,  Ronaiugton,  W. 

Sergt.  tfice  Dixon  promoted.  Lieut,  oommlfision  vk 
May  11,  1900.  Rode  with  Company  for  a  short  par 
quently  Lieut,  of  Gun  Seotiou  until  June,  1901. 

6806  Buh&w,  A^  Tpr.,  New  Club,  4.  Grafton  Street,  Londoi 
Experience  in   United  States.     Etonian.     Went  hoV 
Klip  Nok.  July,  1900. 

6360  Fftber,  W.   L^   Tpr.,  F.  Seot.   UlfU.,  Chartered  Bl 
and  China,  London. 

Left  Senekal  ill  for  Winburg,  and  invalided  home,  Jaa 

6355  FarreU,  H.,  Tpr.,  34,  Colville  Square  Mansiona,  Paddh 
No  information.     Not  in  Firing  Line. 

6306  FearnJey,  0^   Tpr.,   P.    Sect.    Il/L,    97,   Huntnn 

Marylebono. 

Offioor'i  Servant.  Not  In  Firing  Line.  Left  ill  at  \ 
24, 1900.     Experience  in  Greece  in  Turko-Grooian  Gamj 

Pirmaiii  B.  B^  04.  PiocodiUy.  London. 

Capt.  a6tb  Company.  Feb.  7,  1900.  Promoted  Majoi 
Capt..  May  35, 1900.  Promoted  Lt..CoI.  commanding  1 
Auguttt  22, 1900.  Lord  Roberts's  List  Rooommendatio 
Service.  Sept.  4  and  10, 1901.  Companion  of  the  Distine 
Order  (Gazette)  Sept.  97, 1901.  Lato  Capt.  28rd  Royal  ^ 
Medalfi:  Egyptian  Medal  and  Star,  Burmah  Modal.    D 

6Q42  FortesGoe,  C.  E^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  ll/l.  son  of  Mrs.  Fa 
Torquay,  South  Devon. 

Left  ill  of  enteric  at  Winburg  and  ^  Died  there, 
Expurienco  in  Webt  Indioa,  2  yearn ;  India,  8  yeara.  ^ 

6358  Fowler,  H.,  Tpr.,  P.  Sect.  IV/n.,  St.  Albans.  ' 

Loft  Company  with  Lieut.  Gray,  who  was  wounded  at 
Nov.  30. 1900.  Returned  to  Company  from  Cape  Towi 
Left  ill  at  Masoru,  BasutoUnd,  Maroh  10, 1901.  Reton 
at  Modderpoort,  March  31,  1901.  Remained  at  Uar 
New  Yeomanry  aa  Qr.-Mstr.-Sergt.,  June,  1901.  Survivi 
Obtained  a  OommisBion  iu  N.  I.  V.,  1903,  and  Co 
Section  vict  Lieut.  Watnoy,  killed  in  action. 
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6ilS  FrodfthAm,  L.  0.  M.,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  tl/I.,  Denham  Hotiae,  Strofttham, 
London,  S.W. 

Invalided  home  Irom  Senekal  vid  Winbarg  on  Jan.  11,  1901. 

eS!76  etbb,  J.  Onalow,  Tpr.,  2C,  Hali  Moon  Stroot,  W. 

Left  iU  &t  Klip  Drift,  July  13,  1900.  Subseqaently  obUinud 
a  Commissioa  in  5th  Ckunp&ny,  Warwickihires.  Traasferred  to 
8.A.C. 

6907  Oibboiu,  H.»  Tpr..  F.  Sect.  IV..  73.  Inderwick  Road.  Honuey,  N. 
Left  early.  1000. 

635C  Godwin,  &.,  Tpr.,  Stokes  Giflord,  near  Bristol.  Glouoester. 

Officer's  Servant.  Stafi  Servant.  Not  in  Piring  Line.  Old  Regular 
Titah  Campaign,  1897-08.  Renoained  as  Orderly  Room  Sergt.  vies 
Hides.  K.  Y.  Squadron.  Sergt.-Major  36tfa  Company  in  i^fsvr 
Yeomanry. 

6946  Oiay,  P.  C^dl,  Corpl,.  P.  Beet.  TVfU,,  Thuraley.  Godalming.  Surrey, 
CommisbioD  as  Lieut.,  Harri&mith.  Nov.  1.  1900.     f   Wuunded  in 
arm  near  Newmarket,  Nov.  19,  1900.    Invalided  home  from  Hani- 
smith.  Nov.  30,  1900.    EzpeHenoo  in  Australia  for  years.     Contlnaed 
aerrioe  in  Remount  Department,  and  promoted  Captain. 

OBTT  ftreailt  A.  JL,  Corpl.,  F.  Sect.  III/II.,  Grosvenor  Club,  Bond  Street.  W. 
Sergt.  vice  Cowan.  May  35.  1900.  Confirmed  July  31.  1900.  Left 
Oompany  to  give  evidence  at  Maitland  re  kit  robbery.  Relorned  to 
Company  end  of  May,  1900.  Loft  ill  at  Winburg  Hospital,  Deo.  S4, 
1900.  DetaU  at  Bothlobem  until  Juno,  190L  Old  Middlesex  Co. 
Yeoman. 

4S38  Qrooni6,  Boberl.  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  III/II..  6.  Park  Crescent,  Worthing. 

t  WoundBii  In   groin  at  Elands  Kop,  Sept.  38,   1900.     Invalided 

Irom  HarhsmiCb  to  Mooi  River.  Oct.  33, 1900.    Experience  in  Texaa. 

D.8.A.,  ±c.    Commission  in  New  Yeomanry  and  returned  to  Sonth 

Afaioa  as  lienl,  1909. 

QlOOt,  0.  0^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  UflL  (brother  of  C.  A.  Groui). 

•(•  KilUd  in  actum  near  Middlesex  Kopje.  Klip  Nek.  Jane  13, 
1900.  Shob  throogh  femoral  artery.  Buried  at  Klip  Nek.  Old 
Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 

Orost,  C.  k^  Tpr..  F.  Soot.  III.,  Marlborough  Park  Cottage.  Isle- 
worth,  Middloaox. 

Ammunition  Guard.    Left  Co.  Ul  Jan..  1901.    Old  Middlesex  Co. 
Yeoman.     Brother  of  above  G.  G.  Grout. 

OrwaUy,  J^  Corpl.,  "  Seven  Stars,"  OoIdUawk  Road,  Shepherd's 
Boah. 

Mads  gr.-Mstr.-Sergt.  May  35, 1900,  vies  Niooll,  Sergt.  Left  ill  at 
Vrsda*  Nov..  1900.     Invalided  home.     Old  Middlesex  Oo.  Yoomaa 

I  la|tM'«  i.  B^  Tpr.,  F.  Seot.   IIl/U..  oo  Mn.  Smith,  96,  Melody 
Koadf  Wandsworth  Common. 

Otfiosr's  Sarvant  from  beginning  of  oar  campaign.  Old  R^alar, 
I8ih  Uasian.    Went  hume  Jan.,  l!X)l. 
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4233  H«n,  B.  1^  Tpr..  Oun  Soction.  son  of  Mrs.  HaU,  UO. 

Kcw  Soathgate,  London,  N. 

Corpl.  Gno  Section  vtctf  Erans.  Sergt.  Gun  Sootion,  Mj 
vice  Etaus.  Commisaion  Lieut.,  Ficksburg.  Marob  6.  1' 
with  ft  Sootion  of  34th  Company.  RcmaiDed  to  join 
Yeom&nry.  Promoted  Captain,  July,  1001.  Exporienoo  la 
land  Border  PoHco.  •{•  Killed  M  action  at  Tweefontein,  Dl 
6257  H&rmer.  J.,  Tpr. 

Corpl..  Maitland.  Sorgt..  Klay  35. 1900.  t  Wcnmdsd  I 
Middleaox  Kopje,  Klip  Nek,  Jano  13,  1900.  InvalidDd 
obtained  a  Oommiuion  in  Police  or  New  T.Y.  and  return* 
Africa.     Now  in  DriMoU'a  Boouts.     Old  lleeular.  19th  Uq 

6880  Hayward,  E.,  Tpr..  F.  Sect.  IV..  25,  Hurstway  Street,  N 
Transferred  to  Military  Police  and  detached  to  16th 
Gonoral  Campbell's  Brigade  8UfI,  June  10,  1900.  Fell 
months  at  end  of  campaign,  but  returned  with  Con 
HarriRmitb  on  board  as.  Manekattr  Udorcfuint,  July  18, 
Artilleryman.     Eleven  years  in  India. 

6313  Heflnan,CI&adeB.,Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  1, 9,  Clifton  Gardens,  1 
t  Woundsd  at  Fourioabarg  Mill  in  biceps,  Febm&ry  9( 
shot  through  bia  hat.  Rojoinod  Company  as  soon  as 
healed  at  Moddorpoort,  March  31,  1901.  Kemaiued  at  B 
join  Now  I.Y.  and  obtained  a  Commiasion,  Gaaette,  A 
Survived  Tweefontcin. 

646G  Hely,  Erneit,  Tpr.,  33,  South  Street,  Thurloe  Sqoan,  S 

Lancc-Corpl.     Captured  at  Sonekal  Kopje,  May  36,  I9i 

escaped  from  Boer  prison  at  Nooitgedaoht.     Joined  Gord 

Brigade   S.E.  of  Middlaburg.    Obtained  a  Cozmzusaio} 

corps.     Promoted  Captain,  &c. 

6981  He&rne,  F.,  Tpr.,  Royal  Hotel,  Aldershot. 

Left  Vredu  for  Standertou  with  Cowan.     Returned 
with  Cowan  vid  Ladysmith  to   Bethleham,  Sept. 
Company  for  home  Nov.,  1900. 

0878  Herring,  W..  Tpr..  Crews  Hill,  Clay  Hill.  Enfield. 

Officer's  Sorvaut.     Rodo  in  Firing  Line  fur  a  short  wb 

6283  Hloks,  A.  D^  Tpr..  F.  Sect.  I/I.,  Euston  Tavern,  73,  £ 
London,  N.W. 

Assiatemt  Cook.  Rode  in. Firing  Line  for  a  fow  mont 
Servant.  Returned  home  with  details  vid  Bethlehem  aui 
June,  1901.    Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 

6379  Hobbt,  E.  L.,  Saddler,  F.  Sect.  I/I.,  Malmesbury,  WUt 
SoddUr  to  3'Uh  Company,     Oooaaiunally  rode  in  Firii 
Bogul&r,  18th  Hussars.     Pell  ill  at  Harrismith  Deo., 
invalided  home. 

63S3  Holmes.  C,  Corpl.,  late  of  Chingford,  Essex.  1 

Full  ill  in  April  or  May,  and  was  detached  from  34tln 
to  another  Company,  tfi  Killed  in  action  at  Kroonstad, . 
Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 
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r7  HoraoMtle,  A.  A.,  Trumpeter.  F.  Sect.  Il/IV/n.,  WftUeraoota,  Up- 
minftUir,  Essex. 

Lfift  ill  J&n.,  1901.    iDvaUded  home.    ObtoizLed  temporary  Com- 
nuflion  in  Bemotinta  Dcpt. 
Hoa»e^  Dr^  PopUr  Hospital. 
Battalion  Staff  Surguou. 

T  HowleU,  Corpl..  F.  8ect.  m.,  73,  W&ndswortb  Road,  Vanxball. 

Left  Company  at  Ikloitland,  April,  1000.   Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 

6868  Hunt,  John,  Tpr.,  10.  Lillie  Road.  S.  Kensington. 

Aasktant  Butcher.  Rodo  in  ranks  for  a  period.  Water-cart 
driver.  Transferred  to  Gun  Section.  Remained  with  and  came 
booM  with  the  Company  on  as.  Maftchetttr  Merchant,  July  18,  1901. 

6866  lograju,  T^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  I/T.,  1,  Lowes  Crescent,  Brighton. 

t  Accidentally  wounded  in  the  leg  by  cortridgoa  exploding  in  the 
camp  fire,  May.  1900,  at  Leeuwfoutein.  Went  into  huspital  at 
Thaba  N'cbu,  seven  weeks  at  Bloemfontcin,  went  down  to  Cape  Town, 
^^  joined  details,  returned  to  front  with  drafts  to  Lindley,  Kroonstad, 
^^m  Bethlehem,  in  action  at  Buliontein  and  Sohlaoter*B  Nek.  With 
^^r  Ifacdonald's  Brigade  at  Naauwpoort  Kok.  Rejoined  Company  at 
I  Harriemith,  Aug.  6, 1900.    Left  Company  by  special  permit  for  home, 

^  Not.,  1900. 

^■161  Iiard,  Ait^  Tpr.,  Eaaex  Wharf,  Lea  Bridge.  Clapton. 

Drove  the  Company  Waggon  from  Maitland  to  Nov..  1900.  Joined 
Firing  Lino,  f  Severely  wounded  in  arm  near  Senekal.  January  9, 
1901,  and  could  not  rejoin.     Left  for  Winburg.  Jan.  11,  1901. 

6667  Jacoby,  Henry,  Tpr..  F.  Scot.  UljU.,  18,  Aldermanbury,  London, 

£.0.,  or  Greenbeys,  M&nchester. 
Lett  iU  at  Senekal,  Jan.  11, 1901.    Rejoined  Company  June  9. 1901. 

and  returned   with  Company    on    board  ss.  Manchester  Merchant, 

July  18.  1901.    Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 
6615  Ke]My>  J.  H^  Tpr.,  F.   Seoi.  17/11.,  310,  Evering  Road,   Upper 

Clapton,  London. 
la  Firing  Line  till  late  in  campaign.    Acted  as  Cook  to  Company 

lor  two  months  vice  J.  Edwards,  April  7,  1901.     Returned  home  with 

the  Company  on  board  is.  Manchester  Mercliant,  July  18,  1901. 

Kenaardf  R*  C  H.*  Lieut.,  Grenadier  Guarda, 

Lieut.,  Section  UL,  31th  Co.,  Army  Li^t,  Feb.  8,  1900.  t  Woumded 
lo  the  face  and  le%  at  Senekal,  May  25,  1900.  Invalided  home  from 
Winburg.    Late  Lieut.  Grenadier  Guards.    Etonian.    Matabele  Medal. 

2  Klrby.  0.,  Corpl..  3,  WioMbadcn  Road,  Stoke  Nowington. 

Left  Company  for  homo  at  llarrismith  in  Octobor,  1900.  Old 
Middlesex  Co.  Voom&u. 

Isnfitiff  Vi  Bflgt.  Qr.-MBtr.S«rft.-Major,  1.  Catfaeart  Ho«d,  South 
Kensington. 

Battalion  Staff,  not  in  Firing  Line.  Old  B^pilar,  17th  Lancen. 
Tw«Dty-iltre«  yaare'  service.  Zulu  War.  Modal.  Eleven  yean  la 
India.  Obtained  Hon.  ConunJaslon  as  Qr.-Mstr.,  1901.  Remained  in 
Barrismith  to  join  Now  LY.    Captured  at  Twoafontaia  and  ralaasad. 
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6998  Htooll,  W^  Bergt.,  63,  Perrymewi  Boad,  Parsons 

London. 

Captured  at  Sonekal  Kopjo,  M%y  35.  1900.  Escaped  at  Bd 
O.R.O.  Appointed  Sorgt.  in  charge  of  I.Y.  stores  for  DItUU 
BemaiDed  at  HarriBmith  until  June,  1901.   Old  Middlases  Co. ' 

i2&l  Hntt,  0.  J^  Tpr.,  55,  Harewood  Road,  Fulbam. 

Went  Into  Hospital,  did  not  get  to  the  front.    No  Informai 

4929  Oppe,  A.,  Tpr.,  Gun  Section.    Pamber,  Basingstoke. 

Transferred  aa  Tpr.  to  3-lth  Co.     Left  ill  at  Ficksborg, 

1900.  Afterwards  rejoined  31th  Firing  Line.    Invalided  b( 
Harriamitb.  Dec,  1900. 

G319  Ouvry,   E.    C,  Tpr.,   F.  Sect.  I/L,   2,    Devonport    BtrQ 
Park,  W. 

Oorpl.,  May  25,  1900,  Senekal.  Signaller  of  Battalion, 
in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Egypt,  &o.  Invalided  home 
smith,  Deo.,  1900. 

6356  Palmer,  A.  P.,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  IV/II.,  Soaton.  Devon. 

Commission  Oot.  13, 1900.     f  Slightly  icounded  at  Reitpf 

1901.  Thrice  bhot  through  clothes,  Heitpan,  Jan.  6,  anc 
bnrg  Mill,  Feb.  20,  1901.  Left  Company  at  Thaba 
Warringhom  Store,  March  17,  1901.  Joined  S.  African 
Bloemfontein.  Promoted  Captain  in  8.A.C.  In  Lord  Rot 
of  Reoommcndations  for  Meritorious  Services,  Sept.  4,  XH 
panion  of  the  DistinguiBhed  Service  Order.  Sept.  27, 190! 
Remained  in  South  Africa.  RoUnquiahed  his  I.Y.  0( 
Oasette,  of  Aug.  23,  1901.  Experience  in  U.  B..  Briti^ 
and  Australia.  S 

6261  PAparritor,  P^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  in/I..  288,  Bury  New  Bo 
Broughton,  Manchester.  Remained  in  Firing  Line  wit) 
throughout  the  Campaign.  Remained  at  Elandsfonte 
Company's  way  homo,  June  16, 1901,  to  join  a  new  Compui 
Old  Regular,  10th  Hussars.     Experience  in  Oreooe.         J 

6320  Patenon,  W.,  Tpr..  37,  Westor  Road.  Putney,  S.W.     ^ 
Appointed  Assistant  under  Sorgt.   NicoU  at   the  I.Y 
Horrismith    from   August,   1900.    Now    in    Corps  of   B 
Pretoria. 

3348  Peacookf  E*,  Hegt.  Sergt.<Major,  6,  Gunter  Grove,  Folha 
Battalion   Staff.     Returned  with  deUila.  July.  1901.     C 
8th  Hussars.     Permanent    StafI  of    Middlesex  County 
Rutland  Yard. 

PeacockOf  C.  L.,  Lieut.  Gun  Section.  | 

Formerly  Royal  Artillery.  Subsequently  Staff  and  Bl 
ments.  Scarcely  anything  to  do  with  Company  34.  No^ 
Command  of  New  Imperial  Yeomanry  Battalion. 

6250  Perry,  R..  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  III.,  96.  Queensland  Road,  HoJ 
Old  Regular.     Left  ill  at  Thaba  N*cha,  May,  1900.    Di 
the  front.    Offloer'B  Servant. 
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6362  Phillppi,  H.  D.,  Tpr.,  P.  Sect.  III/II.»  2a.  HAverhiU  Road,  BaUiAm, 
3.W. 

HI,  eaterio,  Fioksburg,  Fob.,  1901.  Promoted  Corpl.  At  Fioksburg, 
April  14.  1901.  Sergt.  in  new  Imperial  Yoom&nry.  B«inAijied  in 
B.A.  Surmed  Tweefontein,  Returned  home,  June,  1902.  Ex- 
perience :  3}  years  in  India ;  4  years  in  South  Africa. 

6361  PjMPoft,  J.}  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  HI.,  Winchester  Road,  Worthing. 

Officer's  Servant  to  Lieut.  Wallis  from  Knightsbridge  Barraoka, 
becoming  detached  for  that  purpoae.  bat  rejoined  the  Firizig  Line 
asd  rode  with  Company  for  acme  time.     Loft  ill,  Jan.,  1901. 

SaUI,  B.  L.,  Tpr..  F.  Sect.  I/I.,  2.  Park  Street,  London.  W. 
Promoted  Corpl.,  Dec.  10.  1900.     f   Wounded  in  night  attack,  in 
forearm,  April  3/4,  1901.     Rode  in  Firing  Line  again   as  soon  as 
wound  wa«  healed.    Remained  with  Company  throughout  campaign 
but  took  private  passage  home,  July,  1901.     Etonian. 

Bftid,  W.  H.,  Bugler,  45,  Harlington  Road,  London. 
Did  not  go  to  the  front.     Invalided.     Attached  to  M^tland  Base 
t>ep6t,  April  1,  1900.     Embarked  for  England,  June  11,  1900.     Old 
Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 

OBSl  Bkhards,  T.  W^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect,  ni/n.,  Thu  Cbaloota.  England  Lone, 
Bampstead,  N.W. 

Taken  Prisoner  at  Senokal.  May  S6.  1900.  Rejoined  Company 
on  release  at  Bethlehem,  Sept.  25,  1900.  Officer's  Servant,  but 
always  rode  in  the  Firing  lane.  Returned  with  Company  on 
boeid  sa.  Mtutchettcr  Mprchantt  July  18,  1901.  Cavalryman  short 
time. 

M^  Rld<e.  T.  J^  Tpr,  a,  Montague  Place,  RussoU  Square,  W.C. 

Xieft  at  Bloemfontein,  May  2,  1900.  Rejoined  at  Benokal,  and 
invalided  from  Klip  Kok,  June,  1900.     Experjonoo  in  Aostrmlla. 

6dM  Rhodaa,  0^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  ILL.  next  of  kin«  mother  (Mrs.  Lango, 
SiddoQs  Uouso,  Claronoe  Gate,  N.W.). 
■{•  Kilisd  in  action,  Comelis  River,  Nov.  6,  1900. 

eSO&  Boberta,  A.  C^  Tpr.,  F.  Beet.  U.,  9  ft  10,  Panoras  Lane.  Queen 

Street,  E.G. 

Left  at  Bloemfontein,  May  2.  1900.  Rejoined  tTompany  at  Senokal, 
May  as,  1900.  Made  Corpl.,  July  23,  1900.  Left  ill  at  Thaba 
PatMohoa  (Warringhams*  Store).  March  aS.  1901.  Rejoined  Company 
at  Flcksbarg,  Apnl  15.  1901.  Promoted  Sergt.,  April,  1901.  Returned 
with  details.  Juno.  ll»l.     Old  Middleaaz  Co.  Yeoman. 

0361  Robertson,  &  Wh  Tpr.,  F.  Soot.  IIL,  S8,  Broad  Street,  Peterhead. 
Captured,  Sonekol  Kopje.  May  35,  1900.    Roleued  and  remained  at 
*jEetoria  for  rest  of  campaign. 

tbiiuen,  A.  B..  Tpr.,  F.  Seot.  m/U..  o/o  Mrs.  Brx>wne,  ilS.  8t. 
^byn's  Road.  Upper  Norwood. 

Cook  to  Company  at  Maitland.  Officer's  Servant  aad  Men  Gook. 
Mot  In  Firing  liine.    Invalided  home,  Jan.,  1901.    Old  Ulddleatt  Oo. 

YeffiiTffn. 


508 


APPENDICES 


G3a3  Roller,  0.  0.,  CompAnj  Sergt.-Hajor,  T*dly,  Bi 

Montioiiud  in  despatoliefl.  Beoonunondod  by  Qoneral  Ru] 
V.C.  ftnd  CommissioD  after  Benekftl  Kopje.  Hay  SS,  1900. 
■ion  oooflrmed  at  Klip  Nok,  Jaly,  1900.  Went  home  fro? 
smith  Not.  1.  1900.  Lord  Roberta's  List  of  Recommeadi 
Meritorioua  BerrioM,  Sopt.  4,  1901.  Distinguished  Condm 
Qaiette,  Sept.  U7,  1901.  Mentioned  in  Ocnerftl  Hundle's 
Bpoeoh  coupled  with  Dalbiac,  Harri«mith,  Juno  13,  190 
Thorntou  madu  a  moBt  gallant  oaptore  of  a  Boer  at  B 
Sept.  22.  1900.  Formerly  Sergt.-Major  in  Old  Middi 
Yeomanry  of  twenty  yoan*  Mrvioe.  Now  Captain  In  Mldf 
I.Y.     Ejcperieooc  in  Australia,  Pom,  and  Argentiae. 

6327  Soott,   Erie  Clement,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  IV/U.,  IS,  Wobur 
London.  W.G. 

Fell  ill  of  enterio  at  Vrode,  Nov.,  1900,  and  invalid 
Expcrionco  in  United  Btatos. 

G263  Beott,  F.  W.,  Gorpl..  F.  Seat.  I.,  made  Sergt.  Sect.  IV, 
Manor,  Wimbomo,  Dorset. 

Sergt.,  &IaiUand.  April,  1900.     Captured  at  Senakal  Kop; 
1900.     Returned   to   Firing    Line    at    Harrismith,    Oct. 
t   Wounded  in    arm  at  Comolifl   River,  Nov.    20,    1900. 
home   from  Harrismith,  Nov.  30,  1900.     Late  Lient.  Sc 
Experience  in  Auitralia  three  years.    Ktonlan. 

G389  Boott,  T.  JLUbon,  Tpr..  F.  Sect.  n/H.,  son  of  T.  H.  E 
Grove  House,  Filey,  Yorka. 

Orderly  to  Major  Dalbiae  until  May  35,  1900.  Left  ill  o 
Winburg  Hospital,  Dec.  34,  1900.  i{t  Died  of  enterio  a 
Deo.  90.  1900. 

G29G  Shells,  F.  W.,  Sergt.,  Sect.  I.,  late  of  Orpington,  Kent. 
•{«  KilUd  in  action  at  Senekal  Kopje.  May  25.  1900.    S 
Middlesex  Co.  Yeomanry.    Experience  In  Australia. 

4342  Shipley,  T.,  Tpr.,  F.  Seot.  IT.,  Cobhom  Stud  Farm,  Sun 
StaS  Servant.     Invalided  homo,  November,  1900. 

G461  Smart,  Peroy  John,  Tpr.,  F.  Seot.  IV.  (brother  of  F.  S 

Stroct.  Stoyning,  Sussex. 

Entered  Guu  Section  from  34tb  ranks  just  after  joinix 
Remained  with  Guu  Section  until  Thaba  Patsoboa  (' 
Store),  whore  he  took  enteric  fever  and  4*  ^^^^  April  IS, 

633G  Smyth,  F^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  Il/L,  24,  Monmouth  Road, 
Grove,  Bayiiwatei. 

Loft  Company  very  ill,  October,  1900.  Latterly  Doct* 
Invalided  homo,  Jan.,  1901.  Expericnoe :  Four  years  i 
Mining  Experience  at  Johannesburg.  t 

4349  Stephen,  W.  k^  Tpr.,  Gun  Section,  G2,  Quoensgato,  Kea 

Left  Gun    Section  in    March,  1901,  at   Warringham 

enteric.    Invalided  home  from  Uarrismitb.  May  or  June 

— — ?  Stewarti  attaohod  Imperial  Vt»omanry  *'  Soout." 
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Btofgeon,  6^  Tpr. 
No  information.     Not  In  Firing  Lino  of  34th.    Left  ftt  MftiiUnd. 
Old  MiddleMX  Co.  Veoman. 

690S  Thoraton,  C^  Tpr.,  P.  Soot.  I/I..  1.  Moant  Street,  London,  W. 

Promoted  Lauco-Corpl.  (S«nokal),  May  25,  1900.  t  ^youtukd  In 
fDraftnn  near  Newmarket.  Nov.  7.  1900.  Invalided  home  from 
Harrlsmitb,  Nov.  90,  1900.  With  Roller  bo  captured  a  Boor  under 
very  gallant  circumstances  at  BetfaJcbem,  Sopl.  32.  1900.  Travelled 
in  sereral  ooontriea.    Rugby  and  Cambridge.     Double  Blue. 

634S  TomllBiR.,  Sorgt.,  G.  Sect.  UI.,  18.  Abingdon  Villa«,  Kensington,  W. 
Captured  at  Senekal  Kopje,  May  25,  1900.     Went  home,  embarked 
tor  Eiigland.  Oot.  2fi,  1000.     Old  Regular.    Corpl.  of  the  Blues. 

TomUnton,  T.  J^  l^r-.  P-  Sect.  tV/U.,  Aden  HaU,  Durham. 
Transferred  to  Gun  Seoiion.    Lfoft   Company    LU  at  Harriamlth, 
Not.,  1900.     Bomaincd  a  short  while  as  dotaU  at  Harrismith  and 
joined  another  branch  of    service.     Experience  in   Klondyke    and 


I 


Unvin,  R^  Tpr.,  late  of  Santiago.  Chili.     Son  of  Oeo.  Unwin,  Esq., 
Heidersley,  Spencer  Road.  Buxton. 

•!■  SaUd  in  octMon  at  Senekal  Kopjo,  May  35,  1900.     A  short  time 
Ueol.  in  Chiliaji  Army.    Bom  and  educated  In  ChUi. 

WAfe«,Capt. 

Ueat.   SecL  II.  Co.  34.  for  a  short  while  at   KnighUbrldge.  in 
of  the  test  shooting.    Ordered  to  rejoin  his  old  Be^meut,  10th 


WftOar,  0«o.  Ulen,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  I i..  164.  Eastern  Rood.  Brighton, 
t  Womndsd  in  arm  at  Pourieeburg  MiU  on  Feb.  30, 1901.  Rode  in 
a  week  after,  but  was  taken  ill  of  rheumatism  at  WarringhAm 
(Thaba  Patscboa).  Invalided  for  Bloemfontein  and  home  on 
38, 1901.  Old  Middlosax  Co.  Veoman.  Experience  in  Canada 
yam,  Australia  two  years,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  iha  world. 

alkar.  M.  (K,  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  L.  ao,  Queensgale  Gardens.  South 

K«Mington.  W. 

Oifiarsd  at  Senekal  Kopje,  Hay  ^,  1900.     Rejoined  Company  at 

em,  Sept.  35,  1900.     Sergt.<Major  Cowan's  Clerk  fur  period. 

at  Ficksborg,  Much  30.  1901.     Left  Company  at  Fouxiosburg 

cbuge  of  kite  on  May  97, 1901.     Left  Harrisouth  (or  home  with 

Jane.  1901. 


?  WaUlftrFarrier-Sorgt..  F.  Sect.  in. 
Joined  34th  Co.  as  Farrior-Sorgt..  but  obtained  a 
on  at  EttighUbridge,  Feb..  1900. 
cb>rg«  of   the  Remount   Dopartmaot   of 
Homained  at  the    front,  and 
Jane  38.  1903. 


^^       cbftrge  of 


Bcigada. 


O.W. 

Uenv  iseet.   1.  S4ih  Co..  Army  LUi,  Feb.  3.  1900. 
Flats,   M«y  M.   1900.  and  Invalided  home. 
Ouarda. 


Vet.  Lieut.*! 

Vet.  Oapt.     In 

Bxperienoe  In 

in   Lord 


Tkkan  ill  at 
Lai*  Ural 
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6363  Walton,  H^  Tpr.,  9,  Grove  OotUges,  Manor  Street.  Ch< 

Capt.  Walah'A  Servant.     Loft  at  Bestet's  Flats,  Hay  S2, 19 

6398  Webster,  0^  Tpr.,  F.  Sect.  III.,  Lynthorpe  House,  Woet  Ni 

t    Wotouitd  in  leg,  Sonokal  Town,  May  35, 1900.    Bode  up 

to  top  of  kopje.    Invalided  homo.    Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeom 

i3i6  Weedon,  F.  J.,  Shoeing  Smith,  F.  Seot.  lU/II.,  %  Bandol] 
Maida  Hill,  W. 

Captured  at  Senokal  Kopje,  May  25. 1900.    Beturaed  to 
at  Bethlehem.  Sept.  25, 1900.     Left  ill  ot  Senokal  for  Winbu: 
1901.    LoftforWiiiburgfromSenekal,  Jan.  11,1901.    Invalif 

4347  W«edon,  H^  Shoeing  Smith,  F.  Seot.  I.  (brother  of  aborc 
dolpb  Mews.  MaidB  Hill,  W. 

Farrior-Sergt.,  vice  Mook  taken  prurner.  May  35. 1( 
Ficksburg,  May,  1901. 

6116  Weliberg.  Harry,  Tpr.,  F.  Seot.  m.,  2,  The  Maiulc 

Gardens,  S.W. 

t  Wounded  at  Senekal  Kopje  in  arm,  May  35,  1900.  Be; 
Cocnpany  at  Harrismith,  Oct.  33, 1900.  R^tumed  with  Gc 
board  ks.  ManchesUr  MercJumt.  July  19, 1901. 

6899  WLUhin,  E.  V.  (jimr.),  Tpr.,   F.  Sect.  I/I.,  EUinore,  D 
Brighton,  Suasex. 

Brother  of  above.  Remained  with  Company  and  rett 
Company  on  board  ss.  MancJuster  Merchant,  July  IB.  19< 
pocket  shot  through  at  Foariesburg,  Feb.  80,  1901.  Old 
Co.  Yeoman. 

6336  WlUhla,  T.  J.  (aenr.).  Tpr.,  F.  Soot.  I^.,  EUinore.  D 
Brighton,  Sussex. 

Fell  from  horse  at  Klip  Nek :   hurt.     Remained  with 
and  rottimcd  with    Company   on    board  bi.  Manclie&ter 
July  Id,  1901.    Old  Middlesex  Co.  Yeoman. 

6300  Wiltoii,R.T.,  Tpr.,  F.  Soot.  I/I.,  5,  Northoote  Road,  St.  ! 
on-Thames,  Middlesex. 

Officer's  Servant  on  Staff.  Joined  Firing  Line,  Sept.,  ] 
ill  at  RettK,  Nov.,  1900.    Invalided  home.    Old  Middlesex  0 

6377  Wood,  F.,  Sorgt.-Cook    on   Battalion    Sta0,    *'  GardeiM 

Ingloton  Street,  Brixton.  \ 

III  of  dysentery  and  enteric  at  Harrismith.  i{a  Died  thi 
190O.    Old  Regular.     Old  MiddJesox  Co.  Yoom&n. 


GUN  SECTION  ATTACHED  TO  34th  COMPj 


Peaoooket  Lieut.,  see  Index  34tb  Company  names. 

4321  Baker,  H.  C,  Tpr.     Left  early. 

4356  Bickerton,  W.,  Tpr.,  34.  Calthorpo  Street,  W.C.    Left  a1 

4361  Burt,  H.,  Tpr.,  33,  Church  Street,  Soho.     Left  early.      , 

4^^  CampbeU,  H^  Tpr.        „  .,  „ 
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Cauany,  H^  Tpr..  sec  Index  of  34tb  Compftoy  names. 

D»y,H^Tpr.. 

Wmod^W.G.,  Sergt.,     .. 

BTUii,  J^  L.-Corpl.,     ,. 

Fawcett,  J.      „  »{«  Di^d  of  enteric. 

H&llf  8.  E^       ,,        SCO  Indox  of  34  tb  Comp&ny  nuBM. 

Lnkey,  F^  Corpl.    Loft  early. 

Oppe,  k^  Tpr.,  SM  Indox  of  34th  Compajiy  nftmoo. 

Smart,  P.,  Tpr., 

Stephen,  v.,  Tpr.,       „ 

Wood,  A.    Left  early. 

Wynn,  M.  C.       ,. 


BATTALION    STAFF  AND  SERVANTS  NOT  RIDING  IN  FIRING 

LINE. 

3348  Peftcook,  B.,  Rogt.  Bergt.-Major,  me  Index  of  34th  Company  oamea. 

2391  Lan^ey,  F^  Rcgt.  Qr.-Mstr.-Sergt.-Major,  goo  Index  of  34th  Com- 
pany names. 

6877  Vood,  F.,  8orgt<-Cook.    t^Died.    See  Index  of  34th  Company  names. 

6411  Anthony,  W^  Tpr.«  13.  Qaeen's  Road.  Peckbam,  see  Index  of  S4th 
Company  namoa. 

iS36  Davy,  A.,  Tpr.,  3,  Rcdcar  Street,  Higbgate.    Col.  Mitford'a  Groom. 
Returned  with  detaiU. 

0806  HIdea,  B.,  Tpr.,  detaofaed,  Officer's  Sorvant,  Orderly  Room  Sergt. 
Temporary  Commission  as  Qr.-Mstr.  in  new  I.Y. 

9TJ7  HUlier,  T^  Tpr..  detached.     No  Information. 

1S60  Jamea,   H^   Tpr.,    Lockf^rley    Hall,   Romsey,    Hante.     Detached. 
Servant  to  Captain  Dalgetty. 

4948  JoDoa,  R.,  Tpr.,  149a,  Clapham  Road,  S.W.     Left  early.     Clerk. 
Orderly  Room. 

6456  Lane,  W.,  Tpr.,  Welbook  Abbey,  Nottingham.     Colonel's  Servant. 
Came  horn*,  Aug.,  1900. 

4SS3  IfcMullen,  J^  Tpr.,  detaobed.    No  information. 

4S5'J  Ferobei'tJ.t  Tpr.,  Stagsden  House,  Bonmemoutb.   Dotacbod.eanrant. 

Pyeeroft,  Jn  Tpr.,  see  Indox  of  34th  Company  names. 

miUpa,    W.    H^  Tpr..    Clayfiold    Uouee.    Twyford.    Winohoetar. 
Detaobed.     Doctor's  Servant.     Loft  early. 

iMBthav,  B^  Tpr.,   Hinohcliffe,   Durham.    Detaobed.    Cook    to 
Ofioen'  Motti.    •!<  Diei  South  Africa. 
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5366  Bidnell,  H.,  4,  Cftthdrinfi  Street.  BucUngbun  GaM? 
Senmnt  to  Qr.-Mrtr. 

4353  Smltfeu  W.  H^   Tpr..  U9,  Wandsworth   Bridge   Road.    I 
Corpl.  ill  Qr.-MBtr.Sergt.*R  Department. 

36fia  TornbuU,    H^  Tpr.,    I,   Eaton    Grovo,    Wodmore   8tre« 
UoUoway.    Old  16th  Hui»ar«.    Oflioer'a  Servant  (to 
and  Roller).    Rotnmed  with  latter. 

4366  Wyatt,  A.,  Tpr..  Swinfon,  Lichfield.     Detaohed. 

Goad,  Corpl.    W.  Kent  man  attached  to  BattaUon  Staff, 
of  enteric,  Elandfi  River  Bridge.  Jan.  33. 1901. 


G^^ 


HITS  IN  THE  SiTH  COMPANY. 


I 


Agnew,  H.  IL,  through  bandolier  and  belt.  Sonokal,  May  35, 

WeUberg,  through  waterbottle  at  Sonekal,  May  36,  1900. 

Gray,  through  tunic  and  shirt  near  Newmarket,  Nor.  19. 1900. 

Boaghton,  grazed  on  finger  by  huUot,  Senckai.  Dec.  16,  1900. 

Baker  and  another  man  through  cloaks. 

Palmer,  through  broochoA  and  waterbottle  at  Riotpan,  Jan.  6, 1 
„  „      shoulder-atrap  at  Pourieaburg  Mill,  Feb.  30, 1' 

Heenan,  through  hat  at  Fouriosburg  Mill.  Fob.  30. 1901. 

Wilihin.  B.  v.,  junr.,  tlirough  tunic  pocket  near  Fouriosburg,  F 

About  twonty-fivQ  hones  killed  in  ution  by  bullets. 


Early  in  February,  1901,  a  number  of  Infantry  of  the 
veomited  into  their  Mounted  Infantry  Oompanics.  but  for  t 
poses  many  of  them  were  attached  to  the  various  I.V.  Comp 
11th  Battalion.  Of  those  attached  to  34th  Company  I  too]i 
found  it  almost  undcoiphernblc  at  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
following  to  be  almost  complete,  two  or  three  names  of  the 
being  missing : — 

South  Staflordshire  Regiment  Infantry — Corpl.  Brierley,  I 
(wounded).  Baker  (died).  Curtis  (died),  Casoy,  Cook.  Evu 
Hartley,  Lawley  (died),  Shafer. 

Worcester  Regiment  Infantry — ? 
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CA8UALTIB8  OP  THE  841th  00.  I.  Y. 


KUUd  in  Aetitm  or  Disd  of  Worndg. 

Dalbiftc,  H.  8.,  Mftjor.  M&7  3fi,  1900,  at  S«nekkL 
SkeUfl,  P.  W..  Sergt.,  May  35,  1900.  at  SonakaL 
Unwin,  R.,  Tpr..  May  26,  1900,  at  Senokal. 
Dmne,  H.  S..  Tpr.,  May  25,  1900.  at  SenekaL 
Ocout,  O.  O.,  Tpr.,  Jaoa  13,  1900,  near  KUp  Drift  Nek. 

0.,  Corp.  (drtaolMd).  July  35,  1900.  at  Rrooiut*d. 
0..  Tpr.,  Kovomber  6,  1900.  at  Com«lia  Riv«r. 
r.  B.,  Lieut.,  Dooamber  88,  1900,  at  Ssnakal. 
HaD,  6.  E..  Capt.,  December  25,  1901,  at  Twoeiontein. 
A|pi«w,  H.  H.,  Xaeat..  Deoembor  25,  1901,  at  Tweefoaieio. 


Dfuwnsd, 
J.  0.,  Tpr..  April  9,  1901,  at  Clocolan. 

Died  of  Sickn4U — EnUric  wh^rt  not  oihmioiH  ttaUd, 

Melhrrmith.  J.  C,  Tpr.,  Deoamber  17, 1900.  at  Rails. 
Soott,  T.  A,. Tpr.,  December  30.  1900,  at  Winburg. 
FartMone,  C.  E.,  Tpr..  January'  2,  1901,  at  Winborg. 
Myth.  W.  E.,  Tpr..  January  12.  1001,  at  Winburg. 
Mollvraith,  J.  H.,  Tpr.,  January  22,  1901,  at  Wiuburg. 
Bkmnt,  C  W..  Tpr.,  February  16,  1901,  at  Mooi  River. 
liM,  T..  Tpr..  April  Ifi,  1901,  Plokibiug. 

P.,  Tpr.  (Gun  Sect.),  April  16. 1901,  at  Warringbam'i  Store. 
Bmdlcy,  E.  A.,  Tpr.,  May  31.  1901,  at  Fickaburg. 

J.  (OuD  Sect.),  detached,  particulan  uot  to  hmnd. 


DUd  of  Sieknm$—EnUrie  iohere  not  oth^npm  t94t$d, 

BATtkuort  Stajt  (attached  to  84tb}. 

P.,  S«fgt  Cook,  Dec.  27, 1900.  at  HapriBmith. 
Corp.  (aetb  Co.).  January  32,  1901.  at  Eland«  Itlv«r  Bridfg. 
kw,  K.,  Tpr.  (detached),  partioolan  not  to  band. 

34  Rl 
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WoufuUd  (34th  Co.). 

A^«w,  H.  M..  Corp..  tbrou|[h  arm.  May  25, 1900,  at  SeiM 
Wobator,  G..  Tpr..  through  Leg.  M»y  26, 1900.  at  Soaokal. 
Waisberg^  H.,  Tpr.,  through  imn.  May  26,  1900,  at  Senekal. 
Eeoiiard,  E.  0.  H. ,  Lieut.,  through  faco  and  log, May  25, 1900,  ■ 
Hanottr,  J.,  Borgt.,  through  leg,  Judu  13, 1900,  near  Ellp  Drift. 
Baokft,  J..  Tpr..  through  cheat  over  heart,  June  13,  1900,  near  ] 
Barton,    F.    W.,   Corp.,  through  log   and  fchouldor,  Sept.  2$ 

Bethlehem. 
Groome,  R.,  Tpr.,  through  hip,  Sept.  38. 1900,  at  Elandakop. 
Thornton,  C,  Corp.,  through  forearm,  Nov.  7,  1900.  near  News 
Edwards,  J.,  Tpr.,  through  scalp,  Nov.  9,  1900,  near  Vrcdo. 
Morgan.  J.  G.  Y.  D.,  Corp.,  through  face  and  shoulder,  Not.  19 

Newmarket. 
Gray.  F.  C.  Lieut.,  through  olbow,  Nov.  19.  1900.  near  Kewm 
Soott,  F.  W.  Sergt.,  through  forearm.  Nov.  20, 1900.  nettr  Cor 
Denman,  Txird  (then  Captain  of  35th  Co.),  through  leg,  Nov.  20 

Cornelifi  River. 
Isard,  A.,  through  bone  of  arm,  January  2, 1901,  at  Sonokal. 
Palmer,  A.  P.,  Lieut.,  slightly,  in  thigh,  January  6,  1901,  at  F 
Heenan,  C  R.,  Tpr.,  through  arm.  February  20,  1901,  near  F( 
Walker,  G.  A.  Tpr.,  through  forearm.  February  20, 1901.  near  I 
Ralli,  E.  L.,Corp.  through  forearm,  April 3-4  {night  attaok),iu 

Rbouzab  STArPOBDB  M.  I.  (attached  to  34th  Co.  from  Febn 

Wounded. 


Alsbury,  Pte.,  through  lunga,  February  18,  1901,  at  General's 
(Unknown  name)  Pte..  through  body,  February  19, 1901,  near 


Died  of  Sickness. 


4 


Baker,  Pte.,  enteric,  partioulars  unknown. 

Lawley,  Pte.,  pneumonia,  March,  1901,  at  Warringham's  St< 

Coitia,  Pte.,  onterio.  May  1. 1901,  at  Fioksburg. 


Captured  at  Senehai,  May  25, 1900. 


•fSoott,  P.  W.,  Sorgt. 
•♦NiooU.W.,  Sergt. 

Tomlin,  R.,  Sergt, 

Meek,  P.  W.,  Farrior-Sorgt- 
JIlHely,  E.,  Corp. 
•jBIyth,  W.  E.,  Tpr. 

•Lee,  P.  J.  B.,  Tpr. 


•§Lee.T.,Tpr 
•jMoIlwraith,  J.  C. 
•Richards,  T.  W., 
IIRobertson,  H.  W 
•Walker,  N.  0.,  T 
•Weedon,  P.  J.,  T 


•  Returned  to  duty.       t  Afterwards  wounded.       \  Esca 
ol  aiokness.      |l  Remained  at  Pretoria  on  duty. 
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IN  THE  ENElfY'S  HANDS. 


Br  TmoopBR  F.  J.  B.  Lkk. 


IMMEDIATELY  After  our  sumuider,  on  PridAy,  Hay  35,  1900,  w« 
pflmnien  mnd  the  wounded  mon  were  oollaoted  uuder  oover — for 
firing  from  the  few  of  our  meo  in  the  town  w«b  still  going  on — and  pro- 
parabona  for  our  furtbor  Boourlty  were  made  by  oiu  captors. 

II  was  necessary^  however,  tbat  we  should  all  have  great-ooata,  and 
helmets  were  wanted  too,  by  some  of  us  who,  although  the  son  was  high, 
had  been  firing  without  them,  for,  while  the  helmets  were  of  the  b«Bt 
^nality  procurable,  their  shape  rendered  It  impoasible  to  fire  at  the  prone 
position — they  tilted  forward  so  over  the  eyes.  Firing  soon  slackened 
ocnaidersbly,  but  the  Boers  still  held  the  kopje  overlooking  the  (own. 
Farrier- Sergeant  Meek  and  I  were  allowed,  under  escort,  to  return  to  the 
faiU-top,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  these  very  necessary  articles. 

We  first  went  to  the  Major  and  ascertained  that  he  was  really  dead. 
We  took  his  wrist-watch  for  hti  relatives,  but  were  compelled  to  give  It  to 
ouroaoort.  Later  in  the  day,  as  the  result  of  a  complaint  to  the  Boer 
eammandant,  it  was  returned  to  Farrler-Slergcant  Meek,  who  had  it  when 
I  last  saw  him  in  September.  1900,  at  Pretoria,  and  who  subsequently 
handed  it  to  Colonel  Dalbiac,  M.P. 

Poor  Deane,  too,  who  was  near  the  Major,  was  dead.  He  had,  that  very 
■lOR^ng,  reoeived  bis  oommis^ion,  and  an  unfinished  letter  to  his  mother 
was  fonnd  in  his  wallet  by  oor  fellows. 

We  ont^trapped  from  dead  horRes  as  many  cloaks,  mass  tina.  and 
watfltproof  ihoeta  aa  we  could  carry,  and  picked  up  hehneta  from  tba 
taaltla-groand,  and  then  we  returned  to  the  other  fellows,  who  wen  glad 
of  the  things  wo  brought  them. 

Captain  Kennard,  shot  through  the  faoe  and  knee,  had  baen  carrlad 
down  in  a  blanket,  and  with  the  other  vroonded  men  was  left  In  the  town, 
ns  w«  were  marched  away  on  the  Bethlehem  Road. 

Hm  sun  was  still  powerful,  and  soon  we  were  glad  to  aooerpt  the  otter  o| 
oar  Moort  to  tako  our  great-ooats,  &c.,  on  their  poolos.    Am  w*  niArohod 


*  BaUorlngthatan  account  of  the  adrantnrtts  of  our  Lhtrtoaoi 

who  wore  captared  at  Saoekal  Kopje  fight,  May  96, 1900,  iroald 
lotoreating  to  most  of  us,  the  author  appUod   to  Troopar 
F.  J.  B.  La*.    The  narrative,  following,  is  the  ^fsult. 


wuh  in  ft  Bpruit.  Wa  reaohod  BetUehem  CooithooM  i 
Unlimifeod  bully-beef,  bread,  end  tobecco  vere  roedy  (or  i 
who  hadn't  pipes  were  supplied  with  them.  StraW 
blankets  were  piled  In  one  corner.  At  6  o'clock  we  tam«4 
For  the  first  time  sinca  leaving  England  in  February  wa^ 
orrer  oar  beads.    This  was  on  Saturday. 

The  next  morning  I  suoooBsfuUy  applied  to  the  landro^ 
to  attend  the  EnglJRh  Chorch  for  service,  and  at  10.30  lodj 
armed  guards,  went  to  the  churcii  near  by.  Our  entrai 
■aniation,  to  be  sure,  but  that  did  not  detract  from  our  4 
sarvioe.  which  was  exactly  the  same  as  at  home.  In  ti 
rector  called  upon  us,  in  the  presence  of  our  guards,  i 
senricea.  Under  cover  of  general  conversation  he  ofTerd 
This  was  indeed  a  boon,  (or  we  had  been  informed  thati 
be  censored  by  the  Froo  State  offioiaU.  In  the  after|| 
aoooant  of  the  fight  and  my  subeoquent  doings  to  tfe 
for  the  edification  of  my  relatives  and  friends,  and  thflj 
him,  I  pitched  it  over  the  wall  into  his  book  gardefll 
exercising  in  the  courtyard.  Four  months  later,  aftoH' 
Imprieooment,  I  rejoined  my  company  at  this  very  toil 
packet  I  opened,  from  amoug  many  which  had  accunti 
the  issue  of  the  paper  in  which  this  letter  appeared  I 

The  burghers  who  hod  accompanied  us  from  the  lai^fll 
of  the  four  or  five  smart  young  follows  wearing  the  uniM 
Free  State  Police,  who  were  on  duty  at  the  Oourthom 
consisted  of  a  neat  and  well-fitting  dark  blue  tunio-H 
worn  by  our  police-iuspectors  at  homo — cord  breeches,  M 
spure.  All  were  armed  with  Colt  revolvers.  Around 
waa  a  band  of  orange  silk,  ornamented  with  a  badge  repM 
of  the  State,  a  large,  framed  copy  of  which  badge  decori 
bare  walls  of  the  lofty  CourthoUBe. 

The  landrost  and  fiold-comct  kindly  allowed  the  EngUi 
to  send  in  afternoon  tea,  and  one  or  two  young  F^tiglinhifl 
the  neighbourhood  also  obtained  permission  to  visit  us. 

Those  of  ua  who  were  in  want  of  new  clothes  wore  glvi 
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On  the  front  door  o(  onr  temporary  priaon  was  pasted  a  pablio  prooU- 
mation  in  Dutch  and  English,  referring  to  the  "righteous  war  upon 
wUoh  the  BftpuhUo  and  H^ree  State  had  Bntered.**  and  in  which  onr 
Oovenixnant  was  gpokea  of  ae  a  *'  eo-c&llod  civilieod  power."  On  another 
door  was  stack  a  pUn  of  Spion  Kop,  showing  the  reepeotlTa  poaitions  of 
the  combatants  on  certain  dates. 

We  ware  anxioixa  that  our  relatiTea  and  friends  at  home  ahoold  know 
what  had  become  of  us,  for  we  knew  that  our  names  would  be  included  in 
tba  very  unsatlsfaotory  list  of  "misfiing,"  nntU  our  authoritiea  had 
daflnite  knowledge  of  our  whereabouts  and  condition.  We  mentioned 
this  to  the  landrost,  who  was  good  enoogh  to  take  a  list  of  our  namoe 
and  regimental  numbers,  for  the  purpoae  of  forwarding  it  to  the  Boer 
b— dqaartais,  with  an  aeoomponying  rei^uest  that  they  woold  oom- 
mimieate  it  to  oar  own  War  Department. 

For  these  and  other  much-appreciated  kindnesses  we  drew  up  and 
signed  a  short  testimonial,  to  the  landrost  and  fleld-comet,  in  appreciation 
of  the  favours  conferred  by  them.     It  was  as  follows : — 

"  Betht.bhtcm  Coitstuous£.  O.V.S. 

••  May  38«  1900. 
"  We.  the  undorsigned  British  prisoners  of  war,  of  the  34th  Company, 
t.Y.,  beg  to  thank  the  landrost  and  fiold-cornet  for  the  great  conside- 
ration and  kindness  shown  us." — Signed  (The  thirteen  signatures  followed ). 

It  was  felt,  both  by  the  recipients  and  signatories,  that  this  testimonial 
might  prove  of  service  In  the  event  o!  the  British  occupation  of  tho  town, 
especially  if  the  question  of  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  should  arise. 

C  .1  the  whole  wo  spent  a  pleasant  Sunday  there,  writing  and  reading, 
r  jciving  visitors,  ot  walking  in  the  courtyard,  where  we  were  regarded 
with  an  amount  of  quiet  interest  by  passors-by — Kaffirs  and  children 
moctly,  no  men  being  anywhere  visible ;  they  were  away  on  commando. 

The  next  morning,  after  a  wash  and  broak£sst,  we  were  ordered  to  pack 
up  for  trekking.  At  first  it  was  for  Harrismith,  then  for  Vrede :  tho 
ianaar  town,  though  being  on  tho  railway  line  for  Pretoria,  was  threatooed 
hy  one  of  our  divisions.  A  bullock  team  drew  up,  and  some  of  our  forniar 
bmgfaer  guards  aroimd  it.  Two  recently-killed  sheep,  in  sacks,  coflaa, 
long  rolls  ot  bread,  sugar,  and  a  oaee  of  bully-beef  were  thrown  in  for 
cor  snstenance.  We  climbed  aboard,  and  st&rted  (or  Vredo,  which  we 
reached  without  excitement  or  mishap  in  three  days.  Sergeant  NicoU 
and  Trooper  Weedon  had  been  left  behind,  ill  with  dysentery,  rodooing 
9ar  Dumben  to  eleven. 

It  was  nearly  dark  when  we  entered  Vrede;  bat  there  was  a  anaU 
ip  of  men  outside  Boss*s  Hotel  when  wo  pulled  up.  Several  of  onr 
faard  laft  us  to  go  into  the  house,  leaving  one  side  of  the  boUook  waggon 
fMa. 

One  or  two  Englishmen  came  alongside  and  gave  a  lew  words  of  cheer 
Attdtnoouragement,  and  ahottJo  of  whiftkoy.  Thi%  was  quickly  «Md  into 
0«pBant  Soott's  groat-coat  pocket,  and,  as  we  bad  not  taatc*  *nytluQg  la 
Ika  aha^  of  aloobol  for  months,  its  mere  pr—noe  had  a  daatdadly  oliMBy 
anticipatory  efleet  oa  several  of  us.  We  war*  thaft  Ottavd  into  tba 
parlour  ot  tha  hotel,  and  glad  enough  w«  w«ra,  loo,  to  taavt  mt  alow  and 
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jotting  oaaveytntM.  Bemdoi,  we  wen  >o  eold  and  sti 
onuEUped  lot  many  hotin.  To  nt  in  e  ohalr  and  in  e  weU-IigM 
this  alone  was  luxury  I  Then  Mr.  Boa,  wfao  wae  kindneae  pa 
sent  Qi  in  tobaooo  ad  Ub.^  and  with  the  proroiao  of  a  good  dinnei 
as  it  could  bo  prepared,  we  felt  that  the  hardthfps  of  inMWaBl 
had  some  compeusationB.  i 

How  to  disouBs  the  hidden  bottle  of  wbiakey  Wii  tha  uigmii 
No  atimulanta  allowed."  said  the  guard,  but  glmene  ol  waftar 
•erved»  and,  m  our  guards  were  standing  outside  the  three  or  U 
the  forbidden  bottle  was  produoed  and  sampled  by  Soott,  amidst  F 
n^ootation.  Then  a  sudden  commotion  and  high  words.  The 
open  and  the  most  villainous  guard  of  all.  rifle  in  hand,  strode 
Scott  was  sitting,  and  snatobed  the  precious  bottle  away,  in  a 
nuhoner.  It  appoELTod  that  those  ovil-disposed  burghers  had  been 
OB  through  the  skylight.  They  hod  climbed  upon  loogbenoh  hi 
the  door  to  do  this.  Then,  when  the  "  ouraed  rooineka"  WM 
seen  onjoying  thenueivei,  smoking  and  drinking  spirits,  their 
anger  was  aroused.     Boss  was  accused  of  serving  ua. 

At  this  date  Vrede  was  the  headquarters  of  the  Orange  ] 
OoTemment.  Some  of  the  responsible  officials — although  f 
President,  was  not — were  staying  at  the  hotel.  Their  spidei 
oape  carts,  and  other  conveyauces  weru  seen  as  we  entered 
Several  well-dressed  men  entered  the  room,  looked  at  us  into 
a  few  questions,  and  then  withdrew,  Dixnn,  or  Dickson,  said 
Attorney  General,  and  an  Engliahman,  was  among  their  vii 
was  typically  BriUsh-looking,  he  was  wearing  a  grey  tweed  a 
jacket  and  knickerbockers.  He  said  very  little.  Wo  were  at 
orickete ;  in  striking  contrast,  as  it  struck  me  then,  to  tba  Bo( 
I  had  been  escorting  only  a  fortnight  before. 

Dinner  was  announced  at  last.  As  we  left  the  parlour,  w 
part  of  an  annex  to  the  hotel,  and  entered  the  street  for  the  h 
room,  a  crowd  of  people  surrounded  us,  whose  faces  showed 
carious  In  the  light  from  the  open  door.  Nothing  that  we  o 
stand  was  addressed  to  us,  and  the  attitude  towards  oa  waa  tt 
curiosity. 

That  dinner  was  a  memorable  one  I  Weren't  we  hungry  I  1 
of  bright  glass,  polished  silver,  and  clean  plates  I  Epetg 
Aowars,  wore  charming  graces,  soothing  to  the  dusty-oyod,  T 
BritUherl  Once  again  we  ate  like  Christians,  and  pasBod  t) 
an  unfamiliar  politeness.  Around  two  tables,  similarly  dec 
seated  our  shaggy -bearded  and  lank-haired  guards,  unwaa 
parontly  so,  with  bandoliers  still  on,  and  riiles  near  by  in  tt 
on  the  chair  back.  It  was  superfluous  care.  Small  chance  ol 
away  with  that  dinner  before  us  I  It  would  not  bo  fair  to 
guatdSr  one  and  all,  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  the  various 
sat  before  them ;  for,  as  at  our  table,  they  disappeared  rapidly 
imd  noiseless  ooolie  waiters  had  quite  enough  to  do  for  a 
partook  of  soup,  fish,  entrees,  and  joint,  the  latter  being  lam 
peas.    Fruit  and  cofiee  ended  one  of  the  moat  enjoyable  meal: 

As  the  hotel  and  school-house  accommodation  was  already 
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Iho  OoTemm«rnt  officials  ftnd  their  Mrrants,  it  was  announced  tkafc  onr 
bedi  (or  the  night  were  to  be  laid  in  the  gaoll    This  waa  nnpleaaaat 
D«w>,  bat  where  was  the  help  (or  it? 
The  white  stone  building  looked  oold  and  antnvitiztg  enough  in  the 

[bright  moonlight.  a«  we  walked  ander  the  gateway.    The  quiet-speaking 
)t  resolnte-looking  gaoler,  an  Englishman,  named  Woodiey,  met  us,  and 
lowed  US  to  our  lodgings  on  "  the  oold.  oold  stones."    The  eleven  ol  ns 
'Were  divided  into  two  sleeping  parties  of  five  and  six,  and  pat  into  two 
oelifl.    Those  lacking  blankets  were  supplied. 

Woodlej  told  ns  that  there  had  been  a  big  row  at  the  hotel  over  the 
whiskey  incident.  Presently  an  Englishman,  named  Wateon,  was 
brought  in  by  the  police,  highly  excited  and  greatly  profane.  The 
^tpearanco  of  some  of  his  countrymen  ai  prisoners  of  war  and  deprived 
of  their  liquor  had  upset  him ;  he  had  been  calling  people  and  things  by 
their  wrong  names  in  the  hotel  bar,  thereby  endangering  the  peace. 
Hence  his  incarceration,  against  which  ho  clamoured  long  and  loudly. 
rWe  had  nothing  to  give  him  for  his  complaint  but  our  sympathy ;  and 
'ibat,  as  an  ameliorating  influence,  wae  not  a  suooeea. 

The  authorities  told  off  an  Englishman,  among  others,  as  a  guard, 
Huwerablo  {or  our  appearance  next  morning.  Beeing  that  we  were 
already  well  secured,  this  appeared  superfluous.  Anyhow,  by  tome 
means  he  had  got  hold  o(  the  forfeited  bottle  of  whiskey,  and  before  our 
cell  wae  finally  loclsed  (or  the  night,  insisted  npon  seeing  for  himself  that 
we  were  secure,  declining  to  be  held  responsible  otherwise.  He  merely 
looked  in  with  the  gaoler,  before  the  latter  locked  us  in,  but  that  whiskey 
was  under  a  blanket  before  the  key  was  turned  on  us.  We  nerer  saw  him 
■0sin,  but  ho  should  live  long  and  happily,  for  his  health  was  frequently 
drunk,  and  with  erary  good  wish  that  night,  nor  will  hlB  praoUoal 
■ympatby  ever  be  forgotten. 

He  oocup&nts  of  the  other  oell,  through  Woodley'i  own  forethon^t, 
also  had  a  night-cap  apiece. 

The  bang  and  clatter  of  the  iron  ecU  door,  with  the  sliding  of  the  long 
flioea-bolt  outside,  were  the  mo«t  jarring  sounds  I  have  ever  heard. 
Though  the  oeiUng  wae  lofty  enough,  It  seemed  at  onoe  to  dosoond  with 
atifling  and  deprusing  effect.  Bat  we  were  tired,  well  fed,  had  an  empty 
bottle,  and  therefore  soon  asleep. 

The  lack  of  rest  and  the  tnclemenoy  of  the  weather  had  affected  Blytb, 
who  eomplained  of  feeling  unwell. 

Wa  were  awakened  by  our  good  friend  the  gaoler,  who  bad  hot.  Cragrant 
coflM  and  eatables  ready  for  us.  A  wash  in  the  yard  refreshed  us,  and 
than  we  fell  to  inspecting  our  sorroondings.  The  first  thing  I  noted  was 
•  flioai  frame  about  8  foot  high  by  4  feet  broad,  something  very  like  a 
krg«  picture  eaael.  It  was  the  whipping  gallows,  used  when  thn  cat  was 
administered  to  native  prisoners.  Dark  atalnt  upon  It  showed  bar*  and 
Ibari,  and  it  seemed  lo  have  been  in  general  use.  At  the  ga^  hartdea  lh« 
baad  0Mlar,  Woodiey.  there  was  a  staff  of  Kaffir  poUoeman.  One  Of  lb«m 
wbo  iwaggered  around  in  an  immense  hyena-far  cap,  and  with  knobkarvlaa, 
a«agais.  Ac.,  wait  quite  the  native  warrior. 

Two  men  of  the  Kaetem  Province  Horao  joined  na  aa  prisoners  alter 
brsaUast;    they  had   been   oaptored   naar   Idndlay:    kbair  ttaateaaat, 
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Bertnm,  «nd  the  C«ntr&I  Kowb  Wat  CorrMpondaDt, 
the  night  at  Boia'ii  hotel. 

Wo  were  borriBed  to  learn  that  in  the  gaol,  the 
leper,  a  nativo.  His  cell  was  the  first  on  the  right 
did  not  Bee  him. 

We  were  struck  by  the  peculiar  brass  pannikins  wJ 
Some  months  afterwards  I  got  one  from  Woodloy,  wba 
Bojros*  Brigade,  en  rvuU  from  Staodorton  to  ELarrismith,  v 
pMiad  through  Vr«do.  M 

From  Vrede  we  trekked  inooesantly  to  TiTiii  liiiiliij 
Sianderton,  and  Ermelo  where  we  passed  the  Boer  ItaU 
and  Carolina.  Sergeant  Scott  and  Corporal  Holy  were  h 
the  way.     Blyth  bad  been  le!t  ill  at  Vrodo.  M 

Wo  crossed  the  railway  at  St&ndorton,  and  it  waa  siri^ 
again  after  so  many  months  away  from  the  rail.  The  road 
Vaal  River,  opened  by  Kruger,  was  still  intact.  A  large  or 
outside  tho  Courthouse  yard  in  front  of  which  the  vierki 
HerO|  seemingly  far  away  from  war's  alarm,  wo  expected 
ftt^,  and  to  rest.  Kverything  pointed  to  this  pleas 
suddenly  a  big.  boarded,  wuU-mounted  veld-oomet 
and  peremptorily  ordered  us  to  remount  tho  wi 
in,  and  away  we  went  again,  in  leu  than  five  mini 

At  Machadodorp,  then  the  headquarters  of  the  Transrai 
we  had  a  good  meal.  President  Kruger,  at  the  station,  wa 
ing  a  railway  carriage  coupled  to  an  engine  which  always 
Dismounting  from  the  waggons  in  the  square,  wo  were  sc 
by  a  crowd  of  burghers  and  others,  among  them  being  th 
Oentlemen  of  tho  Boor  Irish  Brigade  also  troubled  us 
**  drinks  out  of  thoir  maueors,"  and  one  in  particular  seen 
likoly  to  fire  into  ua.  Uo  was  rather  drunk,  and  our  okoc 
him;  then  ho  wanted  to  fight  thorn.  Another  of  tho  Brigi 
he  had  left  Ireland  to  fight  against  UB,  and  hod  left  hie  wiJ 
his  work,  which  was  that  of  keeping  an  asylum  or  infirmor 

Then  we  entrained  for  Nooitgedacht,  which  the  facetioua 
in  a  hopeless  moment,  christened  "Nevor-get^ut."  As  it 
we  reached  Watorval  Bovon  and  Waturval  Ondcr,  we  hod  n 
of  aeeing  the  beautiful  waterfalis  there.  On  arriving  at  N 
were  met  at  the  station  by  a  large  number  of  armed  boei 
by  them  to  the  Coumioudant's  office,  where  our  names, 
rc^[iment  were  taken  down.  Lighted  by  fiares,  we  ox 
11|  acre  wired  enclosure,  then  holding  the  Glosters,  Boyal 
and  Bufiolks;  tho  former  two  from  Nicholson's  Nek,  an 
County  I^giment  from  Colesberg.  They  hod  been  entrKU 
just  in  time  to  miss  boing  relieved  by  our  forces.  jl 

We  were  very  tired  and  hungry.  Some  rusks  were  gfli 
mandant  saying  that  was  all  he  could  do,  and  his  own  men 
go  short  in  consequence.  Some  of  tho  lioyal  Irish  Fvm 
most  kindly  brewed  some  cofiee  and  gave  it  to  as ;  theuij 
in  our  blankets  or  cloaks,  wo  wero  soon  asleep. 

Wo  formed  ourselves  into  a  mess,  and  elected  one  mAnI 
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the  appointed  times,  and  gradually  »ltled  dowru  to  &  life  of  weftrintts, 
dost-stomu,  vermin,  &nd  short  rations.  We  tentod  in  Little  groupe,  not 
Altogether.  In  aboat  %  fortnight  we  were  rejoined  by  our  oonv&leacent 
oomradee  BIyth  end  Weedon. 

The  existing  p-inglewire  fence  was  strongthooed  by  double  crott- 
ealaoglemonts ;  clcotrio  plant  and  lighte  were  placed  in  position,  the  poets 
being  some  forty  yarda  apart.  Stores  could  be  purchased  at  famine  prioea 
from  Anderson's  Stores,  near  by.  A  narrow  stream  running  through  one 
end  of  the  enoloeure  mffioed  for  drinking,  cooking,  and  washing 
porpoaea. 

Daring  the  first  fortnight  the  13th  Yeomanry  Regiment,  consisting  of 
the  D.C.O/s,  the  Dublins  (two  companies),  and  the  Belfast  Company, 
•cnDd  ADO  men,  came  in.  They  hod  been  captured  at  Llndley  under 
flnkmal  Spngge.  The  Lincolos  nndor  Colonel  Roberts,  and  a  squadron 
of  Soots  Oreys  from  Nitrals  Nek,  also  joined  ua  later,  till  with  details  we 
nnmbered  1,800  men.  Corpora]  Hely  and  one  of  the  D.G.O.'s  escaped  one 
Sunday  after  a  church  parade,  in  this  way.  Those  of  the  British  troops 
who  oared  to  attend  service  were  allowed  outside  the  gate  within  a  rough 
hallow  square  whose  sides  were  the  endosore  itself  and  the  armed  Boar 
guard,  most  of  whom,  at  this  time,  were  Zarps,  the  Johannesburg  Polios. 
Ai  these  church  parades,  the  officers  grouped  themselves  apart  from  the 
BSD.  around  the  senior  commanding  officer,  who  acted  as  chaplain.  Being 
on  parole,  they  would  walk  about  after  the  service  within  the  Umite 
prescribed  by  their  parole,  instead  of  returning  to  the  enolosore  with  the 
men. 

At  the  dismissal  of  a  partioular  efaureh  parade,  Hely  and  the  D.0.0. 
rtmllari  over  and  mingled  with  the  group  of  officers,  unnoticed  by  the  Boer 
guard,  being  well  dressed  in  leather  putties,  riding  brooches,  spun,  Ac. 
Then,  walking  with  some  officers  to  that  part  of  the  stream  used  by  thorn 
as  a  bathing  place,  tho  two  Yeomen  laid  down  in  the  long  grass  till  even- 
ing. They  had  five  days'  provisions  concealed  on  them,  and  when  it  was 
dark  enough  to  move  they  started  off  aoroes  the  hills  for  Ermelo, 
gatttng  to  the  Briti&h  lines  in  sevan  days.  They  picked  up  a  native  who 
guided  them,  and  provisioned  them  when  th^  own  stock  failed. 

Trooper  F.  J.  B.  Lee  had  seven  weeks*  severe  illness  in  the  Bosr  Dutch 
Cross  Ambulance  train,  standing  in  the  siding  at  Kooitgodaoht 
This  train  consisted  of  five  carriages,  two  of  thorn  being  flttod 
^Ik  bonks  for  the  patients,  the  remaining  three  having  berths  for  dootota 
and  mirass,  or  for  sU>res  and  cooking.  Tbars  wsia  also  asranl  laift 
near  at  hand  ondar  Um  Mma  managsmsnt. 

Ona  day,  an  aUerapt  was  made  by  the  Boers  to  ooont  the  prieoners,  in 

tioh  they  were  assisted  by  Colonel  Spragge  of  the  D.C.O.  s,  then  the 
commanding  officer.    This  procedurs  wan  bitterly  resented,  and 
as  far  as  possihls,  by  tha  pcisonars.    Harland,  of  the  Ballast 
ly  of  Yeomanry,  and  of  the  well-known  firm  of  shlpbulldsrs,  was 
brutally  on  the  side  of  the   face  by  a  big,  black-bearded   Boer, 
of  ours,  who  saw  the  action,  called  him  a  coward,  whereupon 
was  marohed  ofl  ondar  oaoort  to  a  oorrufatsd  iron  railway  van, 
^«hloh  had  bs«a  dragged  off  the  Uns  naar  the  compoand,  (or  a  prison. 

The  brute  who  bad  oonunitted  ths  outrs^  was  ftothlng  at  Um  mouth. 
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llMpctecm«n«rth«iad  lofrtborwUb  aaanHa^Hid 

lookad  b^  tin  ibe  ooasBuaaftai's  AttaBtfoB  ^fM  «Uad  to  tUil 
ha  WM  ordered  out.  P.  J.  B.  Lee  obtabwd  pffiriarion  to  MOoia| 
Uad  to  tb«  bospilttl.  bat  wm  tk>pf«d  aft  the  g»t«  of  tho  mokm 
g^owli,  fTorknd  going  on  •Icoo. 

HanwzaMi  oMainod  iiwiiihiiiM  lo  takm  Bioksdi'ibluMoto: 
on  rwoklag  tbo  pcinD  vmi  vm  UnnU  vaewiaaoioulj  bandW 
**  lor  ho  WM  one  o(  th«  lome  gang***  tfa«7  mid. 

With  ton  otherft  they  were  kept  in  thjU  onlightod  Knd  insi 
VonllUted  hole  for  twolTi  hoorv  without  other  food  than  a  pttU. 
boUod  uid  iiBSweetansd  mcaiim  and  without  any  sanitary  oot 
whatever. 

liiobardi  wai  tried  by  a  rough  ooart-martial,  and  after  HTonkl 
fbuoaot  was  diaoharged.  MoBwraith,  bowew,  w«a  hapt  is 
place  for  foily  a  week  longer,  and  had  allared  iwy  muoh  for 
when  he  did  return.  He  never  tHorooghly  roooiored,  and  ami 
at  Beits  of  enterio.  Thoee  of  oi  who  were  with  him  in  oaptivlk 
watched  him  afterw&rd»t  b^ere  that  his  death  was  due  to  t 
inoaroeration  in  that  fool  van  at  Nooitgedacht. 

Wo  had  heard  continuons  firing  of  heavy  gnni  for  npwardi 
night.  It  was  Roberts's  advance  eastward  from  Pretoria,  an 
advance  northward  from  Standerton.  At  last  train  loads  ol 
furniture,  guns,  horses,  oattle,  and  moles  began  to  paas  down  th 
US  towards  Barborton. 

On  Augnst  astb  and  39tb  Boer  commandos  began  to  trel 
oompounda,  to  take  up  positions  in  our  n^ar.    For  two  days  s 
a  strange,  unkempt  crowd  of  undisciplined  men  pafiAdd,  as  woU 
sheep  and  goats,  herds  of  cattle,  kaffir  boys  with  spare  horsei 
horses ;  and  veldt  waggons  piled  with  furniture  and  crowded  v 
and  children,  slowly  oreaked  by,  drawn  by  ill-assorted  oxou 
Khak!*p&inted  guns  lumbered  or  rattled   by,  acoompanied  gi 
men  in  the  bloe-and- white  uniform  of  the  Btaat's  ArtiUerie. 
and  Italian  CoDunondos  passed  with    their  green  puggarees 
plomea.     And  all  the  time  tho  big  guns  wero  heard,  and  as  * 
our  release  approached  the  bark  of  the  pom-pom  reached  our  m 

Every  one  was  excited.  Buried  field-glasses  were  dug  oil 
hands  held  tham  to  aoxious  aud  btraiuing  eyes.  The  road  w, 
towards  Watorval  Onder  seemed  filled  with  ondleaa  odds  m 
warfare,  and  group  after  group  of  mounted  men  rode  np  to  us 
on.  Trains  with  hardly  a  train's  ieiigth  between  them  slowly  ' 
the  endues  were  packed  to  the  funnuls  with  himitnro  and  mer 

At  last  the  stream  of  fugitives  thinned ;  the  rearmost  wen 
gallop.  Some  of  them  were  American  oow>boys,  who,  in  reply 


*  This  woB  the  sort  of  spontaneously  kind  thing  that  would  oc 
Mollwraith  boys  to  do.  1  remember  noting  one  of  them  on 
rainy  and  chill  day  prewing  upon  a  comrade  a  long  block  mack 
which  he  would  have  beeu  better  ofl  himself. — Author, 
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laqotriea  u  to  wh;  they  were  harrying  ao,  replied  that  onr  "flying 
artiUery  **  were  ooming  down  the  valley,  and  "  they'd  got  to  git." 

On  August  30th  at  about  oood  came  the  order  to  prepare  to  leave. 
Then  was  there  a  fercrish  packing  of  cook  ig-tins,  and  grillors  made  o( 
barbed  wire ;  and  ol  billies  made  of  ball;  «eef  tins.  About  3  p.m  the 
gatea  were  opened,  and  the  hall-^mished  British  prisoners  ol  war  left  their 
**  cage"  (or  freedom. 

T.  Lee.  who  had  boon  camping  with  the  D.O.O/s,  was  taken  to 
BarbertoQ  with  them  on  the  morning  of  the  release  of  the  greater  number 
of  the  rest  of  the  prisoners.  The  Boers  &aid  that,  aa  the  D.C.O/t  were 
so  wealthy,  they  might  aa  well  go  on  paying  for  their  keep,  so  the  qnartar 
whioh  they  oocupiod  was  aoddanly  surrotmdcd.  and  some  forty  of  them 
were  marched  out  of  the  encloaure  to  the  station. 

lATge  numbers  of  the  Boer  rearguard  were  about  burning  the  huge 
■taoka  of  timber  at  the  station,  and  moh  waggons  as  could  not  be  removed. 
Atlaehte  of  various  nationalitiea  were  busy  photographing  us  and  every- 
thing of  interest. 

Qeneral  Ben  Viljocn.  who  released  ua,  made  a  little  spaeoh,  which  oon- 
oluded  with  the  worda  **  and  I  hope  the  time  b  not  far  away  when, 
inatead  of  being  enemies,  we  shall  be  very  good  triends,'*  at  whioh  we 
cheered. 

Diraotad  by  a  couple  of  Boers,  the  1.800  ragged,  unkempt,  and  hungry 
nleased  men  began  a  weary  march,  heavily  laden  with  cooking  things, 
btankilB,  and  groat-eoats.  Here  and  there  on  our  flanks,  parties  of 
mounted  Boers  in  line,  facing  us.  prevented  any  wandering  from  the 
direct  route. 

We  reached  Helvetia,  where  the  British  advance  partiee  were  engaging 
the  Boer  rearguard.  Next  day  wo  took  train  to  Pretoria,  where  w  slayed 
a  fortnight  in  British  rest  camps,  and  where  we  wtre  iHUod  extm  ratkina 
and  an  entirely  new  outfit,  including  arms. 

SsEgaant  Tomliu  and  Sergeant-Farrier  Meek  went  Into  the  Imperial 
Yaomanry  HoapitaL  Trooper  Robertson  obtained  a  poet  on  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Staff  at  Pretoria. 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held  upon  the  surrender  at  SenekaL  Sergeant 
Beott  and  Trooper  F.  J.  B.  liee  were  seleoted  to  ^ve  evideooe  in  the  oaae. 
When  this  had  been  recorded  it  was  oertifled  by  the  remainder  of  the 
ex-prisonoTB  then  present. 

IJltimatflly  we  rsaobad  Harriamith  by  way  of  Standerton,  Newcastle, 
and  lAdyamith  ;  and  several  of  us  rejoined  our  company  as  soon  aa  poMible 
at  Bethlehem.     (See  pegos  306  and  310). 

F.  J.  B.  Lk». 

6818.  34th  Company  I.Y. 
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A   BALLAD  OF  THE  34th/ 


**&BBOBAirT-MAJOR  BoixxB I     Sergvftni-Mftjor  Roller  I**     Do  y 

the  Major  calling  .  .    .  galloping  so  prim  ? 
"  Sergeant- Major    Roller  I      Sergeant- Major  Roller  I  **      And    sm 

Major's  loolung  and  soldier-like  and  slim ! 
The  call  cornea  up  so  frequently,  we  know  no  passing  whim 
lilakoa  Sergeant-Major  Boiler  indispensable  to  him. 


n 


In  iMirraoks,  on  parade,  or  in  the  fighting-line 

Our  I>albiao  wan  soldlcr-Uko  by  ovory  noldior  sign : 

Ho  liked  oui  Sergeant -Major,  but  he  cut  his  liking  fine 

For  UB  aoldiera  who  wore  **  amatoura,"  and  he  called  u«  **  heaatly  t 

And  *twas  "  Sergeant-Major  Roller  t    Sergeant-Major  Holler  t    I 

keep  your  bally  yeoman  to  his  work  I 
Sorgoant-Major  Roller  I    Sergeant-Major  Roller!    Will  you    doi 

fatigues  of  thofie  that  ahirk  I " 

That  was  his  Boldier  way,  but  if  we  chanced  to  meet  ^M 

This  martinet  in  private,  or  out  upon  the  street, 
A  sweeter- miuine rod  man  than  ho  ne'er  pasaed  the  time  o*  day, 
If  many  women  sighed  for  him — small  wonder,  aU  I  say. 

Down  south,  in  Table  Bay,  wo  saw  groat  ships  upon  all  sides, 
And  just  above,  round  Maitland  Camp,  wo  took  our  prnotioe  ridee 
First  taste  of  veldt  and  kopje  work  oar  Major  gave  ua  then, 
Ho  rubbed  it  in  and  roundly  swore,  "  By  Christ  I  he'd  make  us  m 


*  These  verses  were  oomposed — I  cannot  say  written,  for  tl 
simply  committed  to  memory — four  or  fi%-e  months  after  the 
afUi.    They  are  published  at  the  request  of  comrades,  several 
are  dead.    Another  excuse  for  their  publication  might  perhaps 
in  the  fact  that,  however  crude  they  may  appear  to   outsid 
undoubtedly  struck,  at  the  time  they  were  "  made  up  " — soon 
oommenocment  of  the  "guerilla  warfare" — some  note  that  d 
been  unconsciousiy  humming  In  the  memories  of  many  of  us, 
appealed  to  almost  all  of  us,  and  for  a  season  were  in  demand. 
has  refereooe  to  a  favourite  or  constant  one  of  our  Major,  see  Gh 
page  58. 
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So  'twu,  *'  Scrg«ftnt-MAJor  Rollert  BergAftot- Major  Roller ! 
'*  N Timber  Throw— Lod  Horses — Go,  giro  it  to  •om  hot  I 
"  Sergeaut-Major  FtoUer !  Sergd&nl-Major  Roller  t 

I  wish  we  were  in  action,  the  beggars  would  be  shott  ** 

Wc  marohod  by  day,  by  night  we  marobed,  and  the  way  we  marched  was 

far, 
Wc  pitched  oor  camps  to  the  night  wind's  moan  and  the  tune  of  the 

Morning  Star. 

We  are  Comrad«c»  we  are  Comrades,  by  the  days  that  we  have  dwelt 
In  the  Land  of  woary  distanoes  of  dreary  khaki  veldt  t 

By  the  amethyst  and  emerald  where  the  peach  and  wattle  bloom 
In  the  ocx^hard  by  the  kloofside  where  the  distant  kopjes  loom  I 

By  the  {nsslng  of  the  bottle— and  the  water  running  low — 

And  a  thousand  little  kindly  things  whereof — we  know — we  know  t 

By  the  clink  of  bit  and  Btirrup.  and  the  riding  knee  to  knee. 
We  may  not  forgot  the  debts  that  bind  the  units  Mc  and  Thee  I 

And  ai  we  galloped  across  the  Teldt  in  the  hours  before  the  day, 

"Right  shouJdorup"  to  the  Southern  Cross  or  straight  for  the  Milky  Way, 

We  beard  the  Major's  clear-cut  voioe,  the  tones  that  men  obey, 

"  Sergeant- Major  Roller  I  Sergeant- Major  Roller  I  your  place  is  with  your 

Company,  and  don*t  forget  it,  Sirl 
"Sergeant-Major  Roller )  Sergean  t- Major  Roller  1  if  yoor  Company  should 

straggle,  Christ  Qod,  don't  let  it,  Sir  t " 

We  watched  by  day,  by  night  we  watched,  and  the  guards  we  did  w«b* 

long. 
Bat  we  thongbt  of  home  *tU]  the  bugles  blew  the  refrain  of  a  SonriM 

Song! 

We  are  Comrades— we  are  Comrades,  by  the  price  that  we  have  paid. 
By  the  tale  of  Sick  and  Wounded,  and  the  Graves  that  we  hare  Laid  I 

0  Senokal  1  O  Senekal  I  and  the  fighting  to  the  east  1 

II  we  didn't  get  a  bellyful,  we  got  a  decoot  feast. 

Boras  took  their  danger  mildly — not  minding  in  the  least — 
A«  Qp  the  dusty,  stony  street  they  heard  the  Major  shout, 
"  Sergeant- Major  Roller  I   Sergeant-major  Roller  I    lot's  got   up  on  the 
kopje  and  turn  the  beggars  outt** 

[A  vary  simple  matter  that — a  twenty-minute  ride  I 

Bat  boolden  rolled  and  hones  fell  upon  the  kopjo  sidei 

And  out  upon  the  kopje  lop  there  was  no  plaoe  to  hide 

And  *twaa  "Sergeant-Major  BoUerl   BeEfSftat-M^or  BoUerl  dismount 

your  men,"  he  cried. 
And  then— with  hand  upon  his  throat—*  Ah  Oodl     Mot     Take  'o 

teokl*'— hedled. 
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The  order  CAme,  boi  eune  boo  Utd — for  most  of  as  at  least, 

And  Dcm  it  saemod  none  might  be  spared  from  this  little  Uaassr  U 

For  fonr  o(  our  good  oomradea  all  matten  mundane  oeaaad  t 

We  did  not  turn  those  barghors  out,  wo  did  the  host  wg  could, 
Binoe  only  six  oi  us  came  back  where  thirty-one  bad  stood. 
Sic  but  wc  did  that  blasted  da;  was  hardly  reokonod  good  I 

And  Roller  ?    Roller  was  the  last  to  oome,  a  smile  upon  his  iaoe, 
A  wouuded  man  that  ho'd  picked  up  was  riding  in  his  plaoe, 
And  bis  mare  was  prancing  round  ae  il  'twas  some  Gymkhana  rao4 

** Bergeant-Msjor  Roller t  Sergeant- Major  Roller!"  we  shall  b 
Major  calling  you  in  silent  nights  to  oome  1 

**  Sergeant- Major  Roller  I  Sergeani-Major  Roller  I  "  the  sonnd  v 
memory  of  memories  to  somel 


Mr.  RoUerl  Mr.  Roller  t     WUl  you  listen  to  us  0 1 
We  hope  youi  next  promotion  will  not  be  oversow ! 
You're  a  *'  gentleman  in  khald  "—and  out  of  it — and  so- 
If  it  pleases  you  to  rido  to — well — why,  we  will  also  go  1 


APPENDIX    VI 

TWEBPONTEIN 

Day  wasjiut  breakiit^f  tu  I  got  tm  the  tap  of  th^  hiltt  bearimf  a  $iretchtrt 
— Cf^istma$  mommg.  Dead  attd  woimded  men  trerc  Iffwuf  thert  in 
•ceres.  TV  ffw^pUs  loere  lih^  shcanbUs.  On  the  inn^  crest  thg  34M 
chaps  were  tyiny  almost  in  a  line  as  they  had  been  minted  down  as 
they  tame  up  the  hill.  Their  Captain  {Hall)  was  in  front  of  th»m, 
UierdUy  shot  to  bits.  Our  camaUies  cam/not  be  less  than  900  all 
Id{(/."— From  the  letter  of  ao  eye-vritoeas,  dated  Jumuy  8th,  1903. 


TITHEN  Iho  little  remnant  of  tho  Old  34th  Company,  together  with  all 
**  th»t  remainod  of  the  other  old  Companioe  of  tho  11th  Battalion, 
waa,  OD  June  13th,  1901,  at  Uarri&mitb,  ordered  homOt  we  left  with  an 
understanding  that  a  body  of ' '  The  Kcw  Yeomanry  "  was  taking  oar  place. 
We  met  very  few  of  thorn ;  wo  never  knew  what  manner  of  men  they  were. 
There  was  no  time  for  that,  for  the  homo-going  men,  jtut  ofl  a  long  trvk. 
were  allowed  in  Harrinmith  a  atay  of  barely  throe  deya,  and  there  was 
much  to  do.  Wo  knew,  however,  that  the  llth  Battalion  rtlll  remained ; 
that  itft  composition  &&  to  Companies  would  be  pretty  much  tho  name : 
there  were  tttU  34th.  35th,  36tb,  &3rd,  and  62nd  Gompanlee.  Saoh  a  laoi 
oould  not  fail  to  be  a  binding  Unk  to  men  who  had  so  many  memoriofl 
hovering  over  the  mere  sound  of  tho  words  of  their  Company  number. 
"Fall  in.  34  1"  'Keep  exteiidod,  34!"  "Steady.  34  I '*  or,  aa  we  once 

beard  an  ofjiocr  aflectiouately  exolaim,  **  You  poor  bla«ted, 34  1 1 " 

Did  not  "  34  "  etaod,  or  seam  to  stand,  for  about  thirty-four  times  thirty- 
foor  of  the  raat  o£  oar  life?  Bat  thare  were  other  links.  Eight  or  nine 
of  our  old  oomrades  had  elected  to  throw  their  lot  in  with  the  new  men. 
Two  of  tbero  held  oommisaions,  others  were  to  get  promotions  or  oom- 
missioDs.  Then  Colonel  Firman  wu  still  to  lead  the  Battalion,  or  the 
Column  to  which  it  belonged.  When  we  should  arrive  home  we  knew 
Ibat  we  should  soan  the  war  t«lifgrams  with  a  new  and  strange  int«teel> 
Wc  should  sM  what  the  "New  34ib*'  did  to  "keep  lU  end  up."  We 
■hoold  run  down  the  morning  ewnalty-Ust  regularly,  and  a  sharpened 
attflDltoD  eraold  be  lure  to  spot  tha  «ld  loved  figures  31,  wkenevar  fate 
oadared  them  to  appear. 

Voc  some  months  the  new  men  remained,  for  the  moat  pari,  lo  and 
about  Uatrismith,  training — for  few  of  th«m  had  been  bonasMa  la  any 

35  m 
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MiiM  of  fche  word.  Not  •  (ow  undesirables  were  dlsoftrded  and  sent 
but  th«  roAt  gradually  shaped  into  a  useful  BattaUou.  Thfty  % 
treks  over  our  old  ground — Bothlehem,  the  Brandwater  Basin.  M 
Kflk,  Seo.  They  saw  fighting,  siokness,  and  other  tribulations ;  < 
]«amt  not  only  from  tho  lists,  but  from  interesting  letters  H 
oomrades.  Of  the  old  man,  Hall  was  a  Captain,  Agnew  a  full  Liell 
and  Heenan  a  LieutenAnt.  Agnew.  in  a  letter  I  received  in  Dm 
was  full  of  hops  for  the  future  of  tlic  new  34th ;  he  sent  a  moMflj 
Hall;  told  me  that  my  pony  "Prinsloo"  was  stiU  going  stroQ 
gave  news  for  other  men  ahould  1  chance  to  meet  them.  It  i 
kindly,  chatty  letter  of  a  good  comrade  and  a  good  soldier,  an^ 
the  last  I  was  to  get  from  him. 

Tbeu  the  blockhouse  lino  from  Hanismith  to  Bethlehem  m 
guarded,  and  the  principal  duty  fell  to  Colonel  Firman's  Coli 
ghastly  Christmaa  morning  tragedy  of  Tweofontein  followed.  T^ 
facts  of  this  sad  atTair  cannot  he  better  told  than  they  were  I 
ooDolse  telegrams  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  as  we  read  theiQ 
issues  of  The  Timej  of  December  S7th  and  30tb,  and  in  the  at 
lists  which  followed. 

I  felt  that  the  story  of  the  Sith  Company  would  not  be  quite  d 
without  the  sequel  of  Twecfontein.  Of  our  old  comrades,  Uall  an^ 
had  fallen,  and  others  had  barely  escaped  a  similar  fate.  Sol 
prisoners  for  a  few  days.  Lieutenant  Hardwick — cheery  Hard 
tho  Pom-Pom,  and  yoimg  Watney,  who  hod  taken  over  our  Mai 
lost  their  lives,  with  others  of  other  Companies  of  the  old  11th  B 

Here  at  home  bo  many  people  sagely  shook  their  heads  and  vet 
attribute  the  disaster  to  Christmas  festivities  I  Although  I  he 
remark  until  I  wearied  of  it,  I  rarely  answered  it,  because  the  c< 
uf  tho  war  and  of  active  Bervice  in  the  fiold  are  so  loosely  uz 
at  homo ;  novertheless»  to  a  survivor  of  Twecfontein  I  was  carof 
this  question  straight,  and  the  reply  was  an  unequivocal  **  No  I 
a  rum  issue  I "  Now  an  active  service  rrnn  insue  would  not  m 
foreless,  as  is  best  known  to  Quartermaster-Sergeants. 

To  survivors  I  wrote  for  information,  and  I  have  recei) 
iuteresting  letters,  and  I  hare  also  boon  privileged  to  rea 
letters  written  to  others.  Extracts  from  these  and  the  concise 
before  referred  to  shall  tell  the  tale.  The  story  so  told  can  mak 
tenoa  of  being  complete,  it  can  be  a  mere  outline  only.  Many  br 
of  that  night  will  over  remain  unrecorded. 

Of  the  occurrences  at  Tweefontein  Kopje  on  December  S4tl: 
of  the  disaster,  that  have  been  related  to  me,  and  whioh  do  n 
in  the  lotters,  tfro  ore  worthy  of  careful  note.  Tho  first  is  thi 
from  the  kopje  camp  of  the  infantry  of  the  column  to  a  camp  s 
distance  away,  and  the  second  is  that  on  the  afternoon  of  tha 
armed  Boers  captured  one  of  the  Kaffir  boys  of  the  column  wit 
a  thousand  yards  of  tho  high  summit,  and  under  tho  very  ei 
camp.  After,  apparently,  getting  information  from  him,  they  c 
him,  and  although  fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  tho  camj 
away.  It  would  seem  clear  that  such  a  thing  would  hardly 
attempted  had  not  the  enemy  been  in  oonalderable  force  in  I 
bouihood. 
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From  "  Til*  rim«,"  D0e0mb9r  *ntk,  1901. 
The  following  tel^raxn  (rom   Lord    Kitchener  baa  bMii  received  at 
ibo  War  Office  :— 

JonAKirKiBuaa,  December  96ih, 

7.16  a.m. 
Rimdle  reports  on  night  of  December  94  Colonel  Firman's  camp  on 
Tweetontein  was  eucoeasfully  nuhed  by  ooxuiderable  (oroe  of  Boers  under 
De  Wot. 

T  fear  that  caanalties  were  heavy. 

Firman's  Ck>lamn  oonsisted  of  34th,  BSth,  96th,  and  &9r  J  Companies 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  one  gnn  79th  Battery  R.F.A.,  and  one  Pom-Pom. 
They  wore  guarding  head  of  blockhouBo  lino  Irom  Harrismith  to 
Bethlehem. 

Ut  and  3nd  Imperial  Light  Horse  have  gone  in  porsait  of  Boers. 


From  "  The  Timss"  December  Qdthy  1901. 


The 


following 
the  War  Ofhoe  :- 


10 


telegram  from  Lord  Kitchener  has  been  reoaiTttd  at 
JoHAKNESBUBO,  December  96, 


10.66  p.m. 


of  0.80 


to-day. 


,  2GUi  Dec. — In  cootinuiition  of  my  telej 
I  now  aond  further  information  regarding  attack  on  Firman's  Colunm. 

Major  WiUianu,  South  Stafford  B«giment,  was  in  temporary  command 
during  Firman's  absence.*  Column  was  encamped  on  slope  of  solitary 
hopje;  soukhorn  side  of  kopje  almost  precipitous,  and  an  outpost  held 
•dga  of  it.  Northern  slopes,  on  which  camp  was  pitched,  arc  gentLovmnd 
oo  this  side  outpoeta  pushed  well  out ;  position  naturally  strong,  and  also 
has  boen  entrenched.    Moonlight,  but  cloudy. 

Detailod  report  not  receirod,  but  it  is  stated  Boors  climbed  up  pre- 
cipitous southern  side  of  kopjo  and,  coUocting  near  top  at  3  a.m.,  suddenly 
attacked  pickets  on  summit  in  superior  force  before  men  in  camp  could 
get  o]oar  of  their  tents.  Boers  rushed  through,  shooting  them  down  aa 
they  came  out;  of&oers  shot  trying  to  atom  tide. 

Lieutenant  Harwich  {tic)  (Hardwiok)  himself  opened  fire  with  Pom- 
Pom  and  shot  through  head  while  firing.  Lieutenant  Watney,  Imperial 
Yeomanry,  killed  heading  a  charge.  No  panic,  all  did  best,  but  Boers  too 
strong,  and  onco  picket  overwhelmed  hod  all  advantage. 

Including  killed  and  wounded,  about  half  oolunm  are  now  at  Elands 
River  Bridge  ;  remainder  are  prisoners. 

FUteen-pounder  fired  two  rounds,  then  jammed;  detachment  stood  by 
gun  and  wore  shot  round  It. 

Liantcnaut  Scarlett  was  missed  and  than  ovetlookod  and  laft  behind. 
Uo  saw  two  waggon  loads  of  dead  and  wounded  Boers  taken  away,  mostly 
hit  in  first  attack  on  pickets.  Major  Uaag,  who  was  loft  in  camp, 
woondad,  confirms  this,  saying  he  saw  Boer  dead  lying  all  orar  tho 
grrand  at  daylight. 

Boers,  who  apparently  niunberod  about  1,300,  undar  Da  Wet,  b«h«f«d 
well,  leaving  men  to  look  after  wounded- 


*  Colonel  Firman  after  almost  two  years'  oontrnuons  service  In  the  field 
had  been  given  a  short  leave  of  abaanoe. 
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Imperial  Light  Horse  were  foartcon  miles  distant  at  EUnt 
Bridge  ;  hoard  at  4.30  a.m..  and  arrived  on  scene  6.40.  After  hi 
horMs,  galloped  altar  Boers,  who  by  that  time  all  blling  back  soid 
Langberg.  Boentoooeedod  getting  broken  country  before  Imperii 
Horse  oonld  account  for  more  than  two  or  three.  Onoe  Boers  li 
Langberg  Imperial  Light  Horse  coald  do  nothing  more  against  ■ 
numbers  in  buch  a  CQuntry.  ! 

JoHAiniEBBUBO,  December  29d 

''i 

The  prisoners    taken    In    the  attack  on    Firman's  Camp  hat| 
ralHMd.  and  have  arrived  at  Bethlehem. 


In  the  first  telegrams  concerning  the  casualties,  fifty-eight  of 
men  of   the  Battalion   were    reported  killed   and   nine  womided,! 
these  twenty-one  of  the  killed  bolongcid  to  the  34th  Company, 

Captain  S.  £.  Hall,  Lieutenant  H.  M.  Agnew,  Sergeant- Major  J 
Sergeant  F.  Hewiteon,  Sergeant  W.  Painting,  Lance-Sergoant  J.  "B 
Corporal  A.  E.  Snook,  Privatos  A.  Stoot,  J.  Kedge,  W.  J.  Bunnii^ 
Mayer,  T.  Parry,  F.  J.  Stringer,  H.  G.  Unwln,  G.  D.  Smith,  H.  Ma^ 
J.  D.  Cooper,  A.  Densham,  T.  Laity,  E.  J.  Campbell,  W.  Kiman. 

llth  Batt&lion  I.Y.  (Gun  Section  attached) : — Lieutenant  J.  8.  \ 
Corporal  J.  H.  Milton,  Privates  B.  Davies,  F.  H.  Hellyer,  —  Johni 

On  December  Slat,  in  the  list  of  wounded  ten  were  of  the  3l 
of  a  total  of  forty-six  wounded.     Four  died  of  wounds. 

On  January  Ist,  three  more  officers  were  reported  "  died  of  W 
One  man  additional  killed,  and  three  men  additional  missing.  I 

On  January  2nd,  one  man  additional  wounded,  &4th. 


Extracts  from  a  private  Utter  dated  March  Ith, 

"  Dbab 

Tweefontein  is  about  thirty  miles  from  Harrismilb,  in  a  dil 
to  Bethlehem,  about  half-way  between.  It  is  a  solitary  kopje,  wit 
slope  up  one  side.  We  were  c&mped  on  the  slope ;  the  ft4th  Ifa 
nearest  bo  the  top,  about  twenty  yards  down. 

The  Boors  came  up  the  precipice  in  single  file  (the  first  two 
taking  off  their  boots  at  the  bottom) ;  there  was  only  one  plaoe  tfa 
got  up,  and  that  a  very  difficult  one.    They  first  oollectod  on 
until  there  were  several  hundreds  of  them,  and  the  first  thing 
was  that  they  wore  vrithin  twenty  yards  of  our  tents,  firing 
through  the  camp. 

We  got  the  men  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  tried  to  rush  the 
the  top,  but  we  only  got  within  twenty  yards  of  them  when  nea 
one  woe  killed  or  wounded.  Three  men  and  myself  were  the  c 
who  were  not  touched  out  of  our  Squadron  (31th)  who  attempt 
on  the  top. 

The  squadrons  lower  down  the  hill  had  no  chance,  as  dir 
Boers  saw  they  hod  outnumbered  the  first  lot  they  marched 
down  through  the  camp,  firing  all  the  way.  It  was  all  over  in  a 
an  hour." 
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ixifitttt  from  a  IcUtr  daUd  Sarntmith,  December  9l&tk,  1901. 

It  is  awful  lylDg  inactive  bore,  in  hospit&l,  all  night  long,  the  noise  of 
tba  ambolances  ooxning  in,  and  then  the  tramp  of  the  strotoher-bearon 
through  tho  ward,  with  their  uncanny  brown  canvas  atretobcrs.  and  the 
groans  of  tho  wounded  as  they  move  them  on  to  their  beds — it  is  indeed 
War.  I  am  allowed  up  foe  three  hours,  but  oaanot  use  mj  l^  yet.  I 
tainted  the  first  time  I  wt  up,  which  shows  how  weak  I  am. 


Some  of  th«  wounded  ar«  quite 
Jaokofet." 


;  all  bav6  loat  their  boots  aad 


Exiraett  from  a  private  UUer,  dated  3rwi  I.L.B.,  Elands  River  Bridge^ 
January  Ut,  1903. 

"  I  don't  think  any  of  us  will  forget  last  Christmae  Day. 

rode  over  from  Tweefontein  to  our  Camp  at  Elands  River  Bridge 

with  tho  news.     He  arrived  at  a  few  minutes  before  5  a.m. 

Within  two  hours  we  were  at  Tweefontein,  nearly  the  whole  regimetUi 
with  the  gun.  I  think  the  distance  is  nearly  fourteen  miles,  and  as  emy 
man  was  asleep,  and  the  bocws  had  to  bo  saddled,  that  was  ""'''"g  good 
time.  But  of  ooone  we  were  too  Ute  to  do  any  good.  We  drove  the 
few  remaining  Boers  off  the  hill,  and  gave  them  a  chase  for  a  few  miles, 
but  they  were  trekking  to  the  Loogburg,  and  soon  got  into  those  hills 
where  we  would  have  no  chanoe  with  them. 

I  then  went  on  to  the  hill  and  there  spent  the  most  grueaomo  Christ- 
mss  Day  I  ever  expect  to  see.  The  wounded  were  all  oolleoted  neu  the 
Ambulaooe,  about  sixty-eight  In  all.  The  dead  wo  then  oolleoted,  and 
dug  a  trench  just  below  wharo  the  hospital  was.  It  was  hard  digging, 
and  took  most  of  the  day.  I  helped  to  bury  six  officers — WiUiams, 
Watney,  Hall,  Hudson,  Agnew,  Hardwick^and  fiity-two  men  were  buried 
in  another  grave.     Grice  and  Dr.  Reid  died  hero,  and  were  burled  here, 

Orawlcy  in  Harrismith,  whore tells  me  tho  Boers  in  tho  Refugee  Camp 

held  a  sort  of  jubilee  while  the  funeral  was  going  on. 

The  Camp  was  a  sorry  sight  when  we  got  back  to  it.  Tho  Boers  bad  set 
fire  to  everything  that  would  bum  tbat  they  oould  not  oarry  away,  and 
most  of  the  tents  they  had  cut  and  slashed  about.  There  wen  dead 
horses  and  men  lying  all  over  the  place. 

Williams  seemed  to  have  been  hit  in  many  pUc«a,  and  to  have  been 
bttodaged  Dp  In  both  feel  and  In  the  side  before  he  raoeived  the  fiiwl 
■hoi." 


BTttaeUfrom  a  tetter  dated  Alberima,  O.R.C.,  Deoember  $]«f,  1901. 

'*  Agnew  and  I  came  out  from  *'*c*— *^  together  nearly  two  years  ago, 

he  Id  the  Mlh  and  myself  in  the  ft6th.  Although,  as  a  trooper,  I  did  not 
see  so  much  of  him,  since  having  commissions  wo  have  been  great  friends. 
1  went  on  leave  with  him  to  Durban  last  June.  He  was  a  very  quiet, 
plneky  oh^,  and  passionately  food  of  ■oJdtering.  Ke  was  always  moal 
ohMrfol  and  most  eager,  atid  was  altogethsr  an  idsal  ottoer. 
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The  men  wer«  goiog  down  lik«  rotten  sheep.     Soren  o(  onftj 
hit  M  they  c&mo  cot.  ...  J 

Meuivrhilo  the  d6th  and  63rd  had  got  into  the  aangara  ■ 
and  right  of  oamp.  and  the  34th  miuld  an  eflorb  to  retako  the  || 
ihey  got  on,  poor  chaps,  the  casualty  Lifit«  tell.  The  rifle  fir«  I 
and  hotter.  Suddenly  a  mob  of  men  rushed  through  the  wafl 
our  Uaaa.  I  could  not  mo  whether  they  were  Boers  or  of 
There  wa«  a  hurst  of  firing  In  our  linea  and  then  quiet.  | 
that  the  game  wae  up,  and  started  to  unash  the  gun. 
to  do  so  I  was  held  up  from  behind." 


ExiraeUfrom  a  Ultfr  daUd  Fichalmrg,  January  llth, 

**  The  oamp  was  situated  on  a  kopje  called  Green  Kop,  or  | 
Kop  as  the  Boers  called  it,  near  Tweefonteln. 

a  •  •  • 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  retake  the  ridge,  hut  the  of 
nearly  all  shot  down  the  men  were  thrown  Into  oonfusion  thi 
without  a  leader.  .  .  .  Boen  and  British  were  mixed  up  together 
the  fire  of  those  that  happened  to  hold  positions  in  the  camp.  Q 
was  a  little  way  down  the  ridge,  on  the  toft  of  the  camp,  and  v 
ready  to  fire,  but  the  officer  gave  the  order  not  to  fire  until  furtfl 
it  being  dangerous  for  our  men.  ' 

•  •  •  •  a  J 

By  this  time  the  Boers  held  the  whole  camp,  and  they  ij| 
started  getting  the  guns  and  as  many  of  the  waggons  as  post 
burning  the  rest,  and  moving  of!  at  4.30  ajn.,  taking  the 
numbering  six  officers  and  203  men,  with  tham.  As  the  ] 
clearing  away,  General  Bundle's  rcinioroements  began  to  ■ 
started  to  shuU  us.  We  pribouers,  at  this  new  development 
back  away  from  our  own  guu8,  as  the  shells  came  unpleasi 
General  Hundlo  managed  to  recapture  throo  waggons  and  aom< 
The  Boers  retired  towards  the  Longberg  Moimtains  in  three  par 
they  assembled  all  the  prisoners,  and  then  btarted  to  Ewop  d 
us,  Thoy  took  my  tunic  and  putties  here,  but  loft  mo  my  trc 
I  reached  De  Wet's  laager.  In  the  evening  they  gave  me  a 
coat  in  exchange.  .  ,  .  They  got  from  me,  in  camp,  two  new  d 
Goortz  gls^seb,  kodak,  fifteen  pounds  in  gold,  my  watch.  .  .  . 

We  then  marched  in  the  direction  of  Kelts,  going  twenty 
before  reaching  their  laager.  .  .  . 

The  Boors  then  went  away  with  the  guns  and  waggons,  leav 
escort  with  us.  .  .  . 

Some  of  utt  managed  to  **pinoh"  a  wa^on  cover  to  steep 
night,  tearing  it  up  so  as  to  carry  it  for  the  next  night.  W 
3  a.m.  next  morning,  going  back  over  our  old  road  to  the  Lang 
leaving  fourteen  wounded  to  march  into  Bethlehem.  Wo  marc 
six  miles  that  day,  halting  four  miles  from  Bpits  Kop — obli 
owing  to  the  men  being  footsore,  several  having  no  boots  at 
day  we  mawhed  twenty  miles  to  Naauwpoort  Nek,  where  i 
gave  UH  some  mealie  flour  and  some  sheep.     We  marched  a 


APPKNDICES 


537 


next  d*y.  UTiving  »t  tbo  Cftledoa  River  «t  2.90  p.m.    Before  oroesing  Into 
Joftl's  territory,  B»8utoland,  we  wor«  stripped  o(  everything,  and  given 

fftgged  things  in  exchange.  .  .  .  had  only  a  shirt  and  socks  left  him; 

we  did  Ungh.  Wc  stopped  on  the  other  side  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  had 
•  bath,  and  getting  very  little  to  eat.     We  got  a  sack  each  to  cover  us, 

^^hicb  was  better  than  nothing.     We  marched  to next  day,  where 

•we  xnanagod  to  got  Bomo  rations.  We  reached  Brindifii  next  day.  .  .  , 
"We  stopped  At  Brindisi  four  days,  moving  ofi  at  6  a.m.,  arriving  at  Tblotse 
at  i.90  p.m.     We  reached  Fioksbnrg  next  day.  .  .  . 

■  •  •  •  • 

We  ware  with  the  Boer«  four  days,  doing  36  miles  the  first  day,  8G  the 
oaxt,  90  fcha  naxt,  and  S8  tbo  next." 


Extracts  from  a  letttr  dated  Fiektburg,  Jamiary  Mth,  1909. 

"  It  wu  hot  while  we  wore  at  it.  The  Boers  must  have  loet  very 
heavily,  aa  chaps  were  shooting  each  other  point-blank  down  in  the  camp. 
It  was  just  murder.  I  thought  my  nunber  was  ap.  One  of  our  chaps 
was  l^ing  in  the  lines  with  bis  leg  smaahed  by  an  explosive  bullet,  and 
shot  a  Boer  dead  who  tried  to  take  one  of  oar  horses.  .  .  . 

We  had  boen  helping  the  hoKpital  onlerliea  to  carry  down  the  wounded. 
It  was  a  ghastly  job.  One  poor  chap  kept  beseeching  us  to  put  him  out 
of  mesa.  The  real  Boera  were  very  decent  chapa,  and  did  all  they  could, 
but  there  were  a  good  few  foreigners  with  them,  who  were  very  bitter. 
One  of  them  watt  jeering  at  me.  but  a  Boer  shut  him  up  promptly  and 

said  to  mo,  "Never  mind  him,  old  chap,  he's  only  a foreigner" 

Do  Wot  himself  sjamboked  several  of  them  freely  when  they  attempted 
to  loot  the  doctor's  fitoraa.  .  .  . 

The  T.IaJI.  got  within  tange  and  fired  volleys  at  us,  and  Rundle's  guns 
fired  shrapnel,  so  that  we  nearly  got  put  out  by  our  own  men.  The  &oer« 
who  wore  leading  our  ponies  went  hell  for  leather,  and  a&  1  had  ueithir 
saddle  nor  bridle  I  had  a  rough  ride.  .  .  . 

It  rained  nearly  all  night,  and  aa  I  had  nothing  on  but  my  shirt  and 
riding-hreechea.  I  was  not  very  comfortable.  We  had  no  blanketa.  One 
old  burgher  noticed  my  evil  plight  next  morning,  and  gave  nw  a  white 
sweater  he  had  on,  aaking  mc  at  the  same  time  to  return  the  favour  If 
ever  I  law  any  of  their  men  equally  badly  off.  .  .  .  We  had  a  aaTOory  dial 
of  raw  mealio  meal,  which  wo  had  to  «ook  a«  beat  we  could. 


I  was  getting  pretty  hard  by  this  time,  and  fell  equal  to  anything,  but 
the  fuurlh  morniug  a  French  ge&U«iian  took  my  boota  and  brsachaa, 
thai  I  hod  the  pleasuro  of  walking  twvnty-seron  mile*  in  my  eooka,  aad 

I  entered  Baxutoland  daaaioally  aiUr«d  In^a  shirt  and  sweatar,  and  «oa- 

siderably  thinnar  than  I  had  baaa  lor  yaaca.*' 


Eztraei/romn  private  t^ttm-  dated  nwr  ffanrUmUh,  f-^^Wuarjf  lOtk,  1909. 

'*  Uia  (Watnay*s)  last  words  wera  the  ofdar  to  aharge.  and.  aa  yon  know, 
it  wa*  quite  a  forlorn  hope."  • 
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SxttOiCt  from  a  pnvai€  UtUr  daUd  Durban  Ctuh,  Fthruary 

**  X  MW (WMney)  hcadflg  %  roah  to  gain  the  aiopos 

whan  be  fell  «hot  »t  olosa  r»Dg«.    Ifc  wm  one  of  the  many 
done  that  night."  . 

j 

Sz^aei  from  a  privaU  Utter  dated  NnocatlU,  lYatal,  Fobruary  M 

"Of  ten  of  as  who  were  with  him  (Wfttney)  at  the  tiin«,  ws  1 
killed  and  four  wounded.  He  wag  oool  and  collected  to  ih4' 
oharged  to  givo  nu>  time  to  diaable  the  Maxim.  I  am  glad  t 
haroiiim  woa  not  thrown  away  ae  the  gun  waa  useleas  to  tha  ani 
they  took  it.  He  was  shot  through  the  heact,  asid  hia  4 
inetantanoous. " 

*' Nylstboom,  TiunsTAAl 

•^%Uh  May, 

\'*  Ton  remember  thi| 

"  Dkab  Old  C , 

I  am  afraid  you  have  given  me  rather  a  tall  order  wh( 
(or  A  full  account  of  the  disaster  at  Tweefontcin.  I  am  such  a 
at  wnting,  but  1  will  be  as  explioit  as  possible. 

The  S'tth.  35th,  3Gth,  and  53rd  Squadrons,  the  Gun  Sai 
15-poundor,  and  ono  pom-pom  (in  ohargo  of  Lieutenant  Hard^ 
oamped  on  a  solitary  kopje  at  Twaefooteia,  about  thirty  t) 
Harriamith  on  the  Bethlehem  road  (not  the  old  road  wo  alwa 
go,  but  what  is  known  as  the  Langbcrg  Hoad.  I  have  ao  ' 
remombcr  that  when  you  get  over  Elands  River  Rridgo  we  Uf 
to  the  right ;  the  Ltongbcrg  road  goes  round  to  the  left  of  the 
faces  the  bridge  coming  from  Harri&mith).  Well,  tho  kopje  al 
tein  on  which  we  were  camped  has  a  long,  gradual  slope  on  one 
a  small  plateau  on  the  top,  and  then  there  is  a  precipice. 

The  gun,  pompom,  and  Maxim  were  on  this  plateau ;  the 
were  oamped  on  the  slope,  tho  !Hth  Squadron  being  the  noarosl 
(about  twenty  yards  off),  then  came,  below  us,  tho  3Gth,  53rd,  at 
at  the  bottom.  The  35th  Squadron  were  doing  outpost  duty 
was  a  picket  on  the  edge  of  tho  precipice. 

At  two  a.m.  on  Christmas  morning  we  were  awakened  by  bull 
through  the  tents^  and  on  getting  outaido  you  could  see  that 
was  thick  with  Boors  firing  straight  down  through    the  Cai 
Bleeping  in  Captain  Hall's  teut.     Aguew  was  with  Stutfield. 

Hall  gave  me  orders  to  go  down  one  row  of  our  tonts  wh 
down  the  other.  We  then  w«nt  with  most  of  the  B4th  to  try  a 
top  of  the  kopje,  but  before  we  goU  to  the  top  roost  of  the  mer 
and  meeting  Major  Williams,  of  the  South  St&ffords  (who  was  i 
of  the  Column  during  Colonel  Firman's  absence),  he  ordero 
down.  We  were  within  ten  yards  of  the  Boers,  and  the  flash 
was  almost  blazing  in  our  faces.  Before  we  had  stopped  there 
Major  Williams  gave  Captain  Hall  an  order  to  sand  some  mei 


*  The  writer  refers  to  the  second  anniversary  of  tho  Senekal 
when  Dalbiae  was  killed. 
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t»n,  u  Ihay  were  coming  up  on  this  fUnk.  Hftll  than  tokl  ma  fco  to»k«  tfx 
men.  1  didn't  much  like  the  job,  I  Ml  you,  u  the  men  were  being  thot 
iKBt  u  they  were  lying  down,  and  I  thought  that  to  gvt  up  was  oertUD 
de«tb.  But  I  hod  to  go.  and  managed  to  got  there  with  a  whole  skin,  but 
Ihree  ol  the  mon  I  took  were  shot  dead  before  we  got  there.  Directly  I 
got  out  on  the  left  I  looked  acspes  to  see  what  Hall  was  doing,  and  1  saw 
the  Bo«n  streaming  over  the  spot  I  had  just  left,  and  they  runhed  straight 
through  the  Camp.  I  munt  tell  you  that  on  arriving  at  my  position  on 
the  loft  I  found  Agnew  and  Stutfiald  with  about  fonr  men.  We  made  a 
snail  Atand  {or  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  had  some  grand  shooting  at  ten 
yards*  range.  Aft«r  we  had  boen  there  about  five  minutis  Lientonant 
ParBona.  of  S3rd,  arrived  with  another  lour  men,  and  we  accounted  for 
MTeral  Bo6i^  as  they  walked  straight  at  us,  firing  as  thoy  came,  and  never 
crouched  down  lor  a  second,  and  took  not  the  slightest  notice  when  the 
man  neit  to  them  (ell.  At  last  w«  bad  to  shift  somewhere,  but  didn't 
know  where  to  go,  as  our  only  exit  was  through  the  Camp,  and  we  knew 
that  there  were  several  hundrM  Boers  down  there.  Well,  there  were 
only  two  men,  Agnew,  Stutdeld.  Parsons,  and  myself  left  then,  and 
Immediately  we  got  up  to  ge  Agnew  was  killed  and  Stutfield  and  Parsons 
wounded.  I  had  two  bullets  through  my  pyjamas,  one  eight  aoioas  my 
ilomaob  and  the  other  through  the  U^.  I  saw  that  escape  was  impossible, 
■o  lay  down  beside  die  neareet  man  I  oould  see  and  started  to  dress  his 
wounds,  and  by  this  means  I  remained  in  Oamp  the  whole  time.  I  saw 
the  Boers  lake  away  the  guns  and  all  the  transport,  and  a  waggon-load  of 
their  own  killed.  Tho^  also  burnt  all  the  lonta  and  things  they  oould  not 
0>taway. 

There  was  only  one  place  they  could  get  up  the  procipioc  (and  our 
picket  WAS  c^n  top  o{  this,  but  the  least  said  about  them  the  better,  I 
think),  and  the  Boers  cane  np  here  in  single  file,  the  flrst  two  hundred 
taking  off  their  boots  at  the  bottom.  They  then  ooUeoted  on  top,  and 
sever  firi^  a  shot  until  there  were  about  three  hundred  up  there.  Our 
strength  was  four  hundred,  thciis  about  twelve  hundred.  They  retired 
JQAt  at  daybreak.  General  RtinAle  was  camped  about  (wo  miles  from  us, 
bat  only  had  a  (oir  mounted  troops. 

Nearly  all  the  meu  were  hit  with  the  Martini  and  expanding  bollate; 
awful  woundtt.*  The  Boers  behaved  very  well  to  the  wounded.  It  was  an 
sight  when  it  was  all  oror,  and  wc  went  round  collooting  the  dead, 
were  six  ofnoers  and  fifty-two  mon,  and  about  twenty-five  nativ«H. 
Tbeee  were  all  laid  out  in  three  rews  in  the  blazing  sun  all  day,  while 
trenobes  were  being  dug  to  put  them  in.  Veu  oould  put  your  fist  in  some 
of  the  poor  chaps'  headtwhare  they  had  been  hit  by  expanding  bullets.  It 
was  awful  to  see  the  flioe  blowing  in  their  months  and^yes  all  day.  The 
stx  oflioen  wen  Major  WiUlams,  Captain  Hall,  Agnew.  Uardwick.  Watney 
(of  Otm  Section.     £>o  you  remember  him  7    Ho  was  a  trooper  in  the  Kew 

Yeomanry,  a  fair-hairad  chap,  that  used  to  oome  and  IM at  Ptoka- 

burg).  and  Hudson.  They  were  all  buried  In  ooe  grave,  the  men  La 
another,  the  blaok  boys  in  anMbor.    Three  offioen  died  next  day— Captain 


*  Some  wit  panes  prefer  lo  believe  thai  the  uvere  nature  of 
wooali  WM  chiaHy  Joa  lo  roooabotUng  buUota. 
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QricM  (our  AdjaUBt)»  C«pUtD  Cnvley  (SSrd),  — 

man.    1  weni  into  HArrismith  with  my  pyjuni 

Your  pony,  **  Prindoo,"  wm  not  tber* ;  be 

imtmcDi,  aod  eo  eM»p«d.     I  don't  know -of  , 

wiU  end.  and  jast  catch  ft  mftil,  I  hope.    BeM 


P.S.— OflSoore,  wonnded  and  prisoner«  :— 

Wounded. -Stutfield  (d4ih).  MacIoAn  (dAtb).   Pc 
(SSrd).  Mo%vfttt  (6drd),  asd  lUjor  Ilaftg  (ttocond  ia^ 

PrlMonerH.  — <!unnnigh&ra  (35th),   Stennet  {i 
LAUglcy. 

Scarlett  (of  R.F.A.),  5te]li>ih  (35ih).  and  myself] 


In  ooncloaion,  the  chief  aim  of  thijt  Appendix 
our  suooeuore,  the  Now  3ith,  took  in  the  fight  at  3 
•SHurodly,  waA  a  very  noble  sharp,  and  In  fipite  of 
roKult  of  the  engagement,  wc  can  only  romember  tht 
of  Bad  pride  and  satisfaction  that  the  honour  of  the  3 
and  that  that  last  glorious  chargn  waa  led  by  old  coml 
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